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      On the fourth of July many will cele-
brate the birth of thirteen American republics.  
Few will understand that it was thirteen republics 
and not one republic that emerged from the Ameri-
can Revolution.  Almost none will understand that 
on that same day in 1863, the American Confeder-
ation, as it was conceived, ended 87 years after it 
was started by our founding fathers. 

     July 4, 1863 the city of Vicksburg, MS surren-
dered to Union forces after more than a year of 

being bombarded by US Army and Navy artillery.  The more than ten thousand projectiles fired into Vicks-
burg did not discriminate between soldier and civilian, old and young, black and white.  The starving civil-
ians had been living in caves on a diet that included mules and rats when they could find anything at all. 

    General Sherman declared that “The day of our nation’s birth is consecrated and baptized anew in a victo-
ry won by the United States Navy and Army of our country.”  Desecrated might have been a better word.   

    Read the words of Francis Scott Key’s Star Spangled Banner.  They could describe Vicksburg just as they 
did Fort McHenry.  Key’s grandson, Francis Key Howard, was the editor of a Baltimore newspaper.  He 
wrote an article criticizing Abe Lincoln for suspending Habeas Corpus and was sent to prison for fourteen 
months.  There was no trial or judicial review of any kind.  Howard was initially imprisoned at Fort McHen-
ry. 

    July 4, 2013 is not likely to be any different from past Fourth of July holidays.  There will be fireworks, 
parades, and music.  When you hear the Star Spangled Banner, think about Vicksburg, Francis Key Howard, 
and what was lost 150 years ago.  There is a monument to Lincoln in Washington, DC.  Academics and me-
dia personalities stand in line to praise “Father Abraham.”  Few speak for his victims.  
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Commander General’s Message 
 

  On July 20th my wife and I participated with the California Society during 
their business meeting in Sacramento. We also visited museums and listened to spe-
cial Southern-themed presentations. I am pleased to report that respect for Southern 
heritage can be found on what some refer to as America’s “left coast.” Southern 
hospitality was found in abundance. Our California brethren are doing due diligence 
to demonstrate that we have truly evolved into a national organization. 

 A special opportunity was afforded me to make presentation of the Southern 
Cross of Honor to Col. Frank Kebelman, who commanded the 1st Combat Engineer 
Battalion, 1st Marine Division, during Desert Storm, where he received the Bronze 
Star as a Combat Award with the “V” Valor device. In addition to being a decorated 
war hero in his own right, Col. Kebelman also has a unique ancestral tie. He is the only current member of 
the Order who joined on the basis of the service of one of the founding Confederate officers of the Military 
Order of the Stars and Bars – Capt. Holland Middleton Bell, Alabama 41st Infantry, Company H.  

 The announced deadline for corrections and additions to the Addendum expired on June 15th. That 
work is now going through a refining process to be ready for publication in August and distribution in 
combination with the printed August Officer’s Call. While the deadline for submissions has expired, addi-
tions to our listing of confirmed ancestors will remain an ongoing process. As a reminder, our online listing 
of approved ancestors is updated monthly. I deeply appreciate the dedicated service performed in bringing 
both the 75th Anniversary Book and its Addendum to the membership of the Order. Those joining or reac-
tivating through the end of 2013 will receive a copy of both publications. 

 
Respectfully, 
 

Toni  Turk 
Commander General  

Gatehouse Press  
online Civil War magazine 

 Gatehouse Press, publisher of Morningside books and The Gettysburg Magazine, now has a FREE Civil War magazine 
on the website. Every Monday and Thursday we post a new article. We also have a Photo of the Day every day. You can submit 
your own photos to be posted. 
 Articles cover all aspects of the Civil War and include:  (1) First person accounts; (2) Civil War sites; (3) On This Day 
articles; (4) Interviews; and (5) more. 
 

Be sure to bookmark us and visit often. 

www.gatehouse-press.com 
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AN OVERVIEW OF THE TECHE AND  
LAFOURCHE CAMPAIGNS 

by Roger Busbice 
 

 Louisiana seceded from the Union and joined the Confederate States of America in 1861.  Thousands of Lou-
isianans enlisted in the Southern armed forces and Louisiana units successfully participated in early battles such as 
the First Battle of Manassas in Virginia and Wilson's Creek in Missouri.  In parishes like St. Mary and Iberia, men 
were recruited into a variety of units including the St. Mary Cannoneers, the 26th Louisiana Infantry, the 2nd Louisiana 
Cavalry, and the New Iberia Yellow Jacket Battalion.            Confederate Army training camps were established at 
Camp Pratt, along Spanish Lake, near New Iberia and Camp Lovell in Berwick.  (Camp Pratt would later serve, as 
well, as a prison camp for captured Union soldiers.) 
 The war, however, did not truly come home to Louisiana until the spring of 1862.  The Union Navy under 
Flag Officer David Farragut fought its way past Forts Jackson and St. Philip near the mouth of the Mississippi River 
and then forced the surrender of New Orleans. Union troops commanded by a “political” general, Benjamin F. Butler 
of Massachusetts occupied the city and established a brutal military dictatorship.  Butler soon earned the nicknames 
“Beast” for his tyrannical ways and “Spoons” for his overt theft of private property including silverware.   
    In May, Union forces took Baton Rouge and the Confederate state government withdrew to Opelousas and, 
eventually, Shreveport.  In August, 1862, Confederate troops commanded by former Vice President John C. Breckin-
ridge (and including Abraham Lincoln's brother-in-law Captain Alexander Todd) advanced through the Florida Par-
ishes and attacked the Yankees in Baton Rouge.  The fighting was bitter around the Magnolia Cemetery and casual-
ties were heavy.  The Union commander, Brigadier General Thomas Williams was killed as was Captain Todd on the 
Confederate side.  Colonel Henry Watkins Allen of the 4th Louisiana Confederate Infantry was badly wounded in 
both legs but survived the battle to become Louisiana's greatest governor.  The Confederate gunboat Arkansas had 
engine problems however and failed to scatter the Union gunboats on the Mississippi.  Naval shell rained down on the 
Confederates and finally, outgunned and outnumbered, they were forced to withdraw. 
 With Baton Rouge and New Orleans securely in his grasp, Butler expanded his empire.  The Union Navy un-
der Farragut virtually destroyed the town of Donaldsonville and the Yankees soon built Fort Butler, which dominated 
the convergence of Bayou Lafourche and the Mississippi River.  Butler then sent Union troops  southwestward from 
New Orleans and they occupied St. Charles parish and then invaded the Lafourche District. Led by the distasteful 
General Godfrey Weitzel, the bluecoats defeated Confederate soldiers and Louisiana militia under the command of 
General Alfred Mouton at Georgia Landing and then seized Thibodaux. In early November, 1862, Northern land and 
sea forces captured Brashear City, today's Morgan City, on Berwick Bay near the mouth of the Atchafalaya River.  
The western side of the bay remained in Confederate hands and when a small flotilla of Yankee gunboats under Lieu-
tenant Commander Thomas Buchanan entered the Lower Atchafalaya River, it was unable to fight its way past the 
redoubtable Confederate vessel C.S.S. Cotton brilliantly commanded by Captain E. W. Fuller and assisted by Confed-
erate artillery on the banks.  Meanwhile, in New Orleans, “Beast” Butler, who had become a major embarrassment to 
the U. S. government, was replaced by another Massachusetts general, Nathaniel P. Banks. 
 Banks instructed General Weitzel to push deeper into St. Mary Parish and, on January 13, 1863, the Yankees 
began moving large numbers of troops across Berwick Bay.  Union Navy gunboats engaged the C.S.S. Cotton the 
next day in Bayou Teche and in the battle, Buchanan, the Union naval commander, was killed.  On the Confederate 
side, there were also many casualties with Captain Fuller among the wounded. That night, the badly damaged Cotton 
was scuttled by her crew.  Satisfied with his “victory” over the Cotton, Weitzel ordered his forces to fall back to 
Brashear City leaving the Confederates, for the time being, in possession of the west bank of the Atchafalaya. 
 Union gunboats continued to enter the lower Atchafalaya and Bayou Teche to probe Southern defenses.  In 
late March, 1863, a Yankee naval officer, Captain Thomas Peterson, decided to tempt fate and his vessel, the U.S.S. 
Diana, steamed beyond the “fail safe” point.  In the village of Pattersonville, Rebels from Colonel Gray's 28th Louisi-
ana Infantry, a number of Texas cavalrymen, and masked batteries of cannon waited on the banks of the bayou.  The 
Diana steamed into the trap and Confederate bullets swept her decks and cannon shells plunged into her superstruc-
ture.  The over-confident Captain Peterson was killed and most of his officers soon fell as well.  In short order, the 
Union gunboat surrendered.  Happy Confederates paddled wooden sugar coolers to the vessel and took possession.  
The Diana was quickly converted into a “floating battery” supporting the defenses of Fort Bisland which had been 
constructed by Southern forces along Bayou Teche west of Pattersonville. 
 Union General Nathaniel Banks arrived in Brashear City in the first week of April, 1863. 
Under his command, he had a total of 18,000 men in the Nineteenth Army Corps.  In short order, he divided his forc-
es into two wings with one, under General Weitzel, to advance into Berwick and continue down the Old Spanish Trail 
toward Fort Bisland. True to form, Weitzel's bluecoats destroyed much of Berwick including a prehistoric Indian  
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Mound which the Confederates had used for observation purposes.  The second half of Banks's army, which included 
the commander himself and his subordinate, General Cuvier Grover, traveled up Grand Lake in the direction of Frank-
lin. 
 The Confederates in Fort Bisland, located where the present-day “Calumet Cut” can be found, were by this 
time personally commanded by Louisiana's “Acadian General” Alfred Mouton.  General Mouton had approximately 
1,500 men on the east, or left, bank of Bayou Teche with another thousand or so men ostensibly commanded by Gen-
eral Henry Sibley on the west, or right, bank.  In reality, the Rebels on the west bank were led by Colonel Tom Green 
of the 5th Texas Cavalry.  Against the defenders of Fort Bisland, Weitzel had some 9,000 Union soldiers and, thus, the 
Confederates were outnumbered at least three-to-one. 
 The Battle of Fort Bisland began late in the afternoon on April 12, when the Yankee  army neared the fortifi-
cations.  Confederate artillery, including the cannons on the now proudly-Southern gunboat Diana, opened fire and the 
Union troops stumbled to a halt. The Northern artillery quickly responded to the Confederates and an ongoing artillery 
duel resulted.  The Texas cavalrymen carried out several small hit-and-run attacks against the Yankees which further 
slowed any advance on their part.  On April 13, Union infantry launched major attacks of their own, which were re-
pulsed by concentrated Confederate artillery blasts.  A Yankee soldier described the Southern cannon fire as “so 
heavy...as to fill the air with flying iron and mow down the men like grass.”  Union artillery continued to take a heavy 
toll of Confederates as well.  A Northern shell exploded in the engine room of the Diana and forced her to seek re-
pairs, which greatly weakened the Confederate defenses. 
 That night, the over-all Confederate commander, General Richard Taylor, learned that the second wing of 
Banks's army under General Grover had disembarked from their boats on Grand Lake and had marched overland to 
Bayou Teche west of Franklin. 
Knowing he would be trapped if his army remained at Bisland, General Taylor instructed General Mouton to quietly 
withdraw his troops from Fort Bisland, march westward, and prepare for battle with the newly-arrived Union forces 
near Franklin.  The Confederates beat the Yankees to Yokely Bridge, which ensured a lifeline to New Iberia, and 
formed a line of battle in Nerson's Woods which was close to Irish Bend on the Teche 
 Initial fighting near Irish Bend had begun on the morning of April 13 while the Battle of Fort Bisland was still 
in session.  Confederate skirmishers and some cavalry units were driven back as Grover's troops landed and then ad-
vanced to the bayou which they crossed and then occupied the Porter Plantation, now more commonly called Oaklawn 
Manor.  Soon enough the plantation buildings and grounds would serve as a field hospital. 
 By the morning of April 14, 1863, the armies were in position.  The patched-up gunboat Diana was in the 
Teche to support Taylor but the Confederates were even more badly outnumbered than they had been at Fort Bisland.  
Moreover, the bulk of the Union army consisted of fresh troops while Taylor's men were nearing exhaustion.  None-
theless, when the Yankees advanced toward Nerson's Woods, they found the Rebels more than willing to fight.  Con-
necticut soldiers, assisted by a New York regiment, advanced across the field and fired a volley at the Confederate 
line.  The Southerners, who were largely armed with smooth-bore weapons, responded with “buck and ball” which 
proved particularly effective.  The Diana's shells began to strike the Union troops, and another Connecticut regiment, 
which had actually penetrated part of the Rebel line suffered heavy losses.  The Southerners succeeded in creating a 
crossfire which further decimated the Yankee forces.  Colonel Edward Molineaux of the 159th New York Infantry was 
shot through the mouth and his regiment lost over thirty percent of its men.  Casualties were high on both sides and 
Texas Confederate Colonel James Reilly died of his wounds. 
 During this period, Confederate forces led by Colonel Green conducted operations near Centerville to slow 
the advance of Union reinforcements coming from the east.  Despite Southern successes at Irish Bend, General Taylor 
knew it was only a matter of time before the overwhelming numbers of Yankee troops would outflank or surround his 
army.  He gave the order for the Confederates to begin a retreat to New Iberia using the Yokely Bridge, which was 
burned as the last Rebels passed.  The gunboat Diana, trapped in the Teche, was destroyed by its crew.  In keeping 
with the remaining traditions of gentlemanly warfare, a Confederate hospital boat, the Cornie, was peacefully trans-
ferred to Union control through the somewhat bumbling efforts of General Sibley. 
 General Taylor's army, having eluded Banks's newly designated Army of the Gulf, spent the night near 
Jeanerette with a substantial number of the men camped on the grounds of the Albania Plantation.  On Grand Lake the 
next morning, small Confederate and Union gunboat flotillas engaged in a decisive battle which resulted in the loss of 
the Confederate vessel Queen of the West, the capture of Captain E. W. Fuller by the Yankees, and the permanent 
dominance of the Union Navy in the bayous and lakes.   
   The Confederate army, now plagued by lack of food, lack of medicine, and desertions among some Teche 
country troops, especially in the Yellow Jacket Battalion, struggled through New Iberia toward Vermilionville (now 
known as Lafayette).  On April 16, Union forces led by Brigadier General William Dwight marched into New Iberia.  
In spite of Dwight's best efforts, the Yankee occupiers looted much of town and terrorized the residents.  The next 
night, a Northern brigade consisting of units from Maine, Massachusetts, and Connecticut, advanced to Avery Island  
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and destroyed the salt works there.  Meanwhile, General Banks, ignoring the protests of the Moore family that lived 
there, established his headquarters in the magnificent home “Shadows On the Teche”. 
 General Taylor's troops fought a brief battle against the pursuing Union forces at the Vermilion Bayou 
Bridge, then continued their retreat northward.  Banks followed and occupied St. Martinville, Vermilionville, and 
Opelousas.  Confederate Fort Burton at Butte-a-la-Rose was captured by Union Navy gunboats after a sharp action.  
With Banks still advancing, General Taylor reached Alexandria and then moved toward Shreveport. 
At that point, Banks decided to threaten the Confederate fortifications at Port Hudson on the Mississippi River and 
ceased to follow General Taylor's army.  Part of the Union army, encumbered by a long wagon train of loot, returned 
to southeast Louisiana.  Much of the plunder from Banks's march was stored, or distributed, in Brashear City where 
the Yankees had established Fort Brashear, sometimes known as Fort Star, and the smaller Fort Buchanan. 
 Nathaniel Banks's obsession with Port Hudson provided General Taylor with an opportunity to quickly re-
turn to the bayou region.  Tom Green was deservedly promoted to brigadier general in late May, 1863 and was 
placed in command of the entire Texas cavalry brigade serving with General Taylor's army.  Supported by a predom-
inantly Louisiana infantry brigade under General Mouton, Texas and Louisiana cavalrymen moved along Bayou 
Teche toward Berwick Bay in mid-June.  
 In preparation to cross the Atchafalaya, General Green created a “mosquito fleet” of over fifty small boats, 
bateaux, and wooden sugar coolers.  Approximately three hundred Rebels volunteered to man the fleet and they were 
placed under the tactical command of Major Sherod Hunter who, in 1861, had raised the Confederate flag over Tuc-
son in the Arizona Territory.  On the night of June 22, General Green quietly moved Confederate artillery batteries 
to Berwick Bay as the “mosquito fleet” made its way across the river and the swampy ground north of the town.  
Early in the morning of June 23, 1863, the Southern cannons opened up on the Yankee garrison in Brashear City.  
The complacent Northerners were caught by surprise and could barely reply to the artillery barrage.  A short time 
later, Major Hunter's volunteers raised the “rebel yell” and charged through the muddy streets toward Fort Brashear.  
The Union garrison, numbering some 1400 men, surrendered by 7:30 in the morning.  The Confederate victory was 
complete and, in addition to hundreds of prisoners, the South gained 11 cannons, 2500 muskets, some 250 wagons, 2 
train engines, 80 railroad cars, large amounts of food rations, and hundreds of pounds of general supplies.  Regretta-
bly, Union soldiers some miles away in the Bayou Boeuf area burned a large warehouse containing more supplies 
and part of the loot stolen during Banks's march two months earlier before they surrendered to newly-arriving Con-
federate cavalry led by Colonel James P. Major, General Green's brother-in-law. 
 Colonel Major and his men, in the days before the Battle of Brashear City, had ridden into the Lafourche 
District from the northwest and had captured the small Union garrison in Thibodaux.  The Southerners unsuccessful-
ly clashed with a larger Yankee force on June 20-21 at Lafourche Crossing, and then turned westward to join Tom 
Green's command in Brashear City.  General Mouton's infantry was also in Brashear City and the combined Confed-
erate forces were eager to liberate the Lafourche region from Union occupation.  Ideally, their advance would have 
the important added benefit of forcing Banks's bluecoat army to abandon its siege of Port Hudson. 
 Soon, General Mouton established his headquarters in Thibodaux and General Green prepared to attack the 
Union troops in Fort Butler at Donaldsonville.  The Confederate cavalry brigade rode up Bayou Lafourche and, on 
the night of June 27, launched a faulty assault on the fort which the Rebels discovered was much stronger than they 
had expected.  Union gunboats in the Mississippi River effectively supported the garrison, which reportedly con-
tained the first African American soldiers to fight in the War Between the States.  Confederate casualties were high 
and two of General Green's regiments were trapped against the walls of the fort and could not be extricated until a 
brief truce went into effect the next morning.  Realizing that further attempts to take  Fort Butler were futile, General 
Green withdrew his forces but remained in the Lafourche District. 
 Two weeks later, the outnumbered Confederates avenged their loss by defeating Union troops under Weitzel 
and Grover in a substantial victory at Koch's Plantation.  Unfortunately, the victory accomplished little because, on 
July 9, 1863, four days before the engagement at Koch's Plantation, Port Hudson had surrendered to General Banks's 
Union army.  The last Confederate fortification on the Mississippi River had fallen and the Confederacy was cut in 
two. 
 General Banks was now free to send large numbers of Northern troops back into the Teche and Lafourche 
country.  On the Confederate side, General Taylor had no choice but to conduct another major withdrawal from the 
bayous.  By September, 1863, the Union army was back in Brashear City on the banks of the Atchafalaya.  Banks 
envisioned the conquest of western Louisiana and Texas as the coming capstone of his career, and what became 
known as the “Great Overland Texas Expedition” began.  Once more, the Yankees pursued General Taylor's army 
and pushed through St. Mary and Iberia Parishes toward Vermilionville and Opelousas.  Banks's dreams of conquer-
ing Texas were shattered, however, when he received word of a decisive Union defeat at Sabine Pass on the Texas-
Louisiana state line.  In that engagement, approximately sixty Rebels under Irish Lieutenant Dick Dowling, with ex-
pert artillery fire, stopped an entire Northern fleet and the army it was transporting.   
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 On November 3, General Tom Green, commanding Texas and Louisiana troops, suddenly turned on the 
Northerners at Bayou Bourbeau in St. Landry Parish and took almost six hundred prisoners.   Infuriated, Banks soon 
resumed his march and gave his troops a free hand to loot, pillage, and destroy throughout St. Landry as they had in 
the other parishes along the Teche.  The main body of the Confederate army under Richard Taylor fell back to central 
Louisiana while the Yankees concentrated on theft and arson. 
General Banks eventually withdrew to southeast Louisiana and the New Orleans area to await yet another opportunity 
to seize all of Louisiana and Texas.  In 1864, he would begin his Red River Campaign only to discover, once and for 
all, that Richard Taylor, Tom Green, Alfred Mouton, and the outnumbered and bedraggled Confederate army still had 
the will to fight---and to win! 

ABOVE: The Capt. Waddell Chapter’s wreath was placed by 
member George Pearson at the grave of Col. Henry K. 
Burgwyn, Jr. on May 4, 2013 

ABOVE: Members of NC State University’s Alpha Zeta Fra-
ternity placed Confederate battle flags on over 1400 Confed-
erate graves at Raleigh’s historic Oakwood Cemetery in prep-
aration for Confederate Memorial Day Services held May 4, 
2013.  This is an annual event by members of the fraternity. 

Capt. Waddell Chapter  

Participates in Oakwood  

Service 

Members of the Capt. James I. Waddell Chapter No. 
32, Raleigh, NC, participated in the May 4, 2013 Confederate 
Memorial Day ceremony at Raleigh’s historic Oakwood Ceme-
tery.  Capt. Waddell member Darwin Roseman acted as master 
of ceremonies and Kelly Hinson portrayed Mrs. Stonewall 
Jackson. Debbie Roseman performed several musical selec-
tions and members of the 6th & 26th NC Regiments and 
Latham’s Battery performed military and artillery salutes.  The 
ladies of the Capt. Samuel Ashe UDC Chapter served refresh-
ments following the ceremony in Oakwood’s House of 
Memory. 

On May 25th, members joined with the Capt. Samuel 
A. Ashe UC Chapter, Raleigh, for a field trip to Richmond, VA 
to tour Hollywood Cemetery led by Chapter Commander Frank 
Powell.  The chapter placed a wreath at the grave of Confeder-
ate President Jefferson Davis.  Following lunch, the group trav-
eled to Petersburg, VA and toured Blandford Cemetery. 

RIGHT: Members of the Capt. Waddell Chapter placed a wreath at the grave of 
Jefferson Davis in Richmond’s Hollywood Cemetery May 25, 2013. 
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CIVIL WAR HISTORY 

JAMES COUNTRY MERCANTILE 

111 N. Main Liberty, MO 64068 

816-781-9473   FAX 816-781-1470 

jamescntry@aol.com   www.jamescountry.com 

 

 Everything Needed For The Living Historian! 

Ladies - Gentlemen - Civilian - Military 
Uniforms – Ladies Clothing  - Accoutrements—Weapons - Accessories 

YOUR PATRONAGE IS APPRECIATED! 

http://www.jamescountry.com/�
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The Chaplain General’s Thoughts 

Defenders of the Faith 
 It seems to me that most of the more traditional hymns I sung as a 
youth and young man in church are not heard very often these days; at least in 
the church I attend.  One of the hymns remembered is “Faith of Our Fathers”. 

The first stanza, “faith of our fathers living still, in spite of dungeons, fire and sword. O’ how our hearts 
beat high with joy, when-ever we hear that glorious word! Faith of Our Fathers Holy Faith! We will be true 
to thee till death”, has a familiar reminiscence of our ancestors during and after the war of northern aggres-
sion. How have we fared, you and I, with the Faith of our Confederate ancestors to the present day which 
we live? 

 Our confederate ancestors went back to their homes and any place some could find after Lee’s sur-
render to pick up the pieces of their shattered lives only to find poverties of spirit and hope. Many families 
forsook any land or any processions they had and went west. These scenes played out throughout the south-
land. Then, a subtle wind began to sweep through the old Confederacy which was unnoticed by the rest of 
the country, but not by the southern people. I have written in previous articles about the fervency of faith 
that not only our soldiers had during the war, but also our leaders. Robert E. Lee, Stonewall Jackson, Leon-
idas Polk, John Bell Hood, and many other Confederate Generals, almost too many to mention, led a spir-
itual renewal among their troops. This renewed faith among the individual confederate soldiers went home 
with them. Hebrews 10:38 says “the just shall live by faith”.  And Hebrews 11:6 says “it is impossible to 
please God without faith”. Jesus came down from Heaven not to establish an earthly kingdom, but a spiritu-
al kingdom, hence, The Kingdom of God. This is the Faith of our fathers living still. “Blessed are the poor 
(not spiritually arrogant) in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven”. Matthew 5:3 

 Hebrews 11:1 says “Now faith is substance of things hoped for, the evidence not seen”.  My argu-
ment for the spiritual renewal of the south is I believe the evidence has been seen and felt for many dec-
ades, that is, the faith of our fathers. Let me explain. The two largest faith groups in our country are the Ro-
man Catholic Church and the Southern Baptist Convention. The latter represents the largest evangelical 
community of faith. The Southern Baptist Convention was formed out of the Triennial convention in 1845 
in Augusta, Georgia. The evangelical growth of this faith group, similar to many others which started in the 
south, grew out of the war shattered south whose people were and still is, evidently rich in spirit. The mis-
sionary endeavor of these southern faith groups has reached around the world, not only spreading the Chris-
tian Faith, but also in good works.  

 Yes, we are the defender of the faith of our southern ancestors who lived and died for the southern 
cause of our Confederate heritage. This may be our greatest legacy, the defenders of the faith of our fathers 
who perpetuated the spiritual kingdom of our Lord.    

 
Raymond Holder 
MOS&B Chaplain General  
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Yeatman Insurance  
Insurance and Financial Services  

Larry Yeatman, Agent 
    Serving Missouri and Kansas 

5606 NE Antioch Rd 
Gladstone, Missouri 64119 

1-800-467-1514  
lyeatman@farmersagent.com 

Offering: 
 

Auto, Home, Life, 
Mutual Funds*, Variable Universal Life*,  
Variable Annuities*, IRAs*,  & 40l(k)s* 

*Securi es offered through Farmers Financial Solu ons, LLC 

Request for E-Mail and Mailing 
Changes 

 
We need your correct E-mail address and mailing address. We 
are sending out the “Officer’s Call” electronically; as well as, 
printed.  Please make sure we have your current E-mail and 
physical address. Contact us at headquarters@mosbihq.org so 
we may stay in touch. 

 

Submittal Entries 
 

MOS&B Officer’s Call Magazine welcomes submittals via e-
mail to editor@mosbfl.org or swampeditor@yahoo.com on 
or before the 5th day of the month.  Pictures are welcome.  
Please submit articles in Microsoft Word format or as plain 
text in your e-mail.   

T  S  B  
A FREE E-zine  
Dedicated to the  

Armies of the Confederacy 
 
 

 Battle Analyses    

 Original Reports 

 Regimental Histories   

 Letters Home 

 Biographies    

 Eyewitness Accounts 

 

SUBSCRIPTION IS FREE 

www.thestainlessbanner.com 

 

BE SURE AND CHECK OUT  
THE MOS&B STORE  

WEB SITE 
 

NEW ITEMS HAVE BEEN ADDED  
IN ADDITION TO THE GREAT BUYS ON  

EXISTING ITEMS. 
 

http://
www.militaryorderofthestarsandbars.net/

store/ 

Army of Tennessee Lecture Series Presentation Inquiry 

 The Department of the Army of Tennessee is looking at having a lecture series in which members of the 
Florida Society, Georgia Society, and the Alabama Society could meet in a agreed upon location such as Dothan, AL 
or Valdosta, GA to participate in a lecture presentation; as well as, fellowship with members from these three socie-
ties. 

 If you have a particular location that would be a good meeting location or would like to provide input on 
what the lecture presentation should be about, please contact Compatriot David Denard at denardodi-
an@bellsouth.net.  

https://mymail1.myregisteredsite.com/src/compose.php?send_to=headquarters@mosbihq.org�
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Henry Clay Latta: 

His Life and Times in the War Between the States 
By E. Michael Latta, Ed.D & Stanley M. Latta, Ph.D 

Branch # 7 

 Second Lieutenant Henry Clay Latta was “mortally wounded” and died on 
November 10, 1864 according to the “Morning Report” of General Hospital No. 4, 
Richmond, Virginia [see Exhibit I.]  Notwithstanding, Exhibit II indicates that he 
was “killed, October 27, 1864.”  Still, Exhibit III shows that “he died on or about 
November 10-12, 1864, of wounds.”  Whenever Henry Clay Latta actually died, 
he was twenty-two (22) years old as can be determined by Exhibit IV – showing 
that he was nineteen (19) when he volunteered for service on February 1, 1862 as 
a “private.” 

 Henry Clay Latta (or Henry C. Latta or H. C. Latta, as his name alternate-
ly appears in various Confederate States of America [CSA] documents), was 
5’10” tall, single, and a farmer when he volunteered.  His likeness is shown in 
Photograph A.  According to secondary source, David K. Latta, there were fifteen 
(15) members of Latta Branch # 7 that served in the CSA, but Henry Clay Latta is 
the only one known to have an existing photo.  Underneath Photograph A reads 
this citation:  “In Memory / Second Lieutenant / Henry C. Latta.”  The photo 
(taken March, 28, 2007) is of a memorial paving brick in the then newly con-
structed walkway in the Confederate Section of Oakwood Cemetery, located in 
Raleigh, North Carolina (NC).  It is highly appropriate for Henry Clay Latta to be 

recognized in this manner since it is not known where he was buried, though it appears certain that he died in a Rich-
mond, Virginia, hospital (Exhibit I).  Moreover, even though the State of North Carolina was the last state to join the 
CSA, it provided more troops than any other state, with correspondingly more causalities.  While not a casualty of 
the war per se, Henry Clay Latta’s older brother, Simpson Latta, was discharged on May 26, 1862 for reasons of 
“debilites and peritonitis chronic,” according to a book entitled The Bloody Sixth: The Sixth North Carolina Regi-
ment Confederate States of America.  This history was written by Richard W. Iobst, with “Roster of the Troops” by 
Louis H. Manarin (see p. 311 for Simpson Latta).  In this book, there is a narrative about the Reactivated Regiment 
written by Wade Lucas.  One interesting aspect about Simpson’s name is that the “family list” of children shows his 
name to be “G. Simpson” but his military record shows his name to be “Simpson J.” Latta, and as being a part of the 
6th NC Infantry, as does also the book above.  The same “family list” of children also includes the name of Henry 
Clay Latta, Simpson’s younger brother.  The Bloody Sixth book provides the following information about Simpson 
Latta:  born in Orange County, NC, where he resided as a farmer and enlisted as a private at age 22, on May 1, 1861.  
It is likely that Simpson Latta influenced his brother to join the Cause, because Henry Clay Latta enlisted about three 
(3) months before his brother’s discharge.  

Henry Clay Latta was born in Orange County, NC, but resided in Granville County, NC, when he joined the 
“Tar River Rebels” as a private in Company E.  Captain Robert L. Heflin’s company was officially known as Com-
pany E.  The company was enlisted in Granville County in February-March, 1862.  It was mustered in a Camp 
Mangum, near Raleigh, North Carolina; and this is where Company E was assigned to the 46th Regiment, North Car-
olina Troops.  The company functioned thereafter as a part of the 46th Regiment, and its exploits for the remainder of 
the war was reported as part of the regimental history [see Exhibit III].  The 46th Regiment, NC Troops, Company E 
was made up of A.P. Hills 3rd Corps, Henry Heths Division, and John Cooks Brigade, which is where Henry Clay 
Latta was a part of the Battle of Hatchess Run on October 27, 1864, and where it was reported that he was “mortally 
wounded” as a 2nd Lieutenant.  (See again, Exhibits I, II, and III.)  

 While Henry Clay Latta was mustered in for duty as a private, he quickly rose through the ranks:  being pro-
moted to corporal sometime prior to February 1, 1862 (see Exhibits III and IV, plus his “Roll of Honor” service 
card), and then promoted to Sergeant between November-December, 1862 (Exhibits III and IV).  He was present or 
accounted for until wounded in the face on December 13, 1862 at Fredericksburg, Virginia, where Henry Clay Latta 
“acted with distinguished gallantry and refused to leave the field” (see Exhibit III, as well as Exhibits V, VI, and 
VII).  [Note this latter Exhibit VII shows the name to be “Lattie,” but all other facts are consistent with the primary 
documents for Henry Clay Latta.  He was able to return to duty in January-February, 1863.  Exhibit III shows that 
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 Henry Clay Latta was appointed 2nd Lieutenant on March 30, 1863 – however other documents show that he was 
“elected” (see Exhibit VIII) or “promoted” (see Exhibit IX) on February 11, 1863.  Both of these exhibits show the 
promotion to 2nd Lieutenant on February 1, 1863, instead of March 30, 1863 date shown on Exhibit III.  According to 
the records, Henry Clay Latta was present and accounted for until he was wounded again in action on June 15, 1864.  
He returned to duty in July-August, 1864.  He was again present and accounted for until he was wounded in the back 
[likely the cause of his eventual death] at Burgess’ Mill, Virginia on October 27, 1864 (Exhibit III). 

 Henry Clay Latta’s father was named Henderson Latta.  While Photograph B (date unknown) shows his like-
ness, Henderson Latta was born on June 20, 1861 in Orange County, North Carolina.  He died on August 28, 1895, 
and was buried in Stem, NC, located in Granville County.  Henderson Latta’s will dated February 7, 1894 was probat-
ed by his youngest son (and Henry Clay Latta’s youngest brother), Allen Latta. 

 As can be ascertained by the dates of the birth of Henderson Latta, he was fifty (50) years old at the begin-
ning of the war and lived through and until nearly thirty years after the War ended.  What he saw or did during this 
time is not known.  What is known is that he was married to Ann Rhew from Stem, North Carolina on November 6, 
1834 and that they had nine (9) children.  Their names and year of their birth are recorded as follows: Sarah Hopkins, 
1863; G. Simpson (believes to be Simpson J.), 1863; Harrison R., 1840; Henry Clay, 1842; Mary June, 1846; Luena 
(or Lucinda), 1848; Louisa, 1848; Allen, 1850; and Ann, about 1854 

 Henry Clay Latta’s youngest brother, Allen, was born February 26, 1850, and died on January 28, 1911.  His 
wife, Emily Sneed Ragland, was born on September 6, 1850 and died on March 28, 1911.  One might question why 
Allen did not serve alongside his brothers, however the best answer is likely that is was only fifteen (15) as the War 
ended. 

 Allen Latta was married in 1873 and had twelve (12) children during the next eighteen (18) years.  He and his 
wife had their first child on July 4, 1875 and named him Henry Clay Latta…almost surely in memory of his older 
brother who died during the War.  The names and birth dates of Allen’s twelve children are recorded as follows: Hen-
ry Clay – July 4, 1875  [note the Independence Day relevance]; Annie Elizabeth – June 1, 1876; Alice Blanche – June 
1, 1877; Joseph Lucious – 1878; Alex Allen – October 24, 1879; Thomas – possibly 1880; John Irvin – June 3, 1881; 
Eunice Standgrove – July 22, 1883; Hazel Clyde – October 31, 1884; Mary Emma – September, 19, 1887; Viola Hen-
derson – December 21, 1891; and Wade Simpson – about 1893 

 The dates of death are unknown for all of the preceding, except for Alex Allan Latta (known as A. A. Latta) – 
the grandfather of E. Michael Latta and great-grandfather of Stanley M. Latta (the respective authors of this article).  
A. A. lived with his oldest son, Carlyle Alexander Latta and his wife, Anna Blanche Gordon Latta, during the last 
twelve years of his life.  A. A. Latta died on March 12, 1962 and is buried next to his wife, Pauline Overton, at Cor-
inth Baptist Church in Granville County, North Carolina.  During the marriage of A. A. and Pauline Latta, they had 
ten (10) children. 

 In summary, it appears from all accounts that Henry Clay Latta was a soldier’s soldier…in volunteering for 
duty and in doing his duty.  Wounded at least three times and placed on the Confederate Roll of Honor (recognition 
for “outstanding men who displayed courage and good conduct on the field of battle,”) were likely reasons why he 
rose through the ranks so quickly during a 2.5 year span of service.  While a 2nd Lieutenant, he was paid $80 a month 
– and Exhibit IV shows his legible signature along with his troop information.  For his efforts, he lost his life; howev-
er at the cost of his life, Henry Clay Latta protected the South and his family…both that he surely loved.  

This article was prepared by E. Michael Latta and his son, Stanley M. Latta, based upon family records as well as 
microfilm copies of actual records residing in the North Carolina State Archives.  Both men are life members of the 
Sons of Confederate Veterans and also of the Military Order of the Stars & Bars.  If errors of omission or commission 
are found, please contact stanlatta@usa.com. 

 

 

mailto:stanlatta@usa.com�
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FEDERAL FAILURE AT 
MANASSAS GAP 

By Ben H. Willingham, Jr., DCS, Historian 
General 

 
 Federal troops of French’s Third 
Corps pushed into and through Manassas 
Gap in the Blue Ridge and then, facing a 
brigade of Confederates, were delayed for 
hours. During those hours Major Generals 
Longstreet’s and Hill’s corps of Lee’s Ar-
my of Northern Virginia moved swiftly 
southward through the Luray Valley of the 
Shenandoah to safety. Two divisions of 

Ewell’s corps came up and es-tablished lines of defense. One Federal brigade attacked at Wapping Heights, 
but French’s delays meant that Meade had failed to isolate even one corps of the Confederates or to strike a 
major blow at the enemy. During the night Ewell, too, pulled off, leaving only a light rear guard near Front 
Royal. The Confederates continued unmolested to Culpeper Court House, below the Rappahannock. Skir-
mishing also broke out in the Blue Ridge at Snicker’s Gap, Chester Gap, and Gaines’ Cross Roads. 
 Brigadier General John Hunt Morgan’s fast-fading force fought again at Rockville, OH. A Federal 
ex-pedition operated from Memphis to Raleigh, TN. 
 A boat from the USS Fort Henry, in charge of Orderly Sergeant C. Nugent, made a midnight recon-
naissance into Bayport this evening. Nugent reports “the harbor clear of sail of any kind.” 
 The USS Hendrick Hudson made contact with the Port Royal at West Pass today and received three 
Confed-erate deserters from the 1st Regiment, Georgia Regulars, and a refugee. The commander of the 
Hendrick Hudson reports that all four “have taken the oath of allegiance.” 
 In a report to Washington, Admiral Bailey discusses the problems in Key West caused by the va-
cancy in the judgeship of the U.S. District Court. “The fact that the bench of this court is unfulfilled embar-
rasses every proceeding of a judicial character, for the remaining U.S. officials, the district attorney, the 
marshal, the clerk of the court, the prize commissioners, are unable to take any im-portant step without the 
sanction of a judge, unless they choose to assume a considerable degree of judicial responsibility and to 
exercise doubtful powers. Meantime, prizes are arriving every few days like the James Battle, sent in yes-
terday by the DeSoto, with six hundreds bales of cotton which should be adjudicated. These steamers, 
though admirably adapted to Southern waters, are useless at the North and ill fitted to make the voyage. 
They must, how-ever, be sent on or else the responsibility of transferring the cargo and making proper dis-
position of the vessel must be taken by those not properly chargeable with such duties. In view of these 
facts and also of the greatly increased ex-penditure in prize cases resulting from the absence of the prize 
judge, I would respectfully suggest that an appoint-ment be made of some person competent to fill the of-
fice and who will at once assume its duties. As Key West was never healthier than now, I do not think that 
any con-sideration as to season should deter a judge from coming down forthwith. If none other can be 
found, I am of the opinion that, should the President request it, Judge Marvin who is now in New York and 
who had filled the position of admiralty judge for twenty’ years with such unfaltering rectitude and rare 
ability, would resume the office until a fit successor could be obtained.” 
 Brigadier General Ripley, CSA, proposed the use of a fire ship against USS New Ironsides and other 
ships at Charleston.   General Pierre Gustave Toutant Beauregard consulted with naval leaders and decided 
the plan did not have a good chance of success. 
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CONFEDERATE LEGACY FUND 
 

The Legacy Fund gives us a unique opportunity to preserve our heritage for the benefit of future generations. It is 
part of our over-all financial plan. The purpose of the Legacy fund is to provide a source of income for college 
scholarships and other worthwhile projects to preserve our heritage. We treat this fund as if it were an endowment. 
Only the income that is generated from this fund is used to fund these projects. The principle will remain intact 
forever. 

We are asking our members to consider MOS&B in their financial planning. Members who donate $1000 will re-
ceive the distinctive Legion of Merit neck ribbon and drop. Your donation may be made as a single payment, in 
two annual payments of $500 each, or in four annual payments of $250 each. To date, over 50 of our members 
have seen fit to support our cause. 

As members of the Military Order of Stars and Bars we are proud to honor our ancestors and the cause that they 
fought for. The Legacy Fund provides us with a unique opportunity to assure our own relevance as an organiza-
tion. It also assures that our ancestors and our heritage will not be forgotten. But we need your help to make the 
Legacy Fund grow. 

We are deeply indebted to our members for their generosity. Over $50,000 has already been raised for the Legacy 
Fund through the generosity of our members. But we need everyone’s help to maximize the advantages of the Leg-
acy Fund. Eventually, all of our donations for college scholarships and Southern heritage projects will be paid for 
by the interest generated from this fund. 

Please consider the Legacy Fund in your financial planning. Your gift will be greatly appreciated. Deo Vindice.   

   

CONFEDERATE LEGACY FUND PLEDGE FORM 
 

Name: _________________________________________ MBR NBR: ____________ 

 

Street: _________________________________________ Phone: ________________ 

 

City/State/Zip: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Enclosed is my gift of:  

 

$250 in 4 installments _____ $500 in 2 installments _____ $1000 in 1 payment _____  

 

Make Check/gift payable to: MOS&B Confederate Legacy Fund 

Mail to: MOS&B – IHQ, P.O. Box 1700, White House, TN 37188-1700 
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Pictures from the 76th Annual Convention 

Springdale, Arkansas 
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