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The First American Income Tax 
by Pam Wilhoite 

 
 The year was 1861.  President Abraham Lincoln was facing a major con-
flict with the Southern states.  How would he pay for the War Between the States? 
From the first days of the nation, the founders feared a large government body 
with strong taxing powers.  No central taxing agency was planned in the Articles 

of Confederation.  All taxes were to be collected by the states. 
 In the early nineteenth century, America depended primarily on tariffs to finance the expenses of the federal 
government.  A tariff is a duty levied on select imports such as manufactured and finished products.  The purpose of 
the American tariff was to not only raise revenue but also to protect northern industries from foreign competition.  
High tariffs were particularly difficult for Southern agricultural states who exported cotton and tobacco and imported 
most of their manufactured items. 
 To pay for the War of 1812, Congress raised the tariff rate to 20%, applied new excise taxes and issued Treas-
ury notes.  After the war, the taxes were repealed and for the next 44 years, the federal government was financed by 
tariffs and sale of public land.  However a tension continued to pit Northern manufacturers who wanted higher tariffs 
against the agricultural South.  Repeated attempts to raise the tariff rates prompted threats of secession.  
A major economic depression occurred in 1857.  Federal revenues dropped dramatically and Congress was facing a 
shortfall.   In May 1860, Congress passed the Morrill Tariff Bill which raised the tariff rate to 37% and provided for 
increases to 47% in three years.  Tariffs paid by Southern states were already providing more than 80% of the federal 
revenue.  This new law created economic hardship for Southerners and was a major factor in many of  various states  
to decision to secede. 
 Revenues continued to decline and by December 1860 the national debt was 62 million dollars.  Newly elect-
ed President Lincoln named Salmon P. Chase to serve as Secretary of the Treasury.  In July 1861, Chase reported to 
Congress that the Union would need $320,000,000 for war expenses in 1862.  He recommended a combination of fi-
nancing options which included raising tariffs, creating new direct taxes on real estate and personal property, and bor-
rowing 240 million dollars. 
 Congress soon took up the proposed legislation and immediately controversy arose.  As the U. S. Constitution 
required that all direct taxes be imposed in proportion to the population of a state, Chase’s proposal would weigh 
heavily on the agricultural states in the west.  Representative Colfax from Indiana complained, “I cannot go home, and 
tell my constituents that I voted for a bill that would allow a man, a millionaire, who has put his entire property into 
stock, to be exempt from taxation, while a farmer who lives by his side must pay a tax.”  In addition, the collection of 
the taxes appeared uncertain since the Internal Revenue Service had not yet been created. 
  
(— Continued on Page 4 —) 
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Commander General’s Message 
 

GEC Elected Officers 2014-2016 
 
In three months at the Charleston Convention, the elective officers for the General 
Executive Council (GEC) will be selected for the next two years. These are a com-
mander and two executive councilors for each of the three departments: Army of 
Northern Virginia (ANV), Army of Tennessee (AOT) and the Army of the Trans-
Mississippi (ATM). These officers will be selected in departmental meetings by 
those attending the Convention. 
 
In order to secure dedicated men, who are committed to serving the Order by regu-
lar attendance at the Fall, Spring, and Convention GEC meetings, interested individuals are invited to sub-
mit a profile for inclusion in the May Officer’s Call. These profiles should detail a background, a commit-
ment to serve and may also include a picture. 
 
This does not preclude additional nominations from the floor; however, submission of profiles by those 
willing to serve, should ensure that thoughtful, dedicated men, committed to serve are available for all po-
sitions. 
 
If you are interested in service at the National level, this is an opportunity to step forward and be noticed. 
Please submit profiles to the editor of the Officer’s Call – Jeff Sizemore at swampeditor@yahoo.com. 
  
Deo Vindice! 
  

Toni  Turk 
Commander General  

 
Please Update Your Contact Information 

 
 Being an all-volunteer organization, the MOS&B is always seeking ways to make the administrative functions more 
efficient. Part of this was moving our email operations to a new system that lets our members update their own contact infor-
mation. In addition to the email address, the system can also include the physical mailing address and phone number. 
 
 To add your mailing address, phone number, or make any other changes to your record, please go to the following  link 
into your web browser: 
 
http://militaryorderofthestarsandbars.us7.list-manage1.com/profile?u=65fff28d354813006a377a138&id=b6e8100400&e= 
 
 Please take just a moment to add your mailing address and phone number so that we can build a system that allows us 
to do a better job of keeping in touch with you. 

mailto:swampeditor@yahoo.com�
http://militaryorderofthestarsandbars.us7.list-manage1.com/profile?u=65fff28d354813006a377a138&id=b6e8100400&e�
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(- Sesquicentennial Article # 41 — From Page 1 - ) 
 
 Consideration turned to a personal income tax.  
Most congressmen soon were persuaded.  Representative 
Morrill endorsed an income tax. “I have no doubt that it 
will, in the end, be adopted as it would be most just, and 
undoubtedly the most popular, if any tax can be popular.” 
The Revenue Act of 1861 included a three percent tax on 
all incomes exceeding $800 and a variety of other new 
taxes.   The tax was to be levied on money earned during 
1861 with payment due in six months after end of the 
year.  Only the richest Americans were expected to pay 
the income tax.  The bill did not specifically address col-
lection procedures.  Secretary Chase was not in favor of 
the legislation and did nothing to implement it. 
 Before the end of 1861, total Federal expenditures 
greatly exceeded revenues and more money was needed.  
The Revenue Act of 1862 decreased the individual exclu-
sion from $800 to $600 which greatly expanded the num-
ber of Americans who would pay and help to increase 
total revenue.  Tax payers with incomes over $10,000 
would pay five percent.  The Bureau of Internal Revenue 
(BIR) was created to handle tax collection.  Corporations 
were required to collect taxes on interest and dividends 
paid and remit the taxes to the BIR.  Withholding was 
now deducted from the salaries of government workers. 
 The war did not end quickly as most Americans 
expected.  After three years, a major revenue shortfall was 
imminent.  The Revenue Act of 1864 established a more 
progressive tax system.  Incomes between $600 and 
$5,000 were now taxed at 5 percent.  Individuals with in-
comes between $5,000 and $10,000 now paid 7.5 percent.  
All incomes over $10,000 were taxed at 10 percent.  The 
tax was extended through 1870. 
 Before the 1864 law took place, Congress also 
passed a special surcharge of 5% on all 1863 income.  
This tax was designed to cover the cost of a bounty which 
was planned to help boost Union army enlistment. 
 Over at the Bureau of Internal Revenue, new reg-
ulations were written.  All taxpayers were required to file 
a tax return.  The income of all taxpayers was published 
in the newspaper.  According to the BIR commissioner, 
the purpose was to afford every taxpayer an opportunity 
to ascertain what returns his neighbors had made.   Of 
course the real purpose was to reduce the number of tax 
cheats. 
 In the event a person failed to file, collectors 
could estimate the tax due and add a 50% penalty.  The 
Bureau could issue summons and search homes and busi-
nesses.  A delinquent taxpayer’s possessions could be 
sold, but he would be allowed to keep his professional 
tools, guns, furniture and a cow. 
 The tax forms looked surprisingly similar to to-
day’s Form 1040.  Taxpayers completed a list of income 
types and allowed deductions.  Proper deductions includ-
ed traditional business expenses and four personal ex-

penditures: losses on real estate, interest paid, taxes paid 
to national, state or local governments, and rent paid on a 
homestead.  On Schedule A, taxpayers listed categories of 
personal property which was subject to tax such as gold 
watches, pianofortes, billiard tables, and pleasure boats. 
 By the end of the war, the Bureau was up and 
running, but plagued with scandals.  Income tax collec-
tions are estimated at $2 million in 1863, $20 million in 
1864, $32 million in 1865, and $73 million in 1866. 
 The need for Federal revenues declined dramati-
cally by 1866.  Soon there was a movement to repeal the 
income tax.  Advocates for repeal claimed the tax was 
adopted as a “war tax” and now that the war was over, it 
must go. And go it did in 1872, only to return in 1894. 
 
Pam Wilhoite, a retired CPA, serves as president of Par-
sons’ Rose #9, Texas Society Order of Confederate Rose 
in Waxahachie, Texas.  She is a 2013 recipient of 
MOS&B’s Varina Howell Davis award.  For more infor-
mation, visit www.omroberts.com or www.tsocr.org. 

Congressman Justin S. Morrill of Vermont 

http://www.omroberts.com�
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April is Confederate History & Heritage Month 
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Robert Bentley drove over four hundred miles on Wednesday, April 12, 2014 to attend the proclamation 
signing by Alabama Governor Robert Bentley in Montgomery, AL.  Governor Bentley wanted Robert to sit 
in his chair (as seen in the below picture) since they had the same name.  The signed proclamation can be 
seen herein this magazine on page 5. 
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Request for E-Mail and Mailing  
Changes 

 
We need your correct E-mail address and mailing address. We are sending 
out the “Officer’s Call” electronically; as well as, printed.  Please make 
sure we have your current E-mail and physical address. Contact us at head-
quarters@mosbihq.org so we may stay in touch. 

 

Submittal Entries 
 

MOS&B Officer’s Call Magazine welcomes submittals via e-mail to edi-
tor@mosbfl.org or swampeditor@yahoo.com on or before the 5th day of 
the month.  Pictures are welcome.  Please submit articles in Microsoft 
Word format or as plain text in your e-mail.   

BE SURE AND 
CHECK OUT  THE 

MOS&B STORE  
WEB SITE 

 
NEW ITEMS HAVE BEEN ADDED  

IN ADDITION TO THE GREAT 
BUYS ON  

EXISTING ITEMS. 
 

http://
www.militaryorderofthestarsand

bars.net/store/ 

Army of Tennessee 
Lecture Series  

Presentation Inquiry 

 The Department of the Army 
of Tennessee is looking at having a 
lecture series in which members of the 
Florida Society, Georgia Society, and 
the Alabama Society could meet in a 
agreed upon location such as Dothan, 
AL or Valdosta, GA to participate in a 
lecture presentation; as well as, fellow-
ship with members from these three 
societies. 

 If you have a particular loca-
tion that would be a good meeting lo-
cation or would like to provide input 
on what the lecture presentation should 
be about, please contact Compatriot 
David Denard at denardodi-
an@bellsouth.net.  

https://mymail1.myregisteredsite.com/src/compose.php?send_to=headquarters@mosbihq.org�
https://mymail1.myregisteredsite.com/src/compose.php?send_to=headquarters@mosbihq.org�
https://mymail1.myregisteredsite.com/src/compose.php?send_to=headquarters@mosbihq.org�
https://mymail1.myregisteredsite.com/src/compose.php?send_to=headquarters@mosbihq.org�


Officer’s Call - April 2014 Page 8 

CIVIL WAR HISTORY 

JAMES COUNTRY MERCANTILE 

111 N. Main Liberty, MO 64068 

816-781-9473   FAX 816-781-1470 

jamescntry@aol.com   www.jamescountry.com 

 

 Everything Needed For The Living Historian! 

Ladies - Gentlemen - Civilian - Military 
Uniforms – Ladies Clothing  - Accoutrements—Weapons - Accessories 

YOUR PATRONAGE IS APPRECIATED! 

http://www.jamescountry.com/�
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Yeatman Insurance  
Insurance and Financial Services  

Larry Yeatman, Agent 
    Serving Missouri and Kansas 

5606 NE Antioch Rd 
Gladstone, Missouri 64119 

1-800-467-1514  
lyeatman@farmersagent.com 

Offering: 
 

Auto, Home, Life, 
Mutual Funds*, Variable Universal Life*,  
Variable Annuities*, IRAs*,  & 401(k)s* 

  

*Securi es offered through Farmers Financial Solu ons, LLC 
 Member FINRA & SIPC 

The Chaplain General’s Thoughts 
By Raymond Holder 

`He is risen’ 
  
The High Holy Day of our Christian faith is Easter Sun-
day of each year. At my church, the pastor will say, “He 
is risen”, and the congregation will respond with “He is 
risen indeed”. The empty tomb and the fact that Jesus’s 
body has never been found is proof enough that He in-
deed lives by way of the Holy Spirit indwelling the lives 
of the hearts of believers. 
 Our living hope is the risen Lord and we are His 
ambassadors. A Christian ambassador is a living; spirit 
filled Christian who represents the most high God. The 
apostle Paul describes himself as a ambassador in chains 
in Ephesians 6:20, as he says “I am an ambassador in 
chains” in one of his imprisonments.  He often present-
ed himself as being crucified with Christ. Being cruci-
fied with Christ has come forward to us in the present 
day as the message of “The Cross” the apostle Paul pro-
claimed from one end of the Mediterranean to the other 
end. He traveled the Roman roads one step at a time, 

proclaiming the message of our 
crucified Lord. Can we do no 
less? In truth, we have been doing 
less. I use the “we” in this in-
stance as the whole of us as com-
munities of faith.  
 I am using this Easter 
season to renew my Christian 
faith, which I attempt to do every 
morning. Being a soldier of the 
cross by ways of proclaiming my 
faith in my lifestyle, and knowing 
when to keep silent, and doing 
acts of kindness and many other ways is my challenge this 
year.  I found the following work of prose by an unknown 
author. 
 

THE CROSS WAS HIS OWN 
 
They borrowed a bed to lay His head 
 When Christ the Lord came down; 
They borrowed the ass in the mountain pass 
 For Him to ride to town: 
But the crown that He wore and the Cross that He bore 
 Were His own. 
 
He borrowed the bread when the crowd He fed 
 On the grassy mountain side, 
He borrowed the dish of broken fish 
 With which He satisfied. 
But the crown that He wore and the Cross that He bore  
 Were His own— 
 The Cross was His own. 
 
He borrowed the ship in which to sit 
 To teach the multitude; 
He borrowed a nest in which to rest— 
 He had never a home so rude; 
But the crown that He wore and the Cross that He bore 
 Were His own— 
 The Cross was His own. 
 
He borrowed a room on His way to the tomb 
 The Passover Lamb to eat; 
They borrowed a cave for Him a grave, 
 They borrowed a winding sheet, 
But the crown that He wore and the Cross that He bore 
 Were His own— 
The Cross was His own. 
 
Author unknown. 
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Brief History of the KKK  
by David G. Whitaker DCS 

  
 The Ku Klux Klan (KKK) has known three sepa-
rate eras since its beginning right after the war for South-
ern independence.  The first Ku Klux Klan was an organi-
zation that started in Tennessee during the early Recon-
struction period. The second KKK was a nationwide or-
ganization, mostly political, that came into prominence 
after World War I. During the third era of the KKK subse-
quent groups calling themselves the Ku Klux Klan sprang 
up in much of the South after World War II and in re-
sponse to civil-rights activity during the 1960s.  The KKK 
has always been identified as a southern based racial/
religious terrorist group.  The Klan has provided numer-
ous members to the U.S. Senate and the House of Repre-
sentatives; the most recent being Senator Richard Byrd, 
Democrat from West Virginia.  Senator Byrd had the title 
of Exalted Cyclops.  Presidents Harry Truman, Woodrow 
Wilson, William McKinley, Calvin Coolidge, and Su-
preme Court Justice Hugo Black were all members of the 
Ku Klux Klan at one time.   
  
 The original Ku Klux Klan (1866 – 1869) was 
created by ex-Confederate solders to oppose the policies 
of the radical Republican Congress as they pertained to 
dealing with the south after the south surrendered at Ap-
pomattox, Virginia.  After the war, the local governments 
in the South were almost nonexistent and there were fears 
of race riots and other outrages from the freed slaves and 
even of an insurrection. The Yankees were intent on pun-
ishing the South and disbanded the judicial system and 
other government entities and installed a military force 
and their rule became a very heavy-handed occupation. 
The Klan was a force against this occupation commonly 
known as Reconstruction. 
 
 The Ku Klux Klan was organized at Pulaski, 
Tenn., in May, 1866. The first Grand Wizard was the fa-
mous cavalry General, Nathan Bedford Forrest.  It is also 
interesting to note that it was General Forrest that dis-
banded the Klan three years later because it was getting 
out of hand with its extremism. 
 
 The Klan’s strange disguises, its silent parades, its 
midnight rides, its mysterious language and commands, 
were found to be most effective in playing upon fears and 
superstitions of the blacks. The riders muffled their horses' 
hooves and covered the horses with white robes. They 
themselves dressed in flowing white sheets, their faces 
covered with white masks, and with skulls at their saddle 
horns.  They were posed as spirits of the Confederate dead 
returning from the battlefields. Although the Klan was 
often able to achieve its aims by terror alone, whippings 
and lynchings were also used, not only against blacks but 

also against the Yankee carpetbaggers and local scala-
wags.  The Klan was particularly effective in keeping 
blacks away from the polls, so that the ex-Confederates 
gained political control in many states. Congress in 
1870 and 1871 passed legislation to combat the Klan. In 
the Lower South the Knights of the White Kamelia 
were dominant. That order, founded (1867) in Louisi-
ana, is reputed to have had even more members than the 
Ku Klux Klan, but its membership was more conserva-
tive and its actions less spectacular. It had a similar or-
ganization with headquarters in New Orleans. 
 
  
   The Second KKK (1915 – 1944) was founded 
by William J. Simmons, an ex-minister and promoter of 
fraternal orders; its first meeting was held on Stone 
Mountain, Georgia. The new Klan had a wider program 
than its forerunner, for it added to "white supremacy" an 
intense nativism and anti-Catholicism (it was also anti-
Semitic).  After 1920 membership spread rapidly 
throughout the North as well as the South. It furnished 
an outlet for the militant patriotism aroused by World 
War I, and it stressed fundamentalism in religion. 
 
 Claiming to be nonpolitical, the Klan neverthe-
less controlled politics in many communities and in 
1922, 1924, and 1926 elected many state officials and a 
number of Congressmen. Texas, Oklahoma, Indiana, 
Oregon, and Maine were particularly under its influ-
ence. Its power in the Midwest was broken during the 
late 1920s when David C. Stephenson, a major Klan 
leader there, was convicted of second-degree murder, 
and evidence of corruption came out that led to the in-
dictment of the governor of Indiana and the mayor of 
Indianapolis, both supporters of the Klan. The Klan fre-
quently took extralegal measures, especially against 
those whom it considered its enemies. As was the case 
with the earlier Klan, some of these measures, whether 
authorized by the central organization or not, were ex-
treme.  At this time the Klan always flew the American 
flag during its rallies.  A picture of the 1924 rally in 
Washington D.C. shows 40,000 Klansmen marching 
toward the Capitol flying thousands of American flag.   
At its peak in the mid-1920s its membership was esti-
mated at 4 million to 5 million.  The Klan nevertheless 
lost members with amazing rapidity down to an estimat-
ed 30,000 by 1930. The Klan spirit, however, was a fac-
tor in breaking the Democratic hold on the South in 
1928, when Alfred E. Smith, a Roman Catholic, was 
that party's presidential candidate. The collapse of the 
Klan was largely due to state laws that forbade masks 
and eliminated the secret element, to the bad publicity 
the organization received through its thugs and swin-
dlers, and apparently from the declining interest of the 
members. 
 
  

http://www.infoplease.com/encyclopedia/history/carpetbaggers.html�
http://www.infoplease.com/encyclopedia/history/scalawags.html�
http://www.infoplease.com/encyclopedia/history/scalawags.html�
http://www.infoplease.com/encyclopedia/history/scalawags.html�
http://www.infoplease.com/encyclopedia/history/scalawags.html�
http://www.infoplease.com/encyclopedia/people/smith-alfred-emanuel.html�
http://www.infoplease.com/encyclopedia/history/ku-klux-klan-the-second-ku-klux-klan.html##�
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  The Third KKK (1946 – present):  After World 
War II, Dr. Samuel Green of Georgia led a concerted at-
tempt to revive the Klan, but it failed dismally as the or-
ganization splintered and as state after state specifically 
barred the order. Southern civil-rights activities during the 
1960s gave the Klan a new impetus and led to revivals of 
scattered Klan organizations. The most notable of these 
were Mississippi's White Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, led 
by Robert Shelton. The newly revived Klan groups were 
responsible for violent attacks against blacks and civil-
rights workers in cities throughout the South, including 
Jacksonville and St. Augustine, Fla., Birmingham and 
Montgomery, Ala., and Meridian, Miss. In spite of its ef-
forts, the new Klan was not strong, and by the end of the 
decade its power and membership had declined to practi-
cally nothing. Although a resurgence of support for the 
Klan was manifest in the surprising popularity in the early 
1990s of David Duke of Louisiana, actual membership in 
Klan organizations is estimated to now be in the low thou-
sands.  It is this Third group that started using the Confed-
erate Battle Flag as their banner and caused so much con-
sternation throughout the various southern heritage organi-
zations.  It is at this point that Skinheads and other very 
radical groups enter the picture. 
  
 Conclusion: A case could easily be made for the 
first organization of the Ku Klux Klan being formed was 
to counter the atrocities committed by the Union army 
against the civilian population of the South.  The South 
lost the war and was destitute.  The Yankees were going to 
make the South pay in blood for the war.  The South was 
not going to roll over and play dead.  All one had to do 
was look at the atrocities committed by the Union forces at 
Gallatin, Tennessee where 186 civilians and solders were 
hung in the town square by General  Eleazar A. Paine.  
That story doesn’t end there because many more were 
killed in Gallatin for little or no reason other than just be-
ing there.  General Paine was eventually given a letter of 
reprimand and allowed to resign from the Army.  Some 
punishment!   Sherman’s march to the sea in Georgia is 
another example of the Yankee’s war against the civilian 
population of the south.  Probably the title of the most hat-
ed man in Tennessee would go to a Tennessee native, 
Fielding Hurst who commanded the 6th Tennessee Cavalry 
(USA) for all the atrocities in Tennessee (and elsewhere) 
that were committed by that group. 
 
 The first KKK organization was engaged in com-
mitting guerrilla warfare against the north.  The same can’t 
be said for the Second KKK or the Third KKK because 
you cannot excuse the racism, violence and extremism that 
the KKK employed.  However, this will always be a blot 
on southern history and the south will always be stereo-
typed as racist and bigots by the present day “Politically 
Correct” faction of our society.   
   

Sea Raven Press  
Offers Discount to MOS&B Members 

 
 Sea Raven Press publishes popular pro-South 
books by award-winning historian Lochlainn Seabrook. 
They are offering discounts to everyone associated with 
the Military Order of The Stars and Bars for bulk orders 
of their books. They have an extensive on-line bookstore 
and a list of available books may be found at: 
www.SeaRavenPress.com.  

 They are also preparing to turn Mr. Seabrook's 
screenplay about Nathan Bedford Forrest into a full-
length motion picture film and seeking financial support 
i.e. contributions and investments to launch the pro-
ject.  If you are interested in buying books in bulk or con-
tributing to the movie project you may e-mail Cassidy 
Ravensdale, Company President, at searaven-
press@gmail.com. 

 
About the Company: 
Sea Raven Press is an independent academic book pub-
lishing company located in Nashville, Tennes-
see, specializing in nonfiction family-friendly books for 
all ages on the American Civil War (from the South's 
perspective), Jesus, the Bible, spirituality, the Law of At-
traction, theology, health, healing, the paranormal (ghost 
stories, UFOs), history, biography, social issues, mythol-
ogy, etymology, family history, and genealogy. The 
Company takes great pride in producing well researched, 
historically accurate, provocative books, with one-of-a-
kind titles, timeless themes, easy-to-read interiors, rare 
and original artwork, and lavishly designed covers. 
 
About the Author: 
Author Lochlainn Seabrook is the recipient of the prestig-
ious Jefferson Davis Historical Gold Medal.  His adult, 
teen, and children’s books have sold thousands of copies 
throughout the U.S., Canada, Europe, Russia, Australia, 
and Central and South America.  Known as the "new 
Shelby Foote," Lochlainn is a recognized historian, Bible 
scholar, and popular Civil War scholar who has penned 
over two dozen South-oriented books on the War for 
Southern Independence. 
Lochlainn, also an acclaimed screenwriter, has just 
signed on with renowned filmmaker Christopher Forbes, 
to bring Lochlainn's screenplay (based on his award-
winning book, "A Rebel Born: A Defense of Nathan Bed-
ford Forrest") to the big screen.   

http://www.SeaRavenPress.com�
mailto:searavenpress@gmail.com�
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Pictured above (left to right): Henry Bryant, Chairman 
of the Committee to restore the General Walker Mon-
ument and  David L. Floyd, AOT Executive Councilor 
and Georgia Society MOS&B Adjutant at the site with 
Bryant receiving the MOS&B check from David 
Floyd for $2,500.00. 

 

Pictured Right (left to right): Henry Bryant, Chairman 
of the Committee to restore the General Walker Mon-
ument and Richard K. Straut, Commander of the Gen-
eral John B. Gordon MOS&B Chapter #88, Atlanta, 
GA at the site receiving the MOS&B check for 
$2,500.00. 

Pictured Left (left to 
right): Richard K. Straut, 
Commander of the Gen-
eral John B. Gordon 
MOS&B Chapter #88 and 
Henry Bryant, Chairman 
of the Committee to re-
store the General Walker 
Monument. 

Richard receives from 
Henry a copy of the 
“Assessment & Restora-
tion Plan for the McPher-
son & Walker Monu-
ment”.  The Walker Mon-
ument is in the back-
ground. 
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The General Walker Monument 
and the Battle of Atlanta 

 
 On March 8, 2014, David L. Floyd, AOT Execu-
tive Councilor, Georgia Society MOS&B Adjutant and 
member of the Chapter #88 with Richard K. Straut, Com-
mander of the General John B. Gordon MOS&B Chapter 
#88 presented Mr. Henry Bryant, Chairman of the 
“BATL, Battle of Atlanta Commemoration Organized, 
Inc” a check from the Military Order of the Stars and Bars  
Grant and Endowment Committee for $2,500.00 toward 
the restoration and restoring of the monument to Confed-
erate Major General William Henry Talbot Walker who 
was killed just minutes before the start of the Battle of 
Atlanta on June 22, 1864. 
 Mr. Bryant is chairman of the Organization and is 
spearheading the drive to restore this historic monument 
that will be one of the show places of the community of 
East Atlanta. 
 Each year the East Atlanta Community celebrates 
the anniversary of the Battle of Atlanta with living histo-
ry, van and walking tours of the battlefield, historic music 
and a “Gala” at the East Lake Golf Club (home of the 
great golfer Bobby Jones).  The attendance at these affairs 

help to fund the efforts 
to restore one of only 
two monuments that 
commemorate the four 
battles (Peachtree 
Creek, Utoy Creek, 
Atlanta, and Ezra 
Church) that were 
fought during the War 
Between the States to 
capture Atlanta in 

1864.  
 In the pass few years the East Atlanta Organiza-
tion has restored many of the numerous State Historical 
markers in the area that describe the battle that took place 
around East Atlanta.  They have just finished restoring 

and dedicating a his-
torical marker erect-
ed in 1937 by the 
local Masonic Lodge 
that describes the 
action by General 
Cleburne’s troops 
that resulted in the 
capture of two guns 
of Battery F 2nd Illi-
nois Light Artillery. 

 The Battle of Atlanta is the subject of the painting 
located at the Cyclorama at Grant Park about one mile 
West of where the battle was fought on July 22, 1864.  

(This Grant is no kin to General U.S. Grant.  This is 
Captain Lemuel P. Grant of the Confederate Army En-
gineers who supervised the construction of the defen-
sive works around Atlanta). 

 The Cyclorama painting of the Battle of Atlan-
ta is considered the world’s largest.  In 1883, Union 
General John A. Logan commissioned the painting and 
it was originally called “Logan’s Great Battle.”  The 
painting was intended to promote Logan’s campaign 
for vice president in 1884. “Logan is shown with his 
staff riding to the battle.”  The 9,334 pound painting 
measures 358 by 42 feet.  It was painted by German, 
Austrian and Polish artists in 1885-1886 and has great 
accuracy. 
 The events leading up to the start of the Battle 
of Atlanta area as follows: The Union Army of Tennes-
see moved from Roswell, GA (north of Atlanta) toward 
Decatur, GA (east of Atlanta) by-passing the Confeder-
ate “River-Line” on the Chattahoochee River and out 
flanking these forts on the Chattahoochee River. 
 While the Battle of Peachtree Creek was in 
progress, Federal General James B. McPherson Army 
of Tennessee was advancing on East Atlanta from the 
vicinity of Decatur, GA (six miles East of Atlanta).  
Logan’s 15th Corps moved west on the north side of 
the Georgia Railroad, Blair’s 17th Corps moved south 
west on the south side of the Georgia Railroad and 
Dodge’s 16th Corps was in reserve at Decatur.  At 1:00 
PM on July 20, 1864 DeGress battery located 21 1/2 
miles from Atlanta fired three rounds into Atlanta. 
 The 42nd Georgia of Stovall’s Brigade, part of 
Clayton Division, a part of Cheatham’s Corps routed 
Williamson Union Brigade and the 4th Ohio battery of 
the 15th Corps and captured the DeGress Battery.  This 
is the Cyclorama vantage point. 
 Confederate General Wheeler opposed the 
17th Corps  took up a defensive position on critical 
Bald Hill.  Cheatham’s Confederate Corps was now 
facing Logan’s 15th Corps North of Bald Hill and 
Hardees Corps would soon facing Dodge’s 16th Corps 
on Bald Hill. 
 Confederate General Hood undertook a flank-
ing movement on General McPherson on July 21, 1864 
by ordering General Hardees Corps on an all night 15 
mile march from downtown Atlanta to South River, 
turn north east along Fayetteville road toward Decatur 
to a position behind McPherson left flank for an attach 
by General Hardees Corps at dawn the next day. 
 Unknown to General Hood, General McPher-
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son had deployed a division on his left flank fearing just 
such an attack. 
 It took General Hardee Corps much longer to get 
in position than General Hood had calculated.  General 
Hardees Corps was not in position to attack at dawn of 
July 22, 1864 and he did not go to Decatur.  When he came 
to Sugar Creek, where it crossed Fayetteville road Hardee 
turned left and followed Sugar Creek north west to Terry 
Road at Glenwood Road where the Corps was delayed ne-
gotiating around the pond.  General Walker went forward 
to survey the terrain and he was north east of the pond 
when a Federal sharpshooter killed him.  
 As the Sesquicentennial of the War Between the 
States approached it was realized that the two monuments 
on the Battle of Atlanta battlefield, one to Confederate 
General Walker and on to Union General McPherson both 
killed very near each other as a result of the battle, were 
two of the only tangible links to this event that happened 
here. 
 The Battle of Atlanta Commemoration Organiza-
tion Inc. recognized that these monuments should be pre-

served for future generations, so working together 
with The City of Atlanta Urban Design Commission 
and the Atlanta Parks Department started to develop a 
proposal to be used as a complete assessment fo the 
Walker and McPherson monuments in order to devel-
op a plan for the restoration and restoring of the Mon-
uments. 
 The developed plan will not only repair and 
restore the Walker monument, but will put in place 
features to protect to from environmental and man-
made threats along with providing landscaping to en-
hance the visitor’s experience and assist in beautifying 
the community.  Carrying out this plan will insure this 
monument will be in place for generations to come. 
 We would encourage any Chapter and/or indi-
vidual who would like to participate in this project to 
realize this is a unique opportunity to help preserve a 
part of our Confederate history for future generations.  
Contributions should be sent to David L. Floyd, 4696 
Kellogg Drive, SW, Liburn, GA 30047-4408 
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(dlfreb@msn.com). Checks should be made payable to 
“BATL Battle of Atlanta Commemoration Organiza-
tion, Inc.” “BATL” is a 501 (c) (3) corporation (EI 27-
02179740 and your donation is completely tax deducti-
ble.  Your gift will be greatly appreciated.  You can 
and will make a difference. 
 
Deo Vindice 
 
David L. Floyd 
AOT Executive Councilor 
 
On Page 16 is an artist rending of the proposed finish 
work at the General Walker Monument in Atlanta, 
Georgia.  
 

Biography Sketch of General 
William H. T. Walker 

 
 William Henry Talbot Walker, was born on 
November 26, 1816 in Augusta, GA.  He attended 
Richmond Academy in Augusta, received an appoint-
ment to West Point in 1833, graduated 46th in a class 
of 50 in 1837. 
 
 He was commissioned in the 6th U. S. Infantry 
in which he fought in the Seminole Wars.  He was 
wounded three times at the Battle of Okeechobee on 
Christmas Day of 1837. 
 
 Then he was promoted to Captain in 1845 and 
as a result of gallant and meritorious conduct in the 
Mexican War, he was promoted to Lt. Colonel. 
 
 Then he was Commander of Cadets and in-
structor in tactics at West Point from 1854 to 1856.  
Walker resigned from the U.S. Army in December of 
1860 and Georgia Governor Joe Brown appointed him 
Major General of Georgia Volunteers in April 1861. 
 In May of 1861, he was commissioned  a Con-
federate Brigadier General and ordered to Pensacola, 
Florida.  In August of 1861, Walker was ordered to 
report to General Joseph E. Johnston at Manassas, VA 
and placed in command of the 8th Confederate Bri-
gade. 
 After Manassas, he served in Savannah, GA 
and Charleston, SC in 1863.  In May 1863, he was or-
dered to Mississippi and engaged in the Battle of Jack-
son, Mississippi.  In June 1863, he was promoted to 
Major General and in August, he was ordered to join 
the Army of Tennessee at Chattanooga, TN.  His unit 
was held in reserve at the Battle of Chickamauga, GA., 
saw some action at the Battle of Kennesaw Mountain 
and the Battle of Peachtree Creek. 

 On July 
22, 1864, Walk-
er’s Division a 
part of Hardees 
Corps, was on a 
march south of 
Atlanta and then 
turned north 
east, intended to 
strike the left 
flank of McPher-
son’s Army 
coming from 
Decatur, GA.  
The Confederate 
troops were to 
proceed north-
east along the 
Fayetteville 
Road  to a posi-

tion behind McPherson left flank and attack at dawn. 

 When Walker and Bates (part of Hardee’s Corps) 
reached Sugar Creek, Walker turned left along the Creek 
and moved north where he found he was blocked and de-
layed by Terry Mill Pond. 

 General Walker while directing his troops toward 
the enemy reached his position on July 22, 1864 where 
pausing to reconnoiter the area, was shot from his horse by 
an enemy picket.  His body was taken to the rear as the 
Battle of Atlanta erupted. 

 General William Henry Talbot Walker was later 
buried in his family’s burial plot in Augusta, GA. 
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Confederate Legacy Fund 
 

The Legacy fund gives our members the opportunity to make a real difference. There is no better time than right 
now to make a statement for our values and our cause. The Confederate Legacy Fund is the vehicle that assures our 
relevance for generations to come. 

We are extremely grateful to the members of The Confederate Legacy Legion of Merit. These men have chosen to 
support the Order by donating $1000 or more to the Legacy Fund. We are indebted to all of our donors for their vi-
sion and their generosity. 

The Confederate Legacy Fund is an important part of our over-all financial plan. The contributions that are made by 
our members will remain intact for perpetuity. Only the interest that is generated from the fund will be spent. Our 
expenditures are limited to scholarships and projects that will preserve and enhance our Southern Heritage. Current-
ly these types of expenditures are paid for from our general fund. The income generated from the Legacy Fund will 
eventually pay for all of these types of expenditures. 

MOS&B is a non-profit 501 (c) (3) corporation. As a result, all donations to the Legacy Fund are 100% tax deducti-
ble. In addition, many corporations will match the charitable donations made by its employees. Donating stocks is 
another excellent strategy for charitable donations. You can receive an income deduction for the full market value of 
a particular security. At the same time, you will avoid all capital gains tax on the transaction. There is no brokerage 
fee for this type of transaction. 

Please consider MOS&B’s Legacy Fund in your financial planning. Those members who make a one-time donation 
of $1000 or more will receive the distinctive Confederate Legacy Legion of Merit neck ribbon and drop. A member 
may also qualify for the same award by utilizing one of our deferred payment plans. 

Your generosity is most appreciated. Membership in the Confederate Legacy Legion of Merit will assure that there 
is always adequate funding for scholarships and Southern heritage projects. Please consider the Confederate Legacy 
Fund in your financial planning.  

 

CONFEDERATE LEGACY FUND PLEDGE FORM 
 

Name ________________________________________ Tel ______________________ 

 

Street __________________________________________________________________ 

 

City/State _____________________________________ Zip _____________________  

 

Enclosed is my gift of: $250 _______ $500 _______ $1000 _______ Other _______  

 

Make check/gifts payable to: MOS&B Confederate Legacy Fund 

 

Mail to: MOS&B – IHQ, P.O. Box 1700, White House, TN 37188-1700 
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