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 Destined to become a Baptist minister, Confederate Chaplain, and President of 
Baylor University, Rufus Columbus Burleson was born on August 7, 1823 near Decatur, 
Alabama, one of thirteen children of Johnathan Burleson and Elizabeth Byrd.  Planning 
to become a lawyer, he embarked on a formal education at Summerville Academy in 
1837.   
 Following his religious conversion at a Baptist revival in 1839, Burleson felt the 
Lord was calling him to preach.  To prepare for the ministry, he entered Nashville Uni-
versity in 1840.  However, illness soon forced him to withdraw.  While convalescing at 
home he studied Greek, Hebrew, and Bible history.  Ordained in 1845, Burleson briefly 
pastored three churches before graduating from Western Baptist Theological Seminary in Covington, Kentucky in 
1846.   
 The Southern Baptist Domestic Mission Board appointed Burleson for mission work in Texas.  He became 
pastor of the First Baptist Church in Houston in 1848.  In 1851, a successful and popular pastor, he was named as the 
second president of Baylor University located in Independence, Texas.  
 In early 1853, Burleson married Georgia Jenkins, a twenty year old beauty born in Georgia.  She gave birth 
to six children.  Only one is known to have survived to adulthood. 
 In a highly publicized event in November 1854, Burleson baptized his friend, Sam Houston.  Legend says 
that after Burleson raised Houston from the water, he declared to the General, “Your sins are washed away.”   Sam 
reportedly replied “God save the fishes.” 
 Under Burleson’s leadership Baylor University grew in prominence.  Although Burleson successfully built 
the university’s student body, fund raising was always a challenge.  From the beginning of his term he frequently 
collided with Horace Clark, the principal of Baylor’s Female Department.  This continuing disagreement led to Bur-
leson’s departure in 1861, along with his male department faculty, to Waco University in Waco, Texas. 
In the spring of 1862, Burleson’s love of country and hatred of tyranny led him to resign from Baylor and to enlist as 
a private in the Confederate Army at the age of 40.  Mustered into Co. B of Speight’s Battalion on March 26, 1862, 
Burleson and the other new soldiers traveled 125 miles to Galveston with Captain M. D. Herring.  This company 
soon became part of the 15th Texas Infantry Regiment.  On April 16th, General P. O. Hebert appointed Burleson as 
Chaplain of the regiment. 
 From the very first of the war, there were ministers in the field with Confederate troops.  Pastors of churches 
near army camps served the soldiers as best as they could.  However, soon it was obvious that a more permanent sup-
ply of ministers was needed.  The Confederate Congress on May 3, 1861 authorized President Jefferson Davis to ap-
point as many chaplains as he deemed necessary.  Pay was set at $50 per month to include all expenses incurred and 
the rank of private.  In April 1862, the Congress raised chaplain pay to $80.  Later in the summer chaplains were au-
thorized to draw the same rations as privates. 
 Word of the raise must have been slow reaching Texas, as Burleson was paid $50 for several months. Late in 
the summer of 1862, he requested his back pay and received it.  

— Continued on Page 5 —  
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Commander General’s Message 
 

 We are now in the twilight of the Sesquicentennial Celebration. This year marks 
the fifth and final year of that event. It has been a time to renew our faith and once again 
uphold the honor of our ancestors and our Southern heritage. It has been a worthwhile 
celebration for all of us. 

 The actual cessation of hostilities took place at various sites in 1865. Both Gener-
als Robert E. Lee and Joe Johnston surrendered their forces in April. Generals Kirby 
Smith and Richard Taylor surrendered their forces in May. The final Confederate general 
to surrender in the field was Standhope Watie (a.k.a. Degataga) of the Cherokee nation. 
His surrender took place in the Indian Territory in June. 

 The final battle of the WBTS was a well deserved victory by Col. John Salmon Ford of the 2nd Texas Confed-
erate Cavalry. The battle took place on May 12-13, 1865 at Palmito Ranch in Texas. The Union forces were com-
manded by Col. Theodore H. Bartlett of the 2nd Texas United States Cavalry. Bartlett’s forces outnumbered the Con-
federates by nearly 2:1 but he was still solidly defeated. Many historians believe that Bartlett planned the attack 
only because he had yet to see combat, wanted a chance for glory, and saw an opportunity to defeat a much smaller 
force. 

 The Battle of Palmito Ranch also resulted in the death of the last soldier killed during the WBTS. Most his-
torians believe that Union Private John J. Williams of the 34th Indiana has that sorry distinction. We can only grieve 
for Private Williams and the other 600,000–700,000 individuals who died during the war. Our hearts go out to all of 
them and their families. 

 Many of our members have been actively involved in the Sesquicentennial Celebration. I have seen so many 
wonderful photographs from our members of events during the Sesquicentennial period. It is true that interest in the 
war is waning but that makes our job as protectors of our heritage even more important. Our heritage will remain 
important as long as we think it’s important, love it, and are willing to fight for it. I’m grateful to those who continue 
to defend our heritage and remember the brave individuals who fought for our cause. God bless them all.  

Deo Vindice.   

 

 Wm. Howard Jones  
Commander General 

(Left to Right): 
Col. John Salmon 
Ford of the Texas 
2nd Confederate 
Cavalry, Brig. 
Gen. Stand Watie, 
1st Indian Brigade, 
and Pvt. John J. 
Williams, 34th 
Indiana Reg. - The 
last Man to Die in 
Combat in the 
WBTS 
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Fort Morgan Donation 
 Ann Myers, wife of BG Liddell Chapter 271 Adjutant 
David Myers was performing her volunteer duties at the local 
Thrift Store when she notice a very old front page of a news-
paper, framed and sitting in a pile of newly donated items.  
Ann purchased it and took it home to David. 
 The piece is a FRANK LESLIE'S ILLUSTRATED 
(New York) NEWSPAPER dated November 5, 1864 and titled 
"The Lighthouse at Fort Morgan, Mobile Harbor, after the sur-
render". An appraiser of antiquities has verified it to be genu-
ine. 
 The find has been donated to Fort Morgan in the name 
of the BG St. John Richardson Liddell Chapter 271, Baldwin 
County, Alabama. 

L-R Adjutant Myers, Mike Bailey, Director of Fort Mor-
gan and John Garner, Fort Morgan Living History Coordi-
nator.  

H. L. Hunley Awards Presentation 
On 6 May 2015, AOT Commander Bert D. Blackmon, III DC a member of and PC of the BG 
Liddell Chapter 271 presented the H.L. Hunley Award to a deserving Cadet in the Baldwin 
County High School Air Force ROTC. 

Robert Gene Davidson (1932 - 2015) 
It is with deep regret that the Military Order of the Stars and Bars inform you of the passing of 
Robert Gene Davidson, Honorary Commander General.   As stated in his obituary,  which read: 

 Services for Bobby Gene Davidson, 83, of Tyler, will be held on Wednesday, June 10, 
2015, at 2:30 PM at Stewart Family Funeral Home with Rev. Don Majors officiating. Visitation 
will be one hour prior to the service, from 1:30 to 2:30 PM at the Funeral Home under the di-
rection of Stewart Family Funeral Home. 
  
 Mr. Davidson passed away Sunday, June 7, 2015 in Tyler. 
 
 He was born February 5, 1932 in Argyle to Joseph Elmer and Myrtie Mae Brockett 
Davidson. 
 
 Bobby joined the Coast Guard at the age of 14, the US Air Force at 17 and the US Ma-
rines when he turned 18. He attended North Texas University and worked for the Atomic Ener-
gy Commission Idaho Testing Laboratory and was engaged in construction and architecture in 
Dallas, Idaho, Alaska and Hawaii. Since moving from Carrollton to Tyler in 1998 with his wife, 
Lois, Bob had become active in the Heritage Community. On the service of great-grandfathers 
from Connecticut, Virginia, South Carolina, Tennessee and Missouri, he holds membership in 
various organizations including, the Society of Descendants of Founders of New Haven Colony
-1639, Connecticut. Bob was the originator of the Annual Tyler Camp Ford Living History. He 
also served on the Boards of Directors of the Smith County Historical Society, Camp Ford His-
torical Association and the Oakwood Cemetery Committee.  Bob was an Honorary Commander 
General of the Military Order of the Stars & Bars.   
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- Sesquicentennial Article # 52 — From Page 1 -  

 A chaplain’s responsibilities included conducting 
prayer meetings every morning and evening, preaching 
on Sunday or whenever possible, and ministering to the 
soldiers’ spiritual needs.  They also visited the ill and 
wounded, wrote letters home for them, and distributed 
pamphlets and the new Confederate Bibles produced with 
printing plates smuggled in from the North. 
Many of Burleson’s military records for the fall of 1862 
and early 1863 include the notation “absent with leave.”  
This may indicate that he often suffered from one of the 
many illnesses so prevalent in the Southern military 
camps. 
 Back in Waco, the faculty at Waco University 
was in disarray due to illness and enlistments.  On April 
25, 1863, the fourteen board members of Waco Universi-
ty wrote to Brigadier General William Steele, command-
er of the Department of Indian Territory, requesting ap-
proval of Burleson’s resignation from military service.  
They suggested that Burleson’s role as a chaplain could 
be easily filled.  However he was desperately needed at 
the University.  Burleson was released from army ser-
vice.   
 Burleson successfully lobbied for his close 
friend, Henry Renfro, to replace him as chaplain of the 
15th Texas Infantry Regiment.  Renfro, a great admirer of 
Burleson since his college days, had in 1860, named his 
first son Burleson.  Returning to Texas after the war, 
Renfro became a farmer and land trader.  In 1881 the 
Missouri, Kansas, and Texas Railroad purchased Ren-
fro’s land located south of Fort Worth.  As part of the 
agreement, Renfro was allowed to name the new railroad 
depot.  He called it Burleson.  
 With Burleson’s return to Waco University, the 
university flourished.  In 1865, it became coeducational 
and by 1868 was receiving support from the Baptist Gen-
eral Association of Texas.  To apply to the university, 
boys had to be at least 15 and girls 14.   Before an appli-
cation was accepted, young men had to show proficiency 
in orthography, the art of writing words with proper let-
ters according to standard usage.  They were also tested 
for reading, composition, English, Latin, Greek, higher 
arithmetic, elementary algebra and ancient and modern 
geography.  Young ladies had only to pass an American 
history exam.  More than half of new students enrolled in 
remedial courses offered in a preparatory department.  To 
actually enter the University, testimonies of good moral 
character were required to be sent to Burleson personally.    
 Baylor, still located in Independence, was experi-
encing financial difficulties.  In 1886, the university 
merged with Waco University.  The new institution was 
named Baylor University with Rufus Burleson serving as 
President.  During his almost half a century career as 
leader of the university located in Waco, Texas, Burleson 
instructed more than 8,000 students.  Baylor University 
offered degrees from its popular Lone Star School of Or-

atory, a Commercial College for business students and a 
Department of Bible Teaching.  
 Unfortunately his career was not without con-
troversy.  In 1894, a local newspaper editor accused 
Burleson of being guilty of complacency regarding what 
was first described as a sexual assault occurring in Bur-
leson’s boarding house.  Although both Burleson and 
the accused perpetrator were cleared, the taint still lin-
gered.  Eventually old age and “modern ways of doing 
things” caught up with him.  Under pressure from the 
board of trustees, Burleson resigned in 1897 and was 
named President Emeritus.  He would always believe 
that this demotion was a direct result of the scandal. 
 Throughout his life Burleson made important 
contributions to education.  He was engaged by the Pea-
body Education Fund to promote public education.  He 
advocated improved teaching in public schools, holding 
teachers’ institutes across Texas, and the establishment 
of a state teacher-training school.  Burleson was also 
instrumental in the establishment of Bishop College.  
This college for blacks was originally established in 
Marshall and later moved to Dallas.  
 He often conducted revivals across the state and 
frequently served as a guest preacher for many Baptist 
churches.  Burleson was elected president of the Baptist 
General Convention of Texas in 1892. 
 Rufus C. Burleson passed away in Waco on 
May 14, 1901 at the age of seventy seven.  He was bur-
ied in Oakwood Cemetery.  His grave is adorned by 
both a Texas State Historical Marker and a Confederate 
tribute to his service as a chaplain. 
 
Pam Wilhoite, a retired CPA, is immediate past president of 
Parsons’ Rose #9 in Waxahachie and coordinated the Daily 
Light’s “Spotlight on History” project.  She is the recipient of 
the Varina Howell Davis Award from the Military Order of 
the Stars and Bars, the Lucy Pickens Award given by the Tex-
as Division, Sons of Confederate Veterans and the Jefferson 
Davis Historical Gold Medal from the United Daughters of 
the Confederacy.  



Officer’s Call - June 2015 Page 6 

History of Vicksburg’s  
Confederate Cemetery  

by Karen Kay Esberger  

 Vicksburg Confederate Cemetery is, technically, 
part of Vicksburg’s Cedar Hill Cemetery.  Part of Cedar 
Hill was set aside for burial of Confederate soldiers who 
died of sickness or wounds. 
 On the other hand, Vicksburg National Cemetery 
was established by an act of Congress in 1866. Of the 
approximate 17,000 Union veterans buried there, only 
5,000 are known. There are no Confederate burials here.  
The importance of control of the Mississippi River was 
understood early in the war. The Mississippi River was 
extremely important during the War Between the States.  
There were political, economic, and military factors at 
stake. Whichever side controlled the river would have a 
great advantage in transporting items of commerce 
among states and all the way to the Gulf of Mexico for 
shipping.   
 The U. S. wanted control in order to cut the Con-
federacy in half by isolating Arkansas, Louisiana, and 
Texas from the other states.  Federals wanted to restrict 
Confederate water traffic on rivers as well as along the 
coast. 
 The Confederacy wanted possession of the river 
for similar reasons---to cut communication lines of the 
federals up and down the river.  Firearms from Europe 
reached the Confederacy by being shipped to Mexico and 
carried into Texas for distribution to the other states. Los-
ing control of the Mississippi River would prevent the 
movement of arms and other necessities, such as beef 
from Texas. Medicines were also brought in by that 
route. 
 As other important Mississippi River cities fell, 
such as Memphis and New Orleans, Vicksburg took on 
an even more important role, tying the western part of the 
Confederacy to the eastern part. For this reason, there 
was a Confederate military presence early in the war. 
From the Gulf of Mexico to St. Louis, Missouri, posses-
sion of the river would be contested. 

Cedar Hill Cemetery is one of the oldest and largest 
cemeteries in the United States that is still in use today. 
A section in the Cedar Hill (Vicksburg City) Cemetery 
was set aside to provide a fitting burial place for Con-
federate soldiers.  Known as "Soldier's Rest," this plot is 
the final resting place for an estimated 5,000 Confeder-
ate soldiers. 
 Also found in “Soldier’s Rest” is a monument 
to Douglas the camel.  “Old Douglas” was a dromedary, 
domesticated camel used by Company A of the Forty-
third Mississippi Infantry. Douglas was originally part 
of an 1856 U.S. War Department program called the 
Texas Camel Experiment, which aimed to experiment 
with camels as a possible alternative to horses and 
mules, which were dying of dehydration in vast num-
bers. Then-Secretary of State Jefferson Davis was a 
strong proponent of the program and used his political 
influence to make the experiment happen. Although the 
details are unknown, Douglas somehow made his way 
to Mississippi. Besides being a mascot, Douglas was 
assigned to the regimental band, carrying instruments 
and knapsacks. Despite not being tied up, he never wan-
dered far from the men. The Infantry’s horses feared 
him. 
               Old Douglas’s first active service was with 
General Sterling Price in the Iuka campaign. He also 
participated in the 1862 Battle of Corinth. He remained 
with the regiment until the Siege of Vicksburg, where 
he was killed by Union sharpshooters. Enraged at his 
murder, six of the best Confederate snipers were desig-
nated to shoot the culprit.  According to legend, after 
Douglas was shot, his remains were carved up and eat-
en, (due to the siege) with some of his bones made into 
souvenirs by Yankees.   
 Records of Confederate burials in Vicksburg are 
incomplete, but several partial lists are available.   In 
1862 soldiers were buried in Potters field, the Masonic 
lot, and Vicksburg Southern lots. One body was sent 
home to Arkansas.  Burials began in the "new grave-
yard" in the spring of 1862. The actual location of these 
graves is no longer known. A log book, housed in the 
Old Court House Museum, contains about 1600 names, 
far short of the 5000 Confederate patriots who died in 
the siege. 
               In 1866, a group of local ladies formed the 
Vicksburg Confederate Cemetery Association/
Confederate Memorial Association. They obtained the 
land, contracted to gather the Confederate dead from 
fields, forts, rifle pits, and trenches and lay them to rest 
in the area now called Soldiers' Rest. During this time, 
the story is told of a Yankee officer, Col. Parker, who, 
while collecting the bodies of Yankee dead, marked, 
numbered, and made a record of 3000 Confederate dead. 
This log has been lost to time. 
               In 1892, the ladies began a project to raise 
money to erect a monument in Soldiers' Rest to perpetu-
ate the memory of the heroic dead.  In 1893, the statue 
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was unveiled with much ceremony. Following a lunch-
eon in the rotunda of the Vicksburg Hotel, a procession 
marched from the Louisiana monument downtown to the 
cemetery. General Stephen Dill Lee spoke for an hour 
and a half, paying a splendid tribute to the defenders of 
Vicksburg. 
             In the summer of 1998, the United Daughters of 
the Confederacy and the Sons of Confederate Veterans 
set 77 stones. These stones were based on a list of 77 
names that were found behind a desk drawer in the Mu-
seum.  Throughout Cedar Hill are stones in private lots 
that were set as Confederate veterans died after the war. 
Many of these graves had UDC Iron Crosses placed on 
the graves.  
             General S. D. Lee said in his address on the un-
veiling of the monument at Soldier's Rest, “It is a duty to 
preserve the record and honor of such sacrifice, such pri-
vations, such patriotism, such endurance of hardship.  
This is why we raise monuments to our honored dead.  
While we live, nothing is needed to keep alive the memo-
ries of our comrades who fell on the field of battle, but 
we wish to make our lost cause consecrated forever to the 
hearts of our descendants.  We wish to hand down to our 
posterity a feeling of reverence for their heroic forefa-
thers, who risked their lives and lost fortunes for their 
country.  Defeat and poverty cannot check homage to 
their memory.”  
 
Karen Kay Esberger, Ph.D., R.N., is a retired nurse who is 
now President of Daffan-Latimer 37, the Chapter of the United 
Daughters of the Confederacy in Ellis County, Texas.  
 

Fall of the Alamo, and  

Massacre of Travis 

and His Brave Associates 
by Francisco Antonio Ruiz 

Translated by J. A. Quintero 

 On the 6th of March at 3 a.m. General Santa An-
na at the head of 4000 men, advanced against the Alamo. 
The infantry, artillery and cavalry had formed about 1000 
varas from the walls of said fortress.  

 The Mexican army charged and were twice re-
pulsed by the deadly fire of Travis' artillery, which re-
sembled a constant thunder. At the third charge the Tolu-
ca battalion commenced to scale the walls and suffered 
severely. Out of 800 men, only 130 were left alive. 

 When the Mexican army had succeeded in enter-
ing the walls, I with Political Chief (Jefe Politico) Don 
Ramon Musquiz, and other members of the corporation, 

accompanied the curate Don Refugio de la Garza, who, 
by Santa Anna's orders had assembled during the night, 
at a temporary fortification erected in Potrero Street, 
with the object of attending the wounded.  

 As soon as the storming commenced, we 
crossed the bridge on Commerce Street with this object 
in view, and about 100 yards from the same a party of 
Mexican dragoons fired upon us and compelled us to 
fall back on the river to the place occupied before.  

 Half an hour had elapsed when Santa Anna sent 
one of his aides with an order for us to come before him. 
He directed me to call upon some of the neighbors to 
come with carts to carry the dead to the cemetery, and 
also to accompany him, as he was desirous to have 
Colonels Travis, Bowie and Crockett shown to him. 

 On the north battery of the fortress lay the life-
less body of Colonel Travis on the gun carriage shot 
only in the forehead.  

 Toward the west in a small fort opposite the city 
we found the body of Colonel Crockett.  

 Colonel Bowie was found dead in his bed in one 
of the rooms of the south side. 

 Santa Anna, after the Mexicans were taken out, 
ordered wood to be brought to burn the bodies of the 
Texans. He sent a company of dragoons with me to 
bring wood and dry branches from the neighboring for-
ests. About 3 o'clock in the afternoon of the next day 
they commenced laying wood and dry branches upon 
which a file of dead bodies were placed, more wood was 
piled on them and another file brought, and in this man-
ner all were arranged in layers. Kindling wood was dis-
tributed through the pile and at 8 o'clock it was lighted. 

 The dead Mexicans of Santa Anna's army were 
taken to the graveyard, but not having sufficient room 
for them, I ordered some of them to be thrown in the 
river, which was done on the same day. Santa Anna's 
loss estimated at 1600 men. These were the flower of his 
army. The gallantry of the few Texans who defended the 
Alamo were really wondered at by the Mexican army. 
Even the generals were astonished at their vigorous re-
sistance, and how dearly the victory had been bought. 

 The generals who, under Santa Anna, participat-
ed in the storming of the Alamo were Juan Amador, 
Castrillion Ramirez and Asesma Andrade. The men 
burned numbered 182. I was an eye witness, for as Al-
calde of San Antonio, I was with some of the neighbors 
collecting the dead bodies and placing them on the fu-
neral pyre. 

(Signed) Francisco Antonio Ruiz    
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CIVIL WAR HISTORY 

JAMES COUNTRY MERCANTILE 

111 N. Main Liberty, MO 64068 

816-781-9473   FAX 816-781-1470 

jamescntry@aol.com   www.jamescountry.com 

 

 Everything Needed For The Living Historian! 

Ladies - Gentlemen - Civilian - Military 
Uniforms – Ladies Clothing  - Accoutrements—Weapons - Accessories 

YOUR PATRONAGE IS APPRECIATED! 

http://www.jamescountry.com/�
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Yeatman Insurance  
Insurance and Financial Services  

Larry Yeatman, Agent 
    Serving Missouri and Kansas 

5606 NE Antioch Rd 
Gladstone, Missouri 64119 

1-800-467-1514  
lyeatman@farmersagent.com 

Offering: 
 

Auto, Home, Life, 
Mutual Funds*, Variable Universal Life*,  
Variable Annuities*, IRAs*,  & 401(k)s* 

  

*Securi es offered through Farmers Financial Solu ons, LLC 
 Member FINRA & SIPC 

Patrick  
Cleburne 
Prints For 

Sale 
A print such as this 
one is available for 
sale for $100.00 
each.  The print is 
drawn by Samuel J. 
Massey and the pro-
ceeds from the print 
sales go to fund the 
Arkansas Society 
Scholarship Fund. 

 

Please send your inquiries to purchase a copy of this 
print to  mosbcg@cox.net.  Your participation in this 

worthwhile project is greatly appreciated.

Request for Articles  
for the 

Upcoming 2015 
Officer’s Call Magazine 

 
 Please consider writing an article that can be 
included in future issues of the Officer’s Call.   Send 
your articles to the attention of our Editor General, 
Jeff Sizemore, whose email is swampedi-
tor@yahoo.com. 
 

Confederate Legacy 
Fund 

 The Legacy fund gives our members the oppor-
tunity to make a real difference. There is no better time 
than right now to make a statement for our values and our 
cause. The Confederate Legacy Fund is the vehicle that 
assures our relevance for generations to come. 

 We are extremely grateful to the members of The 
Confederate Legacy Legion of Merit. These men have 
chosen to support the Order by donating $1000 or more 
to the Legacy Fund. We are indebted to all of our donors 
for their vision and their generosity. 

 The Confederate Legacy Fund is an important 
part of our over-all financial plan. The contributions that 
are made by our members will remain intact for perpetui-
ty. Only the interest that is generated from the fund will 
be spent. Our expenditures are limited to scholarships and 
projects that will preserve and enhance our Southern Her-
itage. Currently these types of expenditures are paid for 
from our general fund. The income generated from the 
Legacy Fund will eventually pay for all of these types of 
expenditures. 

 MOS&B is a non-profit 501 (c) (3) corporation. 
As a result, all donations to the Legacy Fund are 100% 
tax deductible. In addition, many corporations will match 
the charitable donations made by its employees. Donating 
stocks is another excellent strategy for charitable dona-
tions. You can receive an income deduction for the full 
market value of a particular security. At the same time, 
you will avoid all capital gains tax on the transaction. 
There is no brokerage fee for this type of transaction. 

 Please consider MOS&B’s Legacy Fund in your 
financial planning. Those members who make a one-time 
donation of $1000 or more will receive the distinctive 
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Confederate Legacy Legion of Merit neck ribbon and drop. 
A member may also qualify for the same award by utilizing 
one of our deferred payment plans. 

 Your generosity is most appreciated. Membership 
in the Confederate Legacy Legion of Merit will assure that 
there is always adequate funding for scholarships and 
Southern heritage projects. Please consider the Confederate 
Legacy Fund in your financial planning.  

 

78th Annual MOS&B  
General Convention 

Alexandria, VA 
July 9th - 11th of 2015  

  

 Plan on arriving Wednesday or Thursday and leav-
ing Sunday, July 12. The convention will be held at the 
Monaco Hotel in the heart of Old Town Alexandria, George 
Washington’s hometown and Robert E. Lee’s boyhood 
home.  The Monaco offers free shuttle service to and from 
Ronald Reagan National Airport about four miles away.   
The hotel stands on the site of the Marshall House famous 
for one of the first hostile encounters of the War for South-
ern Independence. 

 We have obtained a special rate for the convention.  
The Washington area is loaded with history and places to 
visit.  Consider coming early or staying late to take ad-
vantage of the many attractions here. If you make your res-
ervations early, the special rate will extend pre- and post-
convention as well, if rooms are available. 

Tour Scheduled for  

Friday Afternoon, July 10 

 On Friday afternoon, two optional tours are offered.  
The first is to visit Christ Church within walking distance of 
the Convention Headquarters and the other tour is a visit to 
Arlington National Cemetery.  We shall visit the Tomb of 
the Unknown Soldier, watch the changing of the guard, 
Jackson Circle, and Arlington House, where Robert E. Lee 
made his momentous decision to resign his commission 
from the United States Army on April 12, 1861. 

 At Arlington National Cemetery, a short ride from 
our headquarters hotel, is Jackson Circle, the burial site of 
over 400,000 military heroes and their families, including 
482 Confederates: 46 officers, 351 enlisted men, 58 wives, 

15 southern civilians, and 12 unknowns.  They are bur-
ied in concentric circles around the Confederate Monu-
ment designed and sculpted by the world-renowned 
Moses Ezekiel, a VMI graduate who as a cadet fought 
with the Cadet Corps at the Battle of New Market.  The 
graves are marked with headstones that are distinct for 
their pointed tops.  Legend attributes these pointed-top 
tombstones to a Confederate belief that the points 
would "keep Yankees from sitting on them."      

 And of course Lee Mansion is located on the 
grounds of Arlington National Cemetery as well as the 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.   

 The 
Changing of 
the Guard at 
the Tomb is 
an experience 
never to be 
forgotten.  An 
impeccably 
uniformed 
relief com-
mander ap-
pears on the 
plaza to an-
nounce the 
Changing of 
the Guard. 
Soon the new 
sentinel 
leaves the 

Quarters and unlocks the bolt of his or her M-14 rifle to 
signal to the relief commander to start the ceremony. 
The relief commander walks out to the Tomb and sa-
lutes, then faces the spectators and asks them to stand 
and stay silent during the ceremony.  
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Military Order of the Stars & Bars 78th Annual General Convention 

Alexandria, Virginia July 9-11, 2015 
Convention Registration Form   

Name & Title         Chapter        

Address         City/State/Zip        

Email:          Phone #:       

Guest(s)               

 

Regular Registration through May 31    _____ @ $85.00     $____________ 

Late Registration after May 31     _____ @ $105.00   $____________ 

Thursday, July 9 

Commander General’s Reception                                           ______ @ $60.00     $ ____________ 

Friday, July 10    

 Forrest Cavalry Corps Breakfast   - pay at the door 

Luncheon with Speaker – see supplemental information page ______ @ $50.00      $____________ 

Arlington National Cemetery Tour – Arlington House,  ______ @ $40.00      $____________ 

Confederate Memorial, Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, 

Changing of the Guard 

or Christ Church Tour – church of George Washington and ______ @ $15.00      $____________ 

Robert E. Lee 

Saturday, July 11      

 Prayer Breakfast                                                   ______ @ $35.00     $ ____________ 

 Awards Luncheon                                                  ______ @ $50.00     $ ____________ 

 Commander General’s Banquet         ______ @ $100.00   $ ____________ 

Ancestor Memorial (See Supplemental Information Sheet) ______ @ $15.00     $ ____________ 

 

                                                             Total Enclosed (Check)                                        $ ____________        

 

Special dietary restrictions? - contact J.J. Smith 703-299-1725 

Make check payable to:  2015 National Convention MOS&B  

Mail to:  J. J. Smith III, Adjutant, Virginia Society MOS&B, 401 Wilkes Street, Alexandria, VA  22314 
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Military Order of the Stars and Bars 78th National Convention 

Alexandria, Virginia July 9-11, 2015 
Thursday, July 9 

Hotel Monaco Alexandria 

General Executive Council meeting          1:00-3:00 pm 

Registration in the Lobby         5:00-6:00 pm 

Commander General’s Reception – open bar, hors d’oeuvres    6:00-7:30 pm 

Dinner on your own - Enjoy one of Alexandria’s fine restaurants 

Friday, July 10 

Hotel Monaco Alexandria 

Registration in the Lobby         7:30-9:00am 

Forrest Cavalry Corps Breakfast          8:00-9:00 am 

Convention Opening Ceremony          9:00-9:30 am 

Business Meeting          9:30-11:30 am 

Luncheon with speaker       12:00 noon-1:45 pm 

Arlington National Cemetery Tour         2:15-6:00 pm 

Christ Church Tour         2:15-3:30 pm 

Dinner on your own - Enjoy one of Alexandria’s fine restaurants. 

Saturday, July 11 

Hotel Monaco Alexandria 

MOS&B Prayer Breakfast         8:00-9:00 am 

Business Meeting          9:30-11:30 am 

Awards Luncheon       12:00-2:00 pm 

Free time in the afternoon. 

Commander General’s Banquet  

 Reception – open bar         6:00 pm 

 Dinner             7:00-9:00 pm 

Hotel Reservations: 
Call 1-800-368-5047.  Ask for special rate for Military Order of Stars and Bars or  

On-line: Go to their website - http://www.monaco-alexandria.com Click on Reservations  - Select your dates - Key in 
11580104146 in the Meeting/Group Code block - Click on Check Availability 

You will be redirected to our exclusive reservations page with our Military Order of Stars and Bars rates   

If you want to come earlier or stay later, you may be able to get the Stars and Bars rate depending upon availability. If are plan-
ning a pre or post attendance this summer, the sooner you make your reservation, the higher the likelihood you will receive the 
special rate for your entire stay. 
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Optional Tour Scheduled for  

Friday Afternoon, July 10 

 An option to the Arlington National Cemetery tour 
is offered: a tour of Historic Christ Church, located 3 blocks 
from Convention Headquarters.  Both George Washington 
and Robert E. Lee were members and worshipped here.  
John Carlyle supervised its construction from 1767 to 1773.  
James Wren designed the church in the colonial style.  
Franklin Roosevelt and Winston Churchill visited the 
church on January 1, 1942, to commemorate World Day of 
Prayer for Peace. 

 General Samuel Cooper, his father, and son are all 
buried in the Christ Church Cemetery, but not in the church-
yard.  Christ Church also maintains a cemetery adjacent to 
the Alexandria National Cemetery, as do many other 
churches in Alexandria. 

 During the War, Lincoln sent a detachment to pre-
serve the church.  Only Union officers were able to worship 
there.  It is probably the only church in the area that the Un-
ion did not gut.  However, all the silver was missing when 
the Union finally relinquished the church, and most of the 
headstones were gone and have never been found. 

 Among the burials in the church cemetery is 
the mass grave of thirty-four Confederate prisoners of 
war who died in local prison camps during the Ameri-
can Civil War. A memorial stone in the churchyard 
commemorates their deaths.  The marker depicted was 
designed, built, and placed by the General Samuel 
Cooper Chapter of the Military Order of Stars and 
Bars. 

Friday, July 10 Convention 

Luncheon Presentation 

 Meet George Finley and march with him and 
his men into the mouths of the Union guns at Gettys-
burg.  Pickett's Charge was the most dramatic event in 
the most dramatic battle of the most dramatic war in 
American history. Finley's story captures all the drama 
and illustrates the highest principles of leadership, 

courage, and character. 

 George Finley was a native 
Virginian who was one of a hand-
ful of Southerners who got over the 
stonewall at Cemetery Ridge.  Fin-
ley noted that “one company, a 
little to my right, numbering 35 or 
40 men, was almost swept, to a 
man, from the line by a single 
shell”.  Finley’s men tore down a 
snake rail wooden fence and fought 
their way to the infamous “angle in 

the stonewall” and held it for less than 30 minutes.  
Historians have termed this brief moment in time the 
“High Tide of the Confederacy.”  Here at the wall Fin-
ley took a musket and captured several Union artillery-
men.  While charging towards the cannon he  captured, 
Finley could “distinctly feel the flame of the explo-
sion.” 

Gradually, the weight of Union reinforcements over-
whelmed Finley’s men so he ordered them to surren-
der.  While being led to the rear, Finley came upon  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Carlyle_(merchant)�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colonial_style�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franklin_Roosevelt�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winston_Churchill�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Confederate_States_of_America�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prisoner_of_war�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prisoner_of_war�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prisoner_of_war�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prisoner_of_war�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Civil_War�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Civil_War�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Civil_War�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Civil_War�
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Confederate General Lewis A. 
Armistead on whose staff he had pre-
viously served.  Presuming Armistead 
to be dead, Finley never stopped to 
console the dying Armistead and was 
filled with regret.  While being held 
as a POW at Hilton Head South Caro-
lina, as one of the “Immortal 600”, 
Finley consoled many a fellow POW 
and made his decision to become a 

Christian Minister after the war.  He eventually returned 
home and became the pastor of Tinkling Springs Pres-
byterian Church in Fishersville, Virginia. 

 Bill Young, our speaker-presenter on July 10, 
portrays Lt. Finley as he looked in the early 1900's.  Not 
only is his outfit authentic, but also most of it is original.  
The black beaver top hat, black frock coat, vest, trou-
sers, suspenders, high top shoes, and pocket watch are 
all from the 1890-1910 period.  Finley's walking stick 
was a popular item of his day.  It is topped with a pew-
ter head of John Bull, the British equivalent to Uncle 
Sam, and bears the inscription, "Lt. George W. Finley, 
56th Va. Inf. Rgt." 

The Chaplain General’s 
Thoughts 

By Raymond Holder 

Hallowed Ground 
 
 This second week in July, we will be gathering 
in Alexandria, Virginia to conduct and celebrate our 
MOS&B Order. Overlooking our nation's Capital is the 
once pre civil war home of Robert E. Lee. If our nation 
has hollowed/sacred ground, it is the national cemetery 
of Arlington. I will not go into the history of how the 
U.S. government acquired the Arlington property, but 
only to say emotions ran strong against the Lee family 
with the estate finally being settled in 1874. It is consid-
ered an honor for a person to be interred here at this 
most hallowed place in our United States of America. 
 The word, hallowed means being set aside as 
being revered, sacred and most respected. For me, hal-
lowed also means sacred/holy. `We revere our cemeter-
ies as visibly reminding us of those who have gone be-
fore us, and there is not a more revered place which rep-
resents the cost of freedom as Americans and the pinna-
cle of spiritual and  moral leadership of our Robert E. 
Lee as that of the once estate of this great man.  
 The most sacred and hallowed ground for me is 
found at the foot of the cross of Jesus Christ. When I 
find myself at the foot of the Cross, I have found a sur-

rendered life in faith to my risen Lord. This is where 
Robert E. Lee found himself as he lived out the remain-
ing five and one half years of his life after surrendering 
his army at Appomattox. The following words are those 
of Edward Ward Carmack, from Tennessee. 
 

Carmack’s PledgeTo The South 
 
The South is a land that has known 
Sorrows; It is a land that has  
Broken the ashen crust and  
Moistened it with tears; A land 
Scarred and riven by the plowshare 
Of war and billowed with the graves 
Of her dead; But a land of legend. 
A land of Song, A Land Of Hallowed 
And heroic memories. 
 
To that land every drop of my blood, 
Every fiber of my being, every pulsation 
Of my heart, is consecrated forever. 
 
I was born of her womb, I was nurtured at her  
breast; and when 
My last hour shall come, I pray 
God that I may be pillowed upon 
Her bosom and rocked to sleep 
With her tender and encircling  
arms. 
 

Confederates at the  

End of the War 
By S. Waite Rawl, III 

 
(Speech given on 4/4/2015 at the  

Virginia Capitol Square) 
 

 Porter Alexander was from Georgia. He had fin-
ished near the top of his West Point class and served in 
the U. S. Army before the war. He rose through the ranks 
of the Confederate Army to finally be a general, and his 
book, Military Memoirs of a Confederate, is one of the 
best accounts of the thousands written after the war by 
both men and women of both sides. One of the last Con-
federates to leave Richmond on April 3rd, the memory 
was indelible and he later wrote, 

 “It was after sunrise of a bright morning when 
from the Manchester high grounds we turned to take our 
last look at the old city for which we had fought so long 
& so hard.  It was a sad, a terrible & a solemn sight.   I 
don’t know that any moment in the whole war impressed 
me more deeply with all its realities than this.  The whole 
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river front seemed to be in flames, amid which occasional 
heavy explosions were heard, & the black smoke spread-
ing & hanging over the city seemed to be full of dreadful 
portents.  I rode on with a distinctly heavy heart & with a 
peculiar sort of feeling of orphanage.” 

 When I first read his account, that phrase “a pe-
culiar feeling of orphanage” really hit me. My talk today 
is about the feelings and emotions of the Confederate 
soldiers 150 years ago today and the northern recognition 
of those emotions and reactions to them. 

 Four years before, these people were anxious 
about what was to come, but they were invigorated by 
their goals. They were indeed starting a new nation, but 
they viewed it more directly as preserving the old na-
tion—the one that their forefathers had created four score 
years earlier. They were resisting the changes—to both 
the nature of government and to the definition of free-
dom—that were being posed by their northern brothers. 
They had been careful in their secession decisions to in-
voke the same democratic and Constitutional principles 
that had led all 13 slave-holding colonies to become inde-
pendent sovereigns  in 1776 when they signed a declara-
tion that stated that “all men are created free,” even if 
they did not mean “equal.” 

 You might hear from some people today that 
these were bad, evil people; but they were not. They ex-
hibited the virtues that we admire and strive for today—a 
strong sense of patriotism, duty, and honor. They loved 
and protected their families, and they had a stronger 
sense of religious faith than we can begin to understand 
today. They were simply resistant to changes—changes 
that they knew would permanently alter their way of life. 

 The South was not then the united region that we 
think of today and that it became over the next 4 years. 
The Deep South states had seceded principally to protect 
the 240-year tradition of slavery, but that argument had 
not swayed Virginia or the other Upper South states. 
They only joined when they saw that the Union was to be 
preserved by force. This was not the Union that they had 
formed, had believed in so fervently only weeks before; 
and they joined their southern brothers rather than staying 
united with their northern brothers. 

 By April 3rd 1865, however, everything had 
changed, and those emotions were sweeping over Porter 
Alexander and his comrades in arms. 

 Only 4 years before, there had been one million 
white men in the South between the ages of 17 and 50. 
950,000 of them had gone into the Army—a mobilization 
unmatched in world history before or since. Now, 
300,000 of them were dead. Now, another 250,000 were 
permanently maimed—blind, deaf, missing arms and 
legs. Now, another 200,000 had been wounded or cap-

tured at least once. 

  Only 4 years before, the South had a booming 
economy—by itself the 4th largest, most vibrant econo-
my in the world. Now, the cities of Atlanta and Colum-
bia had been burned and Richmond was burning. Now, 
its leading cities of Memphis and Nashville, Vicksburg 
and Jackson, New Orleans, Galveston, Charleston, 
Wilmington and Savannah and Norfolk and Alexandria 
and Fredericksburg had fallen to what were considered 
invading armies. News from Raleigh and Montgomery 
and Mobile indicated that they were to fall within days. 

 Now, its ports and their ships were gone, rail-
roads and bridges gone, farms plundered; barns and 
mills and fences—all burned, and livestock gone, their 
currency and investments worthless, and their property 
in slaves gone without the gradualism or compensation 
which had accompanied other abolition movements 
around the world. We sometimes forget this point. The 
investment in slaves in the South, in today’s dollars, 
was roughly 10 trillion—with a “t”—dollars. That is 
roughly the equivalent of the whole S & P 500 today. 

 Four years earlier, their mothers, wives, and 
sweethearts had insisted that they uphold their family 
honor and do their patriotic duty by enlisting. Now, the 
letters from home were pleading for them to desert and 
come home to protect their families from ruin and star-
vation. 

 Why? For what? Only to lose? Not just to lose 
a war, but to lose everything. All of that sacrifice to 
accomplish nothing? Porter Alexander’s choice of 
words—”dreadful portents” and “a peculiar feeling of 
orphanage”—must evoke in us today what they felt 
then. 

 These were the men who followed Robert E. 
Lee westward on April 3rd —destination uncertain but 
outcome becoming increasingly clear. They had little 
food and would get little more over the next 6 days. 
They left much of their equipment behind, as their 
horses and mules simply couldn’t pull the load. The 
government was disintegrating before their eyes, and 
they were leaving women and children behind. Just 
think of what they were feeling that day. 

 Our sound-bite generation often forgets to con-
sider these feelings, but our study of history leads us to 
one person who understood it well. Abraham Lincoln 
had met with his generals on March 27th. By that time, 
it was clear that the North would win the war—soon. 
And Lincoln’s focus was rapidly shifting from how to 
win the war to how to reunite the nation. He under-
stood well that the desire for vengeance, which many 
of his colleagues in the North harbored, would drive a 
permanent stake into his first and foremost goal of pre-
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serving the union. He announced his feelings best when 
he visited Richmond 150 years ago. When asked how to 
treat the Confederates, he could imagine Porter Alexan-
der’s feelings, and he responded, 'If I were in your place 
I'd let 'em up easy” and he repeated, “let 'em up easy." 

 No hangings were to come. No guillotines. No 
mass imprisonments. Instead, Lincoln offered a sense of 
magnanimity to show honor and respect, not to his ene-
my, but to those he considered to be his defeated coun-
trymen. His view, his understanding led to Grant’s 
terms to Lee and his army only days later on April 9th at 
Appomattox. No cannons. No celebrations. Instead, give 
them food. And allow them to “return to their homes” 
“not to take up arms.” 

 And on April 12th, Union hero Joshua Chamber-
lain led the Union troops which accepted the formal sur-
render, with the spirit of Lincoln and Grant in mind. 
This is a long quote, but it eloquently captures the emo-
tions of that day. In Chamberlain’s words,  

 “The momentous meaning of this occasion im-
pressed me deeply. I resolved to mark it by some token 
of recognition, which could be no other than a salute of 
arms… . Before us in proud humiliation stood the em-
bodiment of manhood: men whom neither toils and suf-
ferings, nor the fact of death, nor disaster, nor hopeless-
ness could bend from their resolve; standing before us 
now, thin, worn, and famished, but erect, and with eyes 
looking level into ours, waking memories that bound us 
together as no other bond;--was not such manhood to be 
welcomed back into a Union so tested and assured? 
Chamberlain continued,  “Instructions had been given; 
and when the head of each division column comes oppo-
site our group, our bugle sounds the signal and instantly 
our whole line from right to left, regiment by regiment 
in succession, gives the soldiers salutation, … 
“[shoulder arms]"--the marching salute. Gordon at the 
head of the column, riding with heavy spirit and down-
cast face, catches the sound of shifting arms, looks up, 
and, taking the meaning, wheels superbly, making with 
himself and his horse one uplifted figure, with profound 
salutation as he drops the point of his sword to the boot 
toe; then facing to his own command, gives word for his 
successive brigades to pass us with the same position of 
the manual,--honor answering honor. On our part not a 
sound of trumpet more, nor roll of drum; not a cheer, 
nor word nor whisper of vain-glorying, … but an awed 
stillness rather…  .As each successive division … 
[passes], it halts, the men face inward towards us 
across the road, twelve feet away; then carefully "dress" 
their line, each captain taking pains for the good ap-
pearance of his company, worn and half starved as they 
were. …They fix bayonets, [and] stack arms… . Lastly,-- 
reluctantly, with agony of expression,--they tenderly 
fold their flags, battle-worn and torn, blood-stained, 
heart-holding colors, and lay them down; some fren-

ziedly rushing from the ranks, kneeling over them, cling-
ing to them, pressing them to their lips with burning 
tears. And only the Flag of the Union greets the sky!” 

 In these words, we hear from Chamberlain the 
words and feelings that were required to reunite the na-
tion—our nation today—; and it was indeed reunited. 
And our form of government—a democratic republic—
proved that it could, in fact, “long endure;” and it was 
saved for future generations. An experiment in govern-
ment in 1860 became the model of 60% of the world’s 
countries today. And 4 million enslaved people were add-
ed to the definition of Jefferson’s words that “all men are 
created free.” 

 Porter Alexander and almost a million other 
Southern men had fought against that outcome, but their 
survivors and descendants went back to work after the 
war to become good citizens again and rebuild their 
homelands and return their patriotism to the United 
States—our nation. And they had the respect of their 
countrymen in blue—a respect that should not be forgot-
ten today. 

S. Waite Rawl, III is the Co-Chief  Executive Officer of the 
American Civil War Museum 
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