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Judah P. Benjamin - The Dark Prince of the Confederacy 
By Carol R. Glayre, Elizabeth B. Bashinsky UDC Chapter # 236, Troy, AL 

 Upon coming to Florida in 1965, I became interested in Ju-
dah P. Benjamin.  His career started in New Orleans and ended in 
Manatee and Sarasota Counties located in the southwest part of the 
State of Florida.  Judah escaped the commotion and attempts to 
round up the hierarchy of the Confederacy.  He ended up at Gamble 
Plantation that was operated at the time by the former Confederate 
Commissary for the Manatee District, Archibald McNeil and his 
wife. 
 Dark Prince of the Confederacy, Brains of the Confederacy, 
these among other labels have been used to describe Judah Phillip 
Benjamin.  Mysterious would be another because he left nothing of 
his personal writings to history.  All that is known, and has been 
written, come from the letters and conversations of his constituents 
and friends. 
 Judah P. Benjamin was a descendant from the Seraphonic 
Jews who were expelled from Spain by King Ferdinand and Queen 
Isabella of Spain.  His mother’s family, the Mendes, settled in Lon-
don and became prosperous merchants.  She married Phillip Benja-
min, a small shopkeeper.  Judah was the oldest of their six living 
children.  He was given the same name by his parent of his de-
ceased older sibling. 
 He was born on August 8, 1811 in St. Croix, Virgin Islands.  
The Islands were under British rule at the time, thus giving him a 
British citizenship which he retained for life.  The family moved 
frequently, in his early days, ending up in Charleston, SC by the 
time he was five.  At that time, his father naturalized, also giving 
Benjamin American citizenship.  This dual status served him well 
in later years.  Although the city had a large Jewish community, he 
was educated in and by a gentile environment.  He never entirely 
abandoned the faith of his ancestors, but spent his life mostly as a 
non-practicing Jew. 
  
Article Continues on Page 9 
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Commander General’s Message 
THE ACTS OF RECONSTRUCTION 

 I am looking forward to the New Year. It is my hope that 2016 will be a 
prosperous and happy year for all of us. We will face challenges in the New Year 
for certain, but we will meet those challenges and continue to excel. As we enter 
the New Year I want to assure everyone that MOS&B is in excellent shape. Our 
membership is growing and we are fiscally sound. 

 2015 was the last year of the Sesquicentennial. All of us were pleased to 
observe the increased emphasis on the history of the War Between the States. We 
are now about to observe the 150th anniversary of the Reconstruction Acts. This 
was a difficult time for the former Confederate States and its citizens. However, it is another part of our 
history that will not be forgotten. 

 Following the War, Congress was faced with the dilemma of governing the 11 former Confederate 
States and providing for their re-entry into the Union. Ironically, Tennessee was the only Southern State to 
not be subjected to the Acts of Reconstruction. It became the first State to be re-admitted to the United 
States on July 26, 1866. This action actually pre-dated the Acts of Reconstruction that were enacted in 
1867.  

 On March 2, 1867 Congress enacted the first of four Acts of Reconstruction. The first Act was enti-
tled: An Act to Provide for the More Efficient Government of the Rebel States. Collectively, these Acts pro-
vided for the registration of voters who had taken a loyalty oath. Under this Act a State could apply for re-
admission to the Union once 10% of the State’s registered voters from the 1860 elections took an oath of 
loyalty. In addition, congress required each state to draft a new constitution and ratify the Fourteenth 
Amendment. 

 In May and June of 1865 President Andrew Johnson appointed provisional Governors for each 
Southern State. But these appointments were superseded by the Reconstruction Acts of 1867. In fact, a key 
provision provided for the creation of 5 Military Districts each of which was governed by a General who 
would serve as the acting governor. The 5 Districts and the 10 affected states, (Tennessee excluded), were 
as follows: 

1st  Military District – Virginia 

2nd Military District – North Carolina and South Carolina 

3rd Military District – Georgia, Alabama and Florida 

4th Military District – Arkansas and Mississippi 

5th Military District - Texas and Louisiana 

 By August 1868 six States had been re-admitted to the Union. These States included Arkansas, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, Louisiana, Alabama and Florida. The remaining States – Virginia, Missis-
sippi, Texas and Georgia – were re-admitted in 1870. Of interest is the fact that Georgia was the last State 
to be readmitted in 1870. 

 Prior to the War, the 11 former Confederate States accounted for nearly 70% of total U.S. exports. 
Cotton accounted for much of that figure. The leading buyers were the British textile mills in the Manches-
ter–Lancashire area. In fact, 80% of the cotton imported by these mills came from the American South.  

 The War caused a severe shortage for these mills and the British government looked for other areas 
within its empire to produce cotton. India was capable of growing comparable crops but their quality con-
trol was abysmal and the infrastructure to transport the crop to market was sadly lacking. As a result, the 
American South would eventually re-emerge as the world’s leading cotton production area after 1870.  
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 The Reconstruction era was a difficult time for the citizens of the eleven former Confederate States. 
But our ancestors were able to overcome the hardships of the time through their prayers, hard work and 
determination. We owe so much to our ancestors and their sacrifices will long be remembered. In fact, that 
is our role as members of the Order: to honor our ancestors and to preserve our Southern heritage.  

Deo Vindice.   

Wm. Howard Jones  

Commander General 

More Pictures from the MOS&B Convention in Alexandria, VA 
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The Chaplain General’s Thoughts 
By Raymond Holder, M’Div., B.C.C.  

Our Southern Traditions 
 

 Any time I converse with someone who has 
recently moved to the southern United States, I ask 
them to compare the general atmosphere of the 
north and our southland. Two characteristics of 
southern people they mention are the friendliness of 
the southern people and greater religiosity of the 
southern people. It is no coincidence that our south 
is the more patriotic region of the country.  
 The following is read as part of the intro-
duction to newly sworn in members of members of 
many of our SCV camps. 
 “Although defeated, they left us traditions 
of faith in God, honor, chivalry, and respect for 
womanhood; they left us a passionate belief in free-
dom for the individual. Our Confederate ancestors 
bequeathed to us a military tradition of valor, patri-
otism, devotion to duty, and a spirit of self-

sacrifice. When our nation no longer admires these 
traditions, we will no longer remain a free nation.”  
It is my strong belief that these values just quoted 
are directly related to our belief in a sovereign God 
who’s only Son died on the cross of Calvary  and 
arose on the third day so as to give to us the great 
hope of salvation. 1st Peter 3:15 says “But in your 
hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to 
give an answer to everyone who ask you to give the 
reason for the hope that you have, but do this with 
gentleness and respect.” The message of the Cross is 
encouraged by the way in which we interpret our 
faith in God is to take it from our bibles to our 
neighbors in our way of life. Acts of kindness are 
encouraged by the scriptures when Jesus said for us 
to love our neighbors as ourselves. Mark Twain said 
it well when he said that kindness can be seen by the 
blind and heard by the deaf. When we have a great 
faith in our risen Lord, we want to tell others if not 
in just a smile and acts of kindness. 

Chapter News 
from BG John 

Richardson Liddell 
Chapter # 271 

 
Pictured to the left are four life 
members of the BG St. John 
Richardson Liddell Chapter 271 
attending an annual event of 
their Sons of the American Rev-
olution Chapter.  Front row L-R 
Wilson C. Wilhite, Jr., M.D., 
Charles Owen Johnson, Back 
row L-R Price L. Legg and 
Thomas B. Rhodes, III LTC 
USA (Retired) 
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Name: ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Street: ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

City/State/Zip: _____________________________________________________________ 

 

Enclosed is my check number _________ dated ________________ for $______________ 

 

A Letter from the Homefront 
 
Richmond, [Va.], Aug. 18th, 1863 
 
Miss Addie, 
 
Esmaralda, [Plantation] 
 
 Intently engaged in business, having no social 
enjoyments my ear pained with every day's report of 
the enemies depredations- their outrages and wrongs 
to our people- stealing and destroying their property- 
depriving them of everything held dear and sacred by 
them- and of the disloyalty of some of our own peo-
ple- your letter of the 3rd inst. was cheering indeed 
reminding me of some liars I think I saw a long, long 
time ago. 
 
"When life looks lone and dreary, 
What light can dispel the gloom? 
When time's swift wing grows weary, 
What charm can refresh his plume? 
Tis the smile and kindness of woman." 
 
 Then how grateful ought I to feel that there is 
one who will occasionally spend a few minutes in 
relieving the strained physical and mental energies- 
diverting the mind from unpleasant things to those 
that are interesting and agreeable- cheering the full 
and weary hours- making lighter the duties of my 
position and shedding a gentle light around me. She 
should be highly prized, being truly valuable above 
all price. 

 
 And how pleasant ought it to be to her who 
knows she has the power to effect so much- to do so 
much good? It surely must afford her an inward sat-
isfaction of which the world knows not and encour-
age her to exert her purifying, healthful and reviving 
influence in cheering the dull and lonely hours of a 
poor man whenever she has the opportunity to do so.  
 Altho a prisoner, I am glad to know the Col. 
is well and your Aunt intended trying to visit him. I 
hope she has been able to do so and that he will soon 
be exchanged. I shall watch out for and continue to 
inquire about him. If I hear anything from him you 
shall hear immediately. 
 Have you been to see Mary Lizzie yet? Give 
me all the news- whatever you may have saw and 
heard. I must say I want to see you very much. 
 
Yours truly, &c, 

W.F. Riddick 

 
Willis F. Riddick, was one of four men appointed to 
high office in the Confederate States Postal Service 
in North Carolina in 1861. On May 20, 1861, the 
state of North Carolina passed an ordnance of seces-
sion and on May 27, 1861, the state entered the Con-
federacy. On June 1, 1861, the Federal postal system 
was ordered to cease operations in the Southern 
States. Mr. Riddick was later ordered by Confederate 
Postmaster General John H. Reagan to Richmond, 
Va. where he was serving the Confederate govern-
ment at the time he wrote this letter. 
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CIVIL WAR HISTORY 

JAMES COUNTRY MERCANTILE 

111 N. Main Liberty, MO 64068 

816-781-9473   FAX 816-781-1470 

jamescntry@aol.com   www.jamescountry.com 

 

 Everything Needed For The Living Historian! 

Ladies - Gentlemen - Civilian - Military 

Uniforms – Ladies Clothing  - Accoutrements—Weapons - Accessories 

YOUR PATRONAGE IS APPRECIATED! 

Life Membership Presentation 

BG John Richardson Liddell  

Chapter 271 
Picture left is Commander Thomas B. Rhodes, III LTC 
USA (Retired) shown holding his MOS&B Life Mem-
bership Certificate after the presentation by Adjutant Da-
vid W. Myers at the November meeting of the BG St. 
John Richardson Liddell Chapter 271.  Compatriot Samu-
el S. Mitchell, III was so inspired that he stroked a check 
and completed a Life Membership form for himself that 
evening. 

http://www.jamescountry.com/
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Article Continuation From Page 1: Judah P. Benjamin - 
Dark Prince of the Confederacy 

 At a very early age he displayed an ability to 
learn.  It is said that he would recite Shakespeare while 
playing marbles and spent playtime studying.  At the 
age of 14, through the generosity of friends, he was 
able to apply to Yale University.  He passed the en-
trance exam satisfactorily in: Cicero’s Select Orations, 
Clark’s Introduction to the Making of Latin, Virgil, 
Sallust, and the Greek testament, Dalzell’s Graeca Mi-
nora, Adams Latin Grammar, Latin Prosody, and Arith-
metic.  The three years there had a grueling schedule of 
study, but he was able to keep at the head of the class.  
In his third year for reasons unknown, he withdrew.  
This was to be used against him during 1861, for propa-
ganda purposes, and has never been clarified.  

 In 1828 at the age of seventeen, he arrived in 
New Orleans with $5.00 in his pocket.  He immediately 
went to work as a clerk in a mercantile house.  His fam-
ily’s business gave him a good insight into the work-
ings of the Place.  Shortly after, he was employed by 
the firm of Greenberg Stringer, a large notary house.  
While there, he began to study for the bar. 
 In order to increase his income and to learn 
French, he began to give private tutoring, exchanging 
his services for either cash or language. This is how he 
met Natalie St. Martin, the daughter of a wealthy Cre-
ole family in New Orleans.  They were married on Feb-
ruary 22, 1833, two months after he passed the bar. He 
was 21 and she was 16.  He had achieved both of his 
goals, a respectable profession and acceptance into the 
best social circles of the community.  Although her 
family were devout Catholics, he never did convert.  As 
was required by the church law, their only child that 
lived beyond infancy, Ninette, was baptized in the 
Catholic Church. 
 Benjamin became a prominent lawyer of New 
Orleans.  He was driven to excel in whatever he under-
took and in a short time he acquired a vast fortune and 
large holding.  He became the owner of Bellechasse, a 
large sugar plantation near New Orleans.  He rebuilt the 
house, in the grand manner, at a cost of $28,000. Na-
talie, by that time, had become bored with the area and 
taking Ninette had moved to France, where she re-
mained for the rest of her life and never returned but 
once.  Benjamin made a yearly visit to France to see his 
wife and daughter. 
 

Belle Chase - Plaquemine Parish, Lousiana 
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Gamble Mansion - Ellenton, Florida (Above & Below) 

 Besides his lucrative law practice, Judah 
was to become a very productive plantation owner, 
pioneering many new and innovative methods into 
the infant sugar industry.  He was the first to use 
the Rillieux Method, a process invented by a New 
Orleans chemist.  This operating system, alone, cost 
$33,000 in 1840. 
 Benjamin was one of the most celebrated 
lawyers at the time.  His most famous case was to 
defend the will of John McDonough, said to 
amount to $2 million, which was left to the cities of 
New Orleans and Baltimore to establish public 
schools. 
 Judah P. Benjamin ran as a Whig candidate 
when entered the United States Senate on Friday, 
March 4, 1853, as the Senator from Louisiana.  He 
served with distinction until his resignation to join 
the Confederacy.  His appointment as Attorney 
General was confirmed by the Confederate Con-
gress on February 25, 1861.  Until December 1860, 
there was no indication that he advocated secession.  
On Washington’s Birthday, February 22, 1861, he 
had eloquently addressed a vast crowd at the Race 
Track in New Orleans, presenting the unit flag to 
the Washington Artillery and ushered the city into 
the War Between the States. 
 Although Benjamin had been chosen for the 
post because of his law background, he, along with 
most of the cabinet, was not fit for the post.  These 
men were basically chosen on the grounds that they 
were preferred by the states they represented.  He 
was given the lowest of the cabinet positions. 
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 At one point during their service in the United States Senate, 
Judah challenged Mr. Davis to a duel.  This “indiscretion” was set-
tled amicably by the parties.  In spite of their past history, the presi-
dent and his attorney general became the best of friends and Davis’s 
most trusted confident.  So much so that Benjamin is said to be the 
“Brains of the Confederacy.” 
 Benjamin’s title as the Attorney General was Head of the De-
partment of Justice.  In this capacity, he was responsible for the es-
tablishment of the Patent Office on May 21, 1861.  During the years 
of war, Benjamin served in many different cabinet offices: Attorney 
General, Acting Secretary of War/Minister of War and Secretary of 
State. 
 When the Confederacy began to collapse and the President & 
Confederate Cabinet Members were preparing to vacate Richmond, 
VA, Benjamin had his aids send six boxes of papers and four trunks 
forward, with just initials, for their safety.  The rest of his papers he 
destroyed.  
 He remained with the Davis family and the cabinet until 
Danville, VA, and then on to Greensboro, NC.  While on the train, 
Benjamin quoted the poets to relieve the tension among his constitu-
ents.  His great mind was still at work. 
 Because of his size, he was not comfortable on horseback 
and had to ride in an ambulance.  But in order to make good his es-
cape, he would have to consider doing so.  Disguising himself as a 
Frenchman, Monsieur BonFal (Mr. Goodfellow), who spoke little 
English, he with his companion, a Colonel Leovy of New Orleans, 
started the journey south and to freedom.  The Colonel acted as Ben-
jamin’s interpreter.  A week later, they were met by Colonel John 
Taylor Wood who informed them that Davis had been captured at 
Irwinville, GA. 
 The two separated when they reached the Florida/Georgia 
line at Madison, Florida. Colonel Leovy headed west to Mobile in 
order to return to Louisiana.  Benjamin headed south knowing that 
sparsely populated Florida was his quickest way to the West Indies. 
 Since the main roads were patrolled by the Union and there 
was a bounty of $40,000 on his head, he kept to back roads and trav-
eled mostly at night.  At this point, he changed his disguise to a 
farmer looking for land for him and some friends to settle.  He con-
tinued south to the central part of Florida.  Knowing that the Atlantic 
coast was heavily guarded by the Union, he decided to try the Gulf 
Coast as a means of escape. 
 Coming to a crossroad that seemed to be well traveled, he 
retired to the bushes to sleep.  Sometime later, he was awakened by a 
shrill voice saying “Hi for Jeff”.  It kept repeating this and he deter-
mined that it must belong to someone sympathetic to the lost cause.  
After a little bit he realized it was a parrot.  He began to throw peb-
bles at the bird and followed him home.  This was the home of Cap-
tain LeRoy Leslye, a Methodist preacher and former Confederate 
Officer at Brooksville, Florida.  The Captain sent for his son, Major 
John T. Leslye of Tampa.  Major Leslye, along with Captain John 
McKay, was able to smuggle “Mr. Howard” to Tampa in Hillsboro 
County.  He remained hidden for some time at Leslye’s home and 
then on the third floor of Captain McKay’s. 

Captain LeRoy Leslye 

Major John Leslye 
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 Major John Leslye sent word down to Major William 
Iredell Turner, at Oak Hill (now Parrish) Manatee County, 
Florida, to meet them at the Alafia River as they had an im-
portant mission to perform.  Major Turner went and that was 
where he met Benjamin, now passing as “Mr. Howard”.  The 
Turners hid him at their plantation for about four to five days.  
According to Turner family members, he was hidden in their 
pig pen so as not to attract attention.  When it was time to 
feed him, it looked like they were feeding the stock. 
 When it was safe, they secretly took “Mr. Howard” 
approximately 10 miles west to the Gamble Plantation at El-
lenton, Florida.  This was the residence of Archibald McNeil 
and his family.  McNeil was a blockade runner and was the 
Confederacy’s Deputy Commissary for the Manatee District. 
He was also highly sought by the Union. 
 There are some stories that McNeil and Benjamin had 
to run out the back to avoid the Union soldiers.  However, 
McNeil was not at the mansion at the time, this is according 
to descendants of McNeil’s wife who are related and were 
still living in the area.  So if he had to go out back and muzzle 
the dog, Mr. Howard had to act alone.  When McNeal’s wife 
saw the Yankee patrol coming, she went out and detained 
them in order to give Benjamin time to escape out of the back 
kitchen area and into the words. 
 During this raid, the Yankees destroyed the sugar mill 
and grain mill at Bradenton.  According to local historians, 
the ladies of Bradenton begged the Union soldiers to spare 
the grist mill as this was how they processed their food sup-
ply, but to no avail.  This is one of the reasons, it has been 
determined that the locals didn’t turn in Benjamin, even 
though, there was a huge bounty on him.  In a destitute econ-
omy, $40,000 would have gone a long way.  Yet, they passed 
up on the fortune & put their own lives in jeopardy. 
 Realizing that they had to act quickly, as it was too 
dangerous at Ellenton, plans were made to move Benjamin 
south across the Manatee River to Bradenton.  He was ferried 
across the river in a boat owned by Captain John Curry.  He 
was taken then to the home of Captain Fred Tresca, a French 
native who had lived in Florida for many years.  Tresca was 
familiar with the inland and coastal waterways of the West 
Coast as far as Knight’s Key. 
 Benjamin spent two weeks hidden at Tresca’s.  Cap-
tain Tresca had a 16 ft. yawl that he had sunk two years be-
fore to secure it from the Yankees.  It took this much time to 
raise it and put it in serviceable condition.  During this time, 
Mrs. Tresca sewed pleats in his vest and waistband to conceal 
his gold coins. 
Captain Tresca contacted William Whitaker at Yellow Bluff 
in Sarasota County.  He was taken to Whitaker’s by the 
Home Guard, pretending to be hunting cattle, in a cart cov-
ered by palm founds and moss.  With his bulk, I guess he 

Mrs. Turner 
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Parrish, FL - formerly known as Oak Hill 

Close up of Pig Pen Site 

Cane Press from the Sugar Mill destroyed 
by the Yankees 

could have easily been mistaken. 
 The yawl was sailed from the Manatee River into the 
Sarasota Bay and to Whitaker’s Bayou at Yellow Bluff by 
Captain Tresca and H.A. McLeod, a former Confederate sail-
or.  On June 23, 1865, they along with Benjamin set off on 
his journey to freedom and a new life in England. 
 Although June 23 was a beginning, it was not to his 
ultimate goal.  His flight to freedom took many perilous 
twists and turns.  Three grown men, one slightly overweight 
in a 16 foot yawl was an invitation for disaster.  That was a 
precarious ride for sure.  The steep reward offered by Benja-
min was no doubt the considering factor to even tempt this 
trip. 
 They were not able to secure provisions beforehand, 
probably to not arouse suspicion; as well as, the tight fit in 
the boat. They went ashore only to secure fresh water and 
food, surviving mostly on fish and turtle eggs and the milk of 
an occasional coconut. 
 Not far down the coast they ran into a Federal gun-
boat which lowered its small boat to pursue them.  They 
ducked in Garparilla Pass and hid in the undergrowth.  They 
were so well concealed that the Yankees couldn’t find them. 
At one point, they were so close as to hear their voices.  In 
order to be sure that they were safe, the three stayed two 
nights at Garparilla Pass before venturing out again. 
 Their next brush with the enemy came shortly after.  
Captain Tresca told Benjamin to pretend to be a cook.  He 
played the part so well that the Yankees, who came aboard, 
stated that he had never seen a Jew do common labor before. 
 Two weeks later on July 7th they finally reached 
Knight’s Key.  There they acquired a larger boat, Blonde, 
with a leg-o-mutton sail.  They set sail for Bimini, a British 
possession 125 miles across the Atlantic Ocean.  The journey 
was not without dangers and Benjamin wrote to his sister that 
they had encountered a heavy storm which spurned many 
water spouts.  He said he had always wanted to experience 
one, but it was more than he had bargained for as they were 
surrounded by them.  He compared the sound to the roar of 
the Niagara Falls. H.A. McLeod later confirmed this.  He 
said that he was bailing with a tin pan & Benjamin with his 
hat, but could not keep up with the downpour. 
 They reached Bimini on July 10, 1865 and Benjamin, 
thinking he was safely out of danger, booked passage on a 
small sponge sloop.  It swiftly sank the next morning so 
swiftly that Benjamin and three black crew men just made it 
into a skiff that was in tow.  They had a leaky skiff, one oar, 
a pot of rice and some water to sustain them.  The boat was 
so heavily loaded that only five inches remained above wa-
ter.  They were rescued by the lighthouse boat Georgiana.  
The captain rerouted his vessel to Bimini to help them & 
they arrived there on the 15th. 
 He then had to depart the next day for Havana and 
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stayed in Cuba for a month.  He again met McNeil and 
McLeod and they carried him safely to Nassau.  He 
paid McNeil $1500 for the 600 mile trip.  At Nassau, 
he booked passage on a boat to England.  When his 
boat was near St. Thomas, a fire broke out in the hold, 
but was put out before burning the deck.  On August 
30th, he finally arrived at Southampton, England. 
 He remained in London long enough to tend to 
matters pertaining to the former Confederacy and then 
he went to Paris to visit his wife and daughter.  He 
could have remained in Paris, but chose England to 
practice law. Basically, he had to start over again be-
cause his former law background was primarily in 
Louisiana law, which follows to this day, the Napole-
onic Code not the English, a woman has more rights to 
her own property under the Napoleonic Code. 
 He was able to sell 100 bales of his cotton that 
he had sent over before the Yankees could get it for a 
sum of nearly $20,000. This gave him the necessary 
funds to pursue his new career. 
 Baron Pollock persuaded his colleagues to take 
Benjamin in as a law student.  He argued that he only 
needed to familiarize with the English Code and the 
lawyers. Benjamin quickly finished the necessary 
work required and was admitted to the bar.  He rose so 
quickly that in early 1868 there were aspirations of 
him being promoted to the Queen’s Council.  He was 
confirmed in 1872, the first former American lawyer 
to be so honored. 
 As in the U.S. Court, (he was once offered a 
seat on the Supreme Court, but declined), he per-
formed so eloquently and with great success in Britain 
that he was again offered a seat on the English Court 
and declined.  Stating he could not afford the small 
salary, as his earnings as a barrister were reported to 
be $150,000 per year.  During his time in England, he 
wrote two books on law that are still used in law col-
leges around the world today. 
 Planning to retire in August, 1880, he began to 
get his office in order.  He gave his last speech before 
the bar July 24-25, 1882.  Although he would have 
rather stayed in England, his wife and daughter had 
waited so longed for him to come live in France that 
they had forgotten how to speak English.  He moved 
to Paris and spent the rest of his life, apparently har-
moniously with Natalie. 
 
 He died on May 6, 1884 and was buried in 
Peer Lachaise cemetery in the St. Martin de Bousi-
gnac tomb.  For many years, he was listed as Philip 
Benjamin (this could have been to disguise his true 
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Mouth of the Sarasota Bay.  This is the body of water 
they crossed to open sea in a 16 foot yawl. 

religion as the cemetery was Catholic).  In 
1938, the Paris Chapter of the United Daughters 
of the Confederacy placed a plaque denoting his 
true identity. 
 There have been so many false stories 
told of this man that it is hard to determine what 
is true and what is not.  In researching the arti-
cles, I came upon a piece written, by a school-
mate from Yale to the New York Times the day 
after he passed that stated Judah P Benjamin did 
not spent time studying and flitted around, but 
was at the head of his class.  He also stated that 
they all knew was that he was from New Orle-
ans.  When he went to Yale, he was from 
Charleston, and he did not go to New Orleans 
after he left Yale.  
 The people who conspired to spirit Ben-
jamin out of the country were mostly from the 
Cow Cavalry which provided most of the beef 
for the Confederacy.  Benjamin and only one 
other member of the cabinet were able to elude 
capture after the war. 

Judah P. Benjamin’s grave in the French Ceme-
tery.  A Magnolia leaf wreath was placed by a 
member of the Judah P. Benjamin UDC Chap-
ter in Ellenton, FL on her visit to the cemetery. 
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Adjutant Byron Brady (left) 
and Lt. Commander Gary Hall 
of the Capt. James I. Waddell 
Chapter No. 32, Raleigh, NC, 
are shown with their chapter’s 
2nd National Confederate Flag 
at Liverpool’s Albert Dock.  
Their flag is a replica of the 
flag flown by the CSS Shenan-
doah.  

Shown is the European Con-
federate Medal of Honor 
presented to Capt. James I. 
Waddell, CSN, posthumous-
ly during a ceremony held 
November 3rd at historic 
Hindley Hall in Wigan, Eng-
land. 

150th Anniversary of the  Return of  

the CSS Shenandoah 

 LIVERPOOL, GB - Four MOS&B members from North Carolina, 
Georgia and Scotland participated in the Last Flag Down commemoration 
of the 150th Anniversary of the return to Liverpool of the CSS Shenandoah.  
The CSS Shenandoah, commanded by Capt. James I. Waddell from Pittsbo-
ro, NC, was the only Confederate ship to circumnavigate the globe during 
the War for Southern Independence.   

 While raiding and destroying the US Whaling fleet off the coast of 
Alaska in the spring of 1865, Capt. Waddell learned from a passing British 
ship that the War had ended.  He returned his ship and crew to Liverpool, its 
point of origin, sailed up the River Mersey, and surrendered to British naval 
authorities.  The Last Flag Down was the official US and European com-
memoration of this event that took place on November 5, 1865.  The Last 
Flag Down, held November 3-7, 2015 in Liverpool, included 5 days of 
events and commemorations. 

 The Capt. James I. Waddell Chapter No. 32, Raleigh, NC, were rep-
resented by Lt. Commander Gary Hall and Adjutant Byron Brady.  Stuart 
Morris of Scotland, a member of the National At-Large Chapter, participat-
ed along with Joe Jordan, a member of the Gen. John B. Gordon Chapter 
No. 88, Atlanta, GA. 

Stuart Morris of Scotland is 
shown commemorating the men 
of the CSS Shenandoah during 
the Memorial Service held at the 
Eldonian Village Hall in Liver-
pool. 

A memorial plaque dedicated to the 
men of the CSS Shenandoah was dedi-
cated at the Alabama House in Liver-
pool.  United States and European 
SCV and MOSB members funded the 
plaque.  The Alabama House was the 
Liverpool headquarters of Capt. James 
Dunwoody Bulloch, the Confederate 
States chief foreign agent in Great 
Britain.  He was responsible for the 
procurement of ships for the Confeder-
ate States Navy. 
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The Liverpool Welsh Choral is shown per-
forming at the Memorial Service held at the 
Eldonian Village Hall in Liverpool.  

Surgeon of the Month:  
William Hinson Cole 

Surgeon, 8th GA, CSA 

Compiled by Peter J. D’Onofrio, Ph.D. 

President, Society of Civil War Surgeons, Inc. 

www.socwsurgeons.org 

 "William Hinson Cole (January 11, 1837 – July 8, 1886) 
was an American politician and Congressman from 
Maryland 
 Born in Baltimore, Maryland, Cole attended private 
school and studied medicine and law. He was admitted to the bar 
and commenced practice in Baltimore in 1857. He later moved 
to Kansas City, Kansas, to practice law, and also served as a 
member of the Kansas Territorial House of Representatives. He 
graduated from the University of Louisiana (present day Tulane 
University) in 1860. 
 During the American Civil War, Cole enlisted in the 
Confederate States Army as a surgeon of Francis S. Bartow's 
Eighth Georgia Regiment. He served in the Battle of Gettys-
burg, then took charge of the wounded in General James Long-
street's corps. He was captured and held as prisoner at Fort 
McHenry in Baltimore for six months, until he was returned 
South and acted as surgeon on the staff of Gen. Bradley Johnson 
of Maryland until the close of the war. 
 After the war, Cole was appointed deputy register of Bal-
timore in 1870, but resigned when he was elected chief clerk of 
the first branch of the Baltimore City council. He served as a 
reading clerk of the Maryland House of Delegates from 1874 to 
1878, and later became a reporter on the Baltimore Evening 
Commercial, and later its proprietor. He connected with the 
Baltimore Gazette, and afterward with its successor, The 
Baltimore Day, continuing with the press until 1885. It was at 
this point he was elected as a Democrat to the Forty-ninth Con-
gress, and served from March 4, 1885 until his death in Wash-
ington, D.C.. He is interred in Bonnie Brae Cemetery of Balti-
more." 

Pictured above is William Hinson Cole 
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The Ashbys of Virginia:  

Southern Patriots 
By Scott D. Barker 

 The War Between the States galvanized 
southern families and communities in the protection 
and defense of their culture, homes, and institutions: 
the Ashby family of Virginia was one such family. A 
well established and respected family in southern so-
ciety, the Ashby’s can trace their family history in 
America to the seventeenth century. Their ancestry 
was essentially English, and their heritage evolved 
from their Anglican religious beliefs and their agrari-
an planter lifestyle. It was because of the family’s 
success in business endeavors that they were able to 
achieve personal success in areas that proved benefi-
cial to themselves and to their communities. Indeed, 
financial security afforded them opportunities that 
were later to prove valuable to the defense of their 
beloved Virginia, and thus in their service to the 
Confederacy. Moreover, the family proved to be well 
endowed with a hardy stock of men, who were filled 
with fighting mettle, and were well adapted to sol-

diery. It was not just that they were robust, but that 
they possessed skills that were very much in de-
mand. These skills included backgrounds in medi-
cine, military training, and agriculture, including 
breeding equestrian stock: all needed attributes to 
the Confederacy. 
 The patriarch of the Ashby military tradition 
was Captain Robert Ashby, a veteran of the Revolu-
tion, who had served under George Washington, 
and was the father of Colonel John Turner Ashby, 
who had served in the War of 1812. His son, Turner 
Ashby, was to become the most prominent among 
the Ashby men to serve in the War Between the 
States. Turner Ashby was known throughout Vir-
ginia’s Shenandoah Valley for his cavalier demean-
or and superior horsemanship. A brother, Richard, 
attended the Virginia Military Institute, Class of 
1851, and another brother, James, was a successful 
planter. 
 The advent of war found Turner Ashby in 
the role of a captain of a voluntary cavalry compa-
ny. His derring-do exploits in defense of the Shen-
andoah Valley, and in leading a quasi-military force 
to Harpers Ferry and capturing essential armaments 
making equipment, soon saw him mustered into 
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Confederate service in the 7th Regiment, Virginia 
Cavalry, and raised to the rank of lieutenant colonel. 
By the spring of 1862, Turner Ashby had risen to 
colonel, and served as Lieutenant General Thomas J. 
“Stonewall” Jackson’s cavalry commander in the Ar-
my of the Valley, where he earned the sobriquet 
“Knight of the Valley.” Appointed to brigadier gen-
eral by President Jefferson F. Davis, Turner Ashby 
fell in battle on June 6,1862, near Harrisonburg, Vir-
ginia, before the Confederate Senate could act on his 
appointment. Confederate Memorial Day is com-
memorated on the day of his death in that part of Vir-
ginia.(1) 
 Colonel Turner Ashby’s younger brother, 
Captain Richard Ashby, Company B, 7th Regiment, 
Virginia Cavalry, was killed in a skirmish on July 3, 
1861, near Romney, Virginia. Richard and Turner are 
buried in the same grave, under a granite monument 
with the inscription “The Brothers Ashby,” in Stone-
wall Confederate Cemetery, Winchester, Virginia. 
The plot adjacent to the Ashby brothers is the final 
resting place of Colonel George Smith Patton, who 
was mortally wounded at the 3rd Battle of Winches-
ter, and was the paternal grandfather of General 
George S. Patton, Jr., of the famed U. S. Army gen-
eral of the Second World War.(2)  
 Colonel Henry Marshall Ashby, a grandson 
of Captain Robert Ashby, found himself in Tennes-
see on business when hostilities commenced. It was 
there that he joined the Confederate cause, and was 
subsequently elected Colonel of the 2nd Tennessee 
Cavalry. Colonel Ashby served as an acting brigadier 
general from June 1864, and commanded a division 
in April 1865, under Lieutenant General Joseph E. 
Johnston at the Battle of Bentonville, North Carolina. 
Colonel Ashby’s commission for promotion to briga-
dier general was not delivered, as he was never ap-
pointed, nor confirmed by the Confederate Senate. 
Tragically, Colonel Ashby was a belated casualty of 
the war, when he was essentially murdered by a for-
mer union officer. The circumstances of his death, on 
July 10, 1868, in Knoxville, Tennessee, an eastern 
Tennessee unionist city, were in dispute as to who 
was the aggressor in a physical altercation. The for-
mer union officer, Major E. C. Camp, accused Colo-
nel Ashby of cruelly mistreating union prisoners, 
who had been captured by Confederate forces in 
1862. Pro-unionist forces in the city ensured that 
Camp was never prosecuted for the murder.(3)   
 John Washington Ashby, M. D., the brother 
of Colonel Henry Marshall Ashby, earned his medi-
cal degree from the University of Pennsylvania in the 
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Class of 1850. On April 30, 1861, Dr. Ashby enlisted 
as a private in Company C, 7th Regiment, Virginia 
Infantry. He was later, on September 17, 1861, dis-
charged for promotion. Subsequently, on October 11, 
1861, he was commissioned and promoted to full as-
sistant surgeon. The following spring, on April 2, 
1862, he was promoted to full surgeon, the equivalent 
to the rank of major, and served until war’s end in the 
56th Regiment, Virginia Infantry. Having survived 
the tragedy and violence of war, he fell mortally ill of 
fever in September 1867, while in Louisiana.(4) 
 Captain Robert Stuart Ashby, another grand-
son of family patriarch Captain Robert Ashby, was 
yet another officer in the 7th Regiment, Virginia Cav-
alry, and served as the assistant quartermaster. He 
entered Confederate service at the relatively old age 
of 52, and survived the war by a dozen years, having 
died on June 2, 1877, in Alexandria, Virginia. 
 While the principal members of the Ashby 
family served the Confederacy in professional and 
leadership roles, there were others who served im-
portant roles in the fighting force of the Confederate 
military. These brave Confederate soldiers were in-
fantrymen, cavalrymen, artillerymen, and partisan 
rangers. They were the essence of southern manhood, 
who demonstrated the commitment and the resolve of 
a united Confederate population in the cause of 
Southern independence. These men, to be sure, were 
representative of the Ashby men. Included among 
them were heroes, such as Private John R. Ashby, 
23rd Battalion, Mosby’s Virginia Cavalry, Company 
E (Partisan Rangers), who engaged in partisan de-
fense by disrupting the activities of the invaders in 
occupied Virginia. The success of these rangers con-
founded federal forces, and resulted in the establish-
ment of a special military unit to capture the leader of 
the unit, Colonel John Singleton Mosby.(5) 
 The infantry was the principal fighting force 
of the army, and several Ashby men served it well. 
Infantrymen such as Private James Greene Ashby, 
Company A, 39th Regiment, Virginia Infantry, an 
older brother of Colonel Turner Ashby, joined Con-
federate service in June 1861, and served until his 
early death, on February 2, 1862, at Fredericksburg, 
Virginia. His cousin, Vernon Wilbur Ashby,  the son 
of Captain Robert Stuart Ashby, enlisted in Company 
H, 17th Regiment, Virginia Infantry on April 17th, 
1861, and served the South in that capacity until Sep-
tember 15, 1863, when he he mustered out, and trans-
ferred to Company A, 7th Regiment, Virginia Caval-
ry. Of course, many of the Ashby men were members 

of the 7th Regiment, Virginia Cavalry; nonethe-
less, some, including Sergeant Bertrand S. Ashby, 
and Private Nimrod Thomson Ashby, Jr., served 
in the 6th Regiment, Virginia Cavalry, Company 
H. 
 The consequences of resisting northern 
aggression were severe. Four years of unrelenting 
war had wreaked a level of destruction on Virgin-
ia’s cities, towns, and the countryside on a scale 
that would have been unimaginable at the onset of 
hostilities. Moreover, as a final insult, the north-
western part of the commonwealth was rended 
from the state. The Shenandoah Valley, the state’s 
lush and fertile heartland, and the homeland of the 
Ashbys, was utterly destroyed. Thousands of 
homes had been burned, along with many more 
thousands of barns and other farm buildings. Live-
stock and food had been seized, or simply de-
stroyed by marauding federal troops. The destruc-
tion was well organized without regard by federal 
officers to morality or law, they reasoned that any 
action taken by them was justified to suppress the 
the supposed rebellion.(6) The burning of VMI , 
on June 12, 1864, after a successful raid by Major 
General David Hunter, prompted the instute’s sur-
geon to prepare and inventory estimating the 
amount of hospital supplies that had been stolen  
by Hunter’s medical director. The terminology 
that he applied to the perpetrators of the crime 
could have applied to all areas throughout the oc-
cupied  Confederacy, “Yankee thieves and incen-
diaries.” (7) Major General Phillip Sheridan re-
placed Hunter, on July 7, 1864, and General Ulys-
ses S. Grant expected greater results from Sheri-
dan, his orders to Sheridan: 
 
In pushing up the Shenandoah Valley . . . it is de-
sirable that nothing should be left to invite the en-
emy to return. Take all provisions, forage, and 
stock wanted for the use of your command; such 
as cannot be consumed, destroy. If the war is to 
last another year, we want the Shenandoah Valley 
to remain a barren waste.(8)  
  
 Of the 155,000 Virginians, who had joined 
in the defense of their homes and institutions, and 
the cause of southern independence, countless 
thousands were casualties. Having endured every 
manner of cruelty and criminal behavior at the 
hands of their foe, and having exhausted all avail-
able resources for further resistance to the in-
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vaders, surrender was the only remaining option. 
Thus, the cause of the southern Confederacy was 
lost, and the stage was set for Reconstruction’s open-
ing act. 
  
Footnotes:  
 
1, P. C. Anderson. “Turner Ashby (1828-1862).” En-
cyclopedia Virginia. Retrieved from 
(http//:www.encyclopediavirginia.org/
Ashby_Turner_1828-1862, accessed on October 6, 
2015. 
2. Jennings C. Wise. The History of the Virginia Mil-
itary Institute from 1839 to 1865. Lynchburg, Vir-
ginia. J. P. Bell Company, Inc. 1915. 
3. Geni. Colonel Henry Marshall Ashby, CSA. 
(http://www.geni.com, accessed on October 10, 
2015. 
4. Ashby, John Washington.”In S. Bassett French 
Biographical Sketches, sheet 231. Library of Virgin-
ia (Accessed on October 7, 2015). 
5. Walter Brian Cisco. War Crimes against Southern 
Civilians. Pelican Publishing Company, Inc., Gretna, 
Louisiana. 2007. 25 
6. Ibid., 121. 
7. Preston Library, Virginia Military Institute, Ar-
chives,“General David Hunter and the Burning of 
VMI, June 12, 1864,” (http://www.vmi.edu). 

8. See note 6 above. 
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REMINDER MOS&B SCHOLARSHIP 
MARCH 1 DEADLINE APPROACHING! 

 
 As you know, The Military Order of Stars 
and Bars has established a college scholarship pro-
gram for genealogically proven: (1) descendants of 
Confederate Officers; (2) descendants of the Con-
federate Executive or Legislative branches of gov-
ernment; and (3) descendants of members of the 
Confederate States’ legislatures, judiciary, and ex-
ecutive branches of government. 
  We encourage all Chapters and Societies to 
solicit applications of worthy individuals for these 
scholarships. There are certainly many possible 
candidates among our active membership, active 
membership’s children, grandchildren and friends. 
 The MOS&B Scholarship Program annually 
awards the merit based scholarships to worthy indi-
viduals who meet eligibility requirements and have 
been judged on information submitted by the appli-
cant. 
  The General Executive Council has deter-
mined that each Department scholarship awarded 
will be in the amount of one thousand dollars 
($1,000). The number of scholarships awarded each 
year will be determined by the GEC. 
 Please carefully read all the necessary infor-
mation on the MOS&B national website. 
http://www.militaryorderofthestarsandbars.org/. 
Five copies of the requested material should be 
packaged together and mailed to: 
 
MOS&B Scholarship Committee 
c/o Gary M. Loudermilk 
2801 14th Street 
Brownwood TX 76801 
 
Applications must be postmarked no later than 
March 1st to be eligible.  
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