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 The largest War Between the States battle that occurred 
in Florida was the Battle of Olustee (Ocean Pond).  Preparations 
for that campaign began in February, 1864, when troops com-
manded by Union General Truman A. Seymour embarked at Hil-
ton Head, South Carolina. Their immediate objective was an oc-
cupation of Jacksonville. The force could then disrupt transporta-
tion links, deprive the Confederacy of food supplies from central 
Florida, and capture cotton, turpentine and timber. If this invasion 

was successful, it would induce Unionists in east Florida to organize a loyal state government, provide electoral votes 
to Mr. Lincoln in the fall election, and black recruits for the Union army. 
 It was estimated that there were two million cattle in Florida which were feeding the armies of Generals Lee 
and Johnston. Slaughtered cattle were preserved with salt mined near the Gulf of Mexico or by smoking for shipping. 
 Federal preparations at Hilton Head concerned General P. G.  T. Beauregard, commander of the Confederate Depart-
ment of South Carolina, Georgia and Florida. Beauregard, correctly guessing the Federal objective was Florida, de-
tached reinforcements under General  Alfred H. Colquitt to bolster Florida's defenses. They were to march to Lake 
City and join the Confederate army being formed there to make a stand against the Yankees under the command of 
Brigadier General Joseph Finegan.   

 Federal General Gillmore encountered little resistance upon landing at Jacksonville. On Monday, February 8, 
he started his 5,000 man army moving west. They formed three lines of march running parallel with the Florida, At-
lantic, and Gulf Central Railroad. They were ordered to proceed to Camp Finegan, eight miles west of Jacksonville 
and capture the camp. They advanced in the darkness of night through a dense forest of pine trees. On several occa-
sions the guide lost the road. Once regained, the column hurried forward through bogs and swamps, over trunks of 
fallen trees, across shaky and rotten bridges, and over deep ditches, determined to catch the enemy off guard. Four 
posts were successively captured without firing a shot.  

 Moving quickly upon Camp Finegan, Yankee Colonel Henry caught the cavalry dismounted and the infantry 
just beginning to form a line. Lieutenant Colonel McCormick was commanding the 350 Confederate troops at Fi-
negan. Colonel Henry's advanced guard came so suddenly that they surrounded both Confederate flanks. Later Henry 
moved out after the fleeing rebel artillery and captured some 150 men and their wares.  

— Continued on Page 4 —  
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Commander General’s 
Message 

 

 Every year the Military Order of the Stars and 
Bars makes charitable donations for projects that help 
to preserve our Confederate heritage. Each year, we 
receive requests for money for a variety of projects. 
These applications are reviewed by our Donations 
Committee who then makes recommendations to the 

General Executive Council, (GEC). Final approval for all projects rests with 
the GEC. 

 This year we received a particularly heartwarming request from the Friends of Shockoe Hill Ceme-
tery, (FOSHC), in Richmond, Virginia. This organization has an ongoing project to determine the names of 
the soldiers who are buried there and to provide headstones for them. There are roughly 250 Confederate 
soldiers who are buried there in unmarked graves, as well as an unknown number of Union soldiers. Most 
of the graves were provided for the patients of the Richmond Alms House – a military hospital located di-
rectly across the street from the cemetery.   

 The first challenge that confronted FOSHC was to determine the names of the men who were bur-
ied there. That was just the first obstacle to be overcome. Once the 
name of a deceased soldier was known they then attempted to determine 
the individual’s next-of kin. As you may know, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs will only provide a headstone if the request is made by a 
family member. In cases where the next-of-kin cannot be determined, 
FOSHC asks organizations such as ours to “adopt a soldier” and pro-
vide the funding to purchase and install a headstone. That is exactly 
what MOS&B did through our Charitable Donations program. The FO-
SHC program is particularly redeeming because they will match any 
donation and provide a second headstone for another soldier who is bur-
ied there. 

 This year MOS&B purchased a headstone for Pvt. Jacob Seither, Company K, 14th Louisiana Infan-
try Regiment. A second monument was also installed in our name for an unknown soldier who died from 
drowning in 1862. We are indebted to the members of the Friends of Shockhoe Hill Cemetery for their un-
selfish and heartwarming work. Memories of the war continue to inflict a measure of pain on all of us. We 
salute the members of FOSHC for their dedication to preserve the memories of those individuals who 
fought for our cause. This program gives all of us a measure of closure for the souls of these brave men.  

   
Deo Vindice! 
  

Wm. Howard Jones 
Commander General  
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 The rebel camp was filled with turkeys, chickens, 
ducks, and geese, hogs hanging up freshly dressed, kettles 
of beef, plates of warm hominy and liver on the table. The 
Yankees enjoyed the bounty and then gathered up coats 
and swords that had been left behind, as well as arms and 
ammunition, two six-pound iron guns and a battle flag.  
 
 The Yankee Advanced Guard charged into the 
Southern camp at Ten Mile Station about midnight. The 
surprise yielded four field guns, two brass 12 pound rifles, 
two iron six pounders, along with men and stores. The 
Yankees rested there till 4 a.m. when they set out for 
Baldwin. Only ten prisoners were taken, but cotton, tur-
pentine, flour, rice, salt, molasses, sugar and large quanti-
ties of blankets and military clothing, and eight artillery 
pieces were captured.  
 
 The next morning, February 10, Colonel Henry 
moved his troops out of Baldwin and headed for Barber's, 
located on a bluff just east of the St. Mary's River.  
When the Union advanced party arrived at Barber's, they 
saw a seemingly deserted plantation.  Both Barber and his 
slaves were missing. Only a woman and two children 
were at the house...The Yankees asked her if any Confed-
erate force had passed through or been seen in the vicini-
ty. She assured them she had seen no soldiers for several 
days. The Yankees watered their horses, ate trail rations, 
and rested. Pickets reported the road descended in a gentle 
grade toward the St. Mary's River, was wide enough for 
two horses and was flanked near the top by pine trees.   
A bugle sounded, and a column of twos rode down the 
hill and approached the bridge. Immediately rifle shots 
shattered the air and bullets tore through the ranks. Alt-
hough the rifle fire was deadly accurate, there appeared to 
be only a small force of the Confederates. Captain Web-
ster rushed a company toward the river to ascertain the 
strength and position of the enemy and perhaps force his 
way across the river.  
 
 They immediately came under an enfilade of fire 
which dropped more men. They had encountered Major 
Robert Harrison’s 2nd Florida Cavalry.  Horses and riders 
wheeled off the road plunging into the brush between the 
pine trees. Dismounting soldiers quickly began replying 
with Spencer seven shot rifles.  
 
 Colonel Henry saw the enemy occupied an ex-
tremely strong position. He estimated their numbers at 
two to three hundred men. His forces, strung out for a half 
mile on the road behind him, totaled nearly a thousand. 
Although his command was in a precarious position, he 
had to escape and continue his mission. The Colonel de-
ployed a dismounted company with orders to charge 
down the road and cross the bridge to establish a position 
on the far side of the river. They soon began taking a hot 

fire from the Confederates well concealed behind bushes 
and stumps, and also discovered the bridge had been de-
stroyed.  
 Colonel Henry ordered a second company to join 
the first in another charge in an effort to ford the river.  
As they attempted to do so,  they found it too swift and 
too deep. The Confederates concentrated their fire on the 
advance. The exchange of fire was sharp, and the Yan-
kees found themselves stymied and forced to pull back. 
Moments later the soldiers heard the awesome sound of a 
cannon thundering its presence on the scene. A Union 
battery had unlimbered and diminished the Confederate 
fire.  
 Colonel Henry knew it was time to attack. He 
ordered the Cavalry to mount up and ford the river along 
with others charging on foot across the newly found ford. 
The cavalry successfully crossed the river and charged 
down the road firing at the enemy who began to retreat. 
The Yankees found themselves firing at a now running 
enemy who did not take time to mount their horses.   

 The Union loses were five men killed, and the 
Confederate losses were two dead and seventy men cap-
tured. Also captured were about sixty horses and a quanti-
ty of sabers, carbines, and pistols. After this, Colonel 
Henry reordered his troopers and put them on the move to 
make Sanderson before nightfall where they camped ten 
miles west of the St. Mary's.  They poured steaming cof-
fee into tin cups and dined on freshly roasted chickens 
taken from Sanderson residents. Spirits were high be-
cause they were only twenty miles from their objective, 
Lake City.  
 Confederate General Finegan had his force posi-
tioned near Olustee Station, located about ten miles east 
of Lake City.  There the Confederates found one of the 
few defensible locations in the area where the railroad 
passed through a narrow corridor or dry ground that was 
bordered by impassable swamps and bays to the south 
and a large body of water known as Ocean Pond to the 
north. The Southerners built strong earthworks and await-
ed the Federal advance. When Finegan learned of the ene-
my's approach on February 20, he ordered his cavalry 
forward to skirmish with the Federals and to drive them 
towards his main line.  

 Following the Florida, Atlantic and Gulf Central 
Railroad, Union commander Seymour led his 5,500 men 
toward Lake City. At approximately 2:30 in the afternoon 
of February 20, the Union force approached General Fi-
negan's 5,000 Confederates entrenched near Olustee Sta-
tion. Finegan sent out an infantry brigade to meet Sey-
mour's advance units and lure them into the Confederate 
entrenchments, but this plan went awry. The opposing 
forces met at Ocean Pond and the battle began. Seymour 
made the mistake of assuming that he was once again 
facing Florida militia units that he had previously routed 

- Sesquicentennial Article # 45 — From Page 1 -  
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with ease and committed his troops piecemeal into the 
battle. Finegan and Seymour both reinforced their en-
gaged units during the afternoon and the battle took 
place in open pine woods. The Union forces attacked 
but were savagely repulsed by withering barrages of 
rifle and cannon fire. 
 

 Confederate lines stretched for about one mile, 
north to south. Colonel Harrison commanded the Con-
federate left, and Colquitt the right, although the units of 
their brigades were somewhat intermingled.  

 To stop the southern advance, General Seymour 
hastily ordered forward more soldiers who stopped the 
Confederate advance, and the battle lines stabilized for a 
time. The Union commander would later be criticized 
for reacting slowly to an increasingly dangerous situa-
tion, and for deploying his forces piecemeal into the bat-
tle. The Federal lines were bordered by swamps on both 
flanks so there was little room to maneuver, and the 
field itself was an open pine barren with little cover.  

 The fighting during this middle period of the 
battle was particularly severe, with each side suffering 
heavy casualties. During this seesaw combat, the Con-
federates captured several Union artillery pieces and 
threatened to overwhelm the Federal infantry. Although 
the Yankees were under intense pressure, at a critical 
moment the surging Confederates began running low on 
ammunition. Men searched the pockets and cartridge 
boxes of their wounded and dead comrades to obtain 
additional rounds, but still the southern fire slackened. 
Several regiments held their place in line despite being 
completely out of ammunition. After what seemed to be 
an interminable delay, ammunition was brought forward 
from Olustee, along with the remaining reserves. With 
the arrival of these reinforcements, the Confederates 
again began advancing.  

 By late afternoon, General Seymour had real-
ized the battle was lost. To prevent a rout and to cover 
his retreat, he sent forward his last reserves.  However, 
the Union forces began their long retreat back to Jack-
sonville by dusk. Many wounded and a large amount of 
equipment had to be abandoned in the hasty retreat. For-
tunately for the Federals, the Confederate pursuit was 
poorly conducted.  That night the Federals retreated all 
the way back to Barbers. 

 Each side had about 5,000 men present. Confed-
erate losses were 93 killed, 847 wounded, and 6 miss-
ing, a total of 946. Union casualties were 203 killed, 
1,152 wounded, and 506 missing, a total of 1,861.  
The Yankees were pushed back until they occupied only 
the territory east of the St. John's River. Florida was not 
brought back into the Union until the war ended. 

Throughout the remainder of the war, Union troops fre-
quently raided out from Jacksonville to harass Confederate 
supply operations.  
 
 The Confederates continued to maintain their sup-
ply line and shipped beef to their troops until the end of the 
war.  
 
Karen Kay Esberger, Ph.D., R.N., is a retired nurse who is 
now President of Daffan-Latimer 37, the Chapter of the 
United Daughters of the Confederacy in Ellis County. For 
further information, see www.txudc.org 

 

 Request for Articles  
for the 

Upcoming  
Confederate War Journal 

 
 The theme of this year’s Confederate War 
Journal that will come out this coming November will 
be on the “Battle of Columbia, TN”, the “Battle of 
Nashville, TN” and the “Battle of Franklin, TN”.  All 
articles related to the officers and men that served in 
these battles are welcome. 
 Some officers that we would like articles on to 
include in this issue are, but not limited to, the follow-
ing: MG Benjamin Cheatam, LG John Bell Hood, 
MG Earl Van Dorn, Patrick Clerburne, William B. 
Bates, LG Stephen D. Lee, MG Edward “Allegheny” 
Johnson, State Right Gist, Otho F. Strahl, MG Wil-
liam W. Loring Nathan Bedford Forest, Abraham 
Buford, etc.  Articles on the various regiments and 
battalions that served in these battles are also wel-
come. 
 
 Please consider writing an article that the 
MOS&B can include in this issue that marks the 
150th Anniversary of the Columbia, Nashville, and 
Franklin campaign.  Send your articles to the attention 
of our Editor General, Jeff Sizemore, whose email is 
swampeditor@yahoo.com. 
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The Chaplain General’s Thoughts 
By Raymond Holder 

A Very Exceptional American 
 
 In my reading this past week, I read excerpts of 
a biography of an exceptional American who lived in 
the years 1779 to 1843. I’m writing about none other 
than Francis Scott Key, who is known for writing ‘’ 
The Stars Spangled Banner”. As I unfold the facts of 
his life, I am overwhelmed by the personal character of 
this great American.  
 His father was an officer in the Continental ar-
my, and was part of the landed gentry of Maryland. In 
1806, his sister married Roger B. Taney, who would 
later become Chief Justice of the United States. Key 
was appointed United States District Attorney from 
1833 until 1841. In 1832, Key served as the attorney 
for Sam Houston during his trial in the U.S. House of 
Representatives for assaulting another Congressman. 
He was a fervent supporter of Andrew Jackson. Several 
times he prosecuted slavery abolitionist. Also, he was a 
founder of the American Colonization Society which 
promoted sending slaves back to Africa. There is so 
much more of which he accomplished in his outstand-
ing legal career. Francis Scott Key was one of the lead-
ing attorneys of the United States of America during 
his time.  

 As impressive as his legal career, more 
impressive was his Christian Faith and how he 
lived that faith. He very seriously considered en-
tering the clergy of the Episcopal Church of 
Maryland as a young man, instead, he decided to 
become an attorney. He was a lay reader in his 
church and he regularly visited the sick and 
homebound. He was one of the founders of the 
American Sunday School Union, which and 
while he was on its board, launched the 1830 
Mississippi Valley Campaign. The goal was to 
establish a Sunday school in every town in a 1.3 
million square mile area within two years. Key 
was active in Washington to publicize and to 
raise money for it. After fifty years, 61,297 Sun-
day schools were started, reaching 2,650,784 
pupils. 
 Francis Scott Key was a poet, hymn writer, a 
United States district attorney, patriot and one of the 
more outstanding Christians citizens of our great 
country during his life time. The writing of The Star-
Spangled Banner is what he is known for in our his-
tory. There is so much more to the life and character 
of this great American than I have told to you. Re-
member, no matter how you feel, get up, dress up, 
show up, and never give up. Philippians 4:13, I can 
do all things through Christ who strengthens me.   

.  Abbeville Institute Lectures 
Get Educated! All of our Summer School and Scholars Con-
ference lectures are now available FREE for download at our 
website. There are over 140! Free! That is close to 200 hours 
of FREE education by leading scholars in Southern history, 
philosophy, religion, literature, and culture. Follow the link: 
  
http://www.abbevilleinstitute.org/lectures/  
 

Request for E-Mail and Mailing  
Changes 

 
We need your correct E-mail address and mailing address. We are 
sending out the “Officer’s Call” electronically; as well as, printed.  
Please make sure we have your current E-mail and physical ad-
dress. Contact us at headquarters@mosbihq.org so we may stay in 
touch. 
 

Submittal Entries 
 

MOS&B Officer’s Call Magazine welcomes submittals via 
e-mail to editor@mosbfl.org or swampedi-
tor@yahoo.com on or before the 5th day of the month.  
Pictures are welcome.  Please submit articles in Microsoft 
Word format or as plain text in your e-mail.   
 

BE SURE AND CHECK OUT  
THE MOS&B STORE  

WEB SITE 
 

NEW ITEMS HAVE BEEN ADDED  
IN ADDITION TO THE GREAT BUYS ON  

EXISTING ITEMS. 
 

http://
www.militaryorderofthestarsandbars.net/

store/ 

http://www.abbevilleinstitute.org/lectures/�
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Confederate Legacy 
Fund 

 

The Legacy fund gives our members the opportunity to 
make a real difference. There is no better time than right 
now to make a statement for our values and our cause. 
The Confederate Legacy Fund is the vehicle that assures 
our relevance for generations to come. 

We are extremely grateful to the members of The Con-
federate Legacy Legion of Merit. These men have cho-
sen to support the Order by donating $1000 or more to 
the Legacy Fund. We are indebted to all of our donors 
for their vision and their generosity. 

The Confederate Legacy Fund is an important part of our 
over-all financial plan. The contributions that are made 
by our members will remain intact for perpetuity. Only 
the interest that is generated from the fund will be spent. 
Our expenditures are limited to scholarships and projects 
that will preserve and enhance our Southern Heritage. 
Currently these types of expenditures are paid for from 
our general fund. The income generated from the Legacy 
Fund will eventually pay for all of these types of expend-
itures. 

MOS&B is a non-profit 501 (c) (3) corporation. As a 
result, all donations to the Legacy Fund are 100% tax 
deductible. In addition, many corporations will match the 
charitable donations made by its employees. Donating 
stocks is another excellent strategy for charitable dona-
tions. You can receive an income deduction for the full 
market value of a particular security. At the same time, 
you will avoid all capital gains tax on the transaction. 
There is no brokerage fee for this type of transaction. 

Please consider MOS&B’s Legacy Fund in your finan-
cial planning. Those members who make a one-time do-
nation of $1000 or more will receive the distinctive Con-
federate Legacy Legion of Merit neck ribbon and drop. A 
member may also qualify for the same award by utilizing 
one of our deferred payment plans. 

Your generosity is most appreciated. Membership in the 
Confederate Legacy Legion of Merit will assure that 
there is always adequate funding for scholarships and 
Southern heritage projects. Please consider the Confeder-
ate Legacy Fund in your financial planning.  

 

Sea Raven Press  
Offers Discount to MOS&B Members 

 
 Sea Raven Press publishes popular pro-South 
books by award-winning historian Lochlainn Seabrook. 
They are offering discounts to everyone associated with 
the Military Order of The Stars and Bars for bulk orders 
of their books. They have an extensive on-line 
bookstore and a list of available books may be found at: 
www.SeaRavenPress.com.  

 They are also preparing to turn Mr. Seabrook's 
screenplay about Nathan Bedford Forrest into a full-
length motion picture film and seeking financial support 
i.e. contributions and investments to launch the pro-
ject.  If you are interested in buying books in bulk or 
contributing to the movie project you may e-mail Cassi-
dy Ravensdale, Company President, at searaven-
press@gmail.com. 

 
About the Company: 
Sea Raven Press is an independent academic book pub-
lishing company located in Nashville, Tennes-
see, specializing in nonfiction family-friendly books for 
all ages on the American Civil War (from the South's 
perspective), Jesus, the Bible, spirituality, the Law of 
Attraction, theology, health, healing, the paranormal 
(ghost stories, UFOs), history, biography, social issues, 
mythology, etymology, family history, and genealogy. 
The Company takes great pride in producing well re-
searched, historically accurate, provocative books, with 
one-of-a-kind titles, timeless themes, easy-to-read inte-
riors, rare and original artwork, and lavishly designed 
covers. 
 
About the Author: 
Author Lochlainn Seabrook is the recipient of the pres-
tigious Jefferson Davis Historical Gold Medal.  His 
adult, teen, and children’s books have sold thousands of 
copies throughout the U.S., Canada, Europe, Russia, 
Australia, and Central and South America.  Known as 
the "new Shelby Foote," Lochlainn is a recognized his-
torian, Bible scholar, and popular Civil War scholar 
who has penned over two dozen South-oriented books 
on the War for Southern Independence. 
Lochlainn, also an acclaimed screenwriter, has just 
signed on with renowned filmmaker Christopher 
Forbes, to bring Lochlainn's screenplay (based on his 
award-winning book, "A Rebel Born: A Defense of Na-
than Bedford Forrest") to the big screen.   

http://www.SeaRavenPress.com�
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CIVIL WAR HISTORY 

JAMES COUNTRY MERCANTILE 

111 N. Main Liberty, MO 64068 

816-781-9473   FAX 816-781-1470 

jamescntry@aol.com   www.jamescountry.com 

 

 Everything Needed For The Living Historian! 

Ladies - Gentlemen - Civilian - Military 
Uniforms – Ladies Clothing  - Accoutrements—Weapons - Accessories 

YOUR PATRONAGE IS APPRECIATED! 

http://www.jamescountry.com/�
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Yeatman Insurance  
Insurance and Financial Services  

Larry Yeatman, Agent 
    Serving Missouri and Kansas 

5606 NE Antioch Rd 
Gladstone, Missouri 64119 

1-800-467-1514  
lyeatman@farmersagent.com 

Offering: 
 

Auto, Home, Life, 
Mutual Funds*, Variable Universal Life*,  
Variable Annuities*, IRAs*,  & 401(k)s* 

  

*Securi es offered through Farmers Financial Solu ons, LLC 
 Member FINRA & SIPC 

The Confederate 
Rose 

by Pam Wilhoite 
 
 On a dark night in early 
October 1864, the Union blockad-
er Niphon spotted the Condor, a 
new Confederate blockade runner, 
just off the coast of Cape Fear, 
North Carolina.  The Condor’s 

captain shifted his course to avoid the Niphon and 
grounded his ship about three hundred yards from the 
Confederate guns of Fort Fisher.  The sea rocked and 
the wind roared.  On board the Condor a lady pleaded 
with the captain to send her ashore in a boat and he re-
luctantly agreed.  Soon a large wave washed over the 
small boat, and the Confederacy lost her most famous 
female spy. 
 Rose O’Neal was born on a 560 acre Maryland 
plantation about 35 miles from Washington D.C.  When 
her father, John O’Neal, was murdered in 1817 Rose’s 
mother, Eliza, was left with five small daughters and 
large debts. Over the next few years, the 23 year old 

widow was forced to sell almost everything they owned. 
 When Rose and her sister Ellen were young teen-
agers, Eliza sent the sisters to live with their aunt, Maria 
Hill.   Maria and her husband ran the fashionable Capitol 
Hill Boardinghouse in Washington D.C on the site of to-
day’s Supreme Court.   Mrs. Hill sent the girls to school 
and taught them the social graces of the day.  But it was 
around the boardinghouse dinner table that Rose learned 
the political skills she would use for the rest of her life. 
Lonely, powerful congressmen and judges lived at the 
Hill’s house when Congress was in session.  At dinner 
with the boarders each evening, Rose grew to understand 
politics, patronage, and cronyism.  Rose developed a 
close, life-long friendship with John C. Calhoun, the fiery 
orator and Senator from South Carolina.  He was a strong 
supporter of the doctrine of nullification and believed that 
states had the right to peacefully leave the Union.  Cal-
houn most influenced the growth of Rose’s political phi-
losophy.  
 The O’Neal sisters were popular and considered 
beauties.  The marriage of their older sister Susannah into 
the wealthy Peter’s family opened doors into the upper 
echelon of society.  The girls were invited to diplomatic 
receptions, extravagant balls and Executive Mansion 
events where they met the most important citizens and 
foreign visitors.  Ellen married a nephew of the former 
first lady Dolly Madison and Rose became her protégé. 
Rose fell in love with Robert Greenhow and they were 
married in 1835.  Robert was trained as a doctor and law-
yer and spoke four foreign languages.  He worked as a 
translator at the State Department. 
 Soon Rose gave birth to the first of their eight 
children, five of whom died young.  In addition to her 
family responsibilities, Rose also worked hard as a social 
climber to cultivate valuable friendships. 
 Rose continued a close friendship with John Cal-
houn.  He often stayed at the Greenhow’s home when 
Congress was in session.  Rose sat by Calhoun’s bedside 
and nursed him during his final illness in 1850. 
James Buchanan was named Secretary of State by Presi-
dent Polk and became Robert’s boss.  He moved into a 
house located across the street from the Greenhow resi-
dence.  Soon Rose developed a close relationship with 
Buchanan and ultimately encouraged him to run for Pres-
ident.   
 In 1850, Robert resigned from the State Depart-
ment.  President Taylor sent him on a diplomatic mission 
to Mexico.  Leaving three daughters in D.C., Rose ac-
companied Robert.  A few months later the Greenhow 
family sailed for San Francisco where Robert opened a 
law office.  In late 1851, Rose left Robert in California 
and returned to D.C. where she gave birth to a daughter 
named Rose. 
 In 1854, Robert slipped off a planked road in San 
Francisco and died six weeks later from the injuries.  
Rose received a monetary award from Robert’s death 
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which gave her a nest egg on which to live comfortably in 
Washington. 
 Two years later Buchanan was elected president. 
Rose was a frequent guest of the president and a close advi-
sor.  Rose’s reign at the top of Washington society was 
short lived.  After Lincoln was elected president, war was 
inevitable. Washington D.C. was split into factions, yet 
Rose continued to regularly entertain both Northern and 
Southern sympathizers.  Later Rose admitted she was deter-
mined to court men of Northern sympathies before the war 
broke out, using both seduction and forethought to achieve 
her ends. Her most prominent conquest was Senator Henry 
Wilson from Massachusetts who was a member of the Sen-
ate Military Committee. At the same time, Rose courted 
young lieutenants, government clerks, secretaries and aides 
as well as their masters.  Presi-
dent Lincoln would soon come to 
know Rose as one of the “Secesh 
dames” in Washington. 
 In the spring of 1861, 
Captain Thomas Jordan, a quar-
termaster in the U.S. Army, asked 
Rose to help him organize a 
Southern espionage ring in the 
capital.  Jordon knew that Rose 
had access to top political and 
military officials, and he needed 
someone who would remain be-
hind to gather and forward intelli-
gence to the South.  Within two 
weeks after the fall of Fort Sum-
ter, Rose officially committed to 
lead a Confederate spy group in 
Washington.  Jordan, now Adju-
tant General of Confederacy, 
gave Rose a simple cipher that 
she was to use for all communi-
cations. Rose turned her home 
into the headquarters for secessionists, many of whom still 
held important jobs in the executive branch. 
 On July 9, 1861, Rose sent a beautiful young lady, 
Betty Duvall, to slip through the lines and reach General 
Beauregard.  The message provided a general warning that 
the Union was about to move toward Virginia and encour-
aged Beauregard to prepare for war.  Five days later she 
sent to Beauregard the message “Order issued for McDow-
ell to march upon Manassas tonight.”   
 After the Confederate rout of Union forces at Ma-
nassas, Virginia (known as the Battle of Bull Run in the 
North) on July 21, 1861, Rose received this message from 
Jordan “Our President and our General direct me to thank 
you.  We rely upon you for further information.  The Con-
federacy owes you a debt.”   
 After Manassas, friends encouraged her to go south.  
But she was determined to stay, even at her own peril.  She 
believed she could be a great service to the Confederacy 

given her “remarkable facilities for obtaining infor-
mation.”  Her continuing espionage was so effective 
that Union General McClellan is quoted as saying bit-
terly “She knows my plans better than Lincoln or the 
Cabinet, and has four times compelled me to change 
them.” 
  Rose was believed by President Lincoln and 
General McClellan to be acting as a Confederate spy. 
McClellan hired the famous detective Allan Pinkerton 
to set up a Union Secret Service.  Soon he was trailing 
Rose.  Neighbors noticed men lurking near the Green-
how residence.  Pinkerton noted with interest the 
prominent men who visited Rose regularly.  At first 
Rose believed that the men shadowing her actions 
were assigned to protect her. 

 On the morning Au-
gust 23, 1861 while out for a 
walk, Rose was warned by a 
friend that she was to be ar-
rested.  She took a handwrit-
ten note from her pocket, 
popped it in her mouth and 
swallowed it. Upon returning 
to her home, Rose was met at 
her front door by Pinkerton. 
He ordered that she be de-
tained in her home which 
would be become known as 
“Fort Greenhow.”  For over a 
week, detectives searched her 
home and her person.  Other 
women in her spy ring were 
also held at the Greenhow 
residence. 
 Rose was offered the 
opportunity to go south if she 
would take the Oath of Alle-
giance which she refused.  
She continued to taunt the 

secret service as she slipped messages and coded let-
ters to the outside.  Much to the embarrassment of Un-
ion officials, two of Rose’s letters describing a dys-
functional Washington government were printed in 
newspapers in both the South and North.  Rose was 
now placed in complete isolation and watched contin-
ually, even when dressing and sleeping. 
 Extremely concerned that Rose would soon be 
permitted to travel to the Confederacy, Pinkerton re-
ported to the provost marshal in November that she 
was a threat to the Union.  “Since the commencement 
of this rebellion, this woman from her long residence 
at the capital, her superior education, her uncommon 
social powers, her very extensive acquaintance among 
and her active association with the leading politicians 
of this nation has possessed an almost superhuman 
power, all of which she has most wickedly used to 
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destroy the Government.  She has used her almost irresisti-
ble seductive powers to win to her aid persons who were 
holding responsible places of honor and of profit under the 
Government so that she might through them obtain infor-
mation known only to the agents of the Government.” 
 On January 18, 1862, after five months of deten-
tion, Rose was transferred to the Old Capitol Prison.  Iron-
ically, the building had been the Hill’s Boarding House 
thirty years earlier when Rose first arrived in Washington.  
Now it was to be her prison. The prison was filthy and the 
stench overwhelming.  Rose and her daughter were taken 
to a small room at the back of the building, away from any 
public view.   Their cell held a straw bed with dirty cotton 
sheets and one old feather pillow, wooden chairs, one table 
and a glass.  The daily routine was harsh, spent mostly in 
isolation with very little to eat.  The cot contained bed 
bugs.  Little Rose would cry at night “Oh Mamma, the bed 
hurts me so much.” 
 On March 17, 1862, Rose was visited by Union 
Major General John Adam Dix.  He offered Rose the op-
portunity to be quietly released if only she would stop 
hurling insults at the guards and discontinue actions de-
signed to embarrass the President.  Rose refused. 
 Twelve days later Rose was taken to the provost’s 
office where she was to be tried before a three man com-
mission.   She was charged with aiding the enemy.  
Throughout the session, Rose remained defiant and re-
fused to confess to any crime.  She was returned to the Old 
Capitol Prison. 
 On May 31, 1862, Rose received word she and 
Little Rose were to be sent south.  They boarded a carriage 
for Baltimore, never to return to home.  At Fort Monroe, 
Rose signed a parole promising not to return to the Union 
for the duration of the war.  Five days later they arrived in 
Richmond, the capital of the Confederacy.  President Da-
vis visited Rose the next day and thanked her profusely for 
her efforts, especially the information prior to the Battle of 
Manassas. 
 Living was expensive in Richmond and by Au-
gust, Rose was struggling financially.  She had left her 
home and all her other assets in Washington D.C.  On Au-
gust 1, President Davis sent her a check for $2,500 “as an 
acknowledgement of the valuable and patriotic service 
rendered by you to our cause.” 
 Davis had another job for Rose.  He would send 
her across the Atlantic as an emissary in an attempt to gain 
recognition for the Confederacy from England and France.  
Rose was to finance her trip with “white gold.”  On Au-
gust 5, Rose and her daughter, Little Rose, boarded the 
blockade runner Phantom with Rose’s 540 bales of cotton.   
After arriving in England on September 13, Rose used 
every opportunity possible to meet important people and 
press her case for recognition of the Confederacy.  For 
over a year she met top English and French officials and 
dined with leaders of society.  She also found a publisher 
for her prison memoir and placed ten year old Little Rose 

in a French convent school.   
 On January 2, 1864, Rose wrote to President 
Davis that she believed there was little support for the 
South in Europe.   By fall, it was apparent that Rose 
had failed to persuade the countries to recognize the 
Confederacy, and it was time to go home.    
 At 3 a.m. on October 1, 1864, the captain of 
the blockade runner Condor, on which Rose had trav-
eled back to America, sited two rows of Union block-
aders as they approached the Wilmington harbor.  
While taking evasive action the ship ran aground 300 
yards from the Confederate Fort Fisher.  Terrified of 
another Union prison, Rose insisted that she be per-
mitted to go ashore.  Immediately upon launching the 
lifeboat, a large wave washed Rose and the small crew 
overboard.    
 At daylight Rose’s body was found on shore.  
She was dressed in a black silk dress.  Around her 
neck was a pouch on a heavy gold chain.  Inside were 
300 gold coins, the proceeds from sale of her memoir.  
Other gold coins were found sewn in her clothing.  
Rose was buried with full military honors in Wilming-
ton.  Her casket was carried by high level Confederate 
officers to Oakdale Cemetery.  She rests today beneath 
a simple marble cross engraved “Mrs. Rose O’Neal 
Greenhow.  A Bearer of Dispatches to the Confederate 
Government.”  The South had lost its greatest heroine. 
 
Pam Wilhoite, a retired CPA, serves as president of 
Parsons’ Rose #9, Texas Society Order of Confederate 
Rose in Waxahachie, Texas.  She is a 2013 recipient of 
MOS&B’s Varina Howell Davis award.   
 

Patrick  
Clerburne 

Prints For Sale 
A print such as this one is 
available for sale for $100.00 
each.  The print is drawn by 
Samuel J. Massey and the 
proceeds from the print sales 
go to fund the Arkansas Soci-
ety Scholarship Fund. 

 

Please send your inquiries to purchase a copy of this 
print to  mosbcg@cox.net.  Your participation in this 
worthwhile project is greatly appreciated. 
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