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The Battle of Champion Hill (Baker’s Creek) 

By Gary M. Loudermilk 

 In this month 150 years ago (May 16, 1863) the Battle that probably more than any other sealed the fate of the 
South in the west began just east of the Big Black River in Mississippi.  It was preceded by the battles at Raymond 
and Jackson and followed by a short battle at the Big Black. Confederate losses in these battles allowed the Union to 
lay siege to Vicksburg and ultimately take it. The following is a brief summary of the Battle known to the South as 
Baker’s Creek and to the North as Champion Hill. 

 A quote by Major S. H. M. Byers of the Fifth Iowa Infantry sums up the feelings of many of the battle partici-
pants: "Grant's crown of immortality was won, and the jewel that shone most brightly in it was set there by the blood 
of the men of Champion Hills ...... Six thousand blue and gray-coated men were lying there in the woods, dead or 
wounded, when the last gun of Champion Hills was fired.” 

 The Battle of Champion Hill in Hinds County Mississippi is often called the Gettysburg of the West. It was 
the decisive battle of the Vicksburg Campaign. It began about 7:00 a.m. on May 16th. Lieutenant General John C. 
Pemberton, the Confederate commander, deployed his three divisions (22,000 Confederates; Union forces totaled 
32,000) in a three mile-long battle line that ran from southwest to northeast along a ridge overlooking Jackson Creek. 
His position was suited for defense and was especially formidable against attacks along the Middle and Raymond 
roads. He was, however, unaware that one of the three Union columns was pushing down the Jackson Road toward his 
unprotected left flank on Champion Hill. If unchecked, this Union force could capture Edwards and cut the Confeder-
ates off from their base of operation - Vicksburg. Shortly after 9:00 a.m. a courier brought warning of the Federal ad-
vance along the Jackson Road. Confederate troops were shifted to the left to cover Champion Hill and protect the vital 
crossroads. Federal soldiers arrived near the Sid Champion house, swung from column into double line of battle and 
unlimbered their artillery. The battle roared into action. 

 Major General U. S. Grant established his headquarters at the Champion house. He ordered his 10,000 men on 
the Jackson Road to move forward in magnificent style with flags flying. The long blue lines extended westward be-
yond the Confederate flank. To meet this threat, Confederate troops shifted farther to the west creating a gap between 
the forces defending the crossroads and those defending the Raymond Road. By 11:30 a.m. the Federals closed in on 
the Confederate main line of resistance. With a cheer they stormed the position. The fighting was intense as the battle 
raged on Champion Hill. The lines swayed back and forth as charge and counter-charge was made. Shortly after 1:00 
p.m. the strength of numbers prevailed. The blue tide swept over the crest of Champion Hill. 

 

( — Continued on Page 4 — ) 
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Commander General’s Message 
Visiting the Membership 

 
 By the end of May my wife and I will have visited membership in thirteen of the 
Order’s eighteen societies. We have been well received and the hospitality extended to us 
has been outstanding, but then again that is what the South does. Unfortunately, we have 
heard a frequent refrain describing aggressive efforts to erase all things Confederate and 
to pervert the historical record into something different than what we know to have been 
the case. Now more than ever, we need like-minded people to rally to the Order to pre-
sent a differing point of view to that advanced by the politically correct crowd. 
 
 At the Spring GEC meeting in Staunton, Virginia, the Order approved $2500 to aid in the restora-
tion of the Star Fort in Winchester, Virginia. Next month marks the sesquicentennial of the Second Battle 
of Winchester. Lee’s victory there provided the launching pad for his invasion of the North. 
 
 The Staunton GEC meeting was held in conjunction with the Virginia Society. An Honorary mem-
bership was bestowed upon Professor James I. “Bud” Robertson. His address to the Virginia Society 
sounded an encouraging note describing how the State of Virginia has accepted a balanced curriculum of 
the WBTS. Professor Robertson played a significant role in crafting that curriculum. His is an example of 
the power of a dedicated individual to influence decisions. To the extent possible we all need to emulate 
his example and be involved. We have many making significant contributions. Those writing the articles in 
this magazine and those editing the Officer’s Call are good examples of those stepping forward. 
 
Respectfully, 
 

Toni  Turk 
Commander General  
  

Gatehouse Press  
online Civil War magazine 

 Gatehouse Press, publisher of Morningside books and The Gettysburg Magazine, now has a FREE Civil War magazine 
on the website. Every Monday and Thursday we post a new article. We also have a Photo of the Day every day. You can submit 
your own photos to be posted. 
 Articles cover all aspects of the Civil War and include:  (1) First person accounts; (2) Civil War sites; (3) On This Day 
articles; (4) Interviews; and (5) more. 
 

Be sure to bookmark us and visit often. 

www.gatehouse-press.com 
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( — Sesquicentennial Article # 31: Continued from Page 1— ) 

 The Confederates fell back to the Jackson Road followed closely by the hard-driving Federals. The powerful 
Union drive captured the crossroads and severed the Jackson Road escape route. Confronted by disaster, Pemberton 
ordered his two remaining divisions to counterattack. Leaving one brigade to guard the Raymond Road, the Confed-
erates moved from their right along the Ratliff Road toward the crossroads. Brigadier General John S. Bowen's 4,500 
men attacked the Federals near the crossroads and made a gallant stand. Using bayonets they drove the Federals back 
and gained control of Champion Hill. Outnumbered, the Confederate attack faltered short of the Champion house. 

 Grant then counterattacked, committing additional forces that had just arrived from Clinton by way of Bol-
ton. Pemberton’s men could not stand up to this assault, so he ordered his men from the field to the one escape route 
still open: the Raymond Road crossing of Bakers Creek. Brig. Gen. Lloyd Tilghman’s brigade formed the rearguard, 
and they held at all costs, including the loss of Tilghman. In the late afternoon, Union troops seized the Bakers Creek 
Bridge, and by midnight, they occupied Edwards. The Confederates were in full retreat towards Vicksburg knowing 
that if the Union forces caught them, they could destroy them. 

 Whether it’s called the Battle of Bakers Creek or the Battle of Champion Hill, it may have been the most 
important fight of the War. It's remembered by the North as the battle they needed to win to achieve ultimate victory. 
It's remembered by the South as the battle they needed to win if the Confederacy was to survive. It's remembered as 
a savage struggle and as General Hovey said in his Official Report, "It was literally a hill of death." Total estimated 
casualties were US 2,441 and CS 3,840.  

Interesting Battle Trivia 
After he was mortally wounded, Lloyd Tilghman was taken to the Yeiser house, where he was pronounced dead. 

His remains were eventually transported and buried in New York City. Tilghman is memorialized by a statue in 
Vicksburg National Military Park. It honors the memory of this highest-ranking officer killed during the campaign. 
His sons returned to the Champion Hill battlefield in 1907 and placed a monument at the site of their father's death. 

Sid’s wife, Matilda Champion returned to her home after the battle, happy to discover the lovely structure was 
still standing. It was burned to the ground about six months later by a Union soldier. When her husband died in 
1867, Matilda resorted to manual labor with the children and worked hard to educate them. She lived a long life be-
fore dying on December 10, 1907. 

After Pemberton surrendered Vicksburg, Sid Champion was imprisoned and later exchanged. He remained with 
the cavalry and was seriously wounded during Hood's Tennessee campaign during the fighting at Franklin. He ended 
the war as a lieutenant colonel. Sid returned home and built another home across the road from where the other had 
stood, this one facing the railroad. His health was not good, however, because he never fully recovered from his 
wound. Sid died in 1867, leaving his beloved Matilda with the four young children. 

The perfectly delivered counterattack delivered by John Bowen was the highlight of his career. After withdraw-
ing into Vicksburg during the siege he contacted dysentery. Captured, paroled and exchanged, he died only a few 
days later, ironically on a farm near the field where he fought. His remains were eventually buried in the Vicksburg 
Confederate Cemetery. 

 MOS&B Texas Chapter 264 Namesake in the Battle 

Many MOS&B members had ancestors in that battle and the ensuing Vicksburg siege. The Namesake of our Chap-
ter, Major John Loudermilk and one of his brothers, Lt. William “Doc” Loudermilk, were captured in the Champion 
Hill Battle. John escaped shortly after his capture and made it to General Joe Johnston’s Headquarters near Jackson. 
He was temporarily assigned to the staff of a Colonel Wilson. However Doc was not so lucky and he spent the rest 
of the War in five different Union stockades or prisons, including Memphis, Atlanta, Lovejoy’s Station, Johnson 
Island, (Lake Erie,) and Richmond. During John’s absence as Commander of Company D, 36th GA Inf., Lt. W. A. 
Deweese was in command of the Company and they remained and fought in and around Vicksburg from May 
through July of 1863. In August, records show the regiment located back in Atlanta and John eventually rejoined his 
Company there.  
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The Chaplain General’s Thoughts 

The Hope of Spring 
 One hundred and fifty years ago the Army of Northern Virginia under the gen-
eralship of Robert E. Lee were riding a crest of victories which they thought had the 
ultimate hope of obtaining eventual independence of the Confederacy. Our history in-
forms us that those hopes were beginning to be diminished with the outcome of the 
Battle of Gettysburg. The past one hundred and fifty years has been the arguments of 
would of, could of, and should of.  Perhaps the discussions need to be, we did, we will, 
and we shall. 

  I often asked the following question of myself. Why do those of us band together under the MOS&B banner, 
the SCV, the OSC, and perhaps other southern heritage fraternities, to revere our ancestors of our Confederate lin-
age? There is not a simple answer for many of us. I believe it is the character of the men who led our confederate an-
cestors into battle. Deeply ingrained into this character was their Christian Faith. This faith of which I am talking of 
is the Christian background of our ancestors. Into the spring of 1863 in Virginia, the Confederate army under Robert 
E. Lee experienced a short string of victories including the battles of Fredericksburg, and Chancellorsville. Two of 
the most prominent men of Faith by the consensus of most scholars of this period were Robert E. Lee and Stonewall 
Jackson. The examples of these two leaders were reflective of the not only the officer corps of the confederate army 
of our ancestors, but of the entirety of our beloved southland. 

 The Battle of Chancellorsville, which ended on May 6, 1863, is considered by many military historians, per-
haps the Army of Northern Virginia’s greatest victory under the leadership of General Robert E. Lee. The hope of the 
spring had come at a high, that of the loss of General Stonewall Jackson. We of the MOS&B are meeting the later 
days of this month and the first day of June to enjoy the fellowship of who we are.  This is our hope of spring, the 
celebration of who we are. God save the South. 

Raymond Holder         
Chaplain General  

Confederate Memorial Service 
at the Greenwood Cemetery 

 
 On April 27, 2013, the Annual Confederate Memorial Ser-
vice was held at the Greenwood Cemetery in downtown Orlando.  
The Colonel L. M. Park MOS&B Chapter #52 in conjunction with 
the CSS Florida SCV Camp #102 hosted this service. Others that 
participated in this Annual Confederate Memorial Service were 
members of the Annie Coleman UDC Chapter # 225, the Florence 
Collier UDC Chapter #1758, the Jefferson Davis UDC Chapter 
#2173, the Osceola Confederate Dames UDC Chapter #2684, and 
the Elizabeth Albernathy CofC Chapter #17. 
 
 We also had some special guest at this Confederate Memorial Service and they were: Jeff Sizemore 
(MOS&B Editor), Mark Sizemore (SCV Florida Division Treasurer & Col. L. M. Park MOS&B Member), William 
Nicholson, Jr. (SCV Florida Division Adjutant & MOS&B Florida Society Battalion Commander for Recruitment), 
Larry Rowe (SCV Florida Division 10th Brigade Commander), Laura Connor (UDC Florida Division Past President), 
Joni Connor-Little (UDC Florida Division District IV Director), Joyce Sizemore (UDC Florida Division District V 
Director), Jessica Sizemore (CofC Florida Division Vice President) and Melinda Anderson (UDC Military Service 
Award Chairperson) and are pictured above. 
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CIVIL WAR HISTORY 

JAMES COUNTRY MERCANTILE 

111 N. Main Liberty, MO 64068 

816-781-9473   FAX 816-781-1470 

jamescntry@aol.com   www.jamescountry.com 

 

 Everything Needed For The Living Historian! 

Ladies - Gentlemen - Civilian - Military 
Uniforms – Ladies Clothing  - Accoutrements—Weapons - Accessories 

YOUR PATRONAGE IS APPRECIATED! 

http://www.jamescountry.com/�
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History Made in Georgia 
By David L. Floyd, MOS&B AOT Councilor 

 

 The day was overcast with a slight cool breeze and there was a threat of rain in the air, but it did nothing to 
damper the spirit of those gathered to make history at Brown’s Memorial Park at the foot of the Confederate Section 
of the city cemetery in Marietta, GA.  At the precise time of 12 noon, the Memorial service to the Confederate Sol-
diers was called to order by Col. Houston Spencer, Jr. of the Old City Guard, the sponsor of the “Wreaths Across 
America” that were to be placed on the graves of Soldiers buried in the Georgia section of the Confederate cemetery. 

 December 15, 2012 marks the 20th Anniversary of the “Wreaths across America”, and as wreaths were be-
ing placed on Union graves at the National Cemetery in Marietta, for the first time in Georgia and the South, a his-
toric event was taking place at the Confederate Cemetery as members of the Confederate Army were included in this 
national event with the placing of wreaths on their graves to honor their service to the South.  There were over 100 in 
attendance, the program was started with an invocation, presentation of colors, welcome remarks, recognition of the 
contributing organizations, introduction of guest, remarks by the Mayor of the City of Marietta, his Honor Steve 
Tumlin, speech by keynote speaker Major John Dietrichs of the Old Guard, placement of ceremonial wreaths, taps, 
retirement of the colors, and closing benediction. 

 The ceremony was covered by Channel 46 TV of Atlanta and the Marietta Daily Journal.  Channel 46’s re-
port made both their 6:00 PM and 11:00 PM news report.  The Journal Sunday’s addition started their report with a 
front page story with pictures and continued with pictures of the placement of the wreaths, the Old Guard’s honor 
guard, and the balance of their report on the inside front page. 

 The article quoted the Mayor as stating “the wreath celebration is a wonderful experience and very rele-
vant”.  Others attending the ceremony were Marietta City Councilmen Philip Goldstein and Grif Chalfart and State 
Representative Don Parsons (R-East Cobb).  Representing the Georgia Division of the Sons of Confederate Veterans 
was Division Adjutant Tim Pilgrim with his daughters and Division Judge Advocate Dan Coleman.  Also in attend-
ance from National SCV was Lt. Commander-in-Chief Charles Kelly Barrow with his wife and children.  Note that 
the General John B. Gordon MOS&B Chapter #88 was also in attendance and participated in this monumental event 
of honor the Confederate soldiers.  

 At the close of the program, participants moved to the Confederate Section of the cemetery and each person, 
including the children, with much reverence placed 150 wreaths on the graves of the Georgia veterans.  A group 
from Alabama headed by Dan Williams, placed Confederate Battle Flags on the graves of the Alabama veterans.  
Steve Tobelman from Louisiana was there with the Louisiana Secession Flag and placed a wreath at the monument 
marking the area where the boys from Louisiana are buried. 

 On Saturday, Nationwide, more than a million wreaths were laid, but to the people who attended this cere-
mony in Marietta, there were none more important than the ones laid by these Southerners to honor these men who 
died fighting for what they felt was right.  The placing of these wreaths was not to celebrate Christmas, but to honor 
these Confederate Soldiers and what they fought for. 

 History was made on Saturday December 15, 2012 at the Confederate Cemetery in Marietta, GA by being 
the first time Confederate Soldiers were included in this national event, but it will not be the last time.  It is hoped, 
by the Old Guard, that next year when the “Wreaths across America” again are placed at the National Cemeteries 
across the country that in every Confederate Cemetery across the South, each and every headstone will be graced by 
a wreath to honor the Confederate Soldiers also that are buried there.  
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Virginia’s Distinguished Service Nationally Recognized 
at the Virginia Society Convention 

By Greg Eanes, Thomas H. Williamson Chapter # 249 
 

 Virginian’s appear to lead the pack in 2013 National level awards if the annual Virginia Society Conven-
tion is any indicator. Our standards of excellence and commitment shown through and this was evident by one of 
the best records of attendance and the numbers of awards Commander General Toni Turk handed out on behalf of 
the General Society. 
 The Williamson Chapter fared well with two submissions for high National awards getting approved. Sig-
nificant among these was the Judah P. Benjamin Award presented to Chuck Ironmonger of Farmville for his work 
at Hampden-Sydney College in the Society for the Preservation of Southern Heritage. Ironically, Chuck was a 
non-faculty staff member allowed to be a ‘faculty’ advisor, a ‘first’ for the college. The Benjamin Award is the 
highest award that can be given to a non-member. National Awards Chair Ed Stack was so impressed with 
Chuck’s contributions that he nominated Chuck for the only non-member Henry Timrod award for contributions 
in arts and letters. 
 I have been aware of Chuck’s involvement in preserving Confederate heritage for well-over over 30 years. 
There is probably no one in Southside Virginia whose lifetime of personal commitment to preserving, protecting, 
promoting and educating others on Southern and Confederate heritage and history exceeds that of Chuck Iron-
monger. Not one to seek accolades or personal attention, Chuck’s personal mission has been to make a positive 
difference ‘in his own backyard’. His mature, calm demeanor and his own quiet diplomatic skills has allowed 
him to do that in such a way that its impact will be felt for many years not only in his community but in the lives 
of the young students he’s influenced. Having a positive influence on young lives, charging them to ‘go forth 
and do well’ is the greatest achievement we can ever desire in education or any other endeavor – Chuck has done 
that. 
 Also significant is Williamson First Lieutenant Commander Zachary Pittard’s receipt of the Colonel John 
Pelham Award. (Again the details are in a follow-on story). Young Zachary has only been with the Society for 
about a year but his initiative and commitment have already set a standard worthy of emulation. Again, it illus-
trates how one person can make a positive difference in their own backyard. He’s a junior at Longwood Universi-
ty where he’s majoring in history. Well done Zach! 
 The Williamson Chapter’s Southside Sentinel was recognized as the Best Newsletter in the General Society. 
In only one year it has set a standard of excellence for preserving and protecting our Confederate history. 

 Numerous other Virginians were recipients of National Awards and recognitions.  These have been included 
so you can see what our colleagues are doing and to serve as a public record. One of the most moving events was 
when Commander General Turk made distinguished historian Dr. James I. (Bud) Robertson an honorary member of 
the Society. Dr. Robertson appeared extremely humbled and emotionally moved by the honor. It was a ‘magic mo-
ment’ to have witnessed and then to hear his follow comments. 

 Other elements of the convention are also presented in this issue as well as Commander General 
Turk’s comments on the MOS&B’s 75th Anniversary which members will find of great interest. Enjoy and 
share!  

Presentation of Douglas Southall 
Freeman History Award  

 
The winner of the award for 2012 was Jerry H. Maxwell 
(posthumously) for his book, The Perfect Lion: The Life and Death of 
Confederate Artillerist John Pelham. It is the history of a native of 
Alabama who left West Point Military Academy to serve the Confed-
eration. Pelham distinguished himself as an artillery commander in 
Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia.  Presenting the award is 
Chief of Staff, Sig Reckline, to Brent Maxwell of Greenville, South 
Carolina who accepted the trophy and check on behalf of his father. 
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The award shall be made for the best published book of high merit in the field of Southern history beginning with the 
colonial period to the present time. The award shall be given only to works of high merit. The award shall be in the 
amount of $1,000 paid directly to the author. The winner shall also receive an engraved trophy denoting that he or 
she was the recipient of the award. The award was named in honor of the premier historian of General Robert E. Lee 
and the Army of Northern Virginia.  

 
 

David Edwards Elected  
New NC Society Commander  

 
STATESVILLE–David Edwards, a member of the Henry C. Grady 
Chapter No. 296, was elected Commander of the Confederate Officers of 
NC  Society  MOS&B  at their 2013 Convention held in Statesville.  Com-
mander Edwards recently served as Lt. Commander of the NC Society under 
outgoing Society Commander Rodney Williams. 
 
Pictured herein is newly elected NC Society MOS&B Commander David 
Edwards of Wadesboro. 

150th Anniversary of the Surrender 
Of the CSS Shenandoah 

 
LIVERPOOL, ENGLAND–The final event of the 2010/2015 Sesquicentennial will be reenacting the 

surrender of the CSS Shenandoah which took place in November 1865. The reenactment will take place the 
week of No- vember 4-8, 2015 along the historic Albert Docks of Liverpool, England. 

This event is being spearheaded by Gerald Wells, Commander of SCV Camp No. 2168, Glasgow, Scotland. 
Already almost 40 reenactors from across the country and the United Kingdom have already registered to be a part 
of this historic event. 

 
 Further information regarding this event can be found at the event web page at: www.cssshenandoah.org/

CSS_ Shenandoah/Welcome.html.  Event Coordinator Gerald Wells can be reached at: jwells2168@comcast.net. 

Commander Frank Powell   
Addresses C of C Convention 

 
WAKE FOREST– Capt. J a m e s  I r e d e l l  Waddell MOS&B Chapter 332 Commander Frank Powell ad-
dressed the recent NC Division Children of the Confederacy Convention held April 5 - 6th in Wake Forest.  He 
spoke on the role of Wake Forest College during the War Between the States.   The Children of the Confederacy 
had a very successful convention with over 60 in attendance. 

http://www.cssshenandoah.org/CSS_�
http://www.cssshenandoah.org/CSS_�
http://www.cssshenandoah.org/CSS_�
http://www.cssshenandoah.org/CSS_�
mailto:jwells2168@comcast.net�
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  TRAGEDY and ENIGMA 
By Bob Hurst 

  
      We are constantly confronted with enigmas. Why do bad things happen to good people? Why are innocent 
children born with conditions that cause either an early death or a much-diminished quality of life? Why do voters so 
often seem to elect unscrupulous people to public office? Why do good things happen to bad people? On a somewhat 
lesser scale is the question of why do some people with seemingly less intelligence and ability get continued promo-
tions and praise while others, with greater favorable attributes, get passed over? This article will address that ques-
tion as it relates to an accomplished and capable Confederate officer during the War for Southern Independence. 
       James Henry Lane was a Virginian by birth, born at Mathews Court House in 1833 into a prosperous family. 
He entered Virginia Military Institute in 1851 and was graduated in 1854 with the honor of being named "most dis-
tinguished" academically. He continued his studies at the University of Virginia and graduated in 1857. 
 After a period of working as an engineer and a teacher, he returned to VMI as an assistant professor. In 1859 
he took a position of professor of mathematics and commandant of cadets at West Florida Seminary (now known as 
Florida State University) in Tallahassee. The next year he left to join the faculty of the North Carolina Military Insti-
tute where the superintendent was Daniel Harvey Hill. ( D.H. Hill, of course, would eventually rise to great fame as 
a Confederate general and, later, as a respected college president.) 
       With the outbreak of war in 1861, the 1st North Carolina Regiment was formed with D.H. Hill as colonel 
and Jim Lane as major. Major Lane immediately began to prove his military and leadership abilities at the engage-
ment at Big Bethel where D.H. Hill credited him with being responsible for the rousing Confederate victory. After 
this, the 1st North Carolina became known as the "Bethel Regiment" and James Lane picked up the nickname of 
"Little Major", which was a play on his small stature. 
       In the Fall of 1861, Lane became colonel of the 28th North Carolina Regiment. In April of 1862, he reor-
ganized the 28th and the regiment was assigned to the Army of Northern Virginia in General A.P. Hill's Division. 
General Lawrence O'Bryan Branch was Lane's brigade commander. Only a month later, Colonel Lane received high 
praise from General Branch, and even General Robert E. Lee,  for his masterful handling of his troops during the 
engagement at Hanover Court House, Virginia, where his forces were vastly out-numbered by the federals. 
       During subsequent months, Lane's troops were almost constantly in battle in Virginia at such encounters as 
Seven Days, Gaines Mill, Malvern Hill, Cedar Mountain and Second Manassas. Colonel Lane's troops continued to 
perform outstandingly during this period. 
 When General Branch was killed at the Battle of Sharpsburg (those in the North call it "Antietam"), Colonel 
Lane was quickly promoted to command of the brigade. Citing "gallant and meritorious service", his own troops re-
quested his promotion to brigadier general. Lane was promoted to brigadier on November 1, 1862, upon the recom-
mendations of generals Robert E. Lee, Stonewall Jackson and A.P. Hill. 
       Shortly after assuming command of the brigade after Sharpsburg (and before his promotion to brigadier gen-
eral), Lane was called to report to General Jackson, who was in command of General Lee's Second Corps, to receive 
special orders for the brigade. This was the first time that Jim Lane had seen Thomas Jackson since VMI where 
Jackson had been an instructor. Lane recounts in his book about Jackson ( written some twenty-three years after the 
War had ended) that General Jackson greeted him warmly, expressed confidence in his abilities and called for God's 
blessings on Lane. Jim Lane was surprised that Jackson had even remembered him and was much moved by the con-
versation. He recounts that from that point on he felt a warm attachment to Jackson and characterized their relation-
ship as akin to that of father and son. 
       Jim Lane's first command as a general officer was a month later at Fredericksburg, another Confederate vic-
tory, and Lane's North Carolinians again performed admirably. Just more than four months later, however, General 
Lane would fight his last battle under the command of General Jackson as it was at this encounter, Chancellorsville, 
that the immortal Stonewall received the wounds that would eventually cause his death ten days later. 
 From that point until the end of the War, General Lane's brigade covered itself with glory. From Gettysburg, 
where the brigade took part in Pickett's Charge, to the "Bloody Angle" at Spotsylvania Court House, to Cold Harbor, 
to Petersburg and, finally, to Appomattox, Lane's North Carolinians continually distinguished themselves. After 
Spotsylvania, a LONDON TIMES reporter had written that no one could forget the "Little General" as he gave the 
command for the volley that checked Hancock's Corps and saved the right wing of Robert E. Lee's army. 
 After Appomattox, General Lane gave a sincere tribute and compliment to his North Carolinians by remind-
ing them that they were "first at Bethel, highest at Gettysburg and last at Appomattox". 
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  General James Lane performed admirably from his first encounter to his last - from Bethel to Appomattox. 
So what is the enigma associated with this capable and effective leader who excelled from beginning to end? It is 
simply that he was never promoted beyond the rank of brigadier general. Despite his outstanding record, he was nev-
er promoted to major general although 72 others were and that's not even mentioning the 25 others who achieved the 
ranks of lieutenant general or full general. 
   So, the question becomes, "why them and not him?" To possibly answer this question we must return to the 
Battle of Chancellorsville. The day of May 2, 1863, proved to be a day of great triumph and great tragedy for the 
Confederacy and for General Stonewall Jackson. His famous flank march and savage attack on the Federal right is 
still considered one of the most effective actions ever taken in war. The only thing that prevented Jackson's forces 
from completely devastating Union general Hooker's entire line was the onset of darkness. The darkness set the stage 
for the great tragedy that was to occur. 
       Later that evening, as General Jackson was making a reconnaissance with members of his staff to survey the 
situation, the group was fired upon in the darkness  by troops of the North Carolina 18th Regiment under Major John 
Barry. The 18th was a part of the brigade commanded by General Jim Lane. This regrettable action was obviously a 
result of the darkness, the confusion caused by both forces being in close proximity and the uncertainty concerning 
the enemies location. 
       Ironically, as General Jackson and his staff were beginning their reconnaissance mission around 9:15 PM, 
the group rode through the North Carolina 18th and one of the regimental officers asked Jackson if this wasn't the 
wrong place for him to be. The great Stonewall called back to the officer that the enemy had been routed and the 
danger was over. 
       General A.P. Hill and some of his staff members were on the same type mission but about 25 yards behind 
Jackson's group. The Federal forces were so close at one point that one of Hill's staff actually rode into a Union bat-
tery and was taken prisoner. Since the generals now knew the location of the Union lines they started back to the 
Confederate position. The two generals and their staffs totaled more than two dozen mounted riders since Hill's 
group had caught up with Jackson's. 
       In the darkness the group was mistaken by troops of the North Carolina 18trh to be Union forces. Shots were 
fired and this caused return fire from the nearby Federals. General Hill raced about shouting to the Confederates to 
cease firing but Major Barry of the 18th, thinking this to be a ruse, yelled to his men to keep firing. He did not recog-
nize General Hill in the darkness. The mounted Confederate officers were only about twenty yards from the Confed-
erate ground forces when a solid sheet of rifle fire was launched by the  North Carolinians. Several of the officers 
were killed and more than a dozen dead horses were later found. General Jackson was wounded badly and an arm 
had to be amputated as a result. He died ten days later from various complications. 
    When General Lane questioned Major Barry immediately after the tragedy, the major said he knew nothing 
of Hill and Jackson going to the front and that, in the darkness, it was impossible to tell friend from foe so when the 
horses started galloping he had thought it was Federal cavalry and had ordered his men to fire. Even though General 
Jim Lane had no direct responsibility for the tragic and mistaken shooting of General Stonewall Jackson, there obvi-
ously was some malice displayed toward him since the shooting had been done by "Lane's troops". 
    Could this be the reason that James Lane never received the promotions that he deserved? Well, the greatest 
authority on General Stonewall Jackson certainly thinks that is a possibility. The renowned Jackson scholar, 
Dr. James I. Robertson, Jr., of Virginia Tech, wrote in his acclaimed biography of Stonewall Jackson that the tragedy 
at Chancellorsville "may explain why Lane never received promotion to major general, despite a sterling record to 
the end of the war." If that is indeed the case, what a shame. It is also a shame that Jim Lane has never received the 
credit he deserves for his outstanding service to the Confederacy. 
  Returning to his Virginia home after the War, Jim Lane found his family destitute, the house plundered and 
the livestock and crops taken. He eventually returned to teaching and in 1869 was married. He taught at what is now 
Virginia Tech for a number of years and in 1882 he took a position as Chair of Engineering at the Alabama Poly-
technic Institute in Auburn, Alabama. That great school is now known as Auburn University. He would remain at 
this post for 25 years and is, in fact, buried in Auburn at Pine Hill Cemetery. 
 As he had been an outstanding military figure, Jim Lane was also a highly respected academician and in 
1896 the University of West Virginia conferred upon him an honorary doctorate in philosophy. 
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    Jim Lane could never throw off the sorrow caused by the tragic mistaken shooting of Stonewall Jackson. The 
longtime Superintendent  of VMI, Francis Smith, commented that anytine James Lane tried to speak of it his voice 
broke and tears would roll down his face. Smith also stated that he had a strong personal respect for the "ability and 
solid character" of Jim Lane. 
    I have had a personal interest in General James Henry Lane since I first read about him some years ago. Part 
of this interest is because of several common ties that  we have. My undergraduate degree is from Auburn University. 
My graduate degrees are from Florida State University. My fraternity, Sigma Nu, was founded at Virginia Military 
Institute. Then, of course, there's this thing about the Confederacy. I think you understand. 
      Jim Lane lived an admirable life in every regard. Although he might not have received the recognition and ac-
claim due him, I can assure you that he will always have one big fan. 
  
  
Note: Previous articles of CONFEDERATE JOURNAL are available in book form. Volume 1 (2005-2007) can be 
ordered online at http://createspace.com/3540609 and Volume 2 (2008-2009) can be ordered online at http://
createspace.com/3543269. 
 

The South Was Right! 
The below is an excerpt from the above book by the Kennedy brothers. 

THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS AND SOUTHERN ECONOMIC REALITY 

 Happiness is indeed more than economics, but the pursuit of happiness cannot be divorced from the economic 
realm of life.  It is in this realm of economics that the South stands like a shoeless urchin in a relentless winter storm. 
 Economic prosperity has been elusive for the South since Appomattox.  Because of our poor economic stand-
ing, the youth of the South must start their pursuit of happiness as second-class citizens within the United States. 
 Much has been said about the booming “Sun Belt,” but occasionally some hard and cold facts are revealed 
that dispel this myth of Southern prosperity.  According to the United States Commerce Department, the average in-
come for Southerners is below that of other Americans.  As a matter of fact, of the Southern states, all but one is 
ranked in the bottom fifty percent of the states for personal income.  The South, after the loss of its war for independ-
ence, has always been on the bottom on the income scale.  The people of Canada, who remained loyal to the English 
Crown during the American Revolutionary War, have a higher personal income than the average Southerner! 
 If two young people start to work, one in the South and one in the North, the Northerner will have a distinct 
advantage over the Southerner.  This trend will continue throughout their lives.  If the young person has the luck of 
living in Mississippi, he or she will have the dubious honor of living (or trying to exist) on the lowest per capita in-
come in the entire country. 
  Why should the Southern states always be at the bottom of the economic barrel in America?  Year after year, 
Southern youth who are yoked to a second-class economy must compete against their Northern counterparts.  Regard-
less of whether this situation has come about by accident or by design, the results for young and old alike are the 
same.  As Southerners, we must make our way in an economically depressed region of “our” country.  This has been 
the case since our benevolent masters from the North “saved” the glorious Union!  What a terrible price we are pay-
ing for their political, military, and economic success!  The Yankee myth-makers would have you believe that we 
should be grateful the them for their willingness to come all the way down South to kill, rob, and burn just to keep us 
in their land of freedom and prosperity. 
 We should face the fact that our economic well-being will never be salvaged by anyone other than ourselves.  
The Southern states at one time had enough natural resources in oil and gas to be as prosperous as any Middle-Eastern 
Arab nation.  What has happened?  Our resources have been squandered for the benefit of the Northern industrialist.  
These resources were not and are not being used to build up our Southern economy.  The South has served as a con-
venient source of natural resources and cheap labor, just like any other victimized colony. 
 Our only hope of changing our second-class economic status is to quit acting like pacified colonial subjects.  
We must look to ourselves for our economic salvation.  Let us pledge to those yet unborn that they shall not come in 
to the world as second-class citizens; then we must be prepared to take those actions necessary to fulfill that pledge. 
 The controlling element of the Yankee Empire responds, in typical reactionary fashion, to the nationalist 
views of Southerners by assigning villainy (hate, bigotry, racism, etc.) to our motives.  The Southern people do not 
and have never harbored evil intentions against their Northern neighbors.  What we have demanded and continue to            

http://createspace.com/3540609�
http://createspace.com/3543269�
http://createspace.com/3543269�
http://createspace.com/3543269�
http://createspace.com/3543269�
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insist upon is the right to control our lives, our destiny, and the sovereign right to build for ourselves a better South.  
We have no desire to enforce our will upon others.  We claim the right to use our freedom and liberty to build a bet-
ter world for ourselves, and we reject the notion that the liberal Yankee imperialists possess the right to nullify our 
liberty.  We desire this expression of liberty for ourselves and for all others who wish to adopt it freely. 
 
(Submitted by William H. Nicholson, Jr., Col. L. M. Park MOS&B Chapter #52) 
 

TEXAS SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 526 
 

WHEREAS. April is the month in which the Confederate States of America began and ended a four-year struggle for 
states' rights, individual freedom, and local government control; and 

WHEREAS, The State of Texas declared herself to be a free and independent state and subsequently joined the Con-
federate States of America of which it was a member state from 1861 until 1865; and 

WHEREAS, The battlefields, monuments, museums, and other historical sites to be found in Texas allow our citi-
zens and visitors to remember, study, and appreciate the men and women of that unique time in the history of Texas 
and the nation; and 

WHEREAS, The flag of the State of Texas was carried by Texas Confederate soldiers in every major battle of the 
War Between the States and the state contributed over 115,000 soldiers and sailors to the service of the Confederate 
States of America; and 

WHEREAS, During the period of reconciliation, Texas Confederate veterans became Instrumental in the continued 
development of our state and local governments and our institutions of higher learning; and 

WHEREAS, We honor our past and draw from it the courage, strength, and wisdom to go forward into the future 
together as Texans and Americans; and 

WHEREAS, The State of Texas has long recognized her Confederate history and the leaders who made sacrifices on 
behalf of the Confederate cause; and 

WHEREAS, The Texans who served in the War Between the States are memorialized in almost every county in the 
state, and many cities and counties in the State of Texas bear the name of Confederate veterans; and 

WHEREAS, It is important for all Texans to reflect upon our state's past and to respect the devotion of her Confeder-
ate leaders, soldiers, and citizens to the cause of Southern liberty; and 

WHEREAS, In years since the war, the morally abhorrent practice of slavery has in the minds of many Texans be-
come the prime motivation of Southern soldiers, despite the fact that 98 percent of Texas Confederate soldiers never 
owned a slave and never fought to defend slavery; and 

WHEREAS, Politically correct revisionists would have Texas children believe that their Confederate ancestors 
fought for slavery when in fact most Texans joined the Confederate armed forces to defend their homes, their fami-
lies, and their proud heritage as Texans; and 

WHEREAS, Confederate Memorial Day in April is a time for all Texans to honor those men and women who died 
for Texas, and also all the Texans who came afterward and benefited from their legacy of honor and devotion to our 
state; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Senate of the State of Texas, 76th Legislature, hereby recognize April as Confederate History 
and Heritage Month In the State of Texas and encourage all Texas schools and citizens to join in efforts to become 
more knowledgeable of the role of the Confederate States of America in the history of our country. 

President of the Senate Rick Perry 

I hereby certify that the above Resolution was adopted by the Senate 

On March 30, 1999. 

Betty King, Secretary of the Senate; Mike Jackson, Member, Texas Senate 
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Yeatman Insurance  
Insurance and Financial Services  

Larry Yeatman, Agent 
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    Various Minie Balls              

Human femur struck by Minie 
Ball  

The Lead 
Minie Ball 

 (Sometimes spelled Mini or Minnie) 
 
During the War the North and South used a great variety 
of small arms ammunition, but the type most used was the 
Minie ball. Prior to the development of the Minie ball, rifles were seldom 
used in combat due to the difficulty in loading. The ammunition used by rifles 
was the same diameter as the barrel in order for the bullet to engage the 
groves of the rifled barrel. As a result the ball had to be forced into the bar-
rel. The Minie ball, originally designed by Captain Claude-Etienne Minie of 
France and improved on by manufacturers in the United States, changed 
warfare. Since the Minie ball was smaller than the diameter of the barrel, it 
could be loaded quickly by dropping the bullet down the barrel. This conical 
lead bullet had two or three grooves and a conical cavity in its base. The 
gases, formed by the burning powder once the firearm was fired, expanded 
the base of the bullet so that it engaged the rifling in the barrel. Thus, rifles 
could be loaded quickly and yet fired accurately. 

Two Minie balls 
meeting head-on  
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