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 In July,1861, Lieutenant Colonel John R. Baylor, part of Rip Ford’s Brigade, 
led 400 members of the 2nd Regiment, Texas Mounted Rifles to occupy Fort Bliss, near 
El Paso, Texas. They marched north into the Mesilla Valley where they skirmished 
with the 7th US Infantry and took Fort Fillmore.   Baylor named southern New Mexico 
the “Confederate Territory of Arizona.” 
 In the meantime, Colonel Henry H. Sibley presented a plan to President Davis 
for the Confederacy to occupy New Mexico, neutralize the Mexican states of Chihua-
hua and Sonora by negotiation and seize the mines of Colorado. Then they would cap-
ture the seaports of Los Angeles and San Diego.   
 Surprisingly, Davis approved the plan and appointed Sibley a brigadier gen-
eral with authority to recruit a brigade. By the late summer, 1861, Sibley’s Brigade had 
been mustered in at San Antonio. In war records, components of the brigade are re-
ferred to as “1st, 2nd, and 3rd Regiments, Sibley’s Brigade, Texas Mounted Volunteers; 
and as the 4th, 5th, and 7th Texas Cavalry Regiments.” 
 This 3,200-man brigade, with herds of cattle, and 3,000 mules pulling a supply 
train of 300 wagons set out for El Paso on October 31, 1861. There Sibley incorporated 
Colonel Baylor’s units and called it the “Confederate Army of New Mexico.”   
 In early 1862, Sibley began a march to Fort Craig, New Mexico where Federal 
Colonel Edward R. Sprigg commanded 3,810 men. Among those men was Colonel Kit 
Carson’s First New Mexico Volunteer Regiment.  Upon reaching Craig, Sibley decided 
it was too strong to be taken by assault.  Instead, he initiated the Battle of Valverde on February 21 in order to control the 
Valverde Fords, five miles north of Craig. Sibley left the field, supposedly ill.  Initially, the Confederates were driven back, but 
Confederate Colonel Tom Green made a bold counterattack against the Union left flank which collapsed, and Canby ordered his 
Yankees back inside the fort. 
 In spite of low morale, a shortage of supplies, and cold weather, Sibley marched his troops north toward Albuquerque.  
The Confederates also occupied Santa Fe, the territorial capital.  
From there, Sibley sent his men, under Major Charles Pyrone, toward Fort Union, the major federal supply depot of the South-
west. Colonel John P. Slough brought a 1,340-man Yankee unit to meet them.  On March 26, 1862, the forces clashed at Apache 
Canyon with the loss of 94 Texans. This was the first Rebel defeat in the New Mexico Campaign. Pyrone fell back to his old 
camp at the western mouth of the canyon.  
 A Confederate messenger soon arrived at the Confederate camp sixteen miles south in Galisteo. Wasting no time, the 
Confederates formed up 1,000 troops and began their difficult march north to Apache Canyon, arriving around 3:30 a. m. There, 
they dug in and awaited the dawn and the inevitable Federal attack.  
   
(- Continued on Page 5 - ) 

General Henry H. Sibley 
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Commander General’s Message 
Farewell Message 

 
 This is the last printed Officer’s Call for my administration. Because this will reach the broadest 
number of members, I am electing to give my farewell message to the Order at this time. I would like to 
begin by expressing my gratitude for having had the opportunity to serve as your Commander General for 
the past two years. The two years have gone quickly. I would like to express my personal appreciation to 
our compatriots that have served with me on the General Executive Council and the General officers of the 
Order. My two years have been blessed with a good collegial team effort. 
 In the Fall 2012 GEC meeting, the finishing touches were made to the Bylaws of the Order, which 
were then engrossed, and attended by a moratorium on all further Bylaws or Constitutional change for the 
balance of my administration. Focus was then given to the production of the 75th Anniversary Book of the Order and a planned 
Addendum. The records of the Order were completely computerized, and the location of IHQ at White House, Tennessee, was 
finalized. During the course of my administration, my wife and I met with the membership in sixteen of our eighteen constituent 
societies. Everywhere that we went we were met with true Southern hospitality. 
 I will be succeeded by a dedicated leadership. Some of whom were interviewed at the Spring GEC meeting at Stone 
Mountain, Georgia. Others are announcing to the Order there willingness to serve in this edition of the Officer’s Call. The lead-
ership for the next two years will be finalized at the Charleston Convention. I hope that all who are able to attend will do so. It 
promises to be a great Convention. My best wishes and support are extended to the new administration that will be installed 
there. 
 

Deo Vindice! 

Toni Turk 
Commander General 

Chaplain General’s Thoughts 
The Undefeated 

 
 What were the thoughts of Robert E. Lee as he stepped out alone onto the porch of the 
McLean house at Appomattox after surrendering his forces on that fateful day of April 9th of 
1865? Although history tells us the South was defeated in their fight for independence, our cause 
is far from lost as is a history of the southern struggle written by Edward A. Pollard in his book 
“The Lost Cause”.   
 Did Jesus’s disciples think their cause was lost? A strong argument could be made for their feelings to that 
effect.  Their feeling could be summed up in Job 14:14a which says “If a man dies, will he live again?” We all know 
the rest of the story, the story of EASTER. So often, success comes disguised as defeat. Thomas Edison is credited 
for saying that people miss opportunity because it comes dressed in overalls and looks like work. I have been found 
guilty of such, myself. 
 When our GIs, Marines, and Sailors of the greatest generation came home after World War II to continue to 
build the South we live in, they had let out to our northern brethren, what a great place the south is. They started 
coming south in droves. My point is that the darkness of our defeat had a silver lining. The silver lining in my opin-
ion is the faith of our fathers living still in our churches of faith. Our South is living again. As our Lord died on the 
Cross for the penalty for our sins, the old south also died in the ashes of our great struggle for independence. God 
always has greater ambitions for us than we ourselves have. The truth is our beloved country could not survive with-
out the south. We are undefeated in our faith and spirit. We will still wonder what Robert E. Lee thought as he stood 
briefly on the porch of the Mclean house on that April morning of 1865, but Job says in Job 19; 25 “I know my Re-
deemer lives and in the end, He will stand upon the earth”.  

Raymond Holder 
Chaplain General 
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Please Update 
Your  

Contact  
Information 

 
 Being an all-volunteer 
organization, the MOS&B is al-
ways seeking ways to make the 
administrative functions more effi-
cient. Part of this was moving our 
email operations to a new system 
that lets our members update their 
own contact information. In addi-
tion to the email address, the sys-
tem can also include the physical 
mailing address and phone num-
ber. 
 
 To add your mailing ad-
dress, phone number, or make any 
other changes to your record, 
please go to the following  link 
into your web browser: 
 
http://
militaryorderofthestarsand-
bars.us7.list-manage1.com/profile?
u=65fff28d354813006a377a138&i
d=b6e8100400&e= 
 
 Please take just a moment 
to add your mailing address and 
phone number so that we can build 
a system that allows us to do a 
better job of keeping in touch with 
you. 
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(Continued From Page 1—Sesquicentennial Series #42 Article) 

 Glorieta Pass was a strategic location, situated at the 
southern tip of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains, southeast of 
Santa Fe, and on the Santa Fe Trail. The main battle took 
place on March 28. The 1,100 Texans attacked and counterat-
tacked through the afternoon. The 900 Yankees soon retired 
leaving an impression that the Confederates had won. How-
ever, a Yankee detachment had happened to find the unguard-
ed Texas supply train.  Of course, Major John M. Chivington 
led them to capture all the ammunition, baggage, food, and 
medicines.  So the battle was a Union victory. This stopped 
the Confederate incursion into the Southwest. 
 Interestingly, General Sibley had remained in Albu-
querque the entire time and was not present at either battle of 
Apache Canyon or Glorieta Pass.  
 The Texans withdrew from Albuquerque after Yan-
kee General Canby led 1200 men into the “Battle of Albu-
querque” which was, in reality, a brief artillery shelling. 
Some wounded and eight brass howitzer cannons were left 
behind. 
 Canby later attacked the straggling, retreating col-
umn.  Since local resources were obviously too meager to 
support both armies if the Yankees took prisoners, Canby let 
the Confederates continue their retreat.  Then Sibley disas-
trously led his men through the San Mateo Mountains. The 
Confederates spent June near Fort Bliss refitting.  In July 
small parties departed for San Antonio.  
 Confederate Colonel William Steele, who had been 
left with 600 men to cover the Mesilla Valley, also retreated 
to Texas after Yankee General James Henry Carleton led 
1,400 men across the Arizona deserts to face them. 
 Of the 3,200 troops that had been at Fort Bliss in the 
winter of 1861-1862, about 500 died and approximately 500 
were taken north as prisoners of war to Kansas or Illinois.  
They were later exchanged in September, 1862. 
 
Karen Kay Esberger, Ph.D., R.N., is a retired nurse who is 
now President of Daffan-Latimer 37, the Chapter of the Unit-
ed Daughters of the Confederacy in Ellis County. For further 
information, see www.txudc.org 
 

Candidate Announcement for  
Army of Tennessee Commander 

 
 I do hereby submit 
my name in candidacy for 
the office of Commander of 
the Army of Tennessee.  My 
credentials for this office are 
as follows. 
   I have been a mem-
ber of the Military Order of 
Stars and Bars since the year 
of 2000.  I initially joined in 
Pensacola Florida on the 

record of Captain Melville Beveridge Cox of the 45th Virginia 
Infantry and have later found several other officers.  I am also 
a member of the Sons of Confederate Veterans and several 
other heritage groups 

   I helped with the founding of the St. John Richardson 
Liddell Chapter in Baldwin County Alabama.  I have served as 
Adjutant and Commander of the Chapter as well as Alabama 
State Adjutant.  I have served the last two years as an AOT 
Councilor on the General Executive Council.  I have also assist-
ed in planning and executing one national and one state conven-
tion as well as several memorials, Lee/Jackson nights and other 
special occasions.   
   If elected, I pledge to attend all GEC meetings unless 
there is an overwhelming reason not to.  This has been my prac-
tice and I have attended every Convention since I joined except 
one and that was to have emergency heart surgery.  
 
Bert Blackmon,  
Bay Minette Alabama 
 

The Past is Present 
By Larry Martin 

Genealogist General  
(ATM & National-at-Large) 

 
 Since I took over as Genealogist General, I was as-
signed the duty of reviewing and approving the genealogy of 
applications for National and Army of Trans Mississippi and 
keeping the Ancestry database for the M.O.S.B updated and 
correct. As I have always loved the History of our nation and its 
heroes I have lately come to love it even more by being privi-

leged to touch the past 
with my research into 
the Officers of the Con-
federacy and the Elect-
ed officials of the Con-
federate States of 
America. These men 
were true patriots as we 
all know and are all 
worthy of respect and 
emulation. Each new 
applicant opens a new 

door to the past, researching each generation to get to the ances-
tor that qualifies them for membership of this fine organization.  
 With each new email from Sigmund Reckline, our Ad-
jutant, I look forward to delving into the lives of the men we call 
patriot. Many times over I have told Sig,”how cool is this?” Or 
that this family line, of men I studied in school, are still alive 
and thriving today. 
 I won’t divulge personal information to anyone, but 
some of the latest applications hold such figures, we all need to 
know they are still with us by bloodline. One of the newest 
member’s Confederate relation was total fascination to me, a Lt. 
John Jackson “Bushwhacker John” Kirkland. He served in Com-
pany B, 3rd Infantry Regiment, and Army of Tennessee from 06 
Jun 1861 to 1865 after the surrender at Appomattox. What I 
have discovered was he was a good commander and truly put the 
“skeer” into the Union forces in his area of operations. 
 Another application was for Colonel John Ross Hart of 
the 6th Georgia Cavalry, a revered figure in the war down in 
Georgia, his record in the war speaks well for him.  
 Then there was one application made me truly love 

http://www.txudc.org/�
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what I do, a descendent of General Thomas Jonathan 
“Stonewall” Jackson joined our ranks, it, is truly a pleasure to 
learn that his family is alive and well today. To read of General 
Jacksons life, learning his officers in his command also lead 
church services, taught men to read the bible and lead them so 
well in war and when off the line. 
 I truly enjoyed the application for Lt. Commander 
James Iredell Waddell, of the Confederate States Navy. He 
served the South from 27 Mar 1862 until 06 Nov 1865 when he 
surrendered the ship he Commanded, the CSS Shenandoah. He 
took command of her, fitted her out for war, fought so well on 
the high seas and as a gentleman disarmed her and sailed her 
home.  
 There are many applications from 2nd Lieuten-
ant’s ,Captains, Majors and even Judges family members who 
served the Confederate States that stood out as well and are truly 
fascinating to research and document for the M.O.S.&B. 
 And then there were also the ones from a descendant of 
General Nathan Bedford Forrest. And the 2nd Great Grandson of 
Admiral Raphael Semmes of the Confederate States Navy, These 
heroes’ family lines are still out there today. 
 Then there was the application that truly touched my 
own family tree. A descendant of Lt. Colonel Upton Hays, 1st 
Missouri Cavalry, 8th Division, Missouri State Guard was one 
that sticks in my mind most. As I read the 1st Cavalry history and 
researched the unit roster one name stuck out big time for me, 
one Charles C. Martin from Holt Missouri enlisted in the 1st Cav-
alry in Missouri when it was first formed and served with the 
unit until he was transferred to the newly formed 9th Missouri 
Sharpshooters under Major Lebbeus A.Pindall. That man is my 
Great Grandfather. I mean how cool is that? Really seeing a per-
sonal connection to another across time makes you proud of all 
who served the south so nobely,but also to respect the Officers 
and Civilian Authority who lead the South in its quest for free-
dom of all who called it home then and who call the south home 
today. We owe them a debt of gratitude for leaving home, leav-
ing family, leaving pretty much all they knew, to repel the illegal 
invasion of the south. Many served, many paid the ultimate sacri-
fice leading valiant men in battle, but as history shows us, many 
live on in the descendents who honor them today. 
 I am proud to be able to serve the Military Order of 
Stars and Bars as one of the Genealogist Generals and look for-
ward to many more years assisting men join our ranks to honor 
those brave men we descend from. 
 
Larry Martin 
  

Candidate Announcement 

for  
ATM Commander 

Wayne Snodgrass, Commander, Colorado Society 

9444 East Orchard Drive, Greenwood Village, CO 80111 

720-346 1226   email wsinmd@comcast.net      

 I am pleased to announce my candidacy for the office of 
Commander for the Army of Trans Mississippi.  I have been 

successful in revitalizing 
both our membership and 
our organization in Colora-
do. 

 We first reactivated 
our Major Chatham Rob-
erdeau Wheat Chapter #297 
and planned a full year of 
activities. As the member-
ship grew from 8 to 16 we 
became eligible to apply for 
full Society status.  We be-
came the Colorado Society 

in October 2012.  Since then, we have had three MOS&B 
business meetings with programs, two outstanding MOS&B 
Christmas Parties in the homes of our members, two joint 
MOS&B/SCV Lee-Jackson Dinners, two joint MOS&B/SCV/
UDC Confederate Memorial Days, and the Colorado Society 
MOS&B Annual Meeting with four outstanding speakers in-
cluding our CG Toni Turk.  This year the Colorado MOS&B 
will establish and sponsor, during the month of June, the Jef-
ferson Davis Luncheon with dual speakers for the program. 

 We increased our membership to 19 active members 
and we currently enjoy cooperative activities with the Colora-
do Division of the Sons of the Confederate Veterans and the 
Colorado United Daughters of the Confederacy, yet we main-
tain our own identity and mission and business meetings. 

 I believe that we can improve the MOS&B and in-
crease membership by encouraging and helping our State So-
cieties and Chapters to become more active and to offer inter-
esting programs.  I am currently in leadership positions with 
three other non profit organizations which I will graduate 
from during this year.  This will free up personal time to focus 
on our Order.  If elected, I plan to attend all General Execu-
tive Committee meetings and give the MOS&B top priority in 
my activities. 

My biography includes: 

    *    Married to Dottie for 47 years, two daughters, three 
grand children 

    *    All FOUR of my great grand fathers served in the Army 
of Northern Virginia 

    *    BS Electrical Engineering and BS Industrial Engineer-
ing from VA Tech 

    *    43 years in Aerospace and Defense Companies serving 
in engineering and manufacturing, then Operations/Program 
management, then Corporate Management.  Retired as Vice 
President of Northrop Grumman Corporation, Electronics 
Sector. 

    *    Past memberships in 22 non-profit organizations: 
served on the boards of 12, and served as President of 5. 

      

mailto:wsinmd@comcast.net�
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CIVIL WAR HISTORY 

JAMES COUNTRY MERCANTILE 

111 N. Main Liberty, MO 64068 

816-781-9473   FAX 816-781-1470 

jamescntry@aol.com   www.jamescountry.com 

 

 Everything Needed For The Living Historian! 

Ladies - Gentlemen - Civilian - Military 
Uniforms – Ladies Clothing  - Accoutrements—Weapons - Accessories 

YOUR PATRONAGE IS APPRECIATED! 

http://www.jamescountry.com/�
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Candidate  
Announcement 

for  
ANV Executive 

Councilor 
 I am announcing as a 
candidate for the office of Counci-
lor for the Army of Northern Vir-
ginia Department Military Order 
of the Stars & Bars.  I have been 
very successful in organizing both 

my home MOS&B Chapter and the North Carolina Society.  I 
now would like to have the opportunity to use my organizational 
skills and abilities to promote and grow the national organiza-
tion. 

 I joined the MOS&B in 1988 while forming the Capt. 
James I. Waddell Chapter No. 32 in Raleigh, NC.  At one time 
this chapter reached a peak membership of 49 members prior to 
the split between the SCV and MOS&B.  The Chapter has re-
cently experienced a revitalization and our membership has re-
bounded with many new members and membership reactiva-
tions.  I currently serve as Chapter Adjutant and Editor of The 
Shenandoah.  We are most proud of our sponsorship of the An-
nual Robert E. Lee Birthday Celebration held each January 19th 
at the NC State Capitol (now in it’s 25th year) and the flying of 
the Stars & Bars over the Capitol Dome on that day.  

 On the North Carolina Society level, I currently serve as 
Society Adjutant and Editor of Farthest To The Front under cur-
rent Commander David Edwards.  Previously I served as Society 
Adjutant from 1997-99 under then Society Commander Albert 
Jones. 

 On the national level, I have served four Commander-
Generals while editing Officer’s Call from 1992-96 and from 
1998-2002.  I served Commander-General Albert Jones as his 
Chief of Staff from 2000-02 and was honored to be awarded the 
Robert E. Lee Chalice in 2001. 

 I think one of the many challenges that we face is mem-
bership retention.  I have been successful in recent years of reac-
tivating previous members of my Chapter and have requested 
that a separate line be added to the Chapter Annual Report to 
record membership reactivations.  I also think that the key to any 
successful organization is effective communication and I credit 
newsletters, email, and now social media as the major factors for 
growing our organization.  I also think we should be more ag-
gressive in recruiting at events that attract the type of members 
we are looking for such as Battle Reenactments, and reunions 
and conventions of other historical organizations. 

 I have recently retired after a thirty-eight year career in 
the field of Civil Engineering and now have more time to devote 
to my first love:  Preserving the memory and history of our be-
loved Confederacy and those who fought to protect and defend 
it.  If elected I plan to attend every meeting of the General Exec-

utive Council and to be as active in the Order as I possibly 
can.  

Byron E. Brady, Adjutant – North Carolina Society 

1332 Garden Crest Circle, Raleigh, NC  27609 

(919) 622-0606 

byronbrady@aol.com 

 

Biography 

Personal: Life-long Moravian  

Education: 1974 - Associate Degree in Applied Science, Cape 
Fear Community  College, Wilmington, NC 

1985 - BS in Civil Engineering, NC State University, Raleigh, 
NC. Attended NC State on the Mary B. Poppenheim Memori-
al UDC  national scholarship   

My Ancestor: Capt. Peter Perkins Davis, 64th Virginia Militia, 
the older brother of my SCV Ancestor - Pvt.Laban J. Davis, 
Co. H, 24th Regt., Virginia Infantry 

1973-75: Member - Children of the Confederacy.  Served as 
Chapter President,  NC Division President, Custodian-
General, and Editor of The Dixie Record. Recipient of the 
Mrs. John M. Wilcox Trophy for the National Most Outstand-
ing Member in 1975 

1975 & 1991: Recipient of the UDC Jefferson Davis Medal  

1975-Present:  Member - Sons of Confederate Veterans.  
Served as Camp Commander, NC Division Adjutant & Com-
mander, and Editor of The Carolina Confederate 

1988-Present:   Member - Military Order of the Stars & Bars - 
Capt. James I. Waddell Chapter No. 32 MOS&B, Raleigh, 
NC.  Served as Chapter Commander, Adjutant, and Editor of 
The Shenandoah 

2007-Present:   Member - Sons of the Revolution. Serves as 
Editor of The Fife & Drum.  

2008-Present:   Member - Sons of the American Revolution. 

 

Submittal Entries 
 

MOS&B Officer’s Call Magazine welcomes submittals 
via e-mail to editor@mosbfl.org or swampedi-
tor@yahoo.com on or before the 5th day of the month.  
Pictures are welcome.  Please submit articles in Mi-
crosoft Word format or as plain text in your e-mail.   
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Terry’s Texas Rangers 
by Karen Kay Esberger 

 
 Texas provided more cavalry to the Confederacy than 
did any other state, and Texans had a wonderful reputation for 
riding skills and nerve.  One of the most famous was “Terry’s 
Texas Rangers” founded by Benjamin F. Terry, Thomas Lub-
bock, and John A. Wharton. 
 Lubbock went to Montgomery, Alabama, in April, 
1861, to obtain authority to raise a command.  However, he was 
not able to secure the desired commission.  The Confederate 
War Department thought that it did not need to organize troops 
so far away as Texas, that it would cost too much to transport 
troops that far, that enough men would enlist nearer the sites of 
the battles, and that the war would be over very soon. Lubbock 
argued against those points without success. 
 In June newspapers reported armies gathering around 
Richmond and Washington, and that battle was imminent.  Terry 
and Lubbock were determined to be in the first fight and left for 
Richmond immediately. Contacts in Virginia were able to get 
positions for them as volunteer aides on General Longstreet’s 
staff.  They served at First Manassas.  Longstreet’s report of the 
battled indicated that they took an active part in it. 
 The opinion at the Confederate War Department quick-
ly changed after First Manassas.  No one now believed that the 
war could be fought without using troops from different states.  
Terry and Lubbock were authorized to raise a regiment for the 
Confederate army.  Each company was to consist of one captain, 
one first lieutenant, two second lieutenants, four sergeants, four 
corporals, one blacksmith, two musicians, and from sixty-four to 
one hundred privates.  Over a thousand volunteers from the 
Coastal Plains area responded to the call. Each was required to 
provide his own carbine or shotgun, a colt revolver, a Bowie 
knife, and tack.  These men were perfect examples of the excep-
tional horsemanship of the great cattle ranches and plantations of 
the era. 
 The recruits gathered near Houston, Texas, where most 
companies were officially mustered into Confederate service, but 
Terry and Lubbock delayed formal organization of the regiment 
until their anticipated arrival in Virginia.  Terry took command 
but refused to be called Colonel until he was elected to the posi-
tion by his men.  The eastward march began immediately.  At 
Beaumont all horses were sent home. 
 

 On reaching New Orleans, they found themselves 
regarded as traditional Texas Rangers and treated accordingly.  
Texas Rangers of pre-war reputation became the common 
perception east of the Mississippi, and those who bore the 
name throughout the war were under special pressure to live 
up to it. 
 While in New Orleans, Terry received a telegram 
from General Albert Sidney Johnston, commanding Confeder-
ate forces in the West, with headquarters then at Columbus, 
Kentucky.  The Johnston and Terry families had been friends 
from the days when the general had been a Brazoria County 
planter.  Now he invited Terry to bring his regiment to him for 
service in Kentucky.  Johnston had the authority from Rich-
mond to intercept the Texans and order them to his own com-
mand, but he left the decision up to Terry. 
 Popular opinion at New Orleans thought that the 
Rangers would gain advantages by service in Kentucky.  
Johnston had promised Terry that the regiment would serve as 
an independent corps, never to be brigaded while he lived.  It 
would be mounted on the finest horses that the Blue Grass 
State could furnish. 
 At New Orleans they left a reasonably good name.  
Company commanders, with considerable difficulty, had held 
drinking, brawling, and assaults on the citizenry to a com-
mendable minimum. 
 The march toward Tennessee soon began.  Rain and 
an unseasonably early norther added to the general discom-
fort. 
 When the command arrived at Nashville, it was pro-
vided a temporary camp at the fair grounds.  During a ten-day 
stay, the Texans were royally entertained by citizens.  Some 
Rangers borrowed mounts and demonstrated feats of horse-
manship.  Measles struck, and the first Ranger death occurred.  
However, men defied orders and left camp. So there was 
drinking and disorder in the city, and General Johnston was 
asked to move them out quickly. 
 Upon arrival at Bowling Green, Kentucky, John-
ston’s headquarters, Terry was assigned a camp area near 
Oakland.  Here the ten companies of rangers were formally 
organized into a regiment.  The process involved an election 
of field and staff officers.  Terry and Lubbock waived their 
confederate commissions and stood for election with the rest.  
Following this election, the company commanders drew let-
ters from A through K to determine relative rank between 
themselves and letter designations of their units. 
 When notified of this organization, the Confederate 
War Department designated the command as the 8th Texas 
Cavalry, it being the eighth Texas mounted regiment furnish-
ing proof of completed organizations.  This irritated the Rang-
ers who argued, with some accuracy, that had their organiza-
tion been completed at Houston they would have received a 
number more descriptive of the relative order of their volun-
teering. Although officially named the 8th Texas Cavalry regi-
ment, the men were always known as Terry’s Texas Rangers. 
 None of the Rangers ever wore a uniform of any par-
ticular style or pattern and were usually in civilian clothing. 
Pistols were a favorite weapon. Some of the Rangers had as 
many as four revolvers belted about themselves.  No Ranger 
wanted a saber, but every one of them was equipped with a 
Bowie knife. 
 The late fall and winter of 1861 in Kentucky was wet 
and cold.  Due to poor camp sanitation and inadequate medi-
cal knowledge, epidemics broke out among the Rangers and 
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other servicemen.  Soldiers suffered as they had to watch their 
lifelong friends and relatives die of camp fevers, respiratory in-
fections, and outbreaks of “childhood diseases.”  Hospital facili-
ties were generally unavailable  
 No real front existed between Johnston and the Federal 
forces gathering before him.  Inadequate Confederate cavalry 
was required to spread itself over an extended distance. 

 True to Johnston’s 
promise, the Rangers were held 
unbrigaded.  However, they 
were ordered forward with Gen-
eral Hindman for defense on the 
Green River.  At Woodsonville, 
Kentucky, on December 17, 
1861, going in advance of Hind-
man’s infantry, the Rangers 
charged skirmishers and en-
gaged the enemy in their first 
stand-up fight at shotgun range.  
 The Federals reported 

they came at lightning speed and yelled infernally, as they ad-
vanced to about 15-20 yards from the Yankee lines before open-
ing fire with rifles and revolvers.  That short fight would have 
been of small consequence to the Rangers except that the highly-
respected Colonel Terry died leading the charge. 
 The fall of Forts Henry and Donelson, in February, 
1862, ruined General Johnston’s extended Kentucky-Middle 
Tennessee line, and the Texans fell back through Nashville to 
Mississippi with the rest of the Army. The Rangers covered the 
army rear from Nashville to Corinth in snow and freezing rain. 
Then the Regiment was able to relax momentarily at Corinth as 
Johnston collected his scattered forces. 
 At the Battle of Shiloh, on April 6-7, 1862, the Rangers 
were engaged on the left flank, an area densely covered with 
trees and thickets.  The Rangers led several charges during the 
two days.  On Tuesday, April 8th, the regiment covered the ar-
my as it withdrew toward Corinth.  Thomas Harrison, command-
er of the Rangers at Shiloh, reported that the Rangers performed 
with admirable coolness and courage. 
 During the retreat, the Yankees were closing in when 
General Nathan Bedford Forrest ordered a charge to drive them 
back.  The charge, made through a belt of fallen timber, stunned 
and completely halted Federal pursuit on the Corinth Road.  
Fayette County, Texas, veteran J. K. P. Blackburn later penned 
this recollection:  “Forrest ordered forward.  Without waiting to 
be formal in the matter, the Texans went like a cyclone, not 
waiting for Forrest to give his other orders to trot, gallop, and 
charge as he had drilled his men.  By the time the Yankee skir-
mishers could run to their places and ranks and both lines got 
their bayonets ready to lift us fellows off our horses, we were 
halted in twenty steps of their two lines of savage bayonets, their 
front lines kneeling with buts of guns on the ground, the bayo-
nets standing out at right angle or straight and the rear lines of 
their bayonets extended between the heads of the men of the first 
line.  In a twinkling of an eye, almost, both barrels of every shot-
gun in our line loaded with fifteen to twenty buckshot in each 
barrel was turned into that blue line and lo! What destruction 
and confusion followed.  It reminded me then of a large covey of 
quail bunched on the ground, shot into with a load of bird shot: 
their squirming and fluttering around on the ground would fairly 
represent that scene in that blue line of soldiers on that occasion.   
Every man nearly who was not hurt or killed broke to the rear, 
most of them leaving their guns where the line went down, and 

 The Rangers were annoyed that no popular account of 
the battle clearly stated that only one company of the 3rd Ten-
nessee accompanied Forrest into action, and that the larger part 
of the forces were Texas Rangers. 
 As the Yankees approached Corinth in May, General 
Beauregard, who succeeded General Johnston after his death at 
Shiloh, brigaded the Rangers with the 1st Kentucky Cavalry. 
 At Tupelo, Beauregard’s headquarters after evacuat-
ing Corinth on May 30th, he considered his problem of half-
disciplined cavalry regiments, and decided to promote Colonel 
Nathan Bedford Forrest to Brigadier General.  Then General 
Forrest was ordered to assume command of the cavalry regi-
ments in North Alabama and Middle Tennessee. 
 Some cavalry units protested the change because they 
considered General Forrest their social inferior and because he 
had been a slave trader before the War.  The Texas Rangers, 
however, were untroubled by social pretensions and accepted 
Forrest for the fighter he was known to be.  On July 9th, the 
brigade left Chattanooga, heading toward Murfreesboro, Ten-
nessee, occupied by about 2000 Federals, a distinct threat to 
the security of the Nashville-Chattanooga Railway. Early on 
July 13, 1862, Forrest’s Brigade, with the Texas Rangers in the 
lead, struck the Federals at Murfreesboro in a charge of such 
stunning fury as to set a pattern in shock action during the rest 
of the War.  The Federals were forced to surrender with twelve 
hundred men and much needed equipment, including a battery 
of guns and horses always needed by the Confederate cavalry-
men.  In time, the Rangers came to be used most often as 
“shock troops.”  When time came to charge the enemy, the 
commanding officer wanted the best riders, shooters, and most 
especially, men of steel nerves to lead the charge.  These Tex-
ans were known for being excellent riders and handy with sev-
eral types of weapons, a special breed. 
 Murfreesboro citizens had greatly suffered during this 
first Federal occupation, and the Rangers released many jailed 
citizens to their friends and relatives. 
 Between engagements, they were sent behind enemy 
lines to harass Yankee forces and break down communication 
lines. Forrest’s operations in Tennessee continued through July 
and August, threatening Yankee General Don Carlos Buell 
with an attack which could threaten Nashville and pave a way 
for a Confederate invasion of Kentucky.   
 In September Colonel John A. Wharton took com-
mand of the brigade, relieving Forrest to raise another com-
mand.  He led the right wing of Wheeler’s cavalry as General 
Braxton Bragg, now commanding the army of Tennessee, and 
Buell, his Federal counterpart, raced in parallel columns for 
Kentucky.  Wharton’s entire brigade, including the Rangers, 
fought almost daily in September and early October.  After the 
Battle of Perryville, Kentucky, October 7, 1862, the Texans 
were again part of the rear guard, covering Bragg’s slow with-
drawal from Kentucky to Tennessee. Rations were short, and it 
was snowing at Knoxville.  In Kentucky, the Rangers had es-
tablished the reputation which they would maintain for the 
remainder of the war, and they were as well known to the ene-
my as they were to their Confederate comrades. Wharton was 
promoted to Brigadier General on November 10, 1862. 
 December, 1862, may be considered the best month 
the Rangers had during the entire war.  Although the Federals 
were now massed about Nashville, the war was still new 
enough for the Texans to enjoy a momentary respite and a feel-
ing of Christmas in the air.  The previous winter had been one 
of sickness and discomfort in the Bowling Green mud, but 

First flag of Terry’s Texas 
Rangers 
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December, 1862, was different.  The veterans appreciated the 
warm-hearted and hospitable Tennesseans, warm firesides, 
square meals, and smiles of pretty girls. 
 Late in the month, the command was up to strength of 
six hundred and ninety men, making it one of the larger regi-
ments of the army at this period of the war.  Ranger morale was 
boosted by a high rate of wounded returnees, and a continuous 
flow of recruits from Texas due to their reputation at home and 
in the field. 
 Terry’s Texas Rangers, the 8th Texas Calvary, was fast 
gaining a notable reputation by the end of 1862.  As December 
ended, Yankee General Rosecrans moved out of Nashville and, 
on December 31, 1862, confronted Confederate General Bragg 

just west of Stones River 
three miles from Murfrees-
boro.  In the battle which 
followed, Wharton’s Bri-
gade, including the  Rang-
ers, went around the Federal 
right flank on both the 31st 
and the 1st, capturing over 
two thousand Federal pris-
oners, along with guns, 
wagons, and other equip-
ment.  Some of the Rangers 
were convinced they had 
whipped Rosecrans by 

themselves, that Bragg’s withdrawal from Murfreesboro was 
worse than unnecessary.  In this, they shared opinion with senior 
commanders in the Army of Tennessee. 
 In January, 1863, the Texas Rangers performed routine 
picket duties on the Shelbyville-Murfreesboro pike.  Late in the 
month, Wharton’s and Forrest’s brigades were ordered on a raid 
into western Tennessee under General Joseph Wheeler.  An at-
tack on the fortified post of Dover was repulsed with severe loss 
on February 3rd.  Both Forrest and Wharton had objected to the 
attack, and Ranger opinion of Wheeler suffered accordingly. 
 Through the spring and early summer of 1863, the 
Rangers operated actively in Middle Tennessee and along the 
Duck River covering Bragg’s army lying around Tullahoma, 
Shelbyville, and Wartrace.  In June and July, Rosecrans maneu-
vered Bragg all the way back to Chattanooga, the Rangers fall-
ing back with the army. 
 In late August, 412 Texans were present when they 
began obstructing passes through the Lookout Mountains, skir-
mishing daily with the Yankee troops.  On the 19th as they were 
moving onto the Federal right on Chickamauga Creek, they met 
Longstreet’s incoming First Corps of the Army of Northern Vir-
ginia, including Texans from Hood’s former brigade.  Old 
friends and kinfolk greeted each other, each observing the only 
other command they considered as good as themselves. 
 On August 19-20, the Rangers participated in turning 
the Federal right at Chickamauga.  They were then sent with 
Wheeler on a raid into Tennessee.  They proceeded to McMin-
nville, where they captured and burned enormous stores, then to 
Murfreesboro, Nashville, and Pulaski.  They caused much de-
struction, but the continuous marching and fighting cost men 
and horses and wore out all members of Wheeler’s command. 
 On November 5th, the Rangers were ordered to Athens, 
Tennessee, and were assigned to General Armstrong’s Division 
of Cavalry, in support of Longstreet’s movement against Burn-
side at Knoxville. That effort proved futile.  They soon learned 
that Bragg had been whipped at Missionary Ridge and Sherman 

was between them and Georgia. 
 The East Tennessee service of the Rangers was very 
difficult since it began with worn horses and depleted strength.  
The weather was bitter, but Longstreet’s situation was precari-
ous and his needs put excessive strain on all the cavalry corps.  
Worst of all, the majority of East Tennessee citizens were Un-
ionists, so the Rangers were continually surrounded by ene-
mies.  They remained in East Tennessee through the winter 
and early spring, rejoining the Army of Tennessee, now com-
manded by General Joseph E. Johnston, at Dalton, Georgia, in 
April, 1864. 
 Through the late spring and summer of 1864, they 
fought continuously at Resaca, Cassville, New Hope Church, 
and Big Shanty.  By July, Sherman was before Atlanta.  Gen-
eral Hood, who had succeeded Johnston in command of the 
Army of Tennessee, directed Wheeler and his cavalry to raid 
in Sherman’s rear.  The Rangers were part of this expedition, 
which burned and destroyed the railroad through Marietta and 
Resaca to Dalton 
 In late October, the Rangers were still with Wheeler 
watching Sherman.  Known to be aggressive and noisy, the 
Rangers could also be quiet and secretive when necessary.  In 
1864, with General Sherman shelling Atlanta on his “march to 
the sea,” Captain Alexander M. Shannon of the Rangers and 
three privates slipped through enemy lines, gathered infor-
mation, stole horses and returned to their command.  Hood 
was so impressed that he turned Shannon and his scouts loose 
to do pretty much as they saw fit.  That group was known to be 
ruthless and efficient behind enemy lines as they raided supply 
and communications centers, gathered information about ene-
my positions and battle plans, killed and captured Union 
troops.  They harassed the flanks of Sherman’s force, but un-
fortunately, there was neither time, manpower, nor supplies for 
any Confederates to make a difference in the War. 
 On March 19, 1865, the Rangers formed as a regi-
ment and made their last charge of consequence at Bentonville, 
North Carolina. 
 In April the Confederate army paused at Goldsboro, 
North Carolina, while General Johnston negotiated terms.  At 
the surrender, April 26, 1865, only ninety members of the 8th 
Texas Cavalry, Terry’s Texas Rangers, were present.  These 
accepted their paroles and turned toward Texas and home. 
 
Karen Kay Esberger, Ph.D., R.N., is a retired nurse who is 
now President of Daffan-Latimer 37, the Chapter of the United 
Daughters of the Confederacy in Ellis County. For further 
information, see www.txudc.org 

Third flag of Terry’s Texas 
Rangers 
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Yeatman Insurance  
Insurance and Financial Services  

Larry Yeatman, Agent 
    Serving Missouri and Kansas 

5606 NE Antioch Rd 
Gladstone, Missouri 64119 

1-800-467-1514  
lyeatman@farmersagent.com 

Offering: 

Auto, Home, Life, 
Mutual Funds*, Variable Universal Life*,  
Variable Annuities*, IRAs*,  & 401(k)s* 

 

*Securi es offered through Farmers Financial Solu ons, LLC 
 Member FINRA & SIPC 

MOS&B International 
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White House, TN 37188-1700 
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Candidate  
Announcement for  

ANV  
Executive Councilor 

 

I am honored that I have been nomi-
nated to be an ANV Executive Coun-
cilor from the proud state of South 
Carolina. I have been a faithful, active member of the 
MOSB since 2002. I have served as my Chapter's Adju-
tant and Commander and have served as the South Caro-
lina Society's State Adjutant. I will proudly and effec-
tively represent South Carolina and the ANV if elected. 
My goals are to be innovative and receptive to ideas for 
the good of our Order. Also, I pride myself on the fact 
that I am available to all members by having my phone 
number and personal email contact information pub-
lished.  

Thank you, Compatriots, for your support . 
 
J. Michael Farr 
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