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The Fate of the Mill People of Roswell Manufacturing Company 

of Roswell, Georgia during the War Between the States  
By Dave L. Floyd 

 My name is Dave Lafayette Floyd and this is a 
true story of the encounter of some of my ancestors 
with the Union Army during the Atlanta Campaign of 
the War Between the States. 

 I am a member of the Military Order of the 
Stars and Bars and am currently serving as an Army of 
the Tennessee Executive Councilor. I have been a 
member of the Order since 1998 and a Life Member 
since 2007. 

  On my mother side of the family, the Kend-
leys, I am descended from the Roswell Mill people, 
whose arrest was ordered by Union General William T. 
Sherman.  They were charged with treason.  As many 
as 1000 women, children, and old men, who worked in 
the cotton mills of Roswell and Sweetwater Creek in 
New Manchester, Georgia, were shipped North. 

  They were taken from their homes and trans-
ported hundreds of miles to Northern soil, set free and 
left with no provisions. These hapless victims were 
forced to fend for themselves. These women and chil-
dren were not war criminals nor did they pose any type 
of serious threat to the Union Army. Nevertheless they 
were charged with treason for working in mills that 
supplied cloth to the Confederate Government. 

 My people worked at the Roswell Mill and to 
put what happened to them in the right context I must 
give you some history of Roswell, Georgia and its 
Mills. 

 It is hard of us to picture that where we live in 

Georgia today was ever considered a frontier but it was 
and there were Indians here before the white man.  

 Settlers arrived in the 1600’s, 1700’s and 1800’s 
when the land in and around the town of Roswell be-
longed to the Cherokee Indians. The white man had been 
pushing the Indians out of their land ever since their first 
contact and North Georgia would be no different and in 
1817 a treaty was negotiated with the Cherokees to re-
move them from their land in North Georgia. 

 Then something happened that was totally unex-
pected, GOLD was discovered in North Georgia in 1828 
and this sealed the fate of what was left of the Cherokees 
in Georgia. In 1830 the State of Georgia passed the 
“Indian Removal Act”. This act not only removed what 
remained of the Indians in Georgia, it also exchanged 
Indian land in Georgia for land west of the Mississippi 
where the Indians were to be relocated. White men then 
went prospecting for gold in the headwaters of the major 
rivers of North Georgia. 

 The Indian land in Georgia covered 6,000 square 
miles. In 1831 this land was surveyed into 160 acre 
farms lots and 40 acre gold lots and these lots went into 
the Georgia land Lotteries of 1832 and 1833.   

 Then the gold began to play out. It did not take 
long to realize there was little gold to be found in the 
outlying areas that was to become Roswell, Georgia. The 

Continued on Page 5 
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Article Submittal Request 
 
 If you have an article that you would like 
to be considered for publication, please send your 
submittal to Jeff Sizemore (Editor General) at 
swampeditor@yahoo.com. 
 Chapter and Society News is also wel-
come.  Please email to the address.  The preferred 
submittal is one in which the articles are in MS 
Word format and that all pictures are in jpeg for-
mat as this makes it easier to format to the proper 
scale within this publication. 
 Note that references and footnotes are re-
quested to support where the original information 
is acquired as it is up to the article writer to pro-
vide such material. 
 If there are any questions, please feel free 
to contact me.  Thanks. 
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Commander General’s  

Message 

 

 April 1861 was a busy month for the young 
Confederate States of America. This month as we con-
tinue on our quest to acknowledge, observe and honor 
events related to our Confederate ancestors we have 
much to remember. 

 As April began, Fort Sumter was 
running low on supplies and Lincoln de-
cided to re-supply and hold the fort. On April 4, Secretary of War Simon 
Cameron, sent a message to Maj. Anderson that a naval expedition would 
attempt the action.   Four days later, a message from Cameron arrived in 
Charleston to inform Governor Pickens and General Beauregard of the 
planned expedition.  Montgomery was informed and on April 10, Confeder-
ate Secretary of War Leroy P. Walker responded to Beauregard that if the 
intention was to “supply Fort Sumter by force you will at once demand its 
evacuation and if this is refused, proceed in such manner as you may deter-
mine to reduce it.” 

 The next day, April 11, members of Beauregard’s staff arrived at 
Fort Sumter demanding its evacuation. Anderson refused, but in a conversa-
tion with the officers told them, “If you do not batter us to pieces we will be 
starved out in a few days.” This information was sent to Walker, who replied 
that if Anderson declared when he would leave the fort, hostile action could 
be avoided. The officers returned and Anderson responded that unless he re-
ceived “controlling instructions from my Government or additional supplies,” 
and was not attacked, he would leave at noon on April 15. But with one of 
the relief ships already just outside the harbor’s entrance, the response was 
unacceptable. Anderson was informed that Fort Sumter would be fired upon 
beginning at 4:30 a.m. on April 12. 

 Although some popular legends have attributed that iconic first shot 
to the fire eating Virginia secessionist Edmund Ruffin, the distinction actual-
ly fell to Capt. George S. James of the South Carolina Artillery.  After Sum-
ter, James was appointed major then later lieutenant colonel of the 3rd South 

Carolina Battalion.  He was killed while leading the battalion at Fox's Gap on September 14, 1862.  

 At the designated time, a 10-inch mortar shell, fired from Fort Johnson, exploded over Fort Sumter, begin-
ning the Civil War. Soon, 43 Confederate guns and mortars 
opened fire from all directions. At about 7:00 a.m., Anderson 
responded in kind, with Capt. Abner Doubleday commanding the 
first gun that fired in defense of the Union. 

 Around 1:30 p.m., enemy fire destroyed the flag pole. 
Although the colors were quickly recovered and placed on the 
fort’s wall, during the interim, Col. Louis T. Wigfall arrived from 
Morris Island to begin unofficial negotiations with Anderson for 
a cease fire and surrender. Soon, other officers from Beaure-
gard’s headquarters arrived and arranged a formal surrender and 
evacuation on April 14 

 The surrender ceremony began around 2:00 p.m., on April 14, 1861. On round 47 of a planned 100-gun sa-
lute, a gun discharged prematurely, killing Pvt. Daniel Hough—earning him the misfortunate of being the first sol-
dier to die in the war. The salute was reduced to 50 shots, and Hough was buried on the parade ground. Around 4:00 
p.m., Maj. Robert Anderson led his command out of Fort Sumter while the band played “Yankee Doodle.” 
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CIVIL WAR HISTORY 

JAMES COUNTRY MERCANTILE 

111 N. Main Liberty, MO 64068 

816-781-9473   FAX 816-781-1470 

jamescntry@aol.com   www.jamescountry.com 

 

 Everything Needed For The Living Historian! 

Ladies - Gentlemen - Civilian - Military 

Uniforms – Ladies Clothing  - Accoutrements—Weapons - Accessories 

YOUR PATRONAGE IS APPRECIATED! 

Just before the Union troops left the fort, the Palmetto Guard 
and Company B, South Carolina Artillery Battalion took up 
position on the parade ground. Upon Anderson’s departure, 
General Beauregard, Governor Pickens and other dignitaries 
entered the fort to raise the South Carolina and Confederate 
national flags.  War had begun. 

 After the action at Fort Sumter and Lincoln’s call to 
all states, that had not declared secession, for troops to assist 
in halting the insurrection and recovering the captured forts, 
the states of the upper south would join the Confederacy, Vir-
ginia becoming the first. 

 Annually, the Palmetto Guard assembles in April to 

remember Fort Sumter Victory Day, April 14.  Let us all take 

time this April to remember the events of April 1861that 

forced the beginning of the War. 

Deo Vindice!! 

Harold F. Davis, III 

Commander General 

http://www.jamescountry.com/
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village of Roswell is located about twenty miles due 
North of Atlanta. The area not only did not produce gold, 
the land was not particularly suitable for farming. The 40 
acre gold lots were the first to be offered for sale and then 
the farm land. 

 When gold was discovered by BENJAMIN 
PARKS in 1828 several boomtowns sprung in North 
Georgia, Dahlonega being the largest. At the same time 
the Bank of Darien, Georgia down on the Eastern Sea Is-
land coast of Georgia decided to send ROSWELL KING, 
Sr. up to the boomtowns to establish a branch bank. 

 Roswell King and his son managed two South 
Georgia plantations for an absentee Philadelphia owner 
PIERCE BUTLER. 

 The King family left Connecticut in the 1700’s 
and established successful rice, cotton and lumber busi-
nesses in Darien, GA. This past experience indicated that 
King was a very experienced business man. 

 ROSWELL KING Sr. rode to North Georgia gold 
country following Indian trails and just pass where Vick-
ery’s creek flows into the Chattahoochee River he was in 
former Cherokee Territory. 

 It would take a keen business man of vision to see 
the potential of the land that lay on the north side of the 
Chattahoochee River at Vickery creek. Entered Roswell 
King, a prosperous businessman, landowner and slave 
holder. One of the few men of his time to recognize the 
importance of Southern cotton manufacturing, King 
planned to bring the textile industry to a land of small 
farmers and started to buy up land. 

 When he had acquired the first 100 acres; King 
founded the village of Roswell. With the help of his fami-
ly and friends, King laid out the village, built magnificent 
Homes (1838 to 1853), a church (1840), a school and the 
cornerstone of the village, the cotton mill (1839), the Ro-

swell Manufacturing Company. This was the first and 
became the largest commercial textile mill in Georgia. 

 King’s mill was such a success that in the next 
few years textile mills were springing up all over North 
Georgia. Thirty miles to the West was built a cotton mill 
(1849) on Sweetwater Creek in a village known as New 
Manchester. 

 The employees of the mills, primarily women 
and children, lived in company houses, their board was 
deducted from their meager wages ($1.50 per week for 
an eleven hour day, 6 Days per week) and what was left 
was paid in company scrip that was only redeemable at 
the company store. 

 This sets the stage to now tell you about my an-
cestors the KENDLEYS. What happened to them mir-
rors what happened to all the mill people after the Yan-
kee Army arrived, 

 While Roswell King was establishing his mill 
and colony the Kendley family was busy farming in 
Jackson County Georgia East of Roswell.  

 JOHN WESLEY KENDLEY won his first land 
lottery in 1827, drawing a track in what became Mus-
cogee County and was located in what became Colum-
bus, GA. There is no record that John lived on this land 
as it was not a requirement to live or cultivate land won 
in the lotteries and may have sold the $18.00 dollar grant. 
John’s luck continued, in 1832 he won a grant in Ro-
swell. 

 John and his family Wife Mary Evans Kendley 
(married in 1825) their daughters Elizabeth (1828), Ma-
tilda (1831), Catherine (1833), Sara (1835) son William 
(1826) continued to live on their farm in Jefferson Coun-
ty. This group would be joined late by brothers John 
Robert (1837), Thomas Hugh (1846) and George (1849) 
and sister Mary (1843) a total of 9 

 But for some reason between 1840 and 1850 
they left Jackson County and moved near Roswell, likely 
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they were simply settling the land lot he had won in 1832. 
By 1840 the Roswell area was no longer considered “Indian 
Territory” and likely John felt this land was now safe to 
move his family to his new land.  

 The 1850 census of Cobb County shows John as a 
farmer 48 years old and Mary as 41 years old. It also shows 
William as a labor perhaps working in the cotton mill in 
Roswell. The other Kendley children – three sons and five 
daughters – ranged in age from 22 to less than a year old. 

 During the 1850’s something happened to John and 
Mary - they were not listed on the 1860 census. We think 
they must have died and were buried in an unrecorded place 
in or around Roswell or in an unmarked grave in one of the 
church cemeteries. 

 By 1860 most of the children of John Wesley and 
Mary Evans Kendley were all mill workers. 

 Elizabeth, 32 was the oldest and maintained the 
family household in Roswell.  

 Matilda, 29 the second-oldest married James T. 
Anderson in 1850 and she raised four children and in 1860 
she was listed as a factory hand at the mill. In May 16, 1862 
Anderson enlisted in Company “F”, 56th Regiment Georgia 
Volunteer Infantry, AOT for 3 years. He was wounded and 
captured at Champion Hill, Mississippi, May 17, 1863, sent 
to and died at Fort Delaware July 8, 1863 and is buried at 
Finn’s Point, N.J.  

 John Robert Kendley, 23, also left the family and 
married Susan Faulker, and they had a daughter, Julia.  He 
enlisted May 31, 1861 in Company “H” 7th Georgia Infan-
try, he rose to rank of Sergeant. He served at First Manassas 
where he was captured, patrolled and then discharged in 
July 12, 1862 and sent home to work in the mill as he was a 
machinist and he knew how to keep the machinery working. 
He was also assigned to Company “A” of the Roswell Cav-
alry Battalion of the Georgia Militia and rose to the rank of 
3rd Lieutenant. This unit was organized for home defense to 
protect that portion of the state of Georgia lying north of 
Atlanta to the Alabama and Tennessee lines and was not to 
be called upon except to repel a raid of the Yankees and not 
to be keep in service longer than necessary. A large portion 
of the unit was composed of men who work at the Roswell 
Mills. 

 William Kendley, 34 the oldest of the children 
does not appear in the 1860 census. He just disappeared and 
we don’t what happened to him. 

 Catherine Kendley, 27, worked at the mill. 

 Sara Jane Kendley, 25 worked at the mill. 

 Mary Kendley 17, worked at the mill. She married 
Albert Alexander May after the War Between the States. 
He served as a corporal in Company “B” 4th Florida Infan-

try. He was captured near Jackson, Mississippi, sent to 
camp Morgan near Indianapolis, paroled February 17, 
1865 

 Thomas Hugh Kendley (14) worked at the 
mill and became a member of the Roswell Battalion. 

 George Kendley, 11 worked at the mill. 

 The spring of 1864 was unusually cool. At the 
end of June Sherman was smarting from his losses at 
Kennesaw Mountain. General George Stoneman was 
directed to send his cavalry corps down river to look 
for a river crossing and on July 2, 1864, he directed his 
cavalry to the West bank of Sweetwater Creek. The 
primary accomplishment of his raid down river was to 
divert the Confederates attention away from the major 
crossing attempts planned for further North by Gar-
rard’s cavalry to capture the bridge at Roswell and he 
stumbled into the mills at Sweetwater.  

 When the Yankees rode into the mill at Sweet-
water they arrested the two mill overseers and ordered 
the round up of all the residents of New Manchester 
and placed them under arrest. They were told “as soon 
as transportation was available you people will be 
moved west”. 

 Soldiers looted homes and Sherman ordered 
the mill burned, and on July 8, 1864 the mill at Sweet-
water was burned. 

 The residents were told that they could either 
sign a certificate stating that they would not help the 
Confederates by returning to work and stay in Georgia 
or go North to find work. 

 Sherman was determined to remove any and 
all skill laborers he could find from Georgia. 

 On July 9, 1864 the Union Army wagons be-
gan to move the women and children toward Marietta, 
Georgia.  

 On July 1, 1864 the Confederate troops guard-
ing the bridge at Roswell withdrew. On July 4, 1864, 
Sherman ordered the Second U.S. Cavalry to proceed 
to Roswell, Sherman was not concerned with the mill, 
he was more concerned with the bridge and the ford 
and the threat that Confederate Cavalry using the 
bridge at Roswell would cross the Chattahoochee Riv-
er and threatened the railroad he depended on for his 
supplies. 

 On July 5th Union Cavalry headed to Roswell. 
The Roswell Mill workers knew Union Troops were 
coming. The Roswell Battalion mounted up and road 
out to make a stand. They met the Yankees about two 
miles West of Roswell. They had to fall back. 
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 The Yankees burned paper mills while the Confed-
erate Army retreated to Roswell and crossed the Chattahoo-
chee, later that day the Roswell Battalion was ordered to 
leave town and as they withdrew they burned the covered 
bridge. 

 As Sherman troops approached the Ivy Woolen 
Mill the French Tricolor was run up at the Mills. The Yan-
kees were told “Sirs, we are subjects of Great Britain and 
France and we are under the protection of those nations, 
We demand our rights as neutrals that you respect us and 
our workers and our property” These demands had no ef-
fect on the Yankees and the mills were taken. 

 Sherman was advised that Roswell and its mills 
were taken. The Roswell mill workers were ordered “To 
get your things and come to the town square within the 
Hour” They remained in the town square for two days 
awaiting transportation. Elizabeth, Matilda, Catherine, Sara 
Jane, Mary, Thomas, and George Kendley were all shipped 
North. 

 The mills were burned on July 6th and Sherman 
troops moved into Roswell on July 8, 1864 and on July 9th 
Garrard’s cavalry crossed the Chattahoochee at Roswell.  

 What Gen. Sherman did next would shock good 
people in the North and create a mystery that endured to 
this day. On July 7, 1864, Sherman reported to his superi-
ors in Washington:  “I have ordered General Garrard to 
arrest FOR TREASON all owners, employees, foreign and 
native and send them under guard to Marietta, whence I 
will send them north, being exempt from conscription, they 
are as much governed by the rules of war as if in the ranks. 
The women can find employment in Indiana.” 

 Again Sherman wrote General Garrard “I repeat 
my order that you arrest all people, male and female, con-
nected with these factories, no matter the clamor, and let 
them foot it, under guard to Marietta, and then I will send 
them by cars to the North.” 

 A Northern newspaper correspondent reported on 
the deportation--- “only think of it! Four hundred weeping 
and terrified Ellen’s, Susan’s, and Maggie’s transported in 
spring less and seat less army wagons, away from their 
loves ones and brothers of the sunny South, and all for the 
offense of weaving tenth cloth.”   

 Sherman informed Nashville, alerting them to ex-
pect the mill workers to arrive there. ”When they reach 
Nashville, have them sent across the Ohio River and turn 
them loose to earn a living where they can’t do us any 
harm. If any of the principals seem to you dangerous, you 
may order them imprisoned for a time, the men were ex-
empt from conscription by reason of their skill, but the 
women were simply laborers that must be removed from the 
district”  

  

The workers were moved to Marietta by wagon (July 
9), then by train in emptied supply train cars to Chatta-
nooga, TN., then on to Nashville, TN. and finally Lou-
isville, KY 

 In Louisville they were off loaded and they 
were herded into a two-story, wood framed building 
with a fence around the building. They were in Louis-
ville all of July and August of 1864.  This treatment of 
the workers by Sherman was criticized in the Northern 
newspapers. The Louisville Daily Journal called atten-
tion to the suffering of the Southern refugees. The 
writer begged the citizen of the city to visit the refugee 
barracks to see the “sorrow, destitution, and suffering” 
for themselves. “The need is pressing, the case is ur-
gent; the suffering is great; and relief in some shape 
must be speedily obtained” The citizens of Louisville 
furnished the workers with provisions. 

 As time progressed the worker were transport-
ed North by boat across the river, put ashore at Cairo, 
Illinois, Evansville, New Albany and Jeffersonville, 
Indiana and by train to Indianapolis, Seymour and 
Shelbyville Indiana all without food, money or provi-
sions. 

 WILLIAM KENDLEY: As stated earlier 
William disappeared before 1860. 

 ELIZABETH and CATHERINE KEND-
LEY: They were both shipped north and they both 
disappeared. We have no idea what happened to them. 

 JOHN ROBERT KENDLEY: Was a Con-
federate Solider, served in Company “H” of the 7th 
Georgia Infantry Regiment and the Roswell Battalion. 
Remained in Cobb County after the War and lived in 
Smyrna, Georgia and worked in the mills around Ro-
swell. He was always in demand because he could 
keep the machinery running. He Married Susan Faulk-
ner they had 8 children, one of then was my Mother’s 
father Georgia Turner Kendley. John Robert is my 
Great-Great Grandfather on my mother’s side of my 
family. He died in 1909 and his wife died in 1902. 
Both are buried in the Smyrna Memorial Cemetery in 
Smyrna, Georgia. 

 So of the 8 Kindley children only two returned 
to resume their life in Roswell. 

 What is the MYSTERY? The correct number 
of workers shipped North may never be known. 400 to 
500 is the accepted number because this is the number 
reported by the Yankees, the exact number is not 
known and through research is thought to reach up-
wards of 1,000 or more and what happened to those 
who never returned is the mystery. 
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 What happened to the Kendleys reflect what hap-
pened to the other mill workers from Roswell and Sweet-
water, some returned, some stayed up North and some 
just disappeared. 

 There have been three books written about the 
Mill people: 

Charge with Treason by Michael Hitt in 1992; 

North Across the River by Ruth Cook in 1999; 

The Woman will Howl by Mary Petite in 2007.   

 On July 8, 2000 the Roswell Mill Camp 1547 
Sons of Confederate Veterans unveil a monument that 
they had erected to ensure that these men, women and 
children of the Roswell Mill would not be forgotten. The 
monument is a ten-foot-tall granite Corinthian Column 
and stands in a small park in the heart of the mill village 
on Sloan street. At this dedication there were present 22 
direct dissents of the Roswell mill workers. I was one of 
them and got to sit on the front row.  

 The monument honors the mill workers of Ro-
swell torn from their homes by military decree and sent 
away to a distant land, some never to return. 

 My cousin, George Howard Kendley a member 
of the Roswell Mills Camp #1547 Sons of Confederate 
Veterans and also a member of the MOS&B was one of 
three descendants of the Roswell people that had the hon-
or to unveiled the monuments. 

 In April of 2014, at a luncheon for the Ladies of 
the Old Guard, my wife happened to mention to one of 
the ladies who is a member of the Roswell Historical So-
ciety that I had ancestors who were part of the Roswell 
Mill People. She asked me if I would be willing to be in-
terviewed by a writer for the Atlanta Magazine who was 
doing an article for their Sesquicentennial issue. Several 
weeks later I received a call from the person who would 
write the article, we set a date and he came to my home 
and we talked for several hours about the history of the 
War Between the States and the Roswell Mill people.  

 The Atlanta Magazine’s “The Civil War Issue” 
hit the newsstands in July of 2014 and there was an eight 
page article entitled “ SHIPPED AWAY” that centered 
on my ancestors, the Kendleys, and the little-known fate 
of hundreds of Roswell men, women and children 
charged with treason, deported North and abandoned. 

 For those who read the article I’m sure it was the 
first time those in Atlanta and/or Georgia had ever heard 
the story of the millworkers of North Georgia and how 
they were abused by the union.  

Caption:  Shown from left are Lieutenant Com-

mander General Byron Brady, Commander General 

Harold Davis, and Sons of the Revolution General 

President Mitchell Bush at a special evening with 

the Gen. Lafayette McLaws Chapter 97, Savannah, 

GA, and the Savannah area SCV and UDC mem-

bers.  The meeting was held on March 20, 2017, 

and LCG Brady presented the program on “The Es-

cape Route of John Wilkes Booth." 

General Lafayette McLaw 
Chapter Evening Event in 

‘Savannah, Georgia 
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From the Chaplain General 
Dr. John H. Killian, Sr. 

 On Good Friday, April 14, I preached for the 
Good Friday Service at Refuge Baptist Church in Lincoln, 
Alabama. May I immediately state that the city of Lincoln 
is named for Revolutionary War General Nathaniel Lin-
coln. But Refuge Church Cemetery is the burial place of 
the last living Confederate veteran in the state of Alabama, 
Colonel Pleasant Riggs Crump. Colonel Crump fought 
bravely throughout the War and was present for the tragic 
surrender at Appomattox Courthouse. 
    But the music for the service was led by a Crump 
family member. The marker on Colonel Crump's grave 
lists that the Colonel was a 71-year Deacon at the Refuge 
Church. Those worshipers on Good Friday honored the 
Lord with sacred music and received the preaching of the 
Cross. 
   The significance is that the faithful Christian witness of 
a Confederate Veteran lives on many years after the War 
and after the passing of these great Southerners. The 
Southern armies experienced mighy revival with hundreds 
of thousands of Confederate soldiers coming to Christ dur-
ing the War. Every major denomination experienced great 
growth, even amidst the horrors of Reconstruction. Even 
today, Southern churches and the Southern branches of 
each denomination are generally more conservative than 
Northern Churches and denominations. 
    The Holy Spirit worked mightily among Confed-
erate soldiers and among the Southern people in the days 
of the War and the sad days of Reconstruction. When we 
consider our Confederate heritage, never forget the eternal 
impact of that which happened during the War. 
 

Imperil and Demolishment of 
Confederate Memorial  

Monuments 
By Scott Barker 

 In the years following the War Between the States 
the people of the former Confederacy sought to memorial-
ize Confederate dead and recognize the accomplishments 
and sacrifices of the people of the Confederacy of 1861-
1865.  The memorial monuments that they would establish 
encompassed a plethora of commemorative events honor-
ing the Confederacy and its people.  Today, many of the 
most revered treasures of our Confederate past exist in the 
form of memorial monuments. To be sure, the creation of 
these memorial monuments were significant undertakings 
which required the talents of artists and artisans, as well as 
the use of durable and appropriate construction materials.  

Accordingly, they were 
meant for perpetuity. 

 The construction and 
dedication of memorial mon-
uments have been common 
occurrence since the found-
ing of the North American 
continent. In this regard, we 
have erected monuments to 
our founders, celebrated po-

litical leaders, commemorated persons of science and 
the arts, enshrined military leaders, and consecrated bat-
tlefields, all for the purpose of preserving a lasting testi-
mony for our posterity.  This desire to preserve the 
memory and accomplishments of our fore-bearers has 
not been based on whimsical notions or fancies, but 
from thoughtful and reverent appreciation for selfless 
sacrifices made for the perceived greater good. Of 
course, there are diverse views in the interpretation of 
human history, and they should be adjudged and viewed 
within a contextual perspective of the period of which 
they represent.  

 Over the course of American history any num-
ber of public and private organizations have erected and 
dedicated memorial monuments, with responsibility for 
their protection and preservation dispersed over a di-
verse field of government and private entities. In the 
case of national monuments, their protection and care 
are the responsibility of the National Park Service; oth-
erwise, monuments fall under the purview of State and 
local government jurisdictions for the protection of cul-
tural heritage.(1)  

 Significant to the proliferation of memorial 
monuments on the North American Continent was the 
founding of the American republic.  The people of the 
United States, in the aftermath of their successful strug-
gle for independence against the superpower of the day, 
were exuberant in victory and lionized their leaders. Of 
course, in their penury state, the building of monuments 
would necessarily come later, but the desire to celebrate 
American exceptionalism and to enshrine the heroes of 
the American Revolution were overwhelming.  And, so 
it is today, that the memory of those revered heroes are 
ubiquitously preserved in our everyday lives through the 
later establishment of the many memorial monuments 
that are spread across these United States and are dedi-
cated in their memory.   

 It was in the tradition and spirit of the American 
Revolution that memorials were dedicated throughout 
the South to the gallantry and sacrifice of Confederate 
heroes. These memorials were the result of local initia-
tives and accomplished with funds raised by private citi-
zen groups, especially organizations of Southern wom-
en.  In April 1866, for example, when a joint congres-
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sional resolution excluded Confederate dead from the na-
tional cemetery system, an outraged response by southern-
ers was reported through an editorial appearing in the Rich-
mond Examiner, Richmond, Virginia, which stated, “To 
think that the Confederate was the less a hero because he 
failed,” was wrong on the part of northerners.  The paper 
then called upon the churchwomen of Richmond to assume 
responsibility for Confederate war dead.  According to his-
torian and author Drew Gilpin Faust, “The newspaper had 
underscored the irony of defining southerners as outside a 
nation with which they had been forcibly reunited.”  If the 
Confederate soldier, according to the Richmond Examiner, 
“does not fall into the category of the ‘Nations Dead’ he is 
ours—and shame be to us if we do not care for his ash-
es.”(2)  Subsequent organizations of Southern women then 
took up the call, and managed the collection of soldier’s 
bodies for burial, as well as the maintenance of cemeteries, 
and the establishment of memorial monuments dedicated 
to the Confederate dead. An early pattern for the Confeder-
ate program is exampled by the Confederate monument 
erected in the Cross Creek Cemetery in Fayetteville, North 
Carolina, with funds raised by a group of local women, and 
dedicated on December 30, 1868. (3) 

 The formation of organizations of Southern women 

in the aftermath of the war to care for veteran soldiers was 

to ensure proper and honorable treatment of Confederate 

dead. Chief among these organizations was the United 

Daughters of the Confederacy (UDC), founded in 1894. The 

UDC has proven instrumental in raising funds for the es-

tablishment of memorial monuments and providing care 

for Confederate graves. In addition to the foregoing wom-

en’s organizations, it would be the Ladies Memorial Associ-

ation in Fredericksburg, Virginia, for whom Father Abram 

Joseph Ryan, a former Catholic chaplain in the Confeder-

ate army, and author of the Conquered Banner, had com-

posed a poem offering encouragement to the women for the 

establishment of a cemetery for slain Confederate soldiers 

from the Fredericksburg battlefield, and for the collection 

and burial of bodies. The poem reads as follows: 

Gather the corpses strewn 

O’er many a battle plain; 

From many a grave that lies so lone, 

Without a name without a stone, 

Gather the Southern slain.(4)  

 Although our detractors have made many calls for 
the removal of Confederate symbols, there are also many 
other people and organizations that are supportive of their 
continued display, people such as Keith Hardison, director 
of North Carolina historic sites and properties for the de-
partment of Cultural Resources. In his commentary on the 
calls for the removal of Confederate memorial monuments, 
Hardison argued instead for more monuments, not less, 

asserting that, “Southerners were determined that they 
were going to leave their history, their version of their 
history—if you will—in bronze and stone and granite. 
But, where are the other monuments?” According to 
Hardison, who supports the establishment of monu-
ments for civil rights leaders, and others, the addition 
of such other monuments would create dialogue and 
complement those honoring the Confederates. (5) 

 The subjugation of the former Confederacy 
resulted in the rule of a bitter foe, nonetheless the peo-
ple were infused with the same unquenchable admira-
tion, reverence, and respect for the leaders and fallen 
martyrs of their cause, such as had symbolized the 
American people in the aftermath of the Revolution. 
Now, with their cause for independence irreversibly 
lost they struggled to come to terms with the loss. In 
acknowledgement of the loss, General-in-chief of the 
Confederate Army, Robert E. Lee, had offered these 
words to his countrymen, “We have fought this fight as 
long, and as well as we know how. We have been de-
feated. For us as a Christian people, there is now but 
one course to pursue, we must accept the situation.”(6) 
While acceptance of the outcome was a bitter pill to 
swallow, to be sure, disparagement to the honor of our 
ancestors had not been an accepted term of the surren-
der, and would not be tolerated.  In the intervening 
years, following measured resistance to martial law, a 
tacit acceptance of the outcome would take hold, and a 
spirit of reconciliation arose among the former combat-
ants in recognition for having experienced many shared 
hardships.  It was in this vein, that in 1898, President 
James A. McKinley, expressed the belief that “the time 
has now come in the evolution of sentiment and feeling 
under the providence of God, when in the spirit of fra-
ternity we should share with you in the care of the 
graves of Confederate soldiers.”(7)  

 In 1905, President Theodore Roosevelt, whose 
uncles had served in the Confederate navy, one of 
whom saw service on the CSS Alabama, and another as 
the chief Confederate agent in Great Britain, traveled 
through the southern states, and at the various stop-
overs he addressed the people assembled there. At Ro-
swell, Georgia, he remarked that, “Whether they wore 
the gray, or whether they wore the blue? All Americans 
who are worthy of the name feel an equal pride in the 
valor of those who fought on one side or the other, pro-
vided only that each did with all his might and soul and 
strength mind his duty as it was given him to see his 
duty.”(8)  

 Eight years later, on July 1,1913, at the 50th 
anniversary of the Gettysburg battle, President Wood-
row Wilson, himself born a Georgian in 1862, and the 
son of a Confederate chaplain, spoke to a reunion of the 
54,000 veterans gathered there. In his speech, he said to 
the former adversaries, “We have found one another 
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again as brothers and comrades in arms, enemies no long-
er, generous friends rather . . . our battles long past.(9)  

 Now, because of the unwarranted detestations and 
callous incivilities that are being directed towards Southern 
heritage, and the iconoclastic climate of political correct-
ness, our Confederate memorials and monuments are in 
continuous and grave jeopardy.  In most cases, the clamor 
for their removal has been thwarted, but even so, disingen-
uous protestations have succeeded in bringing about the 
shameful demolishment of the Confederate Monument in 
Louisville, Kentucky. The granite and bronze monument 
had been erected in 1895 by the Kentucky Women’s Con-
federate Monument Association, and had been dedicated to 
the memory of the State’s Confederate soldiers and Con-
federate dead.  

 This betrayal of American Confederate war veter-
ans and war dead by Louisville Mayor Greg Fischer and 
the Metro Council, acting in collusion with University of 
Louisville administrators, attests to our continued need for 
vigilance in heritage protection efforts.(10)  And, although 
the monument was later reconstructed, albeit some 44 
miles downriver from Louisville, at the Ohio River town of 
Brandenburg, Kentucky, the fact that a memorial monu-
ment dedicated as a “Tribute to the Rank and File of the 
Armies of the South” and “To Our Confederate Dead” 
could be removed causes grave concerns. The monument 
had stood as a testimony to the honor of these veteran sol-
diers, and served as a historical landmark for the past 121 
years.  This action is certainly problematic, and should 
raise serious concerns for all Americans, not just for the 
descendants of the people of the former Confederacy.(11)  

 Similarly, a recent ruling by a U. S. Federal Court 
of Appeals in New Orleans, Louisiana, that affirms a U. S. 
District Court ruling declaring three Confederate monu-
ments to be nuisances and subject to that City’s removal, is 
a further affront to our history. Approval for removal of the 
monuments had been made by vote of Mayor Mitch Land-
rieu and the City Council in 2015, but was later halted 
through court litigation. The monuments feature statues 
honoring Confederate President Jefferson F. Davis, and 
General Robert E. Lee and Louisiana native General P. G. 
T. Beauregard.(12) Next on the list for New Orleans City 
leaders is the renaming of streets that bear the names of 
Confederate icons, such as Jefferson Davis Parkway and 
Robert E. Lee Boulevard. Other proposals call for the re-
moval of the Jackson Square statue of President Andrew 
Jackson, not only because he had been a slave holder, but 
also for his part in the removal of native Americans from 
their land.(13)  

 A newspaper editor writing in The Lexington Ob-
server and Reporter, in 1866, reflected on the post war 
status of Kentucky, when he acknowledged that, 
"Kentucky had many brave sons in the Confederate army," 
he then speculated that "when the bitterness, hatred and 

anger of the contest of the day are gone, and with them 
the generation which acted and witnessed all this have 
passed away, the new generation will read with equal 
interest and admiration of those who shed glory  upon 
her name, whether they fought in grey, or wore the 
blue.”(14) Unfortunately, as adjudged by the actions of 
the City of Louisville, Kentucky, and its namesake uni-
versity, the prophesy of the Lexington newspaper has 
not entirely been borne out.  

 The betrayal of Confederate veterans, to whom 
the government of the United States had given recogni-
tion in 1958 as United States Military Veterans, 
through the desecration of their memorial monument is 
nothing less than a repudiation of the improved feelings 
that had taken place in the past 150-plus years.(15) 
Thus, the amelioration of the hostile feelings that had 
developed between the former combatants of the War 
Between the States, and those of their descendants, are 
worsening because of political correctness. Moreover, 
even the word “Confederate,”  in and of itself, has be-
come anathema to our detractors, as notably demon-
strated in Nashville, Tennessee, by Vanderbilt Univer-
sity’s decision to deface Confederate Memorial Hall 
through the deletion of the word from the building’s 
edifice.  Since the UDC had contributed fifty-thousand 
dollars for the halls construction in 1935, it would cost 
the university 1.2 million dollars in inflation adjusted 
currency for repayment of the donation in order to re-
move the word “Confederate” from the dormitory hall. 

 If it had been the position of the descendants of 
the people of the former Confederacy to adopt recipro-
cal attacks on the symbols of Northern leaders of the 
war, then there would have been more than ample fod-
der available for protests. Consider, for example, the 
number of memorial monuments, streets and highways, 
buildings and other namesakes that are dedicated to 
Abraham Lincoln, not to mention the use of his like-
ness on our national currency. Does not the use of the 
most conspicuous of enemies of the Confederate people 
serve as cause for anguish among former Confederates. 
Moreover, the portrayal of Abraham Lincoln, his cabi-
net, his military leaders, the Republican Party, and the 
criminal element of the Union Army, as anything other 
than the scourge of the South is a false depiction. Yet, 
we find an overabundance of memorial monuments in 
the Northern states that are dedicated to their memory, 
especially in Washington, D. C., our common national 
capitol. Has it been our position to demand their re-
moval? No, it has not, nor should it be, for we appreci-
ate the irony of our antagonists celebrating the leaders 
of a criminal enterprise responsible for mass killings 
and unfathomable destruction as being worthy of re-
spect. 

 In conclusion, the propagation of “fake histo-
ry” regarding the Confederacy has obfuscated the truth 
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in a way that has swayed the opinion of low information 
people in America. Thus, the apparent acceptance of misin-
formation by our elected government representatives has 
greatly compounded the threat level to the memory of our 
Confederate ancestors. Moreover, a false character portray-
al seeks to cast the public persona of the Confederate sol-
dier as being that of a racist lackey to a Confederacy of 
oligarchic white planters, rather than that of the Southern 
patriot who had stood in defense of his home, state, and 
country. Finally, contemporary ignorance of the factual 
underpinnings of the Confederacy has been so pervasive 
that the demolishment of our great memorial monuments 
can be contemplated. 
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Order of the  

Southern Cross 
 The Order of the Southern 
Cross, founded in 1863 by General’s 
Polk and Cleburne of the Army of 

Tennessee, was originally created to provide financial as-
sistance to the families of soldiers who had lost their lives 
in the service of the Confederacy.         

 The Order of the Southern Cross was re-
established in 1979 as a philanthropic organization, dedi-
cated to preserving our Southern Heritage through its 
Grants and Scholarship Programs.  Since 1979, we have 
allocated more than $500,000 to these endeavors.   

 If you are an SCV Camp or a 501(c)3 organization 
and seeking financial assistance to help fund a Confederate 
Heritage project, we encourage you to contact us by visit-
ing our website at www.orderofsoutherncross.com or by 
contacting Grants Chairman Greg Eanes @  ea-
nesgreg@hotmail.com.   
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