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Order of the 
Southern Cross 

 The Order of the Southern 
Cross, founded in 1863 by General’s 
Polk and Cleburne of the Army of Ten-

nessee, was originally created to provide financial assistance to 
the families of soldiers who had lost their lives in the service of 
the Confederacy.         

 The Order of the Southern Cross was re-established in 
1979 as a philanthropic organization, dedicated to preserving our 
Southern Heritage through its Grants and Scholarship Programs.  
Since 1979, we have allocated more than $500,000 to these en-
deavors.   

 If you are an MOS&B Camp or a 501(c)3 organization 
and seeking financial assistance to help fund a Confederate Her-
itage project, we encourage you to contact us by visiting our 
website at www.orderofsoutherncross.com or by contacting 
Grants Chairman Greg Eanes @  eanesgreg@hotmail.com.   

http://www.orderofsoutherncross.com
mailto:eanesgreg@hotmail.com
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Commander General’s  

Message  

Harold F. Davis, III 

 

MOS&B Officer’s Call 

 I'm certain that each of you is as shocked and angry as 
I am at the destruction and desecration of statues and monu-
ments to our great Southern and Confederate heritage. Rage is 
not too strong a word for what most of us are feeling right now. 
 
 We ask ourselves, "What can I do to put an end to this 
madness?" I wish there was an easy answer, but there isn't. 
There is a war - a cultural war - being fought in this country, 
and as in any war the final outcome is always uncertain. When 
General Lee led his men into battle, they could not know the 
final outcome, but that never stopped them from giving all for 
the Cause. We can do no less. 
 
 We would all love to be able to have our Order "do 
something" to try and stop the desecration of our heritage. The 
reality is; however, that there are legal limits placed on what 
we can do. The MOS&B is organized as a non-profit 501(c) 3, 
non-political educational, historical, patriotic, and heritage 
group. Precisely what those limits are may need to be re-
examined, but for now, anything classified as political activity 
is off-limits. I will be asking our Judge Advocate General to 
explore possible options available to us. We have always scru-
pulously followed the laws of this nation, and will continue to 
do so. 
 I personally am writing letters to my US Senators, US 
Congressman, State Senator, State Representative and local 
governmental officials. I ask each of you to do the same. I also 
ask each of you to renew your membership in the MOS&B. 
The Order needs your support in this time of attack on our en-
tire Southern culture. The Pledge of the MOS&B states: 
  
 We, the posterity of the Officer Corps and civil offi-
cials of the Confederacy, do pledge ourselves to commemo-
rate and honor the service of leadership these men rendered 
in the cause of fundamental American principles of self-
determination and States' Rights and to perpetuate the true 
history of their deeds for the edification of ourselves, our so-
ciety, and for generations yet unborn. 
 
 This is our mission statement. This is what we have 
been about since 1938. We need your help to continue this mis-
sion for another 80 years and beyond. 
 
 What can YOU do? Here are a few suggestions to 
start with, and I'm confident that you can come up with more:  
Hold your elected representatives accountable. Call or write 
(note that sending emails are probably a waste of time unless 
you know your representative personally). 
 
 Write letters to the editor of newspapers in your area. 
Stay in touch with activist groups in your area working to pro-
tect Confederate statues and monuments. If possible and appro-

priate, stand with them. Display a Confederate flag at your 
home. 
 This is probably just the opening rounds in a long 
struggle. Understand that we are in this for the long haul. 
The Military Order of the Stars and Bars has been here for 
almost 80 years. We take a very long term view of shaping 
public opinion and preserving the memory of our Confeder-
ate Officer ancestors. That is the objective behind the scholar-
ship programs, teacher and author award programs, and the 
various other projects in place to honor our ancestors. 
 Now is not the time to sound the Retreat. Now is the 
time to move forward. To that end, a vote was held at the 
General Convention in Wilmington, North Carolina on July 
8, 2017 to increase the national dues to $45 per year, increase 
the Life Membership in all categories by $100, and eliminate 
the age limit for joining the MOS&B. In another change, the 
Officer's Call magazine will now be published and mailed to 
each member, four times per year. Dues renewal will be sent 
out on after October 1, 2017. 

 The 80th Annual General Convention of the Military 
Order of the Stars and Bars was held on July 6 through July 
8, 2017 in Wilmington, North Carolina hosted by the North 
Carolina Society.  I would like to thank Lieutenant Com-
mander General Byron Brady, North Carolina Society Com-
mander Harry Watt and North Carolina Society Past Com-
mander David Edwards, who served as chairman of the con-
vention committee, and all the other members of the commit-
tee for an outstanding convention.  We enjoyed great venues, 
lively fellowship, delicious food and interesting historical 
excursions.  Three events were especially interesting.  The 
Commander General’s Reception was graced with a visit 
from Confederate Spy Rose O’Neal Greenhow portrayed by 
Kelly Atkins Hinson of Jackson Springs, North Carolina.  
The tour of Fort Fisher was led by Bernhard Thuersam, histo-
rian and chairman of the North Carolina War Between the 
States Sesquicentennial Commission.  The Commander Gen-
eral’s Banquet was held at the historic Cape Fear Club which 
was founded by Confederate Veterans in 1866.  Dr. Chris E. 
Fonvielle, Jr. from the University of North Carolina at Wil-
mington gave an excellent presentation titled Last Rays of 
Departing Hope concerning the actions around Wilmington 
during the last days of the War.  We could not have had a 
better National Convention. 

 The fall 2017 General Executive Council Meeting 
will be hosted by AOT Commander Bert Blackmon on Octo-
ber 21, 2017.  Commander Blackmon has made arrangements 
for the GEC to be guests of the Mississippi Division of the 
Sons of Confederate Veterans at Beauvoir in Biloxi, Missis-
sippi.  The GEC will meet in the morning and take a tour of 
Beauvoir in the afternoon.  We will be creating an action plan 
to save our Confederate Monuments. 
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CIVIL WAR HISTORY 

JAMES COUNTRY MERCANTILE 

111 N. Main Liberty, MO 64068 

816-781-9473   FAX 816-781-1470 

jamescntry@aol.com   www.jamescountry.com 

 

 Everything Needed For The Living Historian! 

Ladies - Gentlemen - Civilian - Military 

Uniforms – Ladies Clothing  - Accoutrements—Weapons - Accessories 

YOUR PATRONAGE IS APPRECIATED! 

 It is not too early to make your plans for the 81st 
Annual General Convention of the Military Order of the 
Stars and Bars.  The Convention will be hosted by the Louisi-
ana Society in Baton Rouge on July 12 through July 14, 
2018.  The hotel is: 

Hilton Baton Rouge Capitol Center 

201 Lafayette Street 

Baton Rouge, LA 70801 

Tel:  225-344-5866 main 

         800-955-6962 reservations 

Rates: $139 + 14% tax = 158.46  Booking code:  MOSB 

Deadline:  June 20, 2018  Cancellation:  24 hours before 
arrival 

I am looking forward to seeing you in Baton Rouge. 

 

Deo Vindice!! 

Harold F. Davis, III 

Commander General 

  
 

From the Chaplain General 
Dr. John H. Killian, Sr. 

 General Thomas J. Stonewall Jackson was a man who 
sought to carry forth each action in the light of God's revealed 
Word. Jackson would give thanks over each cup of water and 
would seek to find a biblical foundation for each action. Jackson 
wholly trusted in Christ for his eternal salvation, but Jackson 
also believed in God's absolute sovereignty in all matters. Jack-
son even sought to pattern his military reports after the manner 
of Joshua who led the Children of Israel into battle. 
 
      Critics have mocked Jackson for giving God glory and 
ascribing military victories to the help and power of God. Those 
secular critics fail to recognize that Jackson lived with each as-
pect of his life and work under the lordship of Christ. The Re-
formers coined the slogan Coram Deo, testifying that all of life 
is lived before the face of God. 
 
      As members of the Military Order of the Stars and 
Bars, we are fulfilling the plan of God for us to honor our fa-
thers and mothers. We must realize that when we preserve, me-
morialize, and protect our Confederate heritage, we are fulfilling 
the very plan of God for our lives. May we recognize that we 
are performing our work before the very face of God, like Jack-

son, may we see God's hand in all of our work.                         

http://www.jamescountry.com/
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 Staff and Committee Chairmen 
  
Archivist General  Robert William Turk Education Chair  Robert William Turk 
Chaplain General  John H. Killian, Sr.  Finance Chair  Conway B. Moncure 
Communications General Toni R. Turk  Grants Chair  Byron E. Brady 
Editor General  Jeffrey L. Sizemore  Literary Co-Chair  Charles H. Smith 
Historian General  Ben Willingham  Literary Co-Chair  Richard Rhone 
Quartermaster General Jack Dyess  Membership Chair  David J. Stringfellow 
Webmaster General  Stephen McGehee  Real Sons Chair  J. Troy Massey 
Genealogist General Larry Martin  Scholarship Chair  Gene Turner 
Comptroller General  Conway B. Moncure Time & Place Chair David Edwards 
Registered Agent  Richard H Knight, Jr. War/Military Service Chair Greg Eanes 
Awards Chair  Byron E. Brady  Handbook Chair  Martin Bell 

Announcement of 
Candidacy for the 

Position of  

Commander General 
Byron E. Brady 

Gentlemen of the Order: 

 I am please to announce my 
candidacy for the position of Com-

mander General of the Military Order of the Stars and Bars.  Over 
the past year, I have served you as Lieutenant Commander Gen-
eral, IHQ Manager, and Awards Chairman.  

 I joined the Order in 1988 as a charter member of the 
Capt. James I. Waddell Chapter No. 32, Raleigh, North Carolina, 
and have served as either their Commander or Adjutant during the 
past 29 years.  I am currently serving as their interim Commander, 
Adjutant, and Editor of The Shenandoah.  I also serve the NC So-
ciety as their Adjutant and Editor of Farthest To The Front.  I have 
been a member of the SCV since 1975 and hold a membership in 
the Sons of the Revolution. 

 My past positions with the Order include editing Of-
ficer’s Call under four Commander-Generals from 1992-96 and 
1998-2002 and serving as the ANV Department Commander from 
1993-94.  Commander General Albert Jones appointed me his 
Chief of Staff from 2000-02.  In 2000, I received the ANV Gold 
Star Award and was awarded the Robert E. Lee Chalice in 2001.   

 I served as President of the NC Division Children of the 
Confederacy (C of C) from 1973-75, Custodian General and 
Awards Chairman from 1974-75, and am the founding Editor of 
The Dixie Record.  The C of C honored me in 1975 as recipient of 
the Mrs. John M. Wilcox Trophy for their most outstanding mem-
ber.  The UDC awarded me their Gold Jefferson Davis Medal in 
1975 & 1991.   

 I have an AD in Applied Science from Cape Fear Tech-
nical Institute, Wilmington, NC in 1974, and a BS in Civil Engi-
neering from NC State University, Raleigh, NC in 1985.  I attend-

ed NC State on the Mary B. Poppenheim national UDC 
Scholarship and was a member of Delta Upsilon Fraternity.  
I held national licenses as a Professional Engineer and a 
Certified Professional in Erosion & Sedimentation Control.  
Following a 38-year career in the field of Civil Engineering 
working in both the private and public sectors, I retired in 
2012.  Each fall, I can be found watching my NC State 
Wolfpack wherever they are playing football that weekend. 

 I am very proud of my Confederate heritage. As 
our heritage has been under a constant and ungodly attack 
since 2015, it is important that we continue to defend our 
heritage as well as promote it.  We can only accomplish 
this if we grow our numbers.  I launched an aggressive 
recruitment program in North Carolina in 2015 where we 
targeted members whose memberships had expired and 
encouraged them to reactivate.  We also need to begin re-
cruiting at state and national SCV Reunions and SAR Con-
ventions.  I plan to nurture a better relationship with these 
groups to accomplish that goal. 

 I also want to eliminate the bickering among our-
selves that we have seen over the past several years. In 
military terminology, we are wasting time and resources 
attacking ourselves when these much needed resources 
need to be directed at our enemies. 

 I ask for your support and promise to work to 
make the Order the organization our ancestors would be 
proud of. 

The Corwin Amendment -  
An 1861 Truth 

 
By Christopher H. Ezelle, Commander,  

Chapter 258, Fredericksburg, VA 
 
      There were three 13th Amendments; 1) U S per-
sons could take no foreign title; 2) Lincoln's hand-written 
Amendment to make peculiar state institutions legal forev-
er, and 3) the one for alleged emancipation in the South. 
 
      In his inaugural address, Lincoln noted Congres-
sional approval of the Corwin Amendment (proposed in 
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December 1860), one of three 13th Amendments. It was also 
referred to as Joint Resolution No. 80.  Lincoln stated he "had 
no objection to its being made express and irrevocable." This 
did not differ from Lincoln's views on slavery at that time.  If 
you didn’t know, Lincoln gave a hand-written note to Thurlow 
Weed with the proposed wording for the Amendment.  Later 
William Seward, Thurlow Weed, Thomas Corwin, and Lincoln 
met for a short discussion.  Thurlow passed the proposed hand-
written Amendment to Corwin who just happened to be the 
Chairman of the committee to write an Amendment. Seward 
was selected to sponsor it in Congress.   
 
      The Corwin Amendment won two-thirds support in the 
House (133 to 65) and the Senate (24 to 12) in early 
1861.  Lincoln and the Republicans passed the 13th Amend-
ment enshrining slavery by prohibiting Congress from abolish-
ing or interfering with state-peculiar institutions. It was passed 
by the 36th Congress on March 2, 1861, and submitted to state 
legislatures for ratification. Ohio (Corwin’s state) was the first 
state to ratify the amendment, then Maryland and Illinois 
(Lincoln’s state) followed suit. It was the last ditch effort of the 
Lincoln administration to retain the Southern States within the 
Union. That Amendment was passed by a Northern Con-
gress.  The first seven seceding states knew what the Amend-
ment was and did not vote. 
 
      What is interesting is that the first shot of the war was-
n't fired on Ft Sumpter until April 12, 1861.  So, does this mean 
that slavery was not the instrumental and foremost reason for 
the war that everyone so dearly believes? It appears so. 
  
      Another interesting piece of information is that the 
Corwin Amendment is not dead; it's merely dormant. It was 
adopted by the House and Senate and is still ready for ratifica-
tion by 35 states today. This is a fact that is irreversible. 
 

Welcome New Members 

On behalf of the Military Order of the Stars and Bars, we would 
like to welcome the following members that have joined us this 
past year. 

Darren Shane Acosta – Florida 

Gerald Leslie Addicott – Florida 

Jeffrey Frank Addicott – Texas 

Gregory Marl Anderson – Missouri 

Michael Everett Austin - Texas 

Michael K. Bennett - Texas 

David Lee Bohmfalk – Texas 

Harold Aubrey Bouldin – Alabama 

Wyatt Troy Branch - Arkansas 

Douglass Ray Brandon - Alabama 

Richard Roger Brewer - Texas 

Kelly Clifton Brown – Missouri 

Isaac Stevens Brownlow, III - Alabama 

Scott Eugene Buchanan – South Carolina 

Patrick Hampton Butler – South Carolina 

David Paul Calandra – Texas 

Andrew Pickens Calhoun, Jr. – Georgia 

John Chilton Calhoun - Texas 

William David Caulley – Florida 

William Douglas Coleman – Alabama 

Darwin Finley Duvall Concon - Tennessee 

Mark Allen Cook – Missouri 

Hampton James Cooper – North Carolina 

Gary Wayne Cornett – Texas 

Jacob Harrison Crumley - Missouri 

Johnny Lynn Davis – Texas 

Robert James Devine - Texas 

Isaac Henry Eckstein - Texas 

Murray Lee Eiland – California 

Jeffrey Ames Elmore – North Carolina 

Samuel Virgil Gibson – Missouri 

Allen Keith Harrison - Texas 

Stanley DeWayne Heigert - FLorida 

Jan Jenneth Hiett – Maryland 

John Michael Hoke, Jr. - Texas 

Gregg McCall Holder – Louisiana 

Robert Lewis Holmes – Illinois 

Karl Grier Hudson, III – North Carolina 

Sidney Curtis Hughes, Jr. - Colorado 

Joe Duncan Ing, III – Tennessee 

Kevin J. Knippa - Texas 

Nathan Edward Kye – North Carolina 

Timothy Wade Kye – North Carolina 

William Marshall Lamb - Alabama 

Linn William Malaznik – California 

Patrick Glendon McCullough – New York 

Joel Warren McDaniel – California 

John Paul McKee - Texas 
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Frederick Ketley Morrison, Jr. – South Carolina 

Richard Michael Morton – Missouri 

Mark Nicholas McLean – Alabama 

Samuel Berrow Padgett, III – South Carolina 

Abram Lewis Phillips, Jr. - Alabama 

Mark Kevin Phillips - Texas 

Robert Dale Plato – Texas 

Michael Wayne Prince - Louisiana 

Scott Christian Reed - Texas 

Bryce Alexander Remple – Minnesota 

Zachary Allan Remple – Minnesota 

Lawson Scott Rener – Missouri 

David Hart Robinson - Mississippi 

Matthew Leo Scott - Florida 

Rodney Wayne Seiler - Texas 

Donald Gordon Shannonhouse – Tennessee 

Christian John Smith – Texas 

Michael Daniel Snyder – Missouri 

Clinton Burr Soper, Jr. - Illinois 

Llewellyn Edward Stakes – Virginia 

William Carter Stampados - Colorado 

Donal J. Stanton – Missouri 

Steven Harry Steinberg - California 

Beckwith N. Steiner, Jr. – Texas 

Robert Edward Bruce Stewart, III – Florida 

John Abbott Stiefel - Alabama 

Mark Summer Still - California 

John Howard Talley, IV – South Carolina 

Stephen Parker Talley - North Carolina 

Kevin Paul Thompson - Alabama 

Richard Alan Washburn - Alabama 

 

Announcement of Candidacy 

For the Position of Lieutenant  

Commander General 

Joseph Judson Smith III 
 

Gentlemen of the Order: 

 I am please to announce my candi-
dacy for the position of Lieutenant Com-
mander General of the Military Order of the 
Stars and Bars.  Over the past year, I have 
served you as Adjutant General. 

 I joined the Order in 2006 as a 
member of the General Samuel Cooper 
Chapter #105 in Alexandria, Virginia.  I am 
its current Commander.  I am member of 
several hereditary societies: the Sons of 
Confederate Veterans, the Society of the 
Cincinnati in the State of Virginia, the First 
Families of Alabama, the Antebellum Plant-

ers Society, the Order of Indian Wars, Bench and Bar, the Society of Colo-
nial Wars. 

 My past positions with the Order include co-chairing the 2015 
National Convention in Alexandria, Virginia, where I receive the Distin-
guished Commander Award; Adjutant of the General Samuel Cooper Chap-
ter; and Adjutant of the Virginia Society 

 I was educated at St. Albans School for Boys in Washington, D.C., 
Washington and Lee University where I received a cum laude degree in 
economics, and Harvard Business School where I received an MBA and 
specialized in finance and marketing. 

 My career includes 11 years in the securities business with two 
New York Stock Exchange firms in Washington, D.C., 20 years in the di-
rect marketing business where I owned my own firm, and 10 years as an 
executive coach to CEOs and business owners in the Washington, D.C. 
area. 

 I am a member of the Chevy Chase Club where I engage as often 
as a can in a vigorous game of tennis or paddle tennis.  I also participate in 
pickleball tournaments in which I have won several gold medals in the Vir-
ginia and the Northern Virginia Senior Olympics.  I have also won gold 
medals in the 60-meter and 200 meter dashes in my age group. 

 I also enjoy working with my bird dog, a German shorthaired 
pointer named Rudy whose exuberance for the hunt more often that not 
overcomes his discipline. 

 I am very proud of my Confederate heritage having many kin that 
served in the Confederate Armed Forces, mostly in Alabama regiments.   

 Our heritage has been under a constant and seemingly unending 
attack since 2015.  I have testified before our city council to protect our 
Confederate heritage with specific focus on the “Appomattox” statue in 
Alexandria.  Anyone at the National Convention in 2015 likely saw the stat-
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ue and understands its significance as a memorial and as a work 
of art.   

 I was recently interviewed by the Canadian Broadcast-
ing System about why preserving Confederate memorials and 
history is important.  I believe I made some important points 
with the interviewer who was not hostile, but wanted to keep 
guiding the conversation to slavery.  My retort focused on the 
fact the slavery from 1620 to 1865 was not a Southern problem, 
but a national problem and presented numerous facts and exam-
ples that brought home the truth. 

 It is important that we continue to defend our heritage 
as well as promote it.  We can accomplish that by each of us 
knowing our facts and stepping up to the plate to present a pos-
itive message about our country’s history.  No whining al-
lowed!  I shall support the candidate for Commander General 
in his efforts to grow our organization and present our positive 
message.  

 I ask for your support and promise to work to make 
the Order the organization our ancestors would be proud of. 

Proposal to Adopt a Universal 
MOS&B Logo 

  
     A group of surviving Confederate officers met in Columbia, 
South Carolina on August 30th, 1938 to discuss their concerns 
that the unique contributions made by the Confederate leader-
ship were not properly chronicled in our nation's history 
books.  They felt a particular duty fell to them as members of 
the Officers Corps. 
  
     This first meeting of what they named the "Order of the 
Stars & Bars" was convened with a great deal of enthusiasm by 
seventeen former Confederate officers as well as forty-seven 
male descendants of Confederate officers.  These dedicated 
men were unanimous in voting to begin a new CSA veteran 
society that would hold annual meetings.  The OSB was unique 
in that the organization was made up of veterans and their de-
scendants with the understanding that as the original Confeder-
ate officers die that is was the sacred responsibility of their 
male offspring to continue to carry on the purposes of the Or-
der. 
  
     The name of the Order was changed to "The Military Order 
of the Stars & Bars" at the 39th General Convention held in 
Memphis, Tennessee in 1976.  The "First National Flag of the 
Confederate States of America", the Stars and Bars, was ac-
cepted as the official insignia of the Order.  By all rights, that 
would mean that the official symbol is the 1st National Flag of 
the Confederacy that last flew on May 1st, 1863, with 13 stars. 
  
     An oddity is if you take a look at today's MOS&B logo/
shield, it has the Confederate Battle Flag at its center which is 
not adopted as the official symbol for the Order.  There doesn't 
appear to be any archival data available, nor is there anyone 
that can explain the battle flag on the "unofficial" symbol.  The 
symbol and logo used today has no history. 
  
The second unusual characteristic found is the sunburst or star-

burst background design behind 
the center seal of the unofficial 
logo.  This design was used 
by Union General Phil Sheridan's 
Cavalry Corps of the Army of the 
Potomac.  A Union-design 
should be not used to represent 
what the Society is. 
 
 There appears to be an-
other error on the unofficial logo/
shield which is on the Interna-
tional Website and others.  The 
shield's wording that was 
changed at the 39th Convention 

is not the wording on the site.  Chapter members believe this 
should be changed to reflect the original intent.  The official 
name of the Order is "The Military Order of the Stars and 
Bars".  The organizational name has been incorrect since the 
web’s inception. 
  
      Something long-missing from the MOS&B site is 
The Great Seal of the Confederate States of America.  No-
where is it displayed, yet it is the officially adopted seal of 
the Order.  This too should be incorporated into our official 
documents, as well as the international and all affiliated web-
sites. 
  
      For 41 years, the name of our Society has been "The 
Military Order of the Stars and Bars", the 1st National Flag 
(with 13 stars) has been the Order's official symbol, the Great 
Seal of The Confederate States of America has been the 
seal, and the starburst of the unofficial logo has represented a 
Union General's cavalry badge. 
  
      With the Commander General’s endorsement, the 
Society should highly consider revising and adopting an offi-
cial logo that aligns with the history; one that is of current 
design, distinguished from others; one that depicts leadership 
of our officers and civil leaders (the golden wreath); one with 
the Official symbol (13-star 1st National Flag), one with the 
official Seal (centered in the circle of stars of the official 
symbol), one with the inception date (beneath the wreath). 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
 Whereas the name of our organization is THE MILI-
TARY ORDER OF THE STARS AND BARS, and 
Whereas the official flag of our organization is the First Con-
federate, known as THE STARS AND BARS, and 
Whereas the official seal of our organization is based on the 
SEAL OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
and 
 Whereas the current logo for our organization bears 
neither the flag nor the seal of the Confederacy, and 
Whereas the concept of Self-Determination is endorsed by 
the government of the United States of America, the United 
Nations, and the European Union, and 
 Whereas the Confederacy was the embodiment of 
Self-Determination in the 19th Century and  
 Whereas the sight of the Battle Flag invokes derision 
and discussion immaterial to Self-Determination, often pre-
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Book Reviews on MOS&B Website 
 

If you have read a history book recently that covers the period of before, during, and after the War Between the States and would 
be willing to write up a review, the MOS&B would gladly appreciate you submitting it so we can include it with the various 
book reviews that we will start posting on our website.  Please forward your review to the email listed on the website.  

venting a fruitful dialog on the practical implications of Self – 
Determination, and   
 Whereas the background on our current logo appears to 
be a stylized version of the badge of General Phil Sheridan’s 
Cavalry Corps of the Army of the Potomac, 
 BE IT RESOLVED THAT our logo is to be revised 
forthwith 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT though unstated in our 
Constitution, the official flag of the organization should be the 13
-star First Confederate flag, which represented all 13 states in the 
Confederacy and not the 7-star flag representing the initial states 
to secede, and  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the logo for our 
organization, THE MILITARY ORDER OF THE STARS AND 
BARS, shall include both the official flag of the organization and 
the official seal of the organization as stipulated in our Constitu-
tion, 
 BE IT THEREFORE ADOPTED, that the new logo of 
THE MILITARY ORDER OF STARS AND BARS shall be that 
submitted by the Magruder Chapter 258 of the Virginia Society, 
as depicted below: 

  

Humbly, 

  

     "Chris" 

  

Christopher H. Ezelle 

Commander, Joseph Wright, Jr. 

 

Second Lt Commander,Vic Cole 

Recruitment Booth at the 2017 
SCV Reunion 

 
Below :  The MOSB IHQ manned a recruitment booth at the 
2017 SCV Memphis Reunion July 20-22.  Shown left to 
right are ANV Commander David Stringfellow, Memphis 
Chapter member Ashby Johnson, JAG Tarry Beasley, IHQ 
Manager Byron Brady, and Mississippi Society Commander 
Mike Moore. Other members that helped out at the table but 
are not shown are ANV Councilor Larry Brown, ATM 
Councilor Jim Simmons, Devin Lindsey of Texas, and Mem-
phis Chapter Commander James McCraw. 

Teacher of the Year Award 
 
Commander 
General Har-
old Davis is 
shown pre-
senting the 
2017 Ran-
dall Brackin 
Jones Teach-
er of 
the Year 
Award to 
Raymond V. 
King, III, of 

Four Oaks, North Carolina.  The presentation was made 
during the 2017 MOSB Wilmington Convention Awards 
Luncheon held July 17th.  Shown from left is Ray's wife 

Debbie and daughters Eva and Katie. 
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Yeatman Insurance  
Insurance and Financial Services  

Larry Yeatman, Agent 
    Serving Missouri and Kansas 

5606 NE Antioch Rd 
Gladstone, Missouri 64119 

1-800-467-1514  

lyeatman@farmersagent.com 

Offering: 
 

Auto, Home, Life, 
Mutual Funds*, Variable Universal Life*,  
Variable Annuities*, IRAs*,  & 401(k)s* 

  

*Securities offered through Farmers Financial Solutions, LLC 
 Member FINRA & SIPC 

New Florida Society Chapter 
Chartered 

 
The Major General William W. Loring Chapter 146 held 
their charter banquet September 21, 2017, in Brandon, Flori-
da. Shown below is Lieutenant Commander General Byron 
Brady presenting the charter to Chapter Commander Greg 
Caulley and Chapter Lieutenant Commander Houston Tuck-
er.  

Announcement of Candidacy for the 
Position of AOT Commander 

John H. Killian 
 
Gentlemen of the Order, 
 
 Please accept this an-
nouncement that I will be standing 
for election as Commander of the 
Army of Tennessee for our be-
loved Military Order of the Stars 
and Bars at the 2018 Reunion in 
Baton Rogue, Louisiana. 
 Consider my record and 
reputation as presented by a sum-
mary of my involvement in the 
realms of heritage, civic life, and 
the ministry.  I would be honored 
to serve you as Army Commander 
and pledge dedication and loyalty 
to the Order. 
Military Order of Stars and Bars: 

Six terms Chaplain General; Past Commander Alabama Society; 
Distinguished Commander Status; General Joseph E. Johnston 
Gold Star Award; Lt Charles Read Meritorious Service Award; 
Organized Chapters, represented the Order at public events, and 
served on committees at national level; and Three-time winner 
Rumbaugh Oration Contest 
Other Confederate-related Organizations: Sons of Confederate 
Veterans Camp Commander; Sons of Confederate Veterans Bri-
gade Commander; Sons of Confederate Veterans Division Chap-
lain; Sons of Confederate Veterans Army Chaplain; Sons of 
Confederate Veterans Army Adjutant; United Daughters of the 
Confederacy Jefferson Davis Medal; and Children of the Con-
federacy Honorary Division Member. 
Other Heritage/Patriotic Societies: Past President Birmingham 
Chapter Sons of the American Revolution; Past President Ala-
bama Society Sons of the American Revolution; Patriot Medal 
Sons of Confederate Veterans; Past Chaplain Alabama Society 
War of 1812  
Education: B.A. Tennessee Temple University; Master of Divin-
ity New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary; Master of Arts 
in Teaching University of West Alabama; and Doctor of Minis-
try New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary 
Career/Ministry: Served as Pastor of Baptist Churches for forty 
years; Currently serving as Director of Missions Fayette County 
Baptist Association in Fayette, AL; Taught Bible, Ministry and 
History courses for Judson College, New Orleans Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, Tennessee Temple University, and Bevill 
State Community College. 
Civic Involvement : Past Chairman, Long Term Health Commit-
tee on State Health Council 2011-17; Member, Board of Trus-
tees, University of West Alabama– Chairman Student Affairs 
Committee   2016-Present; Alumnus of the Year Tennessee 
Temple University 2013; Distinguished Alumnus New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary, 2014; President, Alabama Baptist 
State Convention 2014-16; President, Alabama Chapter New 
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, 2006; and Member, Ala-
bama Women’s Hall of Fame 2017-Present. 
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Announcement of Candidacy for the 
Position of ANV Commander 

David J. Stringfellow 
Compatriots of the Military Order of the Stars and Bars: 

 I am announcing my 
candidacy for the office of Com-
mander of the Army of Northern 
Virginia.   I would be honored to 
continue to serve the MOS&B to 
honor the memory of our mem-
bers’ Confederate ancestors and 
our Southern heritage. 

 I have served the 
MOS&B since 2016 as a Counci-
lor for the Army of Northern 
Virginia and was appointed in 
mid-2017 for the remaining term 
for the Commander of the Army 
of Northern Virginia. I am serv-
ing as Chair of the MOS&B’s 
Membership Committee.  I 
joined the MOS&B in 2013 and 

am the Adjutant for the General Samuel Cooper Chapter #105 in 
Alexandria, Virginia.  I served as Co-Chair of the Executive Com-
mittee that planned and carried out the 2015 Annual Convention 
of the MOS&B in Alexandria.  I joined the MOS&B on a close 
collateral ancestor Absalom Shacklett who joined the Confederate 
Army as a private but rose to the officer rank of Colonel and 
served during about the last 14 months of the War Between the 
States under General Nathan Bedford Forrest.  I first joined the 
Sons of Confederate Veterans in 1980 and am a Past Commander 
of the Frank Stringfellow Camp #822 in Fairfax, Virginia. 

 I have been involved with other societies over the years 
including the Sons of the American Revolution, Society of the 
Descendants of Washington’s Army at Valley Forge, District of 
Columbia Society of the War of 1812 (served as the President), 
Descendants of Mexican War Veterans, National Society Sons & 
Daughters of Antebellum Planters 1607-1861 (currently the Presi-
dent General) among others.  

 I am a graduate of Iowa State University for my under-
graduate degree, MBA degree from the Harvard Business School, 
and Juris Doctor degree from the University of Iowa.  I am a 
CPA, in retired status.   I worked for 23 years at the Edison Elec-
tric Institute in Washington, DC, working on electric utility indus-
try issues and meetings throughout the United States.  

 The MOS&B must continue its mission to commemorate 
and honor our ancestors who were the military and public officials 
of the Confederate States of America. We should continue to try 
new approaches to increase the size of our membership and retain 
the current members through heritage activities, meetings, and 
communications.  If elected to a full term as Commander of the 
Army of Northern Virginia I will work in support of the goals of 
honoring our ancestors and strengthening the Order to which we 
belong.  

2018 Convention Update 
 
 The 80th Anniversary of the General Convention 
of the Military Order of the Stars and Bars will be held 
July 12 – 14, 2018 at the Hilton Baton Rouge Capital Cen-
ter Hotel located at 201 Lafayette Street, Baton Rouge, LA 
70801.  The room rate will be $158.46 per night (single or 
double).  While the Executive Level room rate will be 
$181.26 per night (single or double).  The booking code is 
MOS&B.  The deadline for making reservations is June 
20, 2018. 
 
 To make a reservation, you must call the reserva-
tion number (800-955-6962), identify yourself as a mem-
ber of MOS&B group, designate the date of arrival & de-
parture, and make any special room requests at the time of 
reservation.  Unless you notify the front desk before check-
ing in that you are departing before the date of departure 
given when you made your reservation, you will be 
charged the amount equal to the first night’s room rate for 
each room reservation.  Note that there is a parking fee 
since the parking garage is ran independent of the hotel. 
 

Request for Donations 
Museum of Southern History  

 
 The Mu-
seum of Southern 
History that the 
members that 
attended when the 
MOS&B Annual 
Convention was 
held in Jackson-
ville, Florida has 

suffered some extensive damage due to Hurricane Irma.  
They are requesting individuals to consider donating to the 
restoration of the museum so that they can open the muse-
um back up to the public.  As you recall, this museum is a 
small museum that provide information about the War 
Between the States from a South’s perspective.  Please 
make out your check to the Museum of Southern History 
located at 4304 Hershel Street, Jacksonville, FL 32210 
(Attention – Ben Willingham).  Your contributions are 
greatly appreciated. 
 

Georgia Society News 
 
 During the summer, the Georgia Society MOS&B 
presented a check in the amount of $2500.00 to the Battle 
of Atlanta Commemoration Organization to advance the 
work to repair & upgrade the monument to Confederate 
General William Henry Talbot Walker who was killed at 
the start of the Battle of Atlanta on July 22, 1864.  Repre-
senting the Georgia Society was O. David Denard who 
made this check presentation on the 153rd Anniversary of 
General Walker’s death.  Note that the National MOS&B 
also made a contribution to this organization in 2015. 
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Confederate Irregulars in Salina, 
Kansas September 19, 1862 - A 

Firsthand Account 
By Patrick Joseph O’Connor (Copyright © 2017) 

 

 James R. Mead came to Kansas Territory in 1859, and 
found the country an excellent source of game and commerce.  
His memoir Hunting and Trading on the Great Plains 1859-
1875, dictated in the 1890s, from Chapter 7 “Civil War Raiders,” 
furnishes the episode below. (1) 

 Mead emigrated from Iowa and did not serve in uniform 
during the conflict, most likely due to his livelihood as a hunter 
and furnisher of trade goods.  In 1864, Mead was elected to the 
State Legislature.  It is clear from his writing where his loyalties 
were. 

   Kansas became a state in January, 1861—not a good 
year for the Union.  The territory was fought over, Free State or 
Slave, in the years preceding, thanks to the Kansas-Nebraska 
Act.  Tying the representation of the South in national govern-
ment to slavery, when actually there were a myriad of sectional 
differences, did a great disservice to this region of the United 
States—one still felt today.  Quantrill’s Raid on Lawrence hap-
pened in 1863.  This event in Salina came half-way between 
statehood and the Lawrence Raid. 

 ….One morning just at daybreak…a band of about thir-
ty-five heavily armed horsemen rode into town. They surrounded 
the building used as a hotel and proceeded to place every man 
under guard that they could find. At that time Salina contained 
no more than thirty or forty families all told and most of the men 
were either absent on the plains hunting, or down at the Missouri 
River after supplies. The horsemen were unshaven and dirty, 
dressed in buck-skin, and were a true picture of outlaws. 

 In this description, Mead shows his hand.  He could not 
expect the buck skinners to look otherwise, being newly come to 
town.  Other figures in his work do not warrant the “outlaw” epi-
thet.  He assigned the title of captain to the leader and shows him 
to be a logical individual who is polite to Mead’s wife. 

I saw at once that it would be utterly useless for the few of 

us who were there to make any resistance. So I told the 

ladies not to be anxious, as I didn’t think there was any 

special danger. I then went alone to meet the Captain of 

the party and three of his men who were marching in our 

direction. Each man was armed with two double-barreled 

shot guns, two big revolvers, and a huge knife in a belt 

around his waist…. 

 They said they were going round gathering up what 

horses and arms they could find, and if we didn’t make any 

resistance they were not going to hurt any of us, but if we 

made them any trouble they were going to burn our little 

town for us. I asked them what they were going to do that 

for, telling them that we never had wronged anyone.... The 

Captain replied that they were good Confederates and 

were going down to join their brethren in the South. 

They knew about our little town and thought they 

would take it…. 

 The Captain of the party then told one of his 

men to take me over to the hotel where they had the oth-

ers under guard. He then went on to the door of the 

house. My wife, who had been watching the proceed-

ings… asked him what he wanted and what he was 

going to do with me. The Captain took off his fur cap, 

made a very polite bow, and said, “Madam, don’t be 

alarmed. We are not going to hurt anybody. But if you 

have got any guns in the house we would like to have 

them.” 

 I saw at once that it would be utterly useless for the 
few of us who were there to make any resistance. So I told 
the ladies not to be anxious, as I didn’t think there was any 
special danger. I then went alone to meet the Captain of the 
party and three of his men who were marching in our direc-
tion. Each man was armed with two double-barreled shot 
guns, two big revolvers, and a huge knife in a belt around 
his waist…. 

 They said they were going round gathering up 
what horses and arms they could find, and if we didn’t make 
any resistance they were not going to hurt any of us, but if 
we made them any trouble they were going to burn our little 
town for us. I asked them what they were going to do that 
for, telling them that we never had wronged anyone.... The 
Cap-tain replied that they were good Confederates and 
were going down to join their brethren in the South. They 
knew about our little town and thought they would take it…. 

 The Captain of the party then told one of his men to 
take me over to the hotel where they had the others under 
guard. He then went on to the door of the house. My wife, 
who had been watching the proceedings… asked him what 
he wanted and what he was going to do with me. The Cap-
tain took off his fur cap, made a very polite bow, and said, 
“Madam, don’t be alarmed. We are not going to hurt any-
body. But if you have got any guns in the house we would 
like to have them.” 

 Mead finds amusement in this dark time.  The sce-
ne is not sinister, though there is danger in the air.  

 It so happened that I had a very fine rifle down at 
the gun-smith’s, having broken the loading rod. The guerril-
las captured the shop, scaring the proprietor, Charley Cres-
son, pretty badly, and appropriated my fine rifle. They also 
took a number of others and secured a large stock of pistols, 
cutlery, and ammunition. This cap-ture seemed to please 
them very much….and each man picked out such as he 
wanted. 

I noticed my rifle among the others, and saw the man who 
got it. He was one of the finest-looking men I ever saw, over 
six feet in height, not over twenty-five years of age, with a 
face as rosy as a young girl’s, and flowing raven hair. 
About the time they were ready to go, I went to the Captain 
of the raiders and told him that one of his men had my gun, 
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that I was a hunter and depended upon that gun for support, 
and that I really could not get on very well without it. After talk-
ing with me a moment, he said he would get my gun if I could 
find it. I pointed out to him this man who had saddled and 
mounted a big stage mule. 

 The Captain went up to him and said, “Lieutenant, 
what are you doing on that darned big mule? You can’t ride 
him. He will buck and throw you off. Better get on a horse. And 
you have got this man’s gun. He seems to be a clever sort of 
man and you had better let him have his gun.” 

 The man refused, even though the Captain went on at 
length. 

 “I would like to get your gun for you,” he said, “but 
you see it won’t do to raise a fuss with one of my own men about 
it, and I guess I will have to let it go.” 
 
 I then began talking to the Lieutenant about the gun, 
and in the meantime got hold of it and was pulling it away from 
him when he jerked it back. 
 
 “You wouldn’t take a man’s gun right away from him, 
would you?” he asked. So I had to let it go. 
 
 Mead indeed was an accomplished hunter who found 
he could make more money trading with the Native Americans.  
There are other instances in his book where he lost goods to a 
Cheyenne war party and a Pawnee raiding party.  Of course, he 
was on their land at the time. 

 When they had all mounted and started to leave, the 
Captain lin-gered a moment and made us a little speech. From 
his dialect I should judge he was raised somewhere in the back-
woods of Mis-souri or Arkansas. 

 “We ain’t got nothing against you folks, and I suppose 
we have used some mighty fine men pretty damned rough. But 
we have been done that way ourselves and we had to do this to 
get even. The best thing you can do is to go and get even on 
somebody else. You folks have treated us like gentlemen, and we 
ain’t got nothing against you, and wish you good luck. If you 
happen around where we are, come and see us and we will treat 
you white.” 

 And, bidding us good day, he rode off in a gallop. 

 Thus ends the raid.  Mead depicts the Confederates 
honestly and without malice.  As this was dictated 30 years after 
the War Between the States and, with the tenor of reconciliation 
shown between combatants, this is not surprising. The Captain’s 
justification is told in vernacular and his accent is noted as 
Southern.  More importantly, Mead offers it in a manner that 
might seem reasonable.  He further explains:   

 The party followed the old military road running from 
Ft. Riley(2) to Larned, and robbed two or three ranches along 
the road. Finally they met the stage coming in from Larned, 
with its four mules and some extra animals tied behind….They 
took every hoof of stock they had, leaving them afoot and alone 
on the prairie. It seems that this party were Southerners who 
had been mining in the mountains. On deciding to go back to 
Texas and join the Con-federacy, they had followed down the 

Smoky Hill River and stopped out on the range fifty or sixty 
miles West until they had sent spies down and found out our 
defenseless condition and what we had, and then made the 
raid…. From there they struck South across the plains and, 
as I afterwards learned, arrived safely in Texas and joined 
their brethren in the war. 

 The participants in this raid are subdued in their 
behavior, unlike the anomie and “benevolent” lawlessness 
that expositors of post-structuralism exhibit.  “Post-
structuralist thought is associated most closely with the 
French theorists who came to prominence at the time of the 
1968 student and worker uprisings and the shift in under-
standings of culture, politics and power that these events 
marked.”(3) 

 Social activists are quick to protest anything con-
nected to Southern Heritage, echoing the French and Japa-
nese students who manned the barricades in 1968.  Their 
brand of intolerance is based on tearing down the monu-
ments of history (or of defacing them), much like the anar-
chist thought of the late 19th century and the Islamic Extrem-
ists of Iraq and Afghanistan today.  What does this actually 
accomplish?   

 “At the centre of poststructuralist thought is a con-
cern to comprehend life not as something composed of iden-
tities, objects and subjects, but of difference, complex rela-
tions, and instability….(4) 

 Extremism on the Left fosters extremism on the 
Right.  There is no getting around it.  Heritage groups like 
the Military Order of Stars and Bars and the Sons of Confed-
erate Veterans offer a much better outlet for ancestral rever-
ence, proscribing racism and violence.  This distinction 
needs to be shown to the public.  The Confederate irregulars 
in Mead’s report show restraint even in times of war.  Such 
comportment has been lost on the social activists of today. 

———— 

1. Used with permission from the publisher, Rowfant Press. 

2. General J. E. B. Stuart was stationed at Fort Riley 1858-

1861 in the U.S. Cavalry.  

3. Seale, Clive, Editor. 2004. Researching Society and Cul-
ture Second Edition. London: Sage Publications, 42. 
 

4. Seale, Clive, Editor. 2004. Researching Society and Cul-

ture Second Edition. London: Sage Publications, 42. 
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Membership Dues 
Once again, we are at the time of year in which annual dues 
need to be submitted to the Military Order of the Stars and 
Bars. Note that the Annual National dues has increased to 
$45.00. The increase of $10.00 from last year was voted on 
and approved at the Annual MOS&B Convention in Wil-
mington, NC. For those who are members of local chapters, 
annual National dues are usually submitted along with 
chapter and society dues through their chapter. Members of 
the National At-Large Chapter should submit annual dues 
to the address shown on the front page. Remember also to 
submit applicable State Society and Chapter dues.  

POW/MIA Day Remarks 
Delivered by Colonel Greg Eanes, USAF (Ret) 

Mayor, Town of Crewe  

Hosted by VFW Post 8902, Charlotte Court House, Virginia 

Administration Building Lawn - September 15, 2017 

 Like many of you I wear several ‘hats’ to include that of 
a local political leader, a regional military historian, of veteran, 
civic minded-citizen and more importantly that of husband, father 
and grandfather. Today, as I speak to you, I’ll be wearing each of 
those hats. 

 I will talk about men who were prisoners of war.  They 
were all Confederates. They were all African-Americans. This 
will transition into my reflections about current attacks on Virgin-
ia’s war memorials. 

 As a military historian I say that sadly, what is not ade-
quately recognized is the Confederate service of Virginia’s Afri-
can-American population, both free men and slaves.  Recent 
scholarship into primary source documents allows the identifica-
tion of about 3,400 men and women. This number reflects a little 
less than three percent of the 120,000 Virginians reported by the 
Virginia State Library as having served in the Confederate Army 
and does not include raw numbers reporting men working in cer-
tain war industries; numbers that significantly increase the per-
centage of known African-American participation. 

 Wartime and post-war documentation shows the black 
Confederate had his share of heroism and danger.  Whether con-
script or volunteer, they were a vital element of the Confederate 
war machine. Many of these men were killed in combat and many 
became prisoners of war.   

Let us hear their stories: 

 The father of the great African-American educator 

Robert Russa Moton was a Confederate body servant.  His 

duties today would be consistent with those of a General 

Officer’s Enlisted Aide, a special duty in the today’s Army.  

Moton wrote: 

 “When the Civil War broke out my father [Booker Mo-
ton] went [with] … Colonel Womack… as his "body servant." I 

think they would say "valet" today. He was with him during 
the first three years of that bitter struggle, suffering all the 
privations and hardships so familiar to those who know 
what the Southern Army endured.   

  “One experience he used often to relate was that 
near Petersburg he accidentally got within the Union lines 
and was told that he might remain with the Yankees if he so 
desired; but he told them that he could not do so at the time 
because he had given his definite promise that he would 
stand by Colonel Womack until the war was over. He could 
not break his promise…I am told that the friendship be-
tween the two men, one black, one white, was very strong; 
that nothing ever separated them save Colonel Womack's 
death...” 

 By Robert Russa Moton’s story we see that his 
father was briefly, a prisoner of war. 

 A remarkable story was of an African-American 
who served as a Confederate spy.  Peyton Hemmingway 
was a slave of 2nd Lt. Lynn Hemmingway of Co. K, 11th 
Mississippi Infantry.  Peyton was a noted fiddler and 
“highly respected by black and white”. He was in Virginia 
before returning to Mississippi in early 1863 and where he 
was recruited as a spy.   

 Peyton posed as a fugitive slave to the command-
ers of the various Union gunboats “and was well received”.  
In this capacity, he managed to identify and “secrete their 
official papers, maps, etc., and escaped with these docu-
ments” to Confederate lines.    He left Vicksburg before it 
fell and returned to Virginia with Lt. Hemmingway remain-
ing until Lee surrendered at Appomattox.  Peyton was sent 
home before surrender ceremonies and was identified to 
Federal authorities “as the spy who had deceived them 
above Fort Pemberton.”  He was taken prisoner, placed in 
irons and sent to New York. 

 According to the documentation, rather than a 
Federal prison, Peyton was diverted to a ship that took him 
to Cuba where he was:  “sold as a slave together with many 
others.  The vessel on which he was taken was a Federal 
gunboat.  In Cuba he worked as a slave in factories for 
nearly fifteen years, being entirely cut off from all commu-
nication with home and friends. He made seven attempts to 
escape…all but the last, of course, being unsuccessful.  

 Finally, he found an American vessel, commanded 
by a Southerner, to whom he related the history of his cap-
ture, enslavement and forced exile, and begged to be re-
turned to his home and family.”   

 The Southern Captain got Peyton back home and 
with the help of several ladies in Virginia, enough money 
was raised to get him to Mississippi on April 15, 1880. 

 From Pulaski, Virginia we have James Mosby, a 
free man of color identified in press report as a 
“Confederate veteran, who fought in the Southern army 
throughout the Civil War”.  He was taken prisoner and 
managed to escape from a Federal prison in the North and 
made his way home to rejoin his unit, serving until the end 
of the war. He died at the age of 70.   
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 Captain James Dinkins recalled a notorious Union 
prisoner of war camp saying,  

 "My recollection is that there were thirteen negroes 
who spent the dreadful winter of 1863-4 with us at Johnson's 
Island, and not one of them deserted or accepted freedom, 
though it was urged upon them time and again. 

 “…the Federal authorities assured the negroes they 
were as free as their masters had been, and were not prisoners 
of war; that they would give them no rations and no rights as 
prisoners of war if they went in the prison, but they all elected 
to go in, and declared to the Yankees they would stick to their 
[officers] to the end of time, if they starved to death by doing 
so. 

 "Those Confederate officers, of course, shared their 
rations and everything else…without exception, [they] clung 
together in heroic sacrifice…”. 

 In another incident at that POW Camp, a black Con-
federate named George was singled out for special treatment by 
the Union commander who repeatedly called him out for inter-
rogations.  One Confederate recorded,  

 " We often said: 'We have seen the last of poor 
George,' but at night George would be escorted back by a 
guard. I asked George what they said to him. He told us that 
Mister Pearson (…the Yankee Major in command of the pris-
on) would tell him he was a free man; that he had but to say 
the word and he would be taken out and given work at $2 a 
day, and good clothes to wear, and go and live anywhere he 
wanted--told him he was a fool, that his master would never be 
exchanged or get out of prison--that if he stayed with the Rebel 
officer he would starve in prison. He said Pearson told him all 
this and more. I then asked George what he said in reply, and 
what George said was:  

 'Sir, what you want me to do is to desert. I ain't no 
deserter, and down South, sir, where we live, deserters always 
disgrace their families. I've got a family down home, sir, and if 
I do what you tell me, I will be a deserter and disgrace my fam-
ily, and I am never going to do that’,” 

 In the Shenandoah Valley, a slave named Abe Good-
game was captured and imprisoned by Federal authorities at 
Fort McHenry. While there he refused to take the oath of alle-
giance to the United States.  He managed to get a letter to a 
Confederate officer he knew and asked that the officer report 
his POW status to the 12th Alabama Infantry Regiment.  

 Union Navy records show approximately 40 African-
Americans were captured and made Prisoners of War while 
running the blockade on various ships or small boats.  One 
blockade runner had an entirely black crew. Their names in-
cluded Albert Ball, George Thompson, William Thompson and 
A. Lincoln. 

 An 1864 diary entry of a Confederate clerk contains 
‘A Yankee Account of the Treatment of Confederate Prisoners’ 
from the Chicago Times.  Describing activities at Camp Doug-
las the Chicago newspaper report stated: 

 “It is said also that a mulatto boy, a servant of one of the Con-
federate captains, and, of course, a prisoner of war, who was 

well known to have a pass to go anywhere within the lines, 
was walking inside the guard limits…when the guard com-
manded him to halt. He did not stop, and was instantly 
killed.” 

 The same clerk reported, “By the last flag of truce 
boat a negro slave returned.  His Confederate owner took 
the oath of allegiance, the slave refused.  He said his owner 
“had no principles.”   

 The clerk also recorded a newspaper account that 
said, “two negroes captured by General Hunter in the Val-
ley last summer, and forced into the Yankee army, deserted 
yesterday and came into General Pickett’s lines, and were 
brought over to this city.” 

 “It is said also that a mulatto boy, a servant of one 
of the Confederate captains, and, of course, a prisoner of 
war, who was well known to have a pass to go anywhere 
within the lines, was walking inside the guard limits…
when the guard commanded him to halt. He did not stop, 
and was instantly killed.” 

 The same clerk reported, “By the last flag of truce 
boat a negro slave returned.  His Confederate owner took 
the oath of allegiance, the slave refused.  He said his owner 
“had no principles.”   

 The clerk also recorded a newspaper account that 
said, “two negroes captured by General Hunter in the Val-
ley last summer, and forced into the Yankee army, deserted 
yesterday and came into General Pickett’s lines, and were 
brought over to this city.” 

Hyram Conaway, age 92 in 1932 at the time of Confeder-
ate pension, was from Lancaster County, Va.  He was a 
Cook in the 40th Va Regt from 1861. Conaway “was cap-
tured in the year 1864 and held prisoner near Winchester, 
Va ‘till end of war...” At least four other African-
Americans from Lancaster were also held as prisoners of 
war. 

James Berry of Prince George County was age 80 when 
he received a Confederate Pension in 1929. He was with 
Co. F, 5th Virginia Cavalry better known as the Prince 
George Cavalry. He was captured at Fredericksburg. 

Dick Poplar of Co. H, 13th Virginia Cavalry was captured 
on the retreat from Gettysburg. He was a POW for 20 
months at Ft. Delaware and at Point Lookout. He returned 
to his Petersburg home after the war and worked as a cook 
at the Bollingbrook Hotel.  According to his obituary “he 
was buried with full Confederate honors as befitting a loy-
al Son of the South.”  His pallbearers were Confederate 
veterans. 

 It was the Appomattox Campaign that saw the 
employment of a regularly mustered all-black Confederate 
military unit.  Two Confederate companies reportedly par-
ticipated in and repulsed a Federal cavalry attack at Dea-
tonsville on April 5, 1865 before being overwhelmed and 
forced to surrender.  A Union officer reported about 320 of 
these men were made prisoners of war.  There is eyewit-
ness evidence that some escaped and continued the re-
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treat.  One squad of 12 was observed on April 6 constructing 
hasty fortifications west of Sailor’s Creek. 

 At least 36 black Confederates are listed as having been 
formally paroled with Lee’s Army at Appomattox.  One black 
Confederate still resisting was Paul Armstead of Co. H, 22nd 
Virginia Infantry. He appears in Confederate records as a Chief 
Cook and as a Corporal.  He eventually surrendered at 
Lewisburg (now West Virginia) and was paroled as a prisoner of 
war on April 26, 1865, more than two weeks after Lee surren-
dered. 

 While there is still extensive work to do in identifying 
and transcribing wartime rosters the public record is clear that 
these men were a critical part of the Confederate war effort. 
They performed duties considered akin to “active military ser-
vice”; service that would gain them ‘veteran status’ by the stand-
ards of today. They may not have been infantry but, they were 
doing “soldier’s work” and “soldiers” in all but name.  They 
were without a doubt ‘veterans’, recognized and referred to as 
such by their white contemporaries and state governments in the 
post-war period.  'Black Confederates' were not myth. They are 
fact. As we have seen, some of them became prisoners of war. 
Primary source documents are clear on these points. 

 Our Confederate war memorials also represent these 
brave black men of whom I spoke today for they were Confeder-
ate veterans. As Confederate veterans, they are also American 
veterans.  This is fact.  It is established by Federal law and rec-
ognized by custom, common practice and more importantly, by 
the Union soldier with whom he fought on the battlefield and 
with whom he helped lead the national reconciliation. 

 Confederate war memorials are American war memori-
als.  This too is fact. Like other war memorials, they were erect-
ed to honor the memory of our war dead and the surviving veter-
ans. Those memorials are not there to commemorate a political 
philosophy. They are there only to honor our dead; designed to 
bring closure to family and community loss and to remind us of 
the awful price of war. 

 American veterans who served in Gray agreed that the 
end of slavery was the one great positive outcome of that con-
flict recognizing that the motivating object of their own service 
involved greater Constitutional and legal questions which had 
tested the nation since the founding of the republic. 

 Secession was an unresolved question.  

 Federal tariffs which undermined local industry in 
states which saw no financial return had created years of friction.  

 And slavery was the abortion issue of its day, with Con-
stitutional, legal and moral questions for that generation. Ques-
tions that were further complicated by its ties to economic and 
congressional balance of power implications.  

 What we see today though is not about the politics of 
yesterday. Those issues have long been resolved.  

 What we see today is about the politics of today and 
‘mob rule’. The issue of Confederate war memorials has been 
created and driven by a handful of societal misfits promoting 
intolerance, anarchy, and violence. It has been capitalized on by 

those seeking to divide the country for some short-term elec-
toral objective. Short-sighted politicians took the bait. 

 Never in the history of our Commonwealth have we 
had a Governor seek to destroy American war memorials.  

  Never in the history of our Commonwealth have we 
had a Governor bring discredit upon that office by choosing 
to disparage Virginia’s war dead. 

 Never in the history of our Commonwealth have we 
had a Governor lead his party down a path of destruction 
rather than construction; an endeavor publicly supported by 
the man his party wishes to succeed him. 

 As an elected leader, it is incumbent upon me to 
state plainly that the destruction, disruption or removal of 
our war memorials is an insult to the many Virginia citizens 
whose families served and sacrificed for their native state.  
These memorials honor Virginia’s sons. They honor our 
families. 

 Like the veterans of today, they did not choose the 
politics that led to war; they merely served when called.  

 Many did not return because there were no remains 
left to return. In such cases, these memorials also served as 
grave stones for the mothers without sons, the wives without 
husbands and the children without fathers. These too were 
our families. 

 As an American combat veteran, I tell you the de-
struction, disruption or removal of any war memorial to any 
American veteran who served honorably is an insult to all 
veterans.   

 If it is not stopped, a precedent will be established, 
and many of us will one day find memorials honoring our 
dead comrades unnecessarily politicized because some poli-
tician who never served in uniform seeks to sow civil dis-
cord for political motives.  We remember well the politicians 
who vilified our Vietnam Veterans and those who have vili-
fied our sacrifices in Iraq. Do not think it cannot happen. 

 The politicians and groups advocating the removal 
of Confederate war memorials are advocating nothing less 
than a policy of ethnocide.   

 The fact is, there are an estimated 65 to 70 million 
Americans with Confederate heritage. They are honest 
Americans of all races and religions who work jobs, pay 
taxes, raise their children responsibly, support their churches 
and synagogues. They have served their country in and out 
of uniform. They are a vibrant part of a nation of over 326 
million. While not all identify with their Confederate cultur-
al heritage, many do. 

 Technically they are an ethnic and cultural minori-
ty. They are deserving of the same respect, the same protec-
tions, the same platforms, the same tolerance and the same 
rights and privileges as every other element of American 
society. And yes, they too have feelings. 

 Ethnocide is a strong word. Very strong. But when 
one steps back to objectively view what is happening, you’ll 
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find that it fits. Honest ethical leadership requires we call it out 
for what it is.   

 The government advocates of the policy can try to 
disguise their motives in noble sounding words and lofty goals 
but the reality is that, when you boil it all down, the policy is 
still nothing less than the state-sponsored ethnic cleansing of an 
American sub-culture.  

 This is bad public policy for any level of government 
in the United States of America.  

 First, it sets a precedent for the persecution of an 
American sub-culture; persecution designed to justify the de-
struction and censoring of public works of timeless artistic, 
cultural and historical value. Such persecution cannot be justi-
fied and is just plain un-American. It violates the fundamental 
principles of liberty and cultural tolerance Americans hold dear. 

  Second, in Virginia, it undermines our local econo-
mies. Civil War tourism is a $2.3 billion industry. It pumps 
spending and residual tax revenues into many Virginia locali-
ties including Charlotte and Halifax Counties. When govern-
ment officials undermine local industry, people lose jobs. Fami-
lies go hungry. Residual tax revenues for localities disappear. 
We have all seen how the ‘war on coal’ has devastated the fam-
ilies and communities of Southwest Virginia. 

 Finally, it is a waste of political energy and political 
capital.  It does not create one job. Rather, it undermines job 
preservation in our tour and travel industry.  It does not fund 
one school.  Rather, it undermines the generation of business 
taxes that could build new schools or fund teacher salaries. 

 It does not feed one child.  But it could cost a single-
mother the job needed to feed her child.  

 It does not pay one medical bill.  It does not replace 
one small town water or sewer pipe or pave a single road.  

It does not teach one man ‘to fish’ so that he can stand on his 
own two feet.  It does not teach a man to read so he can find a 
job or earn new skills. It does not relieve one taxpayer of the 
burden of government.  

 And, it does not create social justice. And in this par-
ticular case, it violates the spirit and legacy of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King who envisioned a day when the “the sons of former 
slaves and the sons of former slaveowners” would sit together 
“at the table of brotherhood”. 

 Social justice is not born when politicians pit one 
group against another based on race, creed, culture, religion, 
ethnicity or economic status. Rather, what we see planted are 
the seeds of distrust and the fertilization of animosities that 
could last for generations.  

 As an elected leader, I must tell you that these are the 
types of policies we get when we elect people of ill will who 
worship at the altar of self and at the altar of the political state 
rather than at the altar of God. 

 I tell you it is incumbent upon ethical leaders in all 
parts of our community to confront that which is wrong.  

 History is not a weapon be wielded in pursuit of 
vengeance; History is a tool to be used to build a better fu-
ture. We can build that future by remembering God’s 
‘Golden Rule’; to treat others as you would have them treat 
you. It is a fundamental teaching recognized in the three 
major monotheistic religions. It a command from God…not 
government. Those here today have it within their power to 
stop the insanity. 

 As citizens and as organizations we can write to our 
legislators and advocate preserving and strengthening Vir-
ginia State Code 15.2-1812, Memorials for War Veterans 
which currently provides permanent protections for all Vir-
ginia’s war memorials.  

 Further, for veterans, every local post in the VFW, 
American Legion, AMVETS, and Disabled American Veter-
ans can likewise pass a resolution advocating the preserva-
tion and strengthening of the same law and urge our state 
organizations to take the lead in preserving and strengthen-
ing this state code. VFW Post 7819 has passed such a resolu-
tion. 

 Finally, each of you have it within your power to 
vote on election day.  There is no more powerful way to 
make your voice heard in Richmond than to vote.  The 
choice is clear. 

Thank you. 

2017 MOS&B Awards 
Confederate Legacy Legion of Merit 

Martin Nelson Bell - Georgia 

Conway Bagwell Moncure - Virginia  

David John Stringfellow - Virginia 

 

The Winnie Davis Award 

Gwen Dockery - Alabama 

Karen Powers - North Carolina  

 

Henry Timrod Southern Culture Award 

James Keith Jones - North Carolina 

 

Lt. Charles Read Meritorious Service Medal 

Charles Edward Beaver - Arkansas 

Martin Nelson Bell - Georgia 

Thomas Richard Clarke, Jr. - Georgia 

Gary Clark Mitchell - Colorado 
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William Hall Mitchell - Alabama 

Gary Eugene Parrott - Colorado 

Daryl Craig Patterson - Alabama 

Fletcher Artemus Pennebaker - Arkansas 

Ronald Lee Perdue - North Carolina 

Charles Neal Rea - Arkansas 

Sanford Christian Reed - Texas 

Randolph Stinton Weaver, Jr. - Alabama 

 

Col. John Pelham Legion of Merit Award 

Walter Espey Dockery - Alabama        

Samuel Chester Gambrell, Jr. - Alabama  

James Joel Johnston - Arkansas   

Beverly Matthews Leigh, III - Alabama 

 

Maj. Gen. Patrick Cleburne Service Award 

Larry Thomas Brown - North Carolina 

Paul William Bryant, Jr. - Alabama 

David Michael Edwards - North Carolina 

Michael Cain Griffin - South Carolina 

Larry D. Martin - Texas 

Richard Wallace Rhone - Alabama 

Jeffrey Lee Sizemore - Florida 

Joseph Judson Smith, III - Virginia 

John Howard Talley, III - North Carolina 

George Thomas Valsame - North Carolina 

Donald W. Watson - North Carolina 

Harry Wade Watt - North Carolina 

 

Distinguished Commander Award 

Thomas Tarry Beasley, II - Tennessee 

Glenn Wayne Toal - Texas 

Thomas Adams Wellborn - Colorado 

 

Varina Howell Davis Award 

Diane A. Dyess - Texas    

Martha S. Killian - Alabama 

Linda K. Lashley - North Carolina   

Martha Eason Watson - North Carolina 

 

T. J. Fakes Award 

Best Chapter Scrapbook 

Lt. Gen. James Longstreet Chapter 306 - Macon, Georgia 

 

J.E.B Stuart Award - Best Society Scrapbook 

Georgia Society 

 

Captain John Morton Award - Best Chapter Newslet-
ter 

3rd Place - Shepherd’s Battery Dispatch - Wilmington, NC 

2nd Place - The Gray Line - Greensboro, NC 

1st Place - The Shenandoah - Raleigh NC 

 

Col. Walter H. Taylor Award - Best Society Newsletter 

2nd Place - The Georgia Guardian - Georgia  

1st Place - Farthest To The Front - North Carolina 

 

Rebel Club Certificate - Membership Recruitment 

Thomas Tarry Beasley, II - Tennessee - 3 

Wm. Howard Jones - California - 4 

 

Rebel Club Gold Medal and Certificate - Membership 
Recruitment 

Sanford Christian Reed - Texas - 15  

Larry D. Martin  - Texas - 21 

 

Lt. Gen. Simon Buckner Award 

NC - Capt. James Waddell Chapter 32 

TN - Maj. Gen. Cadmus Wilcox Chapter 73 

CA - Gen. John B. Hood Chapter 89 

SC - Gen. Maxcy Gregg Chapter 98 

MS - Gen. Nathan B. Forrest Chapter 100 

VA - Gen. George Pickett Chapter 115 
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MI - Lt. Col. John P. Bowman Chapter 139 

TN - Lt. Dabney M. Scales Chapter 141 

TX - Gen. Sul Ross Chapter 184 

SC - Col. James McCullough Chapter 242 

VA - Skipwith Dance DeNoon Chapter 260 

TX - Co. Richard Hubbard Chapter 261 

AL - BG St. John R. Liddell Chapter 271  

TX - Col. W. H. Parsons Chapter 273 

SC - Col. Stephen Jackson Chapter 295 

NC - Capt. Henry C. Grady Chapter 296 

CO - Maj. Chatham R. Wheat Chapter 297 

SC - Gen. P. G. T. Beauregard Chapter 300 

SC - Capt. Stephen D. Lee Chapter 301 

CA - Capt. Alonzo Ridley Chapter 303 

NC - Gen. W. H. C. Whiting Chapter 305 

GA - Lt. Gen. James Longstreet Chapter 306 

NC - Zebulon Vance HQ Chapter No. 307 

 

Col. Walter Hopkins Distinguished Chapter Award 

Major General W. H. C. Whiting Chapter No. 305 

Wilmington, North Carolina 

 

2017 Randall Brackin Jones Teacher of the Year 

Raymond V. King, III - Four Oaks, NC 

 

Southern Cross of Military Service 

Staff Sergeant Paul Tyler-Lee Sizemore 

United States Air Force Reserves, South Carolina 

 

Honorary Commander General 

Richard Bender Abell, DCS - Virginia 

 

Scholarship Awards 

Army of Northern Virginia Department  - Robert E. Lee 
Scholarship  

David Pope 

Sylva North Carolina - College: Virginia Military Institute, 
Lexington, Virginia 

Goal: U.S. Naval Officer - Then a career in personal fitness 
and development 

Patrick Blaha 

Greensboro North Carolina - College: Washington Universi-
ty, St. Louis, Missouri 

Goal: Engineering Degree 

Army of Tennessee Department - Nathan Bedford For-
rest Scholarship  

Mary Grace Burks 

Montgomery Alabama - College: Auburn University, Au-
burn, Alabama 

Goal: Pediatric Occupational Therapist  

William Connor Lee 

Deatsville Alabama - College: Faulkner University, Mont-
gomery, Alabama 

Goal: Business Administration Degree 

Army of the Trans-Mississippi Department - Patrick R. 
Cleburne Scholarship  

Elizabeth Elaine Emmick 

Dallas Texas - College: Southern Methodist University, 
Dallas, Texas 

Goal: Degree in Psychology 

Shelby Ellen Massey 

Bethany Oklahoma - College: Southern Nazarene Universi-
ty, Bethany, Oklahoma 

Goal: Degree in Psychology 

2017 Literary Awards 

 

The Douglas Southall Freeman History Award 

Grant Invades Tennessee: The 1862 Battles for Forts Henry 
and Donalson  

By Timothy B. Smith, Martin, Tennessee 

 

The John Esten Cooke Fiction Award  

A Rebel Among Us 

By J.D.R. Hawkins, Colorado Springs, Colorado 
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