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  The Confederate Home Guard, in theory at least, was an 
organized militia serving under the direction and authority of the 
Confederate States of America, tasked with the defense of the 
home front. Their function varied with the needs of the area and 
the home state. Although many states did not initially organize a 
Home Guard, by 1863 all eleven Confederate states had a Home 
Guard in place. As this article will focus on the Battle of Gris-
woldville, we will concentrate on the Georgia Home Guard. 

 In the early stages of the War Between the States, com-
panies and regiments were formed all over Georgia and after 
very limited training, sent out of the state. Initially, it was 
thought the war would be of short duration and men were recruit-
ed for a period of one year. This practice of one year enlistments 
lasted only until April 1862 when the Confederate Congress 
passed a conscription law automatically extending army enlist-
ments to three years. The majority of the early Georgia troops 
were sent to the Army of Northern Virginia and the remaining to 
the Army of Tennessee. At the end of their one year obligation, 
soldiers had the opportunity to leave and return home while oth-
ers elected to remain for the duration. Later as the war progressed 
and more men were required these veteran soldiers would join 
other units and be sent as replacements or formed into companies 
that would augment existing regiments. Responsibilities changed 
with other departments being formed so it becomes difficult to 
generalize. Units were sent to the Department of South Carolina, 
Georgia and Florida but again most of these men were sent out of 
the State of Georgia to meet demands elsewhere. 

 In early 1864 Governor Joe Brown had 25,000 men os-
tensibly exempt from the 17-50 age group in the “Militia Prop-
er.” Since their service was restricted to the State of Georgia and 
they could not be sent elsewhere, they were unfairly called, “Joe 
Brown’s Pets.” The third Conscription Act of February 1864 had — Continued on Page 4 —  
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Commander General’s Message 
 

MUSEUM OF THE CONFEDERACY - Changes Affecting Our Heritage 
 Once again, our Southern Heritage is under assault. There is an impending battle that will ulti-
mately involve all of us. It involves the plans of the Museum of the Confederacy, (MOC), to close its 
doors in Richmond and relocate to the American Civil War Center, (ACWC), in historic Tredegar. It also 
involves the “merger” of the MOC with the ACWC to form a new entity called the American Civil War 
Museum, (ACWM). Make no mistake: the so-called merger of the two entities is an outright sellout of our 
values, our heritage, and our culture. 

 What is particularly distressing is the fact that all of the negotiations to move and merge the two entities were conduct-
ed in secret with no input from the general public or Southern heritage organizations. Sadly, the merger is now complete and we 
are the apparent losers. But there are actually two parts to this controversy. The first element involves the relocation of the muse-
um. The second part involves the merger of the MOC with the ACWC to form the American Civil War Museum. Both factors 
will be examined in this letter. 

 The history of the Museum of the Confederacy is linked to the history of the White House of the Confederacy. Both 
sites are a part of the MOC today. As you know, the White House was the residence of President Jefferson Davis and his family 
as well as the headquarters of the Confederacy. In 1890, the City of Richmond announced its plans to demolish the White House 
and construct a school on the site. As a reaction to that threat, a group of influential Richmond society ladies formed the Confed-
erate Memorial Literary Society (CMLS) to purchase the building and save it from certain destruction.   

 As the ladies of the CMLS worked to restore the White House they appealed to all Southerners to support the museum 
through their donations. Soon the artifacts, personal effects, and other memorabilia related to the Confederacy began to pour in. 
And finally, in 1896, the first Museum of the Confederacy was opened for business. In 1976 a new museum was built next to the 
White House to accommodate the increased number of both artifacts and visitors. This structure is the present-day Museum of 
the Confederacy.  

 Together, the White House of the Confederacy and the Museum of the Confederacy form a critical mass. If either one 
should fail the other one is in danger. That is where we stand right now. To be sure, there have been legitimate concerns about 
the viability of the current site for several years. There is limited parking and the streets are choked with traffic. Further, the mu-
seum has been totally landlocked for the past 10 years because of the expansion of the Medical College of Virginia. 

 All of these problems should have been addressed in a series of pubic hearings. Instead, there were only secret meetings 
with no public outreach. Attendance at the MOC has also suffered due to these problems. In the 1990’s the annual attendance 
hovered around 92,000. By 2010 the attendance had dropped to 44,000. More recently the attendance has increased to 56,000 as 
a result of the Sesquicentennial celebration. 

 The Museum of the Confederacy is the largest holder of Confederate artifacts in the world. In fact, its holdings are so 
great that only 10% of its artifacts can be shown at any one time. Further, it is the only major museum in the country that ex-
plains the War from a Confederate perspective. The MOC actually had a good plan to address the problems of limited parking, 
traffic congestion and the expansion of the Virginia Medical College Hospital. It recently opened the first satellite museum at 
Appomattox Courthouse and had plans to open another museum in Chancellorsville. A third satellite museum was also planned 
at a site to be determined. 

 There are persistent rumors that the MOC is about to sell its museum site in Richmond to the Virginia Medical college. 
There are also ongoing discussions regarding the feasibility of moving the Confederate White House to a new location. Present-
ly under consideration is another site 3 miles away. According to the Richmond Times Dispatch, it would take approximately 2 
weeks to move the 1,350 ton structure. It would also involve removing and reinstalling over 60 street lights and traffic signals 
along the way. This matter has even been discussed by the Virginia Legislative Assembly. If nothing else, it is an indication that 
MOC officials are seriously considering the relocation of the Confederate White House. 

 It is probably too late to do anything about the merger of the MOC and the ACWC. That event took place in 2013 and 
too much time has already elapsed. However, it is in our interest to protect the Confederate White House and the ground upon 
which it sits. This is a property that is a sacred site and part of our heritage. It is perhaps the most important relic of the Confed-
eracy. 

 Clearly, the officials of the MOC have turned their backs on the very people who have supported them over the years. 
The Confederate White House needs our protection. It is a sacred site that is part of our heritage. I submit that we, the people, 
should be considered in any future action affecting this site. I am depending on each and every member to stand up for our val-
ues and do the right thing. 

Wm. Howard Jones  
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taken most of these men from Brown while giving boys of 
17-18 and men 45-50 to General Howell Cobb to organize 
Confederate defenses for Georgia. This left Governor 
Brown with the “Militia Reserve” consisting of boys 16-
17 and men 50-60 and number-
ing about 16,000 for local pro-
tection. These units were very 
loosely organized and their 
members were all volunteers 
who were enlisted for six month 
terms and received no salary for 
their service. These Home Guard 
units were thought to be the last 
defense against an invading Fed-
eral army so it fell upon the boys 
and older men to defend the 
homeland. In Georgia these units 
served throughout the state. Alt-
hough there were units of Caval-
ry, Artillery and Infantry, they 
were all poorly equipped and 
trained. As an effort to arm the home front, pikes were 
issued in lieu of guns which had become almost impossi-
ble to find. These too became known as “Joe Brown’s 
Pikes.” These medieval defenses were fine as long as all 
was quiet. There was little activity in the state away from 
the coast so the Home Guard spent its time trying to cap-
ture deserters from units serving elsewhere as they would 
be paid a bounty for each deserter they caught and turned 
over to the Confederate forces.  

 Two great armies were locked in a struggle for 
Chattanooga, TN as its loss would open Georgia to inva-
sion. Georgia Governor Joe Brown called for more Home 
Guard troops to be sent to the central and northwest areas 
of the state. The Home Guard stationed along the Chatta-
nooga-Atlanta axis was not placed in immediate danger. 
All of this changed in May of 1864 when Federal Major 
General William T. Sherman and his army invaded the 
state from the vicinity of Chattanooga in its march on At-
lanta. The initial defense was conducted by the Army of 
Tennessee under General Joseph Eggleston Johnston. Af-
ter Johnston withdrew from northwest Georgia to the sur-
rounding areas of Atlanta, he was relieved by President 
Jefferson David and replaced by Lieutenant General John 
Bell Hood who had earlier been severely wounded in Vir-
ginia. It was thought Hood would be more aggressive and 
indeed Hood challenged the Federal force in a series of 
damaging frontal assaults. Hood’s army was finally be-
sieged in Atlanta and the city fell on 2 September. At this 
point, Hood and the Army of Tennessee withdrew with 
approximately 30,000 men moving north on a circuitous 
route toward Tennessee. They headed first to north Geor-
gia in an attempt to cut off Sherman’s supplies and then 
west toward Gadsden, AL to avoid having to cross the 

Cumberland Mountains that lay between north Georgia 
and central Tennessee. 

 Although Sherman was victorious in his Atlanta 
campaign, he was criticized for not having destroyed the 
Army of Tennessee with his far greater force of 81,000. 

The capture of Atlanta be-
came a great boost to North-
ern morale and surely was an 
important factor in Lincoln’s 
reelection in 1864. 

 Since Confederates 
under Hood were threatening 
Sherman’s supply line from 
Chattanooga, he detached 
about 20,000 men under the 
command of Major General 
George H. Thomas to deal 
with Hood in what would 
later become the Franklin-
Nashville Campaign. With 
the remaining 62,000 men 

(55,000 infantry, 5,000 cavalry and 2,000 artillerymen 
manning 64 guns) Sherman started his Savannah Cam-
paign which became known as the “March to the Sea.” 
Defending against Sherman was Lieutenant General Wil-
liam J. Hardee’s Department of South Carolina, Georgia 
and Florida with the 13,000 men remaining at Lovejoy’s 
Station south of Atlanta and Major General Gustavus W. 
Smith’s Georgia Militia consisting of 3,050 soldiers, most 
of whom were boys and older men. The Confederate Cav-
alry Corps under Major General Joseph Wheeler rein-
forced by a brigade under Brigadier General William H. 
Jackson had about 10,000 troupers. During this campaign 
the Confederate War Department brought in men from 
Florida and the Carolinas but they were never able to in-
crease the effective force beyond 13,000. 

 The Georgia Home Guard was to remain outside 
of the actual area of fighting and attempt to restrict the 
damage to property in the path of Sherman’s march. To 
more easily follow this, I will use the example of my 
great grandfather 1st Lieutenant William A. Shields who 
was 35 at the time hostilities broke out but wanting to 
participate, he joined the Georgia Home Guards in 1862.  
The Guards were obligated to serve only six months but 
Shields continued to renew his commitment after brief 
visits home after each enlistment term to check on his 
family and property. Thus he served during the duration 
of the war.  Records indicate his unit was stationed in 
Decatur, GA from early 1863 until at least August of 
1864.  Thus we know Shields was in the Atlanta area dur-
ing the battle before being ordered to Macon to slow the 
advance of Sherman. 

 The Confederates were uncertain as to the actual 
destination of Sherman’s advance. After Atlanta was 

- Sesquicentennial Article # 47 — From Page 1 -  
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Sherman going toward Macon, Augusta or Savannah? 
All of these avenues had to be protected and thus Con-
federate Major General William J. Hardee had ordered 
the local Militia in Macon to reinforce Augusta.   

 At the time of 
Sherman’s march through 
Georgia, Griswoldville had 
been the home of the Con-
federate Pistol factory. The 
plant had been converted in 
1862 from the production 
of cotton gin machinery to 
producing revolvers of the 
Colt pattern and during the 
course of the war had pro-
duced a total of about 
3,500.  On 21 November 
1864 Federal Brigadier 
General Judson Kilpatrick’s 
Cavalry, operating on the 
Federal right flank during 
the “March to the Sea” de-
stroyed this beautiful town 
with wide streets and lovely 
homes and factory areas 
burning down everything.   

 On 22 November 1864, the Home Guard troops 
made up of 4,350 inexperienced boys and men with artil-
lery under the command of Brigadier General Pleasant J. 
Philips, marched eastwards on the Georgia Central Rail-
road toward Augusta. Just past the smoldering ruins of 
Griswoldville they ran into detachments of the Federal 
Army. Thinking these were an isolated and unsupported 
brigade and contrary to direct orders from superiors, 
Phillips formed his lines for battle and attacked across an 
open field, trying to cross a swampy creek and charge up 
a hill.  His men made seven assaults, coming within 50 
yards of the Yankees before being repulsed by blistering 
fire.  Federal Colonel Charles Wills later wrote of the 
battle, “Old gray haired men and weakly looking men 
and little boys, not over 15 years old, lay dead or writh-
ing in pain.”  The old men and boys attacked with great 
courage and vigor, but failed to change any part of Sher-
man’s plan in the only pitched battle on the “March to 
the Sea.”  Some call this battle the “Gettysburg of Geor-
gia” referring to Pickets Charge where troops ran into a 
terrific fire and fearful execution as they moved forward. 

  Philips’ commander, Major General Gustavus 
Woodson Smith, had ordered the militia not to engage 
the advancing Federal army but Philips seeing his chance 
chose to disobey his clear orders. 

 It was into this horrible one sided battle that 
Shields and the men of Co. B, 8th Georgia Infantry (State 
Guards) entered that fateful day of 22 November 1864. 

In the report following the battle, it was written that 
Shields was “pierced in the right breast and expired in-
stantly.”  Little is known about what occurred after the 
battle and it is assumed that Shields was interred in one of 

the mass graves without any 
marker to identify his loca-
tion. 

 Little is said about 
the service and sacrifice of 
the men in the Georgia 
State Guards but they 
served the cause in home 
defense. While there was no 
holding back Sherman’s 
massive force, the Home 
Guard tried to contain the 
Federals who would burn 
anything they could not 
haul away. The Home 
Guard did manage to keep 
the looting Federals from 
straying from the main 
force thus saving a number 
of towns and many homes 
on the periphery of Sher-
man’s march. This action, 

no doubt, reduced the damage caused by Sherman’s tragic 
tramping through Georgia. 

 Griswoldville may have been the only full fledged 
battle on the “March to the Sea” but there were a number 
of major skirmishes between units of Sherman’s army and 
the Confederate cavalry, many of them being significant 
Confederate victories. Never the less, Sherman with such a 
large army under his command was not to be deterred in 
his devastating drive to destroy the very heart of Georgia. 
It would take many years to rebuild the senseless damage 
done by the Federal army in its desire to punish the women 
and children of the Southland. 

BE SURE AND CHECK OUT  
THE MOS&B STORE  

WEB SITE 
 

NEW ITEMS HAVE BEEN ADDED  
IN ADDITION TO THE GREAT BUYS ON  

EXISTING ITEMS. 
 

http://www.militaryorderofthestarsandbars.net/
store/ 
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   Military Order of Stars and 
Bars Scholarships 

To all MOS&B Chapters and Societies, 

 As you know, The Military Order of Stars and Bars 
has established a college scholarship program for genealogi-
cally proven: (1) descendants of Confederate Officers; (2) 
descendants of the Confederate Executive or Legislative 
branches of government; and (3) descendants of members of 
the Confederate States’ legislatures, judiciary, and executive 
branches of government. The MOS&B Scholarship Program 
annually awards the merit based scholarships to worthy indi-
viduals who meet eligibility requirements and have been 
judged on information submitted by the applicant.  

 It is time to start considering candidates for the 2015 
awards. All Chapters and Societies are encouraged to submit 
applications of worthy individuals for these scholarships. 
There are certainly many possible candidates among our 
active membership, active membership’s children, grand-
children and friends.  

 The General Executive Council has determined that 
each Department scholarship awarded will be in the amount 
of one thousand dollars ($1,000).  The number of scholar-
ships awarded each year will be determined by the GEC.   

Please carefully read all the necessary information on the 
MOS&B national website.  

            http://www.militaryorderofthestarsandbars.org/
scholarship-program/ 

Five copies of all requested material should be packaged 
together and mailed to: 

 MOS&B Scholarship Committee 

 c/o Gary M. Loudermilk  

 2801 14th Street  

Brownwood Texas 76801  

 

 Applications must be postmarked no later than 
March 1ST to be eligible.  

 If you have questions, please contact Committee 
Chairman Gary M. Loudermilk at the above address or 
email: gmldhl@harrisbb.com   

 
 

  

 

Adjutant General’s  

Request for Annual Dues 

To Be Submitted 
 Once again, dues season is upon us. The dues 
bills for each member should have already gone out 
whether you are an at large member or chapter mem-
ber.   Please consider paying them this month! All 
Chapter members need to send in their dues for their 
chapter, society, and national dues. 

 As a reminder, chapter adjutant’s are to send 
the National Dues to MOS&B International, P.O. 
Box 56251, Virginia Beach, VA 23456. The dues for 
national are $35.00 per year.   

 For all at-large members, please make out 
your check to “MOS&B” for $35.00 and mail your 
payment to the address listed above. 

News from Headquarters 
 While processing the incoming dues checks 
it has been noted that, very often, members submit 
their dues without enclosing the dues statement and/
or fail to write their member number in the memo 
section of their check.  If Headquarters have no 
member number to reference, additional work is re-
quired to look up the member's name, in the Master 
database, to obtain it.  Granted, that may only take a 
minute or two, but those minutes add to the amount 
of time, especially when trying to process hundreds 
of checks.  Some members have asked Headquarters 
to let them know what their number is, not realizing 
that it is at the top of their dues statement, to the right 
of their name.  Including one's membership number, 
in all correspondence sent to Headquarters, will 
speed up the process of handling that particular cor-
respondence.  
 Annual Chapter reports are also due and, alt-
hough Headquarters has received some, it seems that 
many Chapter Adjutants equate a Chapter Roster 
with a Chapter Report.  They are two different ani-
mals, and both should be submitted to Headquar-
ters.  MOS&B  has received twice as many Chapter 
Rosters as Annual Chapter Reports, thus far.  The 
Annual Chapter Report form can be obtained via the 
National website. 
 Another topic asked, in reading member 
notes attached to their dues statements, is "Why am I 
not receiving the Officer's Call newsletter?"  Mem-
bers should access the link, on the National web-

mailto:gmldhl@harrisbb.com�


Officer’s Call - Vol. 7, Issue 1 Page 7 

 Judges for this award are Cain Griffin (SC), 
Ed Stack (VA), and Jeff Sizemore (FL). 
 

Col. John Morton Chapter  
Newsletter Award 

 
 This Annual National award is presented to 
the Chapter publishing the newsletter selected as the 
outstanding Chapter publication in the Military Order 
of the Stars & Bars. To be considered for competition, 
one copy of each newsletter published must be submit-
ted (either hard copy, a PDF, or on a CD) together to 
the Awards Chairman, Byron E. Brady, 1332 Garden 
Crest Circle, Raleigh, NC  27609 
(byronbrady@aol.com) by April 1, 2015.  Points are 
awarded based on: Format (15); Society and National 
News (30); Historical Content (20); Regular Publica-
tion Schedule (15); Overall Interest and Appeal 
(20) for a total of 100 points. 
 
 The publication schedule for competition pur-
poses is from the month of the last National Conven-
tion (July, 2014) to April 1st of the following year 
(2015). Winners receive a certificate noting their 
achievement. 
 
 Judges for this award are Troy Massey (AR), 
Sig Reckline (CA), and Charles Smith (OK). 
 

MOS&B on Facebook 
 
 The national Military Order of the Stars and 
Bars has an official Facebook page that is available for 
all active MOS&B members to join. Anyone 
who requests membership will be approved after na-
tional membership is ascertained as the site is closed 
except to current official members. The site is not 
open for the general public to avoid misuse by those 
wishing to do harm to Southern heritage groups such 
as the MOS&B. The site is not a recruiting tool, but 
simply another communication tool for individual 
members and local Chapters and State Societies to 
keep in touch, share photographs and provide relevant 
information. In addition, up-to-date information about 
upcoming national meetings will be provided.  
 
  If you are interested in participating, simply 
go to Facebook, search  Military Order of the Stars 
and Bars and then request membership through the 
simple directions on the site. We look forward to your 
participation. 
 

site, to sign up for receipt of the Officer's Call newslet-
ter. 
 One, last, item of importance is to remind mem-
bers to utilize their respective Chain-of-Command when 
submitting documents such as new member applications, 
to Headquarters.  The new member application form in-
cludes a section to record the signatures of those members 
of the applicant's Chain-of-Command (utilized when an 
applicant wishes to be assigned to a specific Chap-
ter).  The process of utilizing the Chain-of-Command re-
duces the likelihood that the application will be returned 
because it lacks the required genealogical documentation 
of each generation, or is incomplete in any other way.    
 

 Abbeville Institute ˛Lectures 
 Get Educated! All of our Summer School and 
Scholars Conference lectures are now available FREE for 
download at our website. There are over 140! Free! That 
is close to 200 hours of FREE education by leading schol-
ars in Southern history, philosophy, religion, literature, 
and culture. Follow the link: 
  
http://www.abbevilleinstitute.org/lectures/  

 

Chapter and Society  
Newsletter Awards  

 

Col. Walter Taylor Society  
Newsletter Award 

 
 This Annual National award will be presented to 
the State Society that regularly publishes a newsletter 
judged to be the most outstanding in the Order.  Points are 
awarded based on:  Format (15); Society and National 
News (30); Historical Content (20); Regular Publication 
Schedule (15); and Overall Interest and Appeal (20) for a 
total of 100 points. 
 
 To be considered for competition, one copy of 
each newsletter published must be submitted (either by 
hard copies, a PDF or on a CD) together to the Awards 
Chairman, Byron E. Brady, 1332 Garden Crest Circle, 
Raleigh, NC  27609 (byronbrady@aol.com) by April 1, 
2015.  Decisions of the judging are final. The publication 
schedule for competition purposes is from the month of 
the last National Convention (July, 2014) to April 1st of 
the following year (2015). Winners receive a certificate 
noting their achievement. 
 

http://www.abbevilleinstitute.org/lectures/�
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CIVIL WAR HISTORY 

JAMES COUNTRY MERCANTILE 

111 N. Main Liberty, MO 64068 

816-781-9473   FAX 816-781-1470 

jamescntry@aol.com   www.jamescountry.com 

 

 Everything Needed For The Living Historian! 

Ladies - Gentlemen - Civilian - Military 
Uniforms – Ladies Clothing  - Accoutrements—Weapons - Accessories 

YOUR PATRONAGE IS APPRECIATED! 

http://www.jamescountry.com/�
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Yeatman Insurance  
Insurance and Financial Services  

Larry Yeatman, Agent 
    Serving Missouri and Kansas 

5606 NE Antioch Rd 
Gladstone, Missouri 64119 

1-800-467-1514  
lyeatman@farmersagent.com 

Offering: 
 

Auto, Home, Life, 
Mutual Funds*, Variable Universal Life*,  
Variable Annuities*, IRAs*,  & 401(k)s* 

  

*Securi es offered through Farmers Financial Solu ons, LLC 
 Member FINRA & SIPC 

Patrick  
Cleburne 
Prints For 

Sale 
A print such as this 
one is available for 
sale for $100.00 
each.  The print is 
drawn by Samuel J. 
Massey and the pro-
ceeds from the print 
sales go to fund the 
Arkansas Society 
Scholarship Fund. 

 

Please send your inquiries to purchase a copy of this 
print to  mosbcg@cox.net.  Your participation in this 

worthwhile project is greatly appreciated.

Request for Articles  
for the 

Upcoming 2015 
Officer’s Call Magazine 

 
 Please consider writing an article that can be 
included in future issues of the Officer’s Call.   Send 
your articles to the attention of our Editor General, 
Jeff Sizemore, whose email is swampedi-
tor@yahoo.com. 
 

Confederate Legacy 
Fund 

 The Legacy fund gives our members the oppor-
tunity to make a real difference. There is no better time 
than right now to make a statement for our values and our 
cause. The Confederate Legacy Fund is the vehicle that 
assures our relevance for generations to come. 

 We are extremely grateful to the members of The 
Confederate Legacy Legion of Merit. These men have 
chosen to support the Order by donating $1000 or more 
to the Legacy Fund. We are indebted to all of our donors 
for their vision and their generosity. 

 The Confederate Legacy Fund is an important 
part of our over-all financial plan. The contributions that 
are made by our members will remain intact for perpetui-
ty. Only the interest that is generated from the fund will 
be spent. Our expenditures are limited to scholarships and 
projects that will preserve and enhance our Southern Her-
itage. Currently these types of expenditures are paid for 
from our general fund. The income generated from the 
Legacy Fund will eventually pay for all of these types of 
expenditures. 

 MOS&B is a non-profit 501 (c) (3) corporation. 
As a result, all donations to the Legacy Fund are 100% 
tax deductible. In addition, many corporations will match 
the charitable donations made by its employees. Donating 
stocks is another excellent strategy for charitable dona-
tions. You can receive an income deduction for the full 
market value of a particular security. At the same time, 
you will avoid all capital gains tax on the transaction. 
There is no brokerage fee for this type of transaction. 

 Please consider MOS&B’s Legacy Fund in your 
financial planning. Those members who make a one-time 
donation of $1000 or more will receive the distinctive 
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Confederate Legacy Legion of Merit neck ribbon and drop. 
A member may also qualify for the same award by utilizing 
one of our deferred payment plans. 

 Your generosity is most appreciated. Membership 
in the Confederate Legacy Legion of Merit will assure that 
there is always adequate funding for scholarships and 
Southern heritage projects. Please consider the Confederate 
Legacy Fund in your financial planning.  

Reunion Medals For Sale 
 

 The Captain James Tyrie Wright MOS&B Chapter 
#6 still has some 2008 Reunion Medals for sale at a price of 
$50.00, 2008 Reunion Programs for sale at a price of 
$10.00, and 2013 Reunion Medals for sale at a price of 
$40.00.  Please also include $2.00 each for postage and han-
dling.   

 If interested, please make out your check to Capt. 
James Tyrie Wright MOS&B Chapter #6 and mail to: 

J. Troy Massey, Adjutant, P O Box 536, Harrison, AR 
72602.  

 If you have any questions, please  send your inquir-
ies of this items to mosbcg@cox.net or call 870-365-9273.   
Your participation is greatly appreciated. 

 

78th Annual MOS&B  
General Convention 

Alexandria, VA 
July 9th - 11th of 2015  

  

 Plan on arriving Wednesday or Thursday and leav-
ing Sunday, July 12. The convention will be held at the 
Monaco Hotel in the heart of Old Town Alexandria, George 
Washington’s hometown and Robert E. Lee’s boyhood 
home.  The Monaco offers free shuttle service to and from 
Ronald Reagan National Airport about four miles away.   
The hotel stands on the site of the Marshall House famous 
for one of the first hostile encounters of the War for South-
ern Independence. 

 We have obtained a special rate for the convention.  
The Washington area is loaded with history and places to 
visit.  Consider coming early or staying late to take ad-
vantage of the many attractions here. If you make your res-
ervations early, the special rate will extend pre- and post-
convention as well, if rooms are available.    

Friday, July 10 Convention 

Luncheon Presentation 

 Meet George Finley and march with him and 
his men into the mouths of the Union guns at Gettys-
burg.  Pickett's Charge was the most dramatic event in 
the most dramatic battle of the most dramatic war in 
American history. Finley's story captures all the drama 
and illustrates the highest principles of leadership, 
courage, and character. 

 George Finley was a native Virginian who was 
one of a handful of Southerners who got over the stone-
wall at Cemetery Ridge.  Finley noted that “one com-
pany, a little to my right, numbering 35 or 40 men, was 
almost swept, to a man, from the line by a single shell”.  
Finley’s men tore down a snake rail wooden fence and 
fought their way to the infamous “angle in the stone-
wall” and held it for less than 30 minutes.  Historians 
have termed this brief moment in time the “High Tide 
of the Confederacy.”  Here at the wall Finley took a 
musket and captured several Union artillerymen.  
While charging towards the cannon he  captured, Fin-
ley could “distinctly feel the flame of the explosion.” 

Gradually, the weight of Union reinforcements over-
whelmed Finley’s men so he ordered them to surrender.  
While being led to the rear, Finley came upon Confed-
erate General Lewis A. Armistead on whose staff he 
had previously served.  Presuming Armistead to be 
dead, Finley never stopped to console the dying 
Armistead and was filled with regret.  While being held 
as a POW at Hilton Head South Carolina, as one of the 
“Immortal 600”, Finley consoled many a fellow POW 
and made his decision to become a Christian Minister 
after the war.  He eventually returned home and be-
came the pastor of Tinkling Springs Presbyterian 
Church in Fishersville, Virginia. 

 Bill Young, our speaker-presenter on July 10, 
portrays Lt. Finley as he looked in the early 1900's.  
Not only is his outfit authentic, but also most of it is 
original.  The black beaver top hat, black frock coat, 
vest, trousers, suspenders, high top shoes, and pocket 
watch are all from the 1890-1910 period.  Finley's 
walking stick was a popular item of his day.  It is 
topped with a pewter head of John Bull, the British 
equivalent to Uncle Sam, and bears the inscription, "Lt. 
George W. Finley, 56th Va. Inf. Rgt." 
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Military Order of the Stars & Bars 78th Annual General Convention 

Alexandria, Virginia July 9-11, 2015 
Convention Registration Form   

Name & Title         Chapter        

Address         City/State/Zip        

Email:          Phone #:       

Guest(s)               

 

Early Registration through March 31                              _____ @ $65.00     $____________ 

Regular Registration through May 31    _____ @ $85.00     $____________ 

Late Registration after May 31     _____ @ $105.00   $____________ 

Thursday, July 9 

Commander General’s Reception                                           ______ @ $60.00     $ ____________ 

Friday, July 10    

 Forrest Cavalry Corps Breakfast   - pay at the door 

Luncheon with Speaker – see supplemental information page ______ @ $50.00      $____________ 

Arlington National Cemetery Tour – Arlington House,  ______ @ $40.00      $____________ 

Confederate Memorial, Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, 

Changing of the Guard 

or Christ Church Tour – church of George Washington and ______ @ $15.00      $____________ 

Robert E. Lee 

Saturday, July 11      

 Prayer Breakfast                                                   ______ @ $35.00     $ ____________ 

 Awards Luncheon                                                  ______ @ $50.00     $ ____________ 

 Commander General’s Banquet         ______ @ $100.00   $ ____________ 

Ancestor Memorial (See Supplemental Information Sheet) ______ @ $15.00     $ ____________ 

 

                                                             Total Enclosed (Check)                                        $ ____________        

 

Special dietery restrictions? - contact J.J. Smith 703-299-1725 

Make check payable to:  2015 National Convention MOS&B  

Mail to:  J. J. Smith III, Adjutant, Virginia Society MOS&B, 401 Wilkes Street, Alexandria, VA  22314 
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Military Order of the Stars and Bars 78th National Convention 

Alexandria, Virginia July 9-11, 2015 
Thursday, July 9 

Hotel Monaco Alexandria 

General Executive Council meeting          1:00-3:00 pm 

Registration in the Lobby         5:00-6:00 pm 

Commander General’s Reception – open bar, hors d’oeuvres    6:00-7:30 pm 

Dinner on your own - Enjoy one of Alexandria’s fine restaurants 

Friday, July 10 

Hotel Monaco Alexandria 

Registration in the Lobby         7:30-9:00am 

Forrest Cavalry Corps Breakfast          8:00-9:00 am 

Convention Opening Ceremony          9:00-9:30 am 

Business Meeting          9:30-11:30 am 

Luncheon with speaker       12:00 noon-1:45 pm 

Arlington National Cemetery Tour         2:15-6:00 pm 

Christ Church Tour         2:15-3:30 pm 

Dinner on your own - Enjoy one of Alexandria’s fine restaurants. 

Saturday, July 11 

Hotel Monaco Alexandria 

MOS&B Prayer Breakfast         8:00-9:00 am 

Business Meeting          9:30-11:30 am 

Awards Luncheon       12:00-2:00 pm 

Free time in the afternoon. 

Commander General’s Banquet  

 Reception – open bar         6:00 pm 

 Dinner             7:00-9:00 pm 

Hotel Reservations: 
Call 1-800-368-5047.  Ask for special rate for Military Order of Stars and Bars or  

On-line: Go to their website - http://www.monaco-alexandria.com Click on Reservations  - Select your dates - Key in 
11580104146 in the Meeting/Group Code block - Click on Check Availability 

You will be redirected to our exclusive reservations page with our Military Order of Stars and Bars rates   

If you want to come earlier or stay later, you may be able to get the Stars and Bars rate depending upon availability. If are plan-
ning a pre or post attendance this summer, the sooner you make your reservation, the higher the likelihood you will receive the 
special rate for your entire stay. 
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The Chaplain General’s Thoughts 
By Raymond Holder 

The Year of the Promise 
 
 God’s love for us is eternal, knows no limits, is 
always there for us and He desires a personal relationship 
with each of us. This encompasses His promise to us as 
recorded in the Holy Bible. My bible interfaces God’s 
word for God’s promises. The Merriam-Webster diction-
ary defines a promise as a statement telling someone that 
you will definitely do something or that something will 
definitely happen in the future. Listed below is a limited 
list of God’s promises for us. Last year these were listed 
as predictions, but I believe God’s promises are a much 
more defining way to present them. The Bible is more ac-
curately presented as God’s promises for us from Genesis 
to the Revelation of St. John through the scarlet thread of 
God’s redemption by way of His offer of atonement for us 
through His son, Jesus Christ. 
 
 The Bible has the answers for our lives. 
 
God hears our prayers. Psalms 34:17 
 
The Holy Spirit moves to dwell in the hearts of His believ-
ers. 
 
God inhabits the praises of His people. Numbers 23:19 
 
There will be God-anointed preaching. Psalms 1:6 
 
God loves sinners like us. John 3:16-17 

 
God will pour out His blessings upon His people. 
 
There will always be room at the foot of the Cross. 
1:Cor., 1:18 
 
Jesus died on the Cross and rose the third day because  
 
He loves you and me. Philippians 1:6 
 
Jesus will save the lost. 
 
All we say and do this side of Heaven will be on the 
record. Rev. 20:12 
 
 A promise I have made for myself for 2015 is 
to continue to enjoy God’s love for me and His grace 
upon my life as an heir to the Kingdom of God as an 
adopted son/heir. This also involves a continuing obli-
gation on this His earthly saint. In the book of Matthew, 
22:36-40, Jesus was asked by a Pharisees what the 
greatest commandment is. Jesus answered with “You 
shall love the Lord your God with all that you have and 
you should love your neighbor as yourself”. Micah 6:8 
says clearly what God requires of us and that is to do 
justice, to love kindness/mercy and to walk humbly 
with your God. These are high standards indeed and the 
first step of this continuing life long journey is ours to 
accept. 

Waddell Chapter Recruits  
for New Members  

 
 The Capt. James I. Waddell Chapter 
No. 32 recruited for new members during the 
weekend of January 3-4, 2015 at the Old North 
State Military Collectors Show held at the NC 
State Fairgrounds.  The Chapter joined with the 
47th Regiment NC Troops SCV Camp, Wake 
Forest, and the Col. Leonidas L. Polk SCV 
Camp, Garner.  Several new members were 
recruited and several former members were 
convinced to reactivate their membership. 
 Photo Caption:  Capt. Waddell Chapter 
members shown left to right are Rick Miller, 
Chapter Adjutant Byron Brady, and Chapter 
Commander James Izzell. 
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New North Carolina  
Chapter Chartered 

 
WILMINGTON, NC: The Gen. William Henry Chase 
Whiting Chapter MOS&B chartered officially 
on November 24, 2014. The new Wilmington Chapter 
officers include Commander Donald Watson, Lt. Com-
mander George Valsame, and Adjutant Glenn Kye.  
Other charter members are Larry Brown, John Talley, 
III, Eric Machdo, and Charles Green. The Charter Ban-
quet will be held later in 2015. 
 

MOS&B National Awards  
Submittal Deadline Set  

for April 1, 2015  
 
 Annual MOS&B National Awards are presented 
once a year at the National Convention. Most are sub-
mitted by a member of the General Executive Council, 
Departmental Commanders or Society Commanders. 
These individuals have been sent the nomination forms 
and have been notified when nominations are due. 
Forms for submission have been furnished to all Society 
Commanders and will be made available on the Nation-
al website. All nominations for awards must be submit-
ted with written documentation that lists specific rea-
sons for the nomination.  Important - Please include the 
nominee’s full name and mailing address, and if he is a 
member, also include his membership number (all nom-
inations are placed in the members’ respective MOS&B 
digital records file folder).  Nomination forms should 
also contain the name and address of a contact person 
(usually the person submitting the nomination).  
 
 Chapter Commanders who wish to make nomi-
nations for National Convention Awards should work 
through their Society Commanders, utilizing the forms 
available on the national website. Nomination deadlines 
are important, as certificates must be printed and medals 
prepared. All interested parties should familiarize them-
selves with the nomination forms, and deadlines.   This 
year the deadline is April 1, 2015. 
 
 The Military Order of the Stars and Bars 
Awards should be distinctive and special while recog-
nizing those who have worked the hardest to advance 
the Order.  Please keep this fact in mind when nominat-
ing members from your Chapter and Society. 
 
 All nominations shall be submitted through the 
MOS&B Chairman of Awards, Byron E. Brady, 1332 

Garden Crest Circle, Raleigh, NC  27609 
(byronbrady@aol.com).  If submitting by email, the 
deadline for all awards nominations is April 1, 2015.  If 
submitting through the USPS system, all letters must be 
postmarked no later than March 25, 2015. 
 
 

Namesake of the  

Henry C. Grady  

Chapter No. 296 

Wadesboro, NC 
By David M. Edwards, NC Society Commander 

 In Union County, NC, a company known as the 
“North Carolina Defenders” was raised on September 16 
1861.  This company was mustered into service on No-
vember 20 and became Company D of the 37th North 
Carolina Infantry. 

   Henry C. 
Grady was five 
foot eight and ¾ 
inch, sandy haired, 
grey-eyed seven-
teen-year-old 
farmer when he 
enlisted with the 
company on Sep-
tember 16.   Mus-
tered in as a cor-

poral at Camp Fisher, Grady served faithfully.  

 In May 1862, the 37th Infantry was a part of 
Branch’s Brigade engaged in the Battle of Hanover Court 
House.  The regiment as a whole was badly cut up with 
about 275 killed, wounded, and missing.  Company D, 
under Captain Ashcraft, and Company E was sent to 
picket the Pamunkey River on May 26.  The next day the 
two companies and the 28th NC Infantry regiment found 
themselves separated from the rest of the Confederate 
forces by the 25th New York.  A fight occurred between 
these forces and the 25th New York was driven away.  
But the two picketing companies found themselves bet-
ween part of Porter’s V Corps and Stoneman’s cavalry.  
Captain Ashcraft led his men on an elusive escape back 
to Confederate lines, but many were captured in the pro-
cess.  One of these was Corporal Henry Grady. For the 
next month, Grady was a prisoner of war at Fort Colum-
bus in New York Harbor until he was paroled and trans-
ferred to Aiken’s Landing on the James River, Virginia. 
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 After returning to duty he was appointed 2nd Lieu-
tenant in October and soon after promoted to 1st Lieutenant 
on November 17, 1862 at Camp Lee near Winchester, Vir-
ginia.  The 37th was part of the newly created 2nd Corps of 
the Army of Northern Virginia commanded by Stonewall 
Jackson.  Leaving Winchester, they traveled down the Val-

ley Pike to New Market, then 
towards Madison Court House.  
A couple of weeks later found 
them in camp five miles south 
of Fredericksburg.  On De-
cember 12 they were ordered 
to move into the lines previ-
ously held by Hood’s division.  
This position was on a ridge 
with the Richmond, Frede-
ricksburg, and Potomac Rail-

road in the front.  They held this position until forced out by 
Gibbon’s Division during the Battle of Fredericksburg.  Al-
most running out of ammunition, the North Carolina Defen-
ders held on until driven back.  Many survivors called this 
battle one of the hardest fights the company was engaged in.  
After the battle, the 37th camped at Moss Neck for the win-
ter. 

 The spring of 1863 brought new engagements.  At 
Chancellorsville Company D participated in Stonewall Jack-
son’s famous flank attack, fighting on the Orange Plank 
Road.  Grady was wounded during this battle sometime in 
the later part of the battle.  He was sent to the General Hos-
pital No. 4 in Richmond, Virginia on May 6.  On May 7 he 
was transported to Charlotte, NC for thirty days leave.  

 After this heavy fighting at Chancellorsville, the 
Defenders found themselves back at Moss Neck on May 7.  
In June they were crossing the Blue Ridge Mountains near 
Chester Gap, then reaching Front Royal they crossed over 
the Shenandoah.  On June 24, the 37th crossed the Potomac.  
On the 27th they arrived near Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, 
and on the 30th neared Cashtown.  The next morning, Com-

pany D moved up Hagerstown Road to Gettysburg. 

 The 37th engaged the enemy and pushed them 
back to Seminary Ridge.  July 3, the Defenders were 
part of the Pickett-Pettigrew charge.  It was during this 
time that Captain Bost (who then commanded Company 
D) was wounded.  Bost was appointed Major on July 24 
and Grady was promoted to Captain on that same day.  
The 37th was in the area around Culpeper Court House 
during this time in recuperation from Gettysburg.  

   In October, the Defenders participated in the 
battle of Bristoe Station.  After wintering at Camp Lib-
erty Mills near the Rapidan River, they had a visitor in 
March 1864.  Governor Zeb Vance spent a few days 
checking on the condition of the North Carolina troops. 

 The month of May began with Grant launching 
his Overland Campaign.  The 37th fought at the battle 
of the Wilderness, then moved towards Spotsylvania.  It 

was here on May 12 that the 37th 
and others of Lane’s Brigade were 
ordered to charge and take some 
of Burnside’s artillery, which was 
causing considerable trouble.  The 
Yankee artillery fired a shell into 
the midst of Company D. Captain 
Grady was mortally wounded in 
the thigh and  several other men 
were wounded as well.  Grady 
died that day and is buried at the 
Confederate Cemetery in Spotsyl-
vania, Virginia.  Grady was 

twenty years old. 

Above: Grave Marker of Captain Henry C. Grady, 
Company D, 27th NC Infantry. 

   



Officer’s Call - January 2015 Page 16 

Letter Written by 1st Lt. John T. Gwyn, Company B, 26th VA Infantry 
Submitted by Adam Gaines 
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