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 When one thinks of the battles 
fought in the War Between the States, one 
generally thinks of gallant charges by 
“Johnny Reb” at Gettysburg, Sherman’s 
march to the sea or the brave men in blue 
and gray facing off on some battlefield 
“back east”.  But here in Texas during the 
war, the Home Guard and Militia also did 
their share of fighting to keep the frontier 
safe from Indian raids.  

 The frontier of Texas in the 1860’s 
was pretty much anything west of current 
day Interstate Highway 35. And one of the 
largest battles of the war in Texas was 
fought approximately 200 miles west of that 
border on Dove Creek near the modern day 
city of San Angelo.  This battle was fought 
not between “Johnny Reb” and “Billy 
Yank” but between the boys and older men of the 
Confederate Home Guard and Militia troops who 
weren’t able to leave home to fight in the larger thea-
ters of the war and the entire nation of the Kickapoo 
Indians who were trying to flee the conflict by escap-
ing to Mexico.  

 The story of this battle starts sometime in the 
late, very cold winter of 1864 in Southern Kansas or 
Northern Oklahoma. The Kickapoo nation, originally 
from Minnesota but driven south by the westward 
expansion of the United States, decided to move fur-
ther south.  Whether it was to find better hunting, 
warmer climates or to evade the conflict of the War 
Between the States we can only speculate.  There are 
rumors that Federal troops in Oklahoma armed them 
with repeating rifles and sent them south to depredate 

the Texas frontier but these rumors have never 
been substantiated.   

 Regardless of why the Kickapoo were 
on the move, in early December of 1864 
scouts from Texas Home Guard units discov-
ered evidence of about a two day old camp of 
the Kickapoo along the Clear Fork of the 
Brazos near Fort Phantom Hill (about 20 miles 
north of modern day Abilene, Texas). The 
scouts estimated there were about 500 Indians 
in this party but they were mistaken.  This was 
the entire Kickapoo nation and the population 
would have been nearer 1,500, with probably 
about 300 to 500 of those being young men of 
fighting age.  It should be noted that the 
Kickapoo had been peaceful since being driv-
en from their homeland in Minnesota but that 
didn’t mean they didn’t know how to fight or 

wouldn’t fight if cornered.  There was also concern that 
this might be a large band of Kiowa or Comanche Indians 
and they were known to be hostile.  

 No matter whom these Indians were, the alarm 
went out along the Texas frontier and over 400 militia 
were gathered from Bosque, Brown, Comanche, Coryell, 
Erath and Hamilton counties.  Overall command of the 
militia fell to their senior officer Captain S.S. Totten.  The 
regular Confederate Army could spare few troops and sent 
only 50 soldiers and four Tonkawa scouts from Waco un-
der a Captain Henry Fossett to assist the militia in tracking 
and capturing or routing the Kickapoo.    

 By December 20th the two bands of Texas sol-

- Continued on Page 4 - 

Chief No-ko-aht of the 
Kickapoos 
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Commander General’s Message 
 
 I am both humbled and honored to have been elected to serve you as your Com-
mander General for the next two years.  I would first like to thank all the members of the 
General Executive Council elected at the Fairhope National Convention for their willingness 
to serve for the next two years.  Serving on the General Executive Council is a major com-
mitment of both time and money.  Attending the three meetings a year involves extended 
travel and giving up three weekends a year.   

 Secondly, I wish to thank all the Staff and Committee Chairmen who have agreed to 
serve for two years.  You all provide vital functions that keep the Order running smoothly.  
Without each and every one of you we could not do what is necessary for the Order to func-
tion in an efficient manner. 

 Thirdly, I want to the thank the members of the Brigadier General St. John Richardson Liddell Chapter 271 
for hosting a most enjoyable National Convention in Fairhope, Alabama.  A special thank you goes to Tommy 
Rhodes their Commander and David Myers their Adjutant.  Having been part of the committee that hosted the Na-
tional Convention in Charleston, South Carolina, I know firsthand how hard you worked to plan and implement all 
the meetings and functions.  We all enjoyed the meetings, the beautiful venues and the camaraderie.  You could not 
have done a better job. 

 I shared with the convention attendees on Friday during the General Session three things I want to work on 
over the next two years.  I called them the Three M’s.  They are Membership, Monuments and Money.  I would like 
to expound on them briefly here. 

 Our membership has remained relatively stable over the past few years.  We have a number of members who 
pass away each year; but we have been able to recruit new members to overcome this so our numbers remain about 
the same.  Having served you as Membership Chairman for the past two years, I have found that the majority of new 
members come into the Order through the recruiting efforts of the local chapters.  I would encourage each chapter to 
have a Recruiting Officer who is responsible for these activities.  I want to thank David Stringfellow who has agreed 
to serve as Membership Chairman of the Order at the national level for the next two years.   

 Monuments refer to all our heritage preservation efforts; including but not limited to protecting our monu-
ments, cemeteries, graves, street names and flags.  We not only want to honor the Confederate Battle Flag which 
unfortunately has been hijacked by deranged individuals who have used it in conjunction with hate crimes; but all 
Confederate flags including the First National known as the Stars and Bars for which our Order is named. 

 At the convention a motion was passed for me to write a letter to each member of the House and Senate con-
cerning legislation that would limit the displaying of Confederate flags in National Cemeteries.  And also make the 
letter available to individual members of the Order to use as a template to write letters to their own House and Senate 
representatives.  Adjutant General J.J. Smith, III and I have been working on this project and you will hear more 
about it shortly. 

 Money refers to the Confederate Legacy Fund.  Thanks to Past Commander General Howard Jones for his 
recent campaign to increase the Fund.  Over 400 of you responded to his solicitation and over ten thousand dollars 
was raised.  Our goal is to get the Fund to over one hundred thousand dollars.  If we continue at this pace, we are 
only a few years away from this goal. 

 In the words of Gen. Robert E. Lee of Old Virginia, I remain your most obedient servant. 

Deo Vindice!  

Harold  F. Davis, III  

Commander General (2016-2018) 
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- From Page 1: Battle of Dove Creek - 

diers met in deep snow about six miles north of Stephen-
ville, Texas.  The regular Confederate troops and militia 
proceeded separately at this point to find the Indians’ trail 
but met up again at Fort Chadbourne (near modern day 
Bronte, Texas).  It was New Year’s Eve and the beginning 
of the last year of the War Between the States.  An addi-
tional 60 regular Confederate soldiers joined the Texas 
forces at Fort Chadbourne, raising their numbers to a little 
over 500 troops.  The Texas troops followed the Indians’ 
trail for another week and on January 4th – 6th the soldiers 
camped on Elm Creek, Oak Creek and the Colorado River 
near the modern day city of Ballinger.  

 On January 7th while camped on the North Concho 
River near modern day San Angelo, the Militia troops un-
der Captain Totten got word from the regular Confederate 
troops that were scouting ahead. The regulars had located 
the Kickapoo’s camp 35 miles west of the Concho on Dove 
Creek near the modern day hamlet of Knickerbocker, about 
20 miles southwest of San Angelo.  The Militia rode thru 
the night and made contact with Captain Fossett’s men near 
Spring Creek, about ¾ of a mile from the Kickapoo’s camp, 
around 9:30 on the morning of January 8th, 1865.   

 The two Captains decided to make separate attacks.  
Captain Totten’s 400 Militia would dismount, wade the 
freezing waters of Dove Creek and attack the “lower” por-
tion of the camp.  Captain Fossett’s 100+ Regulars and four 
Tonkawa scouts would attack the “upper” portion of the 
camp on horseback; capture the Indians’ horses and round 
up any Indians trying to escape that direction. 

 The initial charge by the Militia caught the Kicka-
poo off guard.  The Militia secured the lower portion of the 
camp.  The Indians had retreated into brush and were 
“keeping up a rapid discharge of their arms, which were 
long range and of a good make”.  This gives credence to the 
rumor they had been equipped with repeating rifles by the 
Federal forces in Oklahoma.  After about an hour of heavy 
fighting and after the loss of many of their officers and 
men, Militia Captain Totten called for his men to retreat 
back across Dove Creek.  Captain Fossett’s mounted men 
had fared better and captured over 1,000 of the Kickapoo’s 
horses.  But the Indians continued to sally forth from their 
stronghold in the brush on the other side of Dove Creek and 
were threatening to surround and annihilate the Confederate 
forces.  

 The fighting had lasted all day and by 10PM on the 
night of January 8th the Confederate commanders decided 
they needed to withdraw.  They had lost 23 men killed, 
they had over 60 men severely wounded, had lost over 60 
of their horses and all of their pack animals and supplies. 
On the morning of January 9th, 1865 in 8 or 9 inches of new 
fallen snow on top of the 6 or 7 inches already on the 
ground, Captain Totten and his men decided to try and 

make it to the Chisolm Ranch at the mouth of the Con-
cho River near modern day Trickham, Texas, just south 
of Brownwood.  Captain Fossett took 25 men and went 
back to see if the Indians were still camped at Dove 
Creek. 

 The Kickapoo had succeeded in recapturing all 
but about 70 of their ponies during the days fighting on 
the 8th.   After building huge fires where their camp had 
been, the Indians had retreated west on to the “Staked 
Plains” to continue their journey to Mexico on the night 
of January 8th-9th, 1865.  The Kickapoo lost more peo-
ple to exposure and starvation on the plains than they 
lost in the battle.  It is estimated that the Kickapoo’s 
loses were somewhere between 20 and 25 during the 
battle.   

 Captain Fossett and his men found and buried 
the Texas soldiers that had died in the fighting.  They 
had not been scalped but most of their clothes had been 
taken.  

 The Texas troops straggling eastward were 
wounded, cold, exhausted and starving when they stum-
bled into Chisolm’s Ranch on January 14th, 1865.  The 
troops and Mr. Chisolm’s men slaughtered 18 head of 
beef to feed them.  From this point of relative safety the 
Militia soldiers broke up into bands to return to their 
respective homes and the Regular Confederate soldiers 
returned to Waco.  The Kickapoo continued on their 
journey, founding the modern day city of Quemado, 
Texas between Eagle Pass and Del Rio on the Texas – 
Mexico border.  But for the most part they live in north-
ern Mexico today. They raided into south Texas for 
some years after the War Between the States, perhaps 
seeking revenge on those who attacked them at Dove 
Creek.  

Ewell L. Loudermilk has been active in Confederate Heritage 
groups for 20 years and is an avid reenactor with the 7th 
Texas Confederate Infantry.  He is a founder and currently 
Adjutant of the "Major John Loudermilk" Chapter of the Mil-
itary Order of the Stars and Bars.  
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Preston,  John  C.  Breckinridge,   and  of  many  
members  of   the  Confederate   Cabinet   and Con-
gress. 
 At the termination of the war in 1865, when 
Richmond was evacuated,  Dr. Garnett, at the request 
of Jefferson Davis, accompanied  him as a member of 
his personal staff, but after the surrender of John-
ston's  army  he returned  to  Richmond  a paroled  
prisoner.  He resumed  the practice  of  his profession  
in  Richmond,  but  in  1865  returned   to  Washing-
ton.   Here  he  immediately  found himself  engaged  
in  active  practice  and  in  lecturing.  He  was  elected  
to  the  chair  of  Clinical Medicine in the Medical 
Department  of Columbian  University,  which posi-
tion he held for many years. He also became one of 
the Board of Directors  of the Children's  Hospital,  
and served as President of the Medical Society  and 
of the Medical Association of the District  of Colum-
bia.  In 1874  he  was  chosen  President  of  the  
Southern   Memorial  Association  of  Washington,  
and selected to deliver the oration upon the occasion 
of the interring of the dead of Early's army, who had 
fallen in the attack upon Washington.  His address  
upon that occasion  was conciliatory  in its tone. 
 Dr.  Garnett  was  elected  President  of  the  
American  Medical  Association,  and  presided  at  its 
meeting in 1886. His address on medical education  
excited a great deal of notice and approval at the 
time, as he brought  into very broad relief the evils 
of medical education  in this country. His last public 
work was in connection  with the meeting of the In-
ternational Medical Congress, held in  Washington   
in  1887.  It  is  well  known  how  many  obstacles  
and  difficulties   attended  the completing  of the ar-
rangements  for that meeting and it was only by dint 
of most arduous  labor and untiring energy that Dr. 
Garnett, as Chairman  of the Committee  of Arrange-
ments,  gave it so large  a measure  of success.  There  
is  no doubt  that  the  anxiety  of  mind  and physical  
fatigue attendant  upon his duties  at this time 
helped  to bring on  the death  of Dr.  A. Y. P. Gar-
nett,  a failure of health which ended in his sudden 
death in the summer of 1888. 
 
 Dr. Garnett contributed  a number of papers 
to medical journals, which were all of great practical 
value and interest. The paper which he read at the 
meeting of this Society, in 1887, entitled 
"Observations on the Sanitary Advantages of Tide 
Water Virginia" is a fair example of his thoroughness 
in the treatment of medical questions. 
 

 Surgeon of the Month:  
Alexander Yelverton Peyton Garnett, 

M.D. 

Surgeon CSA 

Compiled by Peter J. D’Onofrio, Ph.D. 

President, Society of Civil War Surgeons, Inc. 

www.socwsurgeons.org 

  

 Alexander 
Yelverton  Peyton Gar-
nett (September  8, 
1820 - July 11, 1888) 
was born in Essex 
County, Virginia on 
September 8, 1820, the 
son of Muscoe Garnett 
and Maria Battile. 
Among his ancestry 
were many of the best 
known old families of 
Virginia. His boyhood 
was spent at his home, 
and his education con-
ducted under private 

tutors. He began studying medicine at the University of 
Pennsylvania at the age of nineteen, and graduated in 
1842. After graduation,  he was  appointed  Assistant  
Surgeon  in  the  Navy.  His  first  cruise  was  to  the  
Pacific,  under Commodore  Cornelius Stribling, on the 
American steamer USS Cyane. On a subsequent cruise 
to South America, he met his wife, Mary Wise, daugh-
ter of then United States Minister to the Court of Bra-
zil, Henry A. Wise. After his marriage he was stationed 
temporarily at Washington, but later resigned his posi-
tion in the Navy and began his career as a civilian phy-
sician. He was then elected to the chair of Theory and 
Practice of Medicine in the National Medical College of 
Columbian University. 
 At the outbreak of the American Civil War his 
sympathies were warmly enlisted with his native state of 
Virginia; he left Washington for Richmond, Virginia, 
where he remained until the close of the war. So many 
of his friends and former patients were in this city that 
he very soon found himself actively engaged in as large 
a practice as before his removal. He was appointed sur-
geon in the Confederate  Army, and placed in charge of 
two hospitals. He was also a member of the Board of 
Medical Examiners to examine applicants for admission 
to the Medical Corps. These positions he continued to 
hold during the entire war. He was the physician of Gen-
eral Robert E. Lee and family, as well as to the fami-
lies of Generals Joe Johnston,  Wade Hampton, William 
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A Letter Written During the War 
Between the States 

Brandy Station, 
Sunday night, Nov. 1 [1863] 
 
My dear Mollie 
 
 I rcd a letter today from a very handsome lady to 
play cupid. Although not accompanied by her likeness yet 
her image was so indelibly impressed upon my mind that 
the likeness itself could not recall the features more vividly 
than they are impressed. I first met her in a village in West-
ern Va when I was about 17 years old and she 8. I after-
wards saw her frequently and occasionally was in her com-
pany, and non-withstanding the disparity of our ages, I be-
came so favorably impressed with her fair face and gentle 
manners that I frequently said to myself that I wished she 
was older or I younger. 
 In 3 to 4 years she had grown so much that the dis-
parity in age seemed to grow less. Never did a lady witness 
the budding of a flower with more requisite pleasure than 
did I the budding of that pretty little girl into womanhood. 
She made much of my thoughts while in Mexico and more 
upon my return home. While at the University of Va., I not 
infrequently found my thoughts wandering from the dry 
textbook to contemplate by the aid of memory the features 
and form of this little girl. 
 After I completed my studies, I traveled in the west 
and expected to find a home in some western state, but not 
finding a place to suit me, together with the persuasions of 
that fair face, induced me to return. 
 I entered, as you know, actively into the pursuit of 
my profession with the determination to make at least a fair 
reputation and tried to withdraw my thought from every-
thing else, but I found this little fairy constantly and pleas-
antly intruding into all my plans, whether of pleasure or 
interest. At this period she met me politely and respectfully 
but seemed to grow more distant, coy & reserved, so that I 
frequently thought that even the ordinary attentions of com-
mon politeness & courtesy were no special source of pleas-
ure to her. 
 In a few instances when she has arrived at about the 
age of 15 this shyness and reserve seemed to be forgotten, 
and I would pass an hour or two in the enjoyment of her 
company with great pleasure to myself and I imagined with 
at least satisfaction, if not enjoyment, to her. I began to 
think that my happiness was identified with hers. I began to 
pay her special visits or at least seek opportunities by which 
I might be in her company. I sought her society on pleasure 
rides and thought it not a hardship to ride 65 miles in 24 
hours if part of the time might be spent with her. She always 
exhibited or observed the decorum of modest reserve which 
might be construed into neither encouragement nor discour-
agement. 

 After the delibertation & reflection which I 
thought due to a matter which involved my happiness 
for life, I felt that her destiny and mine were probably 
intended to be united, and that all the adverse counsel 
which I could give myself could bring no objections. I 
felt that I ought both as a matter of duty and happiness 
give my whole life to her, who for 9 years had my at-
tention and devotion, though concealed love. 
 After a few little billets and interviews, and 
with a full declaration of the love I desired to bestow, I 
received a measured and loving response and was 
made most happy in the anticipation of the celebration 
of the nuptials fixed at some 6 months hence. This time 
glided nicely & happily, though not too rapidly, away 
from me. The hours of leisure were spent with her and 
my visits were always welcomed with that cordial wel-
come, that maiden modesty, so much to be admired. 
Tis true that on one occasion she did rest her elbow 
upon my knee and look with confidential pleasure in 
my face and made me realize that indeed I had her 
whole heart. 
 Suffice it to say, the happy day of our marriage 
arrived and since then, hours, days, and years of time, 
confidence & happiness passed rapidly away, and only 
to make us feel that happy as were the hours of youth-
ful days, they compare not with those of later years and 
perhaps even these may not be equal to that which is in 
reserve for us. 
 I don’t know how much pleasure it affords you 
to go over these days of the past, but to me they will 
ever be remembered as days of felicity. And how hap-
py the thought that years increase the affection & es-
teem we have for each other to love & be loved. May it 
ever be so, and may I ever be a husband worthy of 
your warmest affections. May I make you happy and in 
so doing be made happy in return. A sweet kiss and 
embrace to your greeting. 
 But maybe you will say it looks ridiculous to 
see a man getting grayhaired to be writing love letters, 
so I will use the remnant of my paper otherwise... 
 
Yours affectionately H Black 
 
Harry Black was appointed a Surgeon on July 1, 1861 
and served as a Surgeon within the Army of Northern 
Virginia throughout the war. He was paroled on April 
9, 1865 as a Surgeon in Charge of the 2nd Corps Field 
Hospital. 
 
 Submitted by Adam Gaines 
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From the Chaplain General 
Dr. John H. Killian, Jr. 

 

 
II Timothy 2:2 “And the things that thou has heard of 
me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to 
faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.” 
 
 Perhaps the key figure in the Old Testament is the 
old patriarch Moses who led the children of Israel out of 
Egyptian bondage and toward the land of Canaan, the 
Land of Promise. The book of Exodus thrills the heart with 
reports of the miraculous deliverance of the people of God 
from Pharaoh’s captivity. But equally stirring to me is the 
story of Moses’ deliverance as a child. 
 You see, Moses was born in a time when Pharaoh 
had ordered the murder of all young Israelite boys. Miri-
am, the sister  of Moses, placed the baby in a basket and 
the daughter of Pharaoh retrieved the child and raised 
young Moses in Pharaoh’s court.  
 In spite of being raised in the courts of Egyptian 
royalty, there came a time when something inside of 
young Moses cried out that he was an Israelite. When the 
Hebrews were beaten and living in subjugation, young 
Moses knew that he was a Hebrew. The call of his people 
was strong as Moses felt years of suffering and knew that 
he could never rid himself of identity. 
 The liberal psychologist Carl Jung theorized about 
a “folk memory.” Believing that even a blind pig occa-
sionally finds an acorn, consider that Scripture records 
examples of the people of Israel identifying with hundreds 
of years of longing for Jerusalem, though none living at 
that time had ever lived there. 
 Can you feel what I am saying? I know you do 
because that is why you have chosen to identify with the 
Military Order of the Stars and Bars. When you think of 
your ancestor suffering in a cold Yankee prison, you feel 
his suffering. When you picture your ancestor charging the 
breastworks at Franklin or charging the ridge at Gettys-
burg, you wish you could charge with him. Your eyes fill 
with tears when you think of William Faulkner’s statement 
that every Southern boy sees himself at Gettysburg ready 
to charge the line with Pickett and thinking that this time, 
maybe this time we will break the line and win the mo-
mentous victory and gain Southern Independence. 
 You live with these feelings. At the same time, 
you also live in a real world. And in this real world you 
are a loyal American. When a Muslim calls us the evil Sa-
tan, you are angered. When you see an Iraqi mob burning 
an American flag, you seethe with anger. When terrorists 
attack on September 11, you want to shout to the world 
that we stand united as proud and loyal Americans.  How 
does this square with our Confederate feelings? 
 You believe with all your heart that the South was 

right, and you believe this with no apology. You believe 
that our Cause was the Cause of righteousness. I hope 
you do, because I am raising two children to believe that 
with no compromise. But you also believe and accept that 
our God is a sovereign God who rules and reigns in the 
affairs of men. Did God favor the Union Cause out of 
righteousness? Did the Confederacy fail because our 
Cause opposed the righteousness of God? Was the Cause 
of Abraham Lincoln good and the Cause of Jefferson Da-
vis wicked? Did right win out when General Lee, that 
spotless Christian gentleman, surrendered his sword to 
Ulysses S. Grant at Appomattox Court House? Honest 
believing Christians must face these issues.  
 Please consider these matters from the perspec-
tive of Scripture: 
 
I. God’s Authority 
 
 Ephesians 1:11 instructs us that God “works all 
things after the counsel of His own will.”  Did you hear 
that? “All things!” No event transpires on this Earth with-
out the knowledge and assent of Almighty God. 
 Daniel the Prophet declared that God placed and 
removed Kings. We rejoice in knowing that the sover-
eigns of this world will one day bow before the ultimate 
authority, the Lord Jesus Christ. The book of Daniel lays 
out Divine prophecy and speaks of the kingdoms of this 
world. The culmination of Babylonian, Medo-Persian, 
Greek and Roman Empires is that these empires fail at 
the feet of Almighty God. 
 But governments and nations exist at the hand of 
God. We are here honoring the foundation and the short 
existence of the Confederate States of America, short in 
life but pure in honor and courage. We stand proudly as 
the descendants of that glorious heritage. 
 Yet, this nation did not survive as a national enti-
ty. We must conclude that God Almighty did not will a 
Confederate victory. Please do not be misled by this fact. 
 God willed that John the Baptist be killed by a 
wicked King, that the Apostle Paul be beheaded in perse-
cution. God allowed the rise of Mao Tse Tung, of Castro 
and of Soviet Communism. None of these events were a 
result of righteousness but God still worked in these 
events toward an ultimate end. 
 Never, for a moment, attribute the loss of the 
Confederacy as a mark of Confederate sinfulness or Un-
ion godliness. With every fiber of my being, I believe 
that the South was Constitutionally correct and Biblically 
correct. But our leaders accepted the tragic end of the 
War as by the hand of God. 
 
II. God’s Agenda 
 
 Ok, if God’s plan did not involve the success of 
the Confederacy, what was God doing through the Con-
federacy and through the Southern people? 
 I suppose we will never, this side of eternity, ful-
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ly know the plan of God. But we do get a glimpse by 
realizing that God visited the Confederate Army with a 
mighty revival and outreach unparalleled in American 

history. 
 Hundreds of thousands of soldiers came to 
Christ as members of the Confederate Army. Generals 
came to Christ and gave full honor to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Our President and governmental leaders 
acknowledged the Lordship of Christ over the affairs of 
our nation. 
 During World War II, the adage was coined that 
stated “there are no atheists in foxholes”, but what hap-
pened in the Confederacy was not wartime religion. The 
result was that even amidst the horrors of Reconstruction 
the South saw the fruits of the mighty revival in the 
Southern armies. Churches were full, ministerial schools 
were full and the scourge of liberalism did not find a 
home in the religious world for over a generation. The 
result of the revival was a Christian culture that Yankees 
scoffingly called the Bible Belt. I am proud of the Bible 
Belt culture and believe that the best of America is found 
in the Bible Belt and was formulated in the times of the 
Confederacy.  
 On into the 20th century, the conservative faction 
of each denomination had roots in the South. Laws on 
abortion, alcohol and other moral issues had its strongest 
stand in the South--all a result of what God did among 
Southern people during the War and the existence of the 

Confederacy. The heart of the greatest missionary move-
ment in the history of Christianity has come from the 
South. The world has been impacted by the move of God 
among the Confederacy. That which remains as best in 
America springs forth from the greatness of the Confed-
eracy.  Hear me, what God did in the Confederacy has 
had more eternal impact than a Confederate government 
could have ever accomplished. God’s agenda was eternal 
and the Confederacy was God’s tool for eternal accom-
plishment. 
 
III. God’s Assignment 
 
 What does God assign of us, those descendants 
of Confederate soldiers? 
 
A. Calling of Remembrance 
 
 God’s basic law demands honoring of parents.  
When we memorialize our ancestors, we are doing the 
Lord’s work. Whether you are involved in helping some-
one find their genealogy, marking graves, publishing rec-
ords and memoirs, or heritage defense-- you are doing 
what God wants us to do as a people. 
 Consider that Old Testament was constantly 
urged to see the great things that God had done with 
them as a people. Our future generations need never for-
get that once their stood a nation with great principles, 
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PRESERVING  

CONFEDERATE 
HERITAGE 

 

 The Order of the Southern Cross was founded 
in 1863 by Lt. Gen. Leonidas Polk, Maj. Gen. Patrick 
R. Cleburne, and Chaplain (Rev.) Charles T. Quin-
tard, on the eve of the Battle of Chickamauga.  The 
Order promoted an esprit de corps within the ranks.     

 The Order was re-established in 1979 and, 
since that time, the Order has allocated more than 
$250,000 to the preservation of Confederate heritage. 

 Any organization seeking financial support to 
help fund local Confederate heritage projects is en-
couraged to contact the Order by visiting our website 
at www.orderofsoutherncross.com or contacting 
Grants Chairman James E. Alderman at 
alde711@aol.com.    

Deo Vindice!  

men and women unmatched by any since Biblical days 
and the courage and commitment. We stand proudly as 
Americans and praise God for our American heritage. 
But a deeper commitment calls us to remember the 
Cause that must survive as we call our people to remem-
brance. 
 

B. Calling of Remnant 
 
 Throughout Scripture, even amidst dispersion 
and captivity, Israel had a faithful remnant. Today, we 
are called to live by the sound principles of our Confed-
erate ancestors. 
 We must hold high the principles of a Constitu-
tional Republic and resist the movement to mold us into 
a Democracy, where the mob can vote themselves into 
the treasury at the whim of public will. This is what John 
C. Calhoun would do. 
 We must resist the tide of a New World Order 
and maintain our status as a free nation with liberty and 
justice as our foundation. This is what Jefferson Davis 
would do. 
 What would General Lee do if he were here to-
day? I am convinced he would proudly follow the Stars 
and Stripes into battle, but would stand with Michael 
New and refuse to lead our troops to follow an interna-

tional force and wear the beret of the United Nations. 
 What would General Jackson do? He would 
fight bravely to maintain our freedom, as our veterans 
did in WWI, WWII, Korea and Viet Nam. But General 
Jackson would never apologize for a conviction that we 
are Southerners and would stand firm for every remem-
brance of our Confederate ancestors in the public arena. 
Never would the great Stonewall Jackson support a secu-
lar society that would foolishly advocate teaching our 
children our establishing a government without a founda-
tion of a belief in the God of our Fathers. 
 What would Stephen Dill Lee do? He would 
give himself to see that our school books, our public fig-
ures and our media spokesmen understand that there ex-
ists a band of brothers who will defend the good name of 
the Confederate soldier, who will emulate his virtues and 
make certain that his true history is properly recorded 
and rightly presented to future generations. 
 In other words, our forefathers would endorse 
what we are trying to do as members of Military Order 
of the Stars and Bars.  
 Gentlemen, we really are a band of brothers with 
a Divinely Ordained Cause. Those principles that unite 
us are more important than any election, any office in 
this organization and any award that may be granted.  
 As the years pass, the need grows for the best 

http://www.orderofsoutherncross.com
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that can be produced by our brother organizations. May 
our Lord grant us the wisdom to know what strategy we 
must pursue, the strength to continue the pursuit of this 
Cause and the courage to never back away from the 
greatness of this Cause. God demands the remembrance 
of this Cause, His power will sustain us in this Cause 
and generations from now may our descendants be gath-
ered to celebrate the realization of our people that the 
South was right in the 1800s, that the South is still dif-
ferent and that the principles of the South remain the 
best hope for our Constitutional Republic. May God 
bless America and may God save the South! 

 

Article Submittal Request 
 
If you have an article that you would like to be consid-
ered for publication, please send your submittal to Jeff 
Sizemore (Editor General) at swampeditor@yahoo.com. 
 
Chapter and Society News is also welcome.  Please 
email to the address.  The preferred submittal is one in 
which the articles are in MS Word format and that all 
pictures are in jpeg format as this makes it easier to for-
mat to the proper scale within this publication. 
 
Note that references and footnotes are requested to sup-
port where the original information is acquired as it is 
up to the article writer to provide such material. 
 
If there is any questions, please feel free to contact me.  
Thanks. 
 

Awards Presentation - 
Teacher of the Year 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Randall D. Young, current Director of the Audio/Video, 
Television & Film Department at Thomas County Cen-
tral High School in Thomasville, GA has been awarded 
the 2016 Military Order of the Stars and Bars Teacher 

of the Year Award.  He received his trophy from Lt. 
Commander General Byron Brady in a ceremony at the 
High School in Thomasville on May 23, 2016.  

 

2016 Law and Order Award 
 

Colonel J. Greg Caulley, a 
member of the MOSB Nation-
al At-Large Chapter from 
Riverview, Florida, received 
the 2016 MOSB Law & Order 
Award at a ceremony in 
Bartow, FL on May 25, 
2016.  Lt. Commander Gen-
eral Byron Brady presented 
the award to Officer Caulley at 
a meeting of the Francis S. 
Bartow Chapter, Bartow and 
was assisted by his wife Jan. 
 

Great Bend of the Gila,  

National Monument 
 

 The National Trust for Historic Preservation is 
in the process of creating a new National Monument in 
Arizona.  A National Monument is similar to a National 
Park.  It covers a great many square miles.  National 
Monuments preserve historic sites.  The Great Bend of 
the Gila [river] is a large geographic change in the flow 
of the Gila River.  Paths and later roads  follow the Gila 
River and provide fresh water 12 months of the year.  
This is rarer for the Sonora Desert.  Along this river road 
came the Stagecoaches, miners, travelers and armies. 
Two of the armies clashed setting the western – most 
skirmish of the Civil War. Creating the National Monu-
ment will protect the area where this event took place.  
We ask for your support.  No donations are requested.  
We do need Letters of Support from individuals and 
groups requesting Congress to create this  monument.  
These should be sent to Representative  Mr.Raul Grijal-
va, 3rd District of Arizona.  Mr. Grijalva is a veteran and 
the sponsor  of the proposed Great Bend of the Gila Na-
tional Monument.  Please send a support letter to: 

Mr. Raul Grijalva, MC  
1511 Longworth HOB  
Washington, DC 20515  
 
ph. (202) 225-2435  
fax (202) 225-1541  
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Or 
 
Mr. Raul Grijalva, MC  
738 N. 5th Ave. Suite 110  
Tucson, AZ 85705  
 
ph.  (520) 622-6788  
fax  (520) 622-0198  
 
You also can ask your Members of Congress to support 
the noble project.   

Thank you, 

Dr. Robert Massey 
Genealogist - Gen. John B. Magruder Chapter, MOSB, 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 

Commander, Arizona Division, SCV 
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