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Eyewitness to War: Mary Boykin Chestnut 

By J. A. Barton Campbell  

 The majority of readers probably recognize the name “Mary Boykin Chestnut”. Pick up any book on the 

War Between the States of some length, and chances are that you will find her work in the bibliography.  This re-

nowned diarist wrote voluminously on life and events during the War.  And I don’t use this just as a manner of 

speaking; her work is a real tome!  The 1981 edition that I have is, by actual measurement, 2-1/2‖ thick! 

 Mary was born in 1823 in South Carolina. Her father had been a U. S. Representative, and was subsequently 

governor of South Carolina and a U. S. Senator.  She was educated in Charleston, and a very bright student, becom-

ing fluent in German and French.  It is obvious to anyone that has read her diary that she herself was extremely well-

read. Mary married James Chestnut, Jr. n 1840; he later became a U. S. Senator in his own right in 1858. She thor-

oughly enjoyed the capitol in Washington.  Upon secession, James Chestnut participated in the early evolution of the 

Confederate government, and was a signer of the Confederate Constitution.  He was appointed a brigadier general by 

Jefferson Davis, and commanded the South Carolina reserve forces.  

 Mary began her diary in February of 1861 and kept it thru to the end of the war.  As we commence the Ses-

quicentennial,  I find it interesting to read the parallel dates in her record.  So as an introduction to her significant 

writings,  I am going to give you some excerpts from the September, 1861 entries,  to give you something of the fla-

vor of what is there, and perhaps whet your appetite have you not read her remarkable record.  

“Sept 9th – Home again {South Carolina}. Left Richmond September 2nd, 1861  

  The mother of that poor lad I went to see die at the tobacco factory in Richmond met me. ---- Now 

they are raising mony  to bring his body home. Too late. A little of it would have made him comfortable –maybe 

saved his life.  When I think of the filth and squalor in which I found him – his clothes unchanged for weeks, an at-

mosphere of horror on every side, wounded men packed  in rows like sardines in a box – no wonder I fainted. And 

now we are efficient at last and have money to bring home his body.” 

  In Missouri, Ben McCulloch caught a Dutch parson in the act of making some men take the oath of 

allegiance to the USA. He ordered him to take his Bible again in hand and unswear them as quick as possible.  

  Kentucky does not mean to come to us.  

 
(Continued on Page 4) 
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Commander General’s Message 

2012 Membership Renewal Statements 
 

 This has really been a very busy summer this year! 

 

 As reported last month, we had a very successful Jacksonville Convention that 

generated a lot of renewed friendships and cultivated many new ones.  A lot of action 

items have been generated from the Convention and the General Officer Staff has been making great ef-

forts to successfully complete them. 

 Your staff has also vigorously worked the past several weeks in preparing the 2012 national mem-

bership renewal statements and current rosters of the Departments, State Societies Chapters.  These have 

been distributed to your leadership at the different echelons by the Adjutant General. 

 Please ensure that your dues for 2012 are paid in full by December 31, 2011.  Your membership 

card for 2012 is your receipt for national dues paid.  Obviously, the sooner your payment is received the 

faster the turnaround time is for mailing your membership card.  Pay now and avoid the rush!   

 On August 27th I had the honor of presenting the General Basil W. Duke Literary Award to the 

2011 winner – The University Press of Kentucky.  They published the book One of Morgan’s Men: Mem-

oirs of Lt. John M. Porter of the 9th Kentucky edited by Kent Masterson Brown.  The presentation was 

made at the re-dedication ceremony of the statue of General John Hunt Morgan in front of the Old Court-

house in Lexington, Kentucky.  The re-dedication ceremony was held by the Morgan’s Men Association 

and over 60 people were in attendance.  In the picture below, Kent Masterson Brown is in the middle with 

Mack McCormick, Publicity and Rights Manager for the University Press on the right. This is the third 

Basil W. Duke Literary Award that the Press has received.  This year they also published a book entitled 

My Old Confederate Home: A Respectable Place for Civil War Veterans by Rusty Williams which won 

the 2011 Douglas Southall Freeman History Award for the first time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Order receives a lot of national prestige and good will from our Literary Award Program. 

 

 Gentlemen, YOU are the Order and our future is in YOUR hands!  

 

Max Lee Waldrop, Jr.  
Commander General 
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(From Page 1 - Sesquicentennial Article #14) 

 

 Sept. 16th – That poor, abused, badgered Walker {Sec’y of War}, he has resigned. As soon as I heard he 

took it on himself to order military elections without the president‟s knowledge, I knew his days were numbered.  

  Today the Examiner as usual pitches into the President.  It thinks „Toombs, Cobb, Slidell, Lamar, or 

Chestnut would have been far better.‟ 

 Sept. 19th- An iron steamer has run the blockade at Savannah. We raise our wilted heads like flowers  after a 

shower. This drop of good news revives us. 

 Sept. 24th – Hitherto I have never thought of being afraid of negroes.  I had never injured any of them. Why 

should they want to hurt me?  Two-thirds of my religion consists in trying to be good to negroes because they are so 

in my power, and it would be so easy to be the other thing.  

 In the Quaker city {Philadelphia}, and in the lifetime of a living woman now present, there were slavehold-

ers.  

 Sept 27-29th – I feel so depressed for my country, and for myself, and for my future political hopes.” 

 There are sections that I skim; all content is not equally interesting, and there is a huge amount of material, 

as indicated above.  But for the true student of the War,  this is a volume that deserves a place on your bookshelf! 

 

Book Review: Devil's Den 
by Timothy Ashby 

 
502 pp., 2011. CreateSpace, Amazon, $15.34, Paperback.  

 
Reviewer: Deputy Adjutant General William L. Caynor Sr. DAG Caynor  has published two books being: With-

out a Scratch & Patriots & Secessionalists. His next book to be released in the spring of 2012 is Independence or 

Annihilation. 

 

Review: A great fictional story based in the time period around the sixtieth anniversary reunion at Gettysburg in 

1923. The primary character of the storyline is Seth Armitage, a BI agent, the forerunner of the FBI. Murder, in-

trigue, with a conspiracy plot creates a spellbinding, who dun nit. Southern Agent Armitage must sort out the mys-

tery of who and why is someone killing union veterans. The narrative intertwines with historical events and person-

alities that only make it appear more alive. Ashby's imagination is insightful, descriptive and channeled in a master-

piece of literature. I would strongly recommend this reading to anyone interested in unraveling a puzzle of conspir-

acy, corruption and murder. I salute you Timothy Ashby, descendant of the courageous and gallant General Turner 

Ashby. Well done. 

 

Timothy Ashby is a historian, businessman and author of Bear in the Backyard and Missed Opportunity. 

 

Book Review Column 

 The Officer's Call offers a column pertaining to the review of Southern literature. This will give authors an 

opportunity to acquire some exposure and compatriots the chance to gain first hand knowledge of Confederate his-

tory and culture writings available in the marketplace.  

 Authors, please submit all book review requests to: Deputy Adjutant General  William L. Caynor Sr., 

P.O. Box 775875, Steamboat Springs, CO 80477 (970)879-7850 caynorwrls@frii.com 



Officer’s Call - Vol. 3, Issue 9  Page 5 

The Chaplain’s Corner 
GETTYSBURG 

 By Charles Holt Dobbs, Chaplain 12th  
Mississippi Infantry CSA  

 
Charles Holt Dobbs was born in St. Francisville, Louisiana, on 9 

July 1835. He was ordained by the Central Mississippi Presby-

tery and served as the pastor of the Oak Grove, Mississippi, Pres-

byterian Church from 1861 to 1863. He was the chaplain of the 

12th Mississippi Infantry Regiment, Army of Northern Virginia, 

from February, 1863 to September, 1864, and was at the battles of Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, Spotsylvania, and 

Cold Harbor.  

 Chaplain Dobbs wrote “Reminiscences of an Army Chaplain” as a series of weekly articles for the Presby-

terian Christian Observer in 1874. 

 

 Soon after we left Chambersburg, we came upon the headquarters of Gen. Lee.  He was sitting in his tent 

door, not far from the road-side, with his hat off, conversing with some officers.  As regiment after regiment passed 

by they cheered vociferously, which as acknowledged by a bow from the great and noble man. 

 The road from Chambersburg to Gettysburg, a beautiful, smooth turnpike, was lined on either side by mag-

nificent cherry trees laden with the delicious fruit, fully ripe at this time.  I suppose fruit was never enjoyed more.  

Notwithstanding there were hundreds of these trees, all very large and laden with fruit, in a few hours it was all gone.  

All the smaller limbs were stripped off. The road was filled as far as the eye could reach, with moving branches. 

 It was near here that a Louisiana regiment came upon a patch of sorghum cane, and cleaned it out entirely.  

Here also a North Carolina regiment came upon a clover field and thought it was a ―goober‖ (pindar) patch, and the 

whole regiment broke ranks and commenced grabbing (1). 

 

GETTYSBURG 
 

 The battle progressed fearfully.  We could hear the booming of the guns, the bursting of shells and the roar 

of artillery for miles to the right and left.  I advanced toward the front, and by chance saw Gen. Lee, his staff and 

several generals in a prominent position, evidently viewing the field of battle.  Going forward I took my position 

near them, and there the grandest scene I ever witnessed burst upon my view (2).  The central lines of both armies 

were in full view, the enemy upon an elevation beyond, and our lines upon the great flat, with rising ground here and 

there.  The roar of artillery and musketry was almost incessant.  Soon, however, I could only distinguish the lines by 

the denser clouds of smoke and the bright flashes of fire. 

 Pretty soon I saw upon the turnpike to my left, there emerged the long lines of ambulances, and I could 

plainly hear the groans and cries of the poor fellows whose mangled limbs and painful wounds were as yet un-

dressed.  I hastened back to the hospital where I found a few of our own men slightly wounded.  My brigade was 

held in reserve. 

 Upon the day previous, as the men advanced to the front, I rode along with them (3). A greater number came 

to me and gave me a finger-ring, a locket, a purse, or some other memento or keepsake, with the invariable request, 

―Parson, if I am killed, send this to my mother, wife, sister, or to the person whose name you will find in the pack-

age.‖  In the latter case usually accompanied with a knowing look, ―You understand, Parson.‖  Soon I had in trust 

about thirteen thousand dollars in Southern money.  This, with the rings, the pocket-books, etc., filled a large haver-

sack.  They caused me a great deal of uneasiness and several sleepless nights.  Finally I rolled them up in an oil cloth 

and put them in the medicine chest.  The surgeon was now one of my warmest friends, and did all in his power to 

make me comfortable. 

 It was not long until my brigade was in the thickest of the fight, and the wounded came pouring in.  As fast, 

however, as their wounds were dressed, they were sent to a large seminary building in the rear of Gettysburg (4). 

Upon the third day I mounted my horse and started for this hospital.  After riding some distance I sent my horse 

back, on the advice of a surgeon whom I met coming from there.  Soon after I commenced the foot journey, I met  
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numbers of men who had been slightly wounded and were sent to this hospital and were not returning, determined to 

walk to Staunton, rather than be captured. 

 Many of them I knew, and they tried to persuade me to return, as I would be captured.  I was bent, however, 

upon the work of ministering to those poor fellows, so on I went.  But presently I came to a picket, who refused to 

allow me to pass.  Suddenly I thought of the haversack containing the money, etc., entrusted to my keeping, and I 

hastened back to the hospital, where I found everything packed, preparatory to a backward movement.  There was no 

haste, however, no undue confusion, and nothing like a panic. 

 As we fell slowly back, requisitions of horses, medicines and clothing, were made upon the various towns.  

The army moved with great, good order, considering the disastrous results.  The army fell slowly back to some point 

near the Maryland line, where we waited two days, anxious for the enemy to attack us.  We were defeated, but not 

demoralized, and our boys were anxious to retrieve the loss. 

 Doubtless we would have remained in this position longer, but the Potomac was now rising very rapidly 

from recent heavy rains, and prudence I presume, dictated the policy of placing the river between us and the enemy. 

 In a little town -- I have forgotten the name, it was in Pennsylvania -- the surgeons were making some exten-

sive purchases of drugs.  The druggist complained very much of the kind of money he was to be paid in; but when it 

came to a settlement, disputed some time about a difference of twenty-five cents, and would not be satisfied until it 

was paid. 

 The wounded men, who could not obtain places in the ambulances, commenced capturing buggies, carriages 

and spring wagons wherever they could be found; and so they passed on and made their way to Staunton.  This, 

however, was a military necessity.  The men must either fall into the hands of the enemy or take some conveyance to 

ride in.  I know in the Northern army, this would have been considered a slight offense.  If the people of Pennsyl-

vania only knew how our people suffered at the hands of Sherman, Sheridan and Wilson, and even by the army of 

the Potomac under its best discipline, they would today thank God for the discipline and humanity of the Southern 

soldier (5).  

 After waiting two days for Meade to attack, Gen. Lee crossed over the Potomac (6). In the move I found my-

self separated from the division.  Soon I reached Williamsport, where the cavalry, the commissary, quartermaster, 

ammunition and artillery departments were crossing.  The river was rising rapidly, and I determined to cross.  The 

water came up on my saddle-skirts, but we all got over without accident.  On the Virginia side the turnpike followed 

down the bed of the river for several miles.  On the Maryland shore the bank was a high bluff, and as we passed 

down this road I thought what a trap if the enemy should come upon that side.  But when we came to the point where 

the road diverges from the river, I found a pontoon bridge being laid.  Gen. Longstreet was up to his waist in the wa-

ter working as hard as any of the detail (7).  The rain was still coming down, and a cold wind had set in from the 

west. 

 About dark the last of the trains passed beyond the bridge and the infantry commenced to cross over.  I after-

wards learned that the infantry marched down a dirt road parallel with the river on the Virginia side.  All night long 

in mud almost knee-deep, in pitchy darkness, the poor fellows marched.  Many of them left their shoes sticking deep 

down in the mud, and surely when they went into camp the next day they were the most woe-begone, bespattered set 

of fellows in the world.  Though they had marched only three or four miles, the tramp was the most tiresome of any 

day’s march of twenty miles since we had left Virginia. 

 Learning at the bridge from a friend, that my command was bringing up the rear and would not be along till 

morning, I rode to the top of the hill where I fell in with some cavalrymen, and with three or four of these took pos-

session of an old shanty.  Finding I was a chaplain, they treated me with great kindness.  Each of these men stood 

guard over the horses, alternating every two and a half hours. 

 They refused to allow me to go on guard; and though I had a good many of the treasures committed to me by 

men who were wounded, and which I had no opportunity as yet to deliver up, I slept soundly with my saddle for a 

pillow. 

 The army was marched with some degree of regularity back to Culpeper, thence we crossed the river and 

went into camp near the Rapidan bridge, some three miles from Orange C.H (8). During the march to and from 

Pennsylvania, we usually rested on the Sabbath and had preaching.  These services were well attended, and besides 

the Sunday service we had a prayer meeting daily. 
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1. ―Pindar‖ is the African Congo word for peanut. 

2. Pickett’s Charge on July 3. 

3. On July 2 the 12th Mississippi Infantry formed the reserve for the rest of Posey’s brigade which was attacking through the 

Peach Orchard. Because they were in reserve, the casualties for the 12th Mississippi were comparatively light: seven men 

wounded. 

4. The Lutheran Seminary on Seminary Ridge. 

5. Major Generals William T. Sherman, Philip H. Sheridan, and James H. Wilson who periodically devastated large portions of 

the South. 

6. Major General George G. Meade and General Robert E. Lee. 

7. Lieutenant General James Longstreet was the I Corps commander in the Army of Northern Virginia. 

8. Orange Court House. 

 

From  John W. Brinsfield, ed., The Spirit Divided:  

Memoirs of Civil War Chaplains—The Confederacy. 

Bay Binette Memorial Service 

 Some months ago I was put in contact with Mr. Terry Carter, commander of the George Litchfield Camp, 

SCV of Conway South Carolina.  I was informed that they believed their Camps namesake had died in a POW Camp 

in 1865.  This is quite understandable as the last official record of him would seem to indicate this to have been his 

fate. 

    At some point while cruising the internet, one of their members found pictures of his old tombstone in the 

Bay Minette Cemetery and subsequently, a picture of the Confederate stone we put down and maintain.  I was in the 

chain of contact on this matter and Mr. Carter asked if it would be possible to arrange a memorial to the Major.  Our 

chapter was, of course, quite agreeable to assisting in this project. 

    It was decided that the memorial would be held on Saturday, July 16th 2011.  This coincided with the SCV 

convention in Montgomery and enabled some of their members to travel to Bay Minette without incurring the ex-

pense of a special trip.  The Liddell Chapter would provide support and coordinate the various elements with the 

Litchfield Camp providing the service and the agenda. 

    While the focus of the memorial was Major Litchfield, the other 13 Confederates in the Cemetery were also 

honored. Since the MOS&B Convention was held on the same weekend, my role was reduced to advanced coordina-

tion.  On Sunday,  July 10th members of the Liddell Chapter cleaned the 14 Confederate Stones in the Bay Minette 

Cemetery. 

    Soon to be member Jim Parmer and friend Tom Robinson arranged for the re-enactors.  Friend Claude 

Turberville, who always believes that overkill beats not enough, not only brought his cannon but found two more for 

a total of three.  Eli Chandler of Pensacola acted as field commander. We had a total of 19 rifles and three field 

pieces.  In addition, the ladies of the UDC participated in the service.  All things considered, they had the cemetery 

a’rockin and a’rolling. 

    One group from the Gainesville Volunteers, SCV even made the trip from Gainesville Florida to be a part of 

the festivities.  Needless to say, I am very proud of the response of all who participated.  These men and women are 

truly professional in their conducting of various reenacting events and do a great honor to our ancestors. 
 

Bert Blackmon 

Commander, St. John Richardson Liddell Chapter #271 MOS&B 
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CIVIL WAR HISTORY 

JAMES COUNTRY MERCANTILE 

111 N. Main Liberty, MO 64068 

816-781-9473   FAX 816-781-1470 

jamescntry@aol.com   www.jamescountry.com 

 

 Everything Needed For The Living Historian! 

Ladies - Gentlemen - Civilian - Military 

Uniforms – Ladies Clothing  - Accoutrements—Weapons - Accessories 

YOUR PATRONAGE IS APPRECIATED! 

http://www.jamescountry.com/
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THE BATTLE OF DRANESVILLE 

A New Look at the Coincidental Battle 

By C. L. Gray  

 

 In December 1861, Union and Confederate forces clashed 

near Dranesville in northern Virginia. This battle has been pre-

sented in history as a battle of coincidence since both Union and 

Confederate troops descended upon the small town at the same time 

for the same reason – to procure forage. General Edward Ord’s 

Pennsylvanians first drove off Confederate pickets, who then failed to warn General Jeb Stuart of the Union pres-

ence. Stuart approached the village from the south and encountered the rear of Ord’s columns. The Federals formed 

a line of battle along the Leesburg Pike and quickly deployed their artillery on the high ground.  

 Stuart positioned his troops south of the Leesburg Pike. While deploying, the 6th South Carolina mistook the 

1st Kentucky for Union troops and opened fire. 

 Hearing the sound of battle, the 9th Pennsylvania rushed across the Leesburg Pike only to be driven back by 

Stuart’s troopers. Under the cover of battle, Stuart withdrew his wagons. When they were safe, he disengaged.  

 The next day Stuart returned with reinforcements, but Dranesville was clear of Union soldiers. The victory 

belonged to Ord. Confederate casualties were 194, while Union casualties numbered 68. 

 In his official report, Stuart wrote, ―I at once suspected that he (the Union commander) was either marching 

upon Leesburg or had received intelligence through a spy of our intended forage expedition and was marching upon 

it. In either case, our wagons would have fallen an easy prey to him, and I saw at once that my only way to save 

them was to make a vigorous attack upon his rear and left flank and to compel him to desist from such a pur-

pose.‖ (1)  

 Stuart contributed the Union presence at Dranesville to one of two things. Either the Union army was on its 

way to Leesburg when word came that Stuart was headed to Dranesville, or the Union forces were forewarned about 

Stuart’s expedition. 

 Josiah Sypher served as a war correspondent for the New York Tribune. After the war, he penned History of 

the Pennsylvania Reserve Corps. Writing about Dranesville, Sypher observed that ―one of the scouts from the regi-

ment returned to camp on the 19th of December and reported to General McCall that the enemy would be at Dranes-

ville on the following day, with a strong foraging party and a wagon train, for the purpose of carrying away all the 

forage and grain in the country in front of the camp of the Reserves. General McCall was unwilling to allow the 

country from which he drew large supplies of forage, to be plundered by the enemy; he at once determined to dispute 

the right to the property between the lines of the hostile armies, and accordingly ordered his division to be ready to 

march on the morning of the 20th.‖ (2)  

 But was it really good scout work that had uncovered Stuart’s plans? Or, perhaps the better question to ask is 

how did a lone scout working in enemy country come to know such precise information about Stuart’s plans – where 

he was going and for what reason? Or was Stuart betrayed as he alluded to in his report? Surprisingly, the answer to 

these questions can be found in Richmond. 

 J.B. Jones was a clerk working in the War Department. In the fall of 1861, Jones wrote extensively in his 

diary about a policy that allowed ―all persons who avow themselves alien enemies...‖ (3) to apply for a passport in 

order to pass through the Confederate lines without hindrance. Most who applied were citizens still loyal to the Un-

ion and trapped in the South by the recent hostilities.  

 Unfortunately, according to Jones, Secretary of War Benjamin Judah used this policy to discharge ―from the 

prisons the disloyal prisoners sent hither during the last month by Generals Johnston, Floyd, and Wise.‖ (4) Men 

accused of spying for the Union were released and given passports to pass unobstructed through the Confederate 

lines.   

 When the policy was enacted, a 45 day deadline to apply was established. When the time expired, no more 

passports were to be issued. If a person requested a passport, he was to be arrested. In accordance with the policy, 

Jones stated that he ceased issuing passports. But men could still obtain them by appealing directly to the Secretary 

of War.  
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Submittal Entries 

MOS&B Officer’s Call Magazine welcomes submittals via e-mail to Editor@mosbfl.org on or before the 1st day of 

the preceding month.  Pictures are welcome.  Please submit articles in Microsoft Word format or as plain text in your 

e-mail.  It will be most appreciated that a copy of the MOS&B chapter newsletters; as well as, the MOS&B State 

Society newsletters also be sent to the e-mail above.  Thanks! 

CALENDAR 

 Chapters, Societies and Departments can have their special events publicized on the new website calendar at: 

http://www.militaryorderofthestarsandbars.org/. Please submit the name of the event, its location, date, time, contact 

person, and any special instructions to the Adjutant General Toni Turk at: trturk@frontiernet.net.  

Jones recorded in his diary that ―several members of Congress came into my office and denounced the policy which 

the government seemed to have adopted of permitting Yankees, and those who sympathize with them, to be continu-

ally running over to the enemy with information of our condition, and thus inviting attacks and raids where we are 

utterly defenseless.‖ (5)  

 Jones blamed the infamous policy of issuing passports to known Union spies as the direct cause of the Battle 

of Dranesville. Jones records, ―we are now tasting the bitter fruits of a too indulgent treatment of our enemies. Yes-

terday (December 3) General Stuart’s cavalry and the 6th Regiment S.C. volunteers met with a bloody disaster at 

Dranesville.‖ (6) The first thing of note is that Jones placed the battle on December 3rd. This is simply incorrect. 

Jones’ description of the battle and the Confederate regiments that participated mirrors perfectly the Stuart/Ord clash 

of December 20th. A thorough search of the official records shows that there was only one battle at Dranesville and 

that occurred on the 20th. Why Jones records the battle happening on the 3rd is a mystery. 

 Jones directly contributed Stuart’s loss on Judah’s corrupt policy of issuing passports to men the War De-

partment knew to be spies. Specifically, the passports that were issued to men General Johnston had arrested as spies 

and sent to Richmond to be incarcerated. These same men were released from prison by Judah and given passports 

so that they could pass in and out of Confederate lines at will. They came to Stuart and told him about the abundance 

of forage at Dranesville. Jones writes, ―The general believed these men to be loyal, since they seemed to have the 

confidence of the War Department…‖ (7) Jones concludes, in the meantime ―the Dranesville traitors had returned to 

their homes the preceding evening and sent off intelligence to the headquarters of the enemy of the purpose of Gen-

eral Stuart to set out in that direction…‖ (8)  

 If Jones account is true, then we may have learned how the scout came about his information. It appears Stu-

art was led into a carefully prepared trap. He had no reason to distrust the men who told him about the supply of for-

age in the farms surrounding Dranesville. Those men, in turn, notified the Union forces where Stuart was headed. 

General McCall did not wish to surrender the forage to Stuart and ordered Ord to Dranesville. When Stuart appeared 

to take possession of the roads, he was surprised to find a large Federal force already at Dranesville. He suspects, but 

cannot prove that he was betrayed. Jones confirms Stuart’s suspicions.    

 Dranesville was not a coincidental battle. It was the tragic consequence of the corruption in the Confederate 

War Department that allowed spies to pass in and out of the Confederate lines without interference.  

 

————— 

1. James Ewell Brown Stuart. Brigadier General, ―Report on Battle of Dranesville.‖ The War of The Rebellion: a 

Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies. Volume 5, Series 1, 493-494. 

2. Josiah Sypher. History of the Pennsylvania Reserve Corp. (Lancaster: Elias Barr and Company, 1865), 128-129. 

3. J.B. Jones. A Rebel War Clerk Diary at the Confederate States Capitol. (Philadelphia: J.B. Lippincott & Co., 

1965), 81. 

4. Ibid., 82. 

5. Ibid., 96-97. 

6. Ibid., 97-98. 

7. Ibid. 

8. Ibid. 

http://www.militaryorderofthestarsandbars.org/
http://us.mc1207.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=trturk@frontiernet.net
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Respond To Your Country’s Call 

75th MOS&B Anniversary Book Project 
 
 Is soliciting your assistance for information pertaining to your 
Confederate Ancestor.  The anniversary book will devote one chapter 
to our ancestors, so if you would like to submit a story or biography 
of your Confederate Ancestor in 350 words or less we will attempt to 
include it in the book depending on the quantity of submissions and 
available space.  This is a great opportunity to recognize your  
Southern Heritage. 
 Please submit all confederate stories & biographies to: Deputy Ad-

jutant General William L. Caynor, Sr., P.O. Box 775875 Springboat, CO 

80477, e-mail: caynorwrls@frii.com 

The Code of Confederate Flag Etiquette 
Stephen Clay McGehee, Deputy Webmaster General 

 

 I recently saw a photo on the web of a gentleman signing his name on a Confederate flag as his coffee cup 

rested on the flag next to him. This was at an event hosted by a well-respected organization - one of the leaders in de-

fending the reputation of The South. He had set his coffee cup on the flag as he used a pen to write on it. I understand 

that there is some historical precedent for writing on a Confederate flag, and I am certain that this was done from a 

lack of knowledge and not from malice. That being said, we should know better than to treat our flag this way - but we 

don't because we have not been taught. 

 The Confederate flag is not just a piece of cloth that one would write on to commemorate something. That is 

just a short step away from graffiti. The Confederate flag is not a cheap table cloth that one would set a Styrofoam cof-

fee cup on. 

 When I say that this was done not with malice, but from a lack of knowledge, we really have only ourselves to 

blame. Without a set of rules and guidelines, we cannot expect people to know what is and is not acceptable use of the 

Confederate flag. There is no widely-accepted code of etiquette for the Confederate flag as there is for the united 

States flag. The key phrase here is "widely-accepted". There IS such a code, but it is largely unknown. 

 The Code of Confederate Flag Etiquette was first compiled in 2008, and was adopted by the Military Order of 

The Stars and Bars in July 2011. I wrote the Code based on several existing flag codes. It was published on the Con-

federate Colonel web forum, and members added their comments; we finally ended up with something we felt would 

give our flag the respect it deserves. It has been amended based on suggestions from reenactors, and I am confident 

that it will continue to be updated as we learn more. 

 We started with the basic idea that the Confederate flag is not merely an historical relic, but the flag of a na-

tion. Not a nation that used to exist over a century ago and was defeated, but a real nation that, while defeated militar-

ily, never formally surrendered or dissolved as a governmental or (more importantly) a social entity. Some may argue 

against that point, and we acknowledge that there are reasonable arguments against it; however, we decided that given 

the choice, we would err on the side of respect for a people and the flag that represents them. The Confederate flag still 

represents the Southern People. 

 The word "nation" has a very specific meaning, and The South is a nation according to that definition. As 

such, the symbols of that nation are due the same level of respect as the symbols of any other nation. With that as a 

basic premise, we began with the regulations concerning the flag of the united States of America. Part of that basic 

premise includes the idea that the Confederate flag is of equal stature with the flags of other nations when displayed 

within the borders of the united States. When displayed at the same time and place as the united States flag, the Con-

federate flag should be treated in the same manner as the flag of other nations such as England or Canada or Australia. 
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The Code of Confederate Flag Etiquette is a resource that I hope will be used to prevent the unintentional dishonoring 

of the flag of the Southern people - the flag that our ancestors fought and died under, and the flag that the Southern 

people live under. It deserves to be treated with respect. 

 

The Code of Confederate Flag Etiquette is available on the MOS&B web site. If you would like a printed copy, please 

send a stamped, self-addressed envelope to: 

Stephen Clay McGehee 

MOS&B Webmaster General 

2055 Bond Road 

DeLand, FL 32720 

Military Order of the Stars & Bars 
75th Annual General Convention 
San Antonio, Texas  June 7-9, 2012 

 
 The Texas Society and the Texas Chapter #5 

(Houston) are honored to be the host for the 75th Annual 

General Convention in San Antonio, Texas. San Antonio is 

considered one of the top vacation spots in the South. Our 

hotel is the Old Menger Hotel, built in 1858, probably the 

oldest hotel west of the Mississippi and is located not only in the middle of all 

the good shops and restaurants of San Antonio but also next door to the famous 

Alamo. A step away from the Menger is the famous RiverWalk (the river that 

flows through downtown San Antonio). Everyone must take one of the famous 

boat rides.  

 The Convention Committee has decided to provide as much free time as 

possible to those attending because to get the real feel of San Antonio you must 

leave the hotel and get down on the RiverWalk where the shops and cafes are. 

Also since June has some uncomfortable weather we are encouraging casual 

wear as much as possible. 

 It is never too early to start making plans so mark your calendar accord-

ingly. We encourage everyone to bring their families. Also there will be no for-

mal bus tours. You will have time for touring, shopping, exploring or just relax-

ing in the afternoon. These kind of things is what San Antonio is famous for. 

You will enjoy this. 

 A little bit of history regarding your host city which is a Mecca for his-

tory buffs: When the area was first explored by the Spaniards in the late 1600s, 

a small Indian community was established on the San Pedro Springs area. The 

Spaniards named this the San Antonio River because it was discovered on the 

feast day of St Anthony. The actual founding of the city came in 1718 by Father 

Antonio Olivares, when he established Mission San Antonio de Valero. Soon 

five Spanish missions, chartered by Canary Islanders were built along the river. 

The Spanish Governor’s Palace was completed on Military Plaza in 1749, and 

San Fernando de Bexar Church was built by 1758. In 1773 San Antonio de 

Bexar became the capital of Spanish Texas. By 1778, the settlement’s popula-

tion of more than 2000 was mostly poor Indians and Mexican settlers and was 

described as ―miserable‖ by visitors. More of the history of this great City will 

be presented in later publications. 

Mark your calendars. 

The Texas Society & the Texas Chapter #5 

David G. Whitaker DCS, Chairman 
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GENERAL JACKSON’S WARRIOR 

William Scott Hood 
 (By Dr. Sam Gambrell, Jr., Adjutant, Gorgas Chapter #299) 

 

 William Scott Hood was born in 1844 in Mecklenburg County, NC.  He was a cousin of both Elvis Presley 

and General John Bell Hood and was a Private in the 35th North Carolina Infantry Regiment, having enlisted in Com-

pany ―H‖ on September 3, 1861 at age 17.  On September 17, 1862, about one year after he enlisted, Hood was fight-

ing with the 35th in the battle of Sharpsburg, MD when Colonel Matt W. Ransom, Commander of the 35th, asked for a 

volunteer to go forward to ascertain the position and movements of the enemy.  Private Hood asked to go, sprang to 

his feet, and struck out on a ―turkey trot‖ across the field with his gun at a trail.  Hood was gone for about an hour and 

returned to report to Colonel Ransom.  Colonel Ransom, being relieved to see him again after an hour’s absence, 

complimented him on his report and ordered him to return to his company.  While on his mission, Hood found a Un-

ion officer badly wounded and crying for water.  He gave the officer his canteen.  The officer then offered to give 

Hood his gold watch and chain and all the money he had to carry him within the Confederate lines for treatment.  

Hood told him that was impossible but, upon encountering Union pickets, told them of the officer’s condition and led 

them to where he was lying.  The pickets placed the officer on a stretcher and carried him to the Union lines.  Hood 

could easily have been captured but his magnanimity and kindness toward this wounded Union officer gained for him 

the admiration and respect of the Union pickets who treated him kindly, gave him coffee, and allowed him to return to 

the Confederate lines. 

 

 A short time after Hood had returned to his company, General Jackson asked Colonel Ransom for a man to 

climb a tree to scout the enemy forces behind a hill and which were believed to be a large part of McClellan’s army.  

When Colonel Ransom asked for a volunteer, Hood jumped up and immediately volunteered to climb the tree.  Gen-

eral Jackson picked out a tall hickory tree and told Hood to climb it.  Barefooted, ragged, dirty, and lousy, Hood went 

up the tree like a squirrel.  When he got near the top, Jackson, beneath the tree and sitting on his horse, asked him: 

―How many troops are over there?‖  Hood, shouting an exclamation of amazement, replied: ―Oceans of them, sir.‖ 

Jackson sternly said: ―Count the flags, sir!‖  Hood began: ―One, two, three, four, etc.‖  No sooner than Hood began to 

count audibly, Union sharpshooters noticed him in the tree and sought to pick him off.  The ―pop‖ of long-range rifles 

punctuated the count of Hood.  Hood cried ―Nineteen, twenty‖.  ―Bang, bang‖ answered the sharpshooters.  Hood’s 

comrades waited breathlessly to see him tumble out of the tree.  General Jackson listened reflectively while the num-

bers mounted and he repeated the numbers after Hood until the count reached ―thirty-nine‖ at which time Jackson 

said: ―That will do, come down, sir.‖  Hood needed no further order!  All this time the enemy’s sharpshooters had 

been firing at Hood. 

 

 In recognition of his daring, Private Hood was made a courier for the brigade commander, General Robert 

Ransom, brother of Colonel Matt Ransom, and he faithfully discharged his duties as courier for the brigade.  Three 

days after the fight at Sharpsburg, General Robert Ransom was reviewing his regiments with Hood following him, as 

dirty as ever, riding on one of the general’s horses.  Passing in front of the 35th Regiment, Hood, not one to forget old 

friends and with spurs on his bare feet, lifted his old greasy cap and saluted his comrades as he passed his former unit.  

Hood remained with General Robert Ransom as a courier until his old Regimental Commander, Colonel Matt Ran-

som, was promoted to Brigadier General, with whom Hood then remained until he was killed on March 25, 1865 by a 

shot through his body at Fort Stedman in the Petersburg, VA defenses.  Because of their very close relationship, Hood 

was buried on the field clothed in one of General Matt Ransom’s uniforms. 

 

 Both Generals Ransom were very much attached to Hood, the ―Zaccheus‖ of Jackson’s army, and every time 

that General Matt Ransom was wounded Hood accompanied him to the hospital and to his home and remained with 

him until he was able to return to his command.   Hood was a handsome boy, with black eyes, long black hair, and 

fair skin.  He wrote a beautiful hand and was often detailed to assist in making out reports, pay rolls, etc. 
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To Arms! 

JOIN THE MOS&B Color Guard  

 Commander General Max Waldrop has created the Military Or-

der of the Stars and Bars Color Guard. All MOS&B Members are eligible 

to join the National MOS&B Color Guard as we assemble each year at 

National Conventions. The Color Guard will lead off the ceremonies by 

presenting the Colors and also present the Colors for the MOS&B Lunch-

eon. The Color Guard will give spirit and historical presentation for the 

MOS&B Conventions.  

 To join: All members will need a Confederate Officer uniform to 

wear in the Color Guard. There will be no specific Officer uniform as 

members can wear any Officer uniform of their own choosing, including 

that of their own ancestor. All members shall also wear white dress gloves 

(they can be purchased at any formal wear store). I will have flags and flag carriers for members to use. I will also as 

Commander of the Color Guard train each member the Hardee’s tactics that will be used. Together we will form the 

MOS&B Color Guard to provide historic presentation of the Confederate Officer Corps. Please contact Commander 

Ray Rooks to join by email at mrgnaphill@aol.com or by phone at 410-258-2223. Forward with the Colors! 

Commander General Waldrop for the inaugural Convention of the Sesquicentennial creates   ―The Massing of the 

Colors.‖ A member of each State will march forward with their State Flag to present and post for the duration of the 

MOS&B Convention. This new tradition at each Convention will bring true spirit to the MOS&B! Please bring to 

each year’s Convention you Society State Flag to carry in the Massing of the Colors. Society Commanders please 

contact Commander Waldrop to participate.  

 
New Membership Application Notice and  

Inquiry Announcement for Leadership Opportunities 
 For the 2012-2014 Term 

 
 

 At the recent MOS&B Annual Convention in Jacksonville, the GEC and the Convention Delegates approved 

a project to digitize the applications and other records of the Order. As a consequence, all future applications for 

membership MUST be submitted on the application form found at: http://www.militaryorderofthestarsandbars.org/

join-us/. The key piece is the Declaration found on page 7. Refer back to the website for each new application sub-

mitted, as this application is subject to additional revision. Write if you have questions. Thanks for your support in 

this process. 

 We are a volunteer Order of over 1,600 members, whose median age is 64. In 2012 the Order will restruc-

ture under a new administration. It is anticipated that there will be a number of those currently serving at the Na-

tional level of the Order, who will be ready to turn over their assignments to new leadership. In preparation for that 

possibility, those willing to give service to further the aims and purposes of the Military Order of the Stars and Bars 

are encouraged to self-identify. 

 If you are interested and available to give National MOS&B service during the 2012-2014 administration, 

please submit a brief statement of your education, career experiences, Confederate biographical sketch, and commit-

ment to give service to Adjutant General Toni Turk at trturk@frontiernet.net. Thanks! 

Max L. Waldrop, Jr. 
Commander General  

mailto:mrgnaphill@aol.com
http://www.militaryorderofthestarsandbars.org/join-us/
http://www.militaryorderofthestarsandbars.org/join-us/
mailto:trturk@frontiernet.net
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THE LAST DAYS OF ROBERT E. LEE 

By David Whitaker, DCS 

 Robert E. Lee was one of the greatest military men of all time. His victory at Chancellorsville against over-

whelming odds is judged by many to be one of history’s greatest military accomplishments.  

 Lee was not only a military genius – he was modest to the point of almost being shy. He simply wanted no 

attention for his deeds. He was a devout Christian who showed great compassion and character. Always a gentleman, 

to millions of Americans he was a living God. He is still revered today – some 140 years after his death.  

 Robert E. Lee was born on January 19, 1807. He was the youngest son of Revolutionary War hero Light-

Horse Harry Lee and his second wife, Ann Hill Carter of Shirley Plantation. Both of his grandfathers signed the Dec-

laration of Independence.  

 The Lee family and the Washington family were always very close. They had a common bond in fighting for 

just causes like independence. In 1831 Lee would marry Martha Custis, the great granddaughter of Martha Custis 

Washington. Through this marriage the Lee family and Washington family were joined forever. 

 So much for Robert E. Lee’s background! It is impressive to say at the very least. His exploits as a leader of 

men and his tactics on the battlefield are well known, but that is not the subject my presentation today. Instead, I 

would like to talk about his life after the war: The Last Days of Robert E. Lee.   

 In 1865 Lee accepted the position as President of tiny Washington College in Lexington, Virginia. He had 

turned down other more lucrative offers because he felt that such a position would give him a better chance of re-

building the South. When he arrived at the college it was nearly bankrupt. There were only 4 faculty members and 

the enrollment had dropped to only 50 students. 

 Lee’s first priority was fundraising. He was able to secure an endowment of $225,000 to maintain opera-

tions. Under his leadership Washington College was soon thriving. By 1868 the school had a 12 member faculty and 

an enrollment of over 400 students. Lee moved quickly to increase the curriculum. Through his efforts, Lee was able 

to create the first school of journalism at any American college. 

 Today the school is appropriately known as Washington & Lee University. How many of you have visited 

the Lee Chapel at Washington and Lee? It is a solemn and misty eyed experience to see the ―Recumbent Lee‖ lying 

in state in the main chapel. The curators are always happy to point out exactly where Lee sat for all religious services 

and assemblies. 

 Downstairs his office is preserved exactly as it was during his term as President. Both he and other members 

of the Lee family are entombed in a mausoleum located against the rear wall of the basement. His faithful horse, 

Traveller, is buried just outside the basement door. Perhaps he lies in waiting for one more chance to lead his master 

into battle. In an 1865 letter to his daughter, Mildred, he wrote: “Traveller is my only companion….He and I wander 

out in the mountains and enjoy sweet confidence”. By tradition, the doors to the stable at Lee’s house are left open to 

let the spirit of Traveller roam free.  

 Towards the end of his tenure, Lee suffered from angina and high blood pressure. He told the University that 

he must consider resigning because of his health but they begged him to stay on and suggested a sabbatical instead. 

After some consideration, Lee decided that this was the best course and planned a two month trip to restore his 

health. The planned trip would take him south through the Carolinas and eventually to Georgia and Florida before 

his return. 

 On March 24th Lee left Lexington on a James River canal boat bound for the railhead at Lynchburg. He was 

accompanied by his daughter, Agnes. Word of Lee’s trip had preceded him and when he reached Richmond hun-

dreds of people had gathered at the train station for his arrival. The assembled crowd shouted: Lee! Lee! Lee! But in 

his modesty Lee did not appear or address the crowd. ―Why are all these people making such a fuss over me‖, said 

Lee. 

 Lee was too tired to visit friends in Richmond and instead retired to a hotel where he rested. He saw only a 

few personal friends who called on him. He was invited to address the Virginia Senate but characteristically de-

clined. He was subsequently examined by three doctors who said they would study he case and report their findings 

to his physician in Lexington. 

 Among the people who called on Lee were Col. John Mosby and Gen. George E. Pickett. Mosby later said 

that General Lee looked pale and haggard. Pickett was still bitter over his role at Gettysburg and an icy meeting fol-

lowed. Sensing the unpleasantness of the meeting, Mosby quickly retired along with Pickett. 
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 On March 28th Lee and his daughter left Richmond for Warrenton, North Carolina. Once again the word of 

his departure preceded him and hundreds of people were at the station to greet him. The crowd shouted: Lee! Lee! 

Lee! This time Lee pulled back the curtain and nodded. 

 While in Warrenton, Lee made his first visit the gravesite of his daughter, Annie Carter Lee. She and her 

sister Agnes had been sent to North Carolina in 1862 for their safety. Several months later she would die from ty-

phoid fever at age 24. Her remains were removed for reburial in the Lee family crypt in Lexington in 1994.   

 Now began the public part of the tour. That was not Lee’s wish but the people insisted on honoring him. 

Railroad telegraphers added fuel to the fire by sending word ahead with Lee’s arrival times. A huge crowd gathered 

at Raleigh and once again they cried out for Lee. But Lee had retired and was probably happy to have escaped an 

appearance. 

 The journey continued on to Salisbury, Charlotte and Columbia. At Columbia thousands had gathered in a 

driving rainstorm. Once again the crowd shouted Lee! Lee! Lee! The general was forced to go to the platform where 

he was introduced by Col. Alexander Haskell. He bowed his head in acknowledgement but made no speech. 

 On March 30th Lee’s train reached Augusta. The crowds were so large that Lee yielded and agreed to a re-

ception the following day. The next day a young boy of 13 managed to push his way through the crowd and get be-

yond the barricades. He got close enough to touch Lee’s sleeve. Lee looked down at him and nodded in acknowl-

edgement. The lad would treasure this moment for the rest of his life. The boy’s name was Woodrow Wilson. 

 The next day, April 1, Lee and his daughter left the hotel for Savannah. They were met by the largest crowd 

ever assembled to welcome him. Lee was taken to the home of General Lawton and then secreted out the back door 

to the house of Andrew Lowe where he was to rest and sleep. Huge crowds gathered outside of General Lawton’s 

home. The Washington Comet Band assembled and played ―Dixie‖ and other patriotic songs. General Lawton ap-

peared before the crowd and asked them to excuse General Lee because he was too weary to speak to them. He never 

mentioned that Lee was really at Andrew Lowe’s house. 

 On April 12th Lee set out on the steamer Nick King on the St. Johns River bound for Cumberland Island. He 

was to visit Dungeness Estate and the gravesite of his father, Light-Horse Harry Lee. Dungeness was the former 

home of Revolutionary War hero, General Nathaniel Green. Of course, Lee’s father was also a Revolutionary War 

hero and a good friend of George Washington. He is best remembered for his eulogy of Washington with the words: 

First in War, First in Peace, and First in the Hearts of all Americans………….. 

 When the Nick King docked in Jacksonville thousands were there to meet the ship. So many people rushed 

on board to greet Lee the ship almost swamped. To satisfy the huge crowd Lee went on deck and went to a point 

where he could be seen by everyone. But this time a strange thing happened: a complete silence fell on the crowd, a 

silence of admiring reverence. The very silence of the multitude spoke a deeper feeling than the loudest cheers could 

have. 

 Lee then began his trip home. He visited Savannah again and then it was on to Charleston. A huge crowd 

assembled to greet Lee at Charleston. A parade was organized and Lee was brought to a portico where he once again 

bowed to the crowd. But this time the crowd began to shout: ―just one word‖ – ―just one word!‖. At last, the General 

thanked them for their courtesy and said that his poor health prevented him from making a speech. That was the 

closest he came to making an actual speech during his entire trip. 

 From Charleston, Lee traveled on to Wilmington, Portsmouth, Norfolk, and Bandon. From Brandon, Lee 

went to Shirley Plantation, home of his mother, Ann Carter Lee. Lee spent two happy days at the plantation. One of 

the Carter daughters later wrote: ―We regarded him with the greatest veneration – we had heard of God, but here was 

General Lee!‖ 

 Lee then made his final visit to Richmond, the city he had defended for 3 long years. It is likely that there 

were few who said goodbye as he left Richmond for the trip back home in Lexington. Lee felt that his end was at 

hand. He had paid his final visit of respect to the grave of his daughter and to the burial-place of his father and the 

early home of his mother. For the last time he had greeted many of those who had executed his orders and had 

fought his battles. He had consciously said farewell. 

 Lee’s final letter was written on September 28, 1870. In that letter he wrote: ―I am much better….my pains 

are less and my strength greater. In fact, I am as well as I shall be.‖ That evening Lee attended a lengthy vestry meet-

ing at Grace Episcopal Church where he suffered a stroke. He lingered for two weeks before succumbing to pneumo-

nia on October 12, 1870. 
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Upon his death Washington College was immediately re-named to Washington and Lee College. To this day every 

VMI Cadet comes to attention and salutes as he passes by Lee’s Chapel. Robert E. Lee will be remembered as a 

military genius, and a man of impeccable character. He has earned the devotion that millions of Americans hold for 

him.  

ALABAMA SOCIETY 
GORGAS CHAPTER #299 REPORT 

(Submitted by Dr. Sam Gambrell, Jr, Adjutant) 

 

Jackson Award 

At the Annual Reunion held July 14-16, 2011, the Chapter received the Jackson Award 

for restoration and maintenance of the grave of Captain Benjamin Eddins, the only Con-

federate killed during the Battle of Tuscaloosa, AL in April of 1865.  Captain Eddins is 

buried in Greenwood Cemetery, Tuscaloosa, AL along with two Confederate generals, a 

nurse of the 11th Alabama, a Confederate Captain, and forty-four other Confederate sol-

diers.  Over the years, maintenance workers damaged several of the gravestones in the 

Eddins’ plot and the plot was in much need of repair.  Members of the chapter restored the 

grave plot by completely enclosing it in a chain-link fence supported by metal pipe, plac-

ing large ledger stones on the graves of Captain Eddins and his daughter, placing the two 

original grave headstones which were broken on top of the two new ledger stones, engrav-

ing the new ledger stone of Captain Eddins, and placing a Confederate Cross at the foot of 

Captain Eddins’ grave.  In Photo 1, the grave of Captain Eddins is seen just to the right of 

the large vertical headstone of Captain Eddins’ wife and his daughter’s grave is seen just 

to the left of the large headstone.  The graves of other family members are at the far left of 

the photo.  The chain-link fence is seen surrounding the grave plot which is approximately 

10’ X 30’.  In Photo 2, Adjutant Sam Gambrell, Jr is seen standing beside the grave of 

Captain Eddins after he and Walter Dockery had done some maintenance on the graves.  

The Confederate Cross, seen at the foot of his grave, is permanently fixed in the ground 

by being embedded in concrete.  The total cost of the grave restoration was $1,606. 

July Program 

Mr. Steve Davis, Historian at Bryce Hospital in Tuscaloosa, AL, gave a most interesting 

and informative talk on ―Bryce Hospital during the Civil War & Reconstruction‖.   

1 

2 

3 

Dr. Peter Bryce, an accomplished politician, was the first superintendent of the hospital and the first patient was a 

Confederate soldier.  Serving as a repository for many Confederate soldiers during and after the War, the hospital 

was closely tied to the War effort and the wife of Dr. Bryce had fifteen brothers and brothers-in-law who fought for 

the Confederacy.  A number of Confederate soldiers are buried in the several cemeteries of the hospital but the total 

number is unknown.  The location of many graves of Confederate soldiers is unknown and ground penetrating radar 

has been used to identify the location of some.  Due to neglect of the cemeteries over many years, many of the grave 

markers of Confederate soldiers have been stolen making it more difficult to locate the graves.  At the end of 1865, 

there were one-hundred-one residents at the hospital.  During the War, Dr. Bryce admitted only those residents who 

could pay for at least some their care because of the almost complete lack of funding for the hospital.  Confederate 

soldiers continued to be admitted to and lived at the hospital for many years after the War.  When General Croxton’s 

troops sacked Tuscaloosa, they took all of the foodstuff and livestock but did not burn the hospital.  At the War’s 

end, the hospital had over one-hundred acres in cultivation and grew food crops sufficient to feed the residents and 

still sell some to raise money for the hospital.  Funds to support the hospital were also raised by Union nurse Doro-

thea Dix and Union General O.O. Howard who were in great sympathy with the plight of Confederate Civil War vet-

erans.  Since 1861, the hospital was always integrated and in 1868 had, for the first time, more women admitted than 

men.  Dr. Bryce was a close friend and colleague of General Josiah Gorgas who lived at the hospital for a while prior 

to his marriage to his wife, Amelia Gayle.  Photo 3 shows 1st Lt. Commander John Coleman (standing left) present-

ing a Certificate of Appreciation to Mr. Steve Davis (standing right) for his enlightening presentation. 
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THE STAINLESS BANNER 

A FREE E-zine Dedicated to the  

Armies of the Confederacy 

   Battle Analyses    Original Reports 

   Regimental Histories   Letters Home 

   Biographies    Eyewitness Accounts 

SUBSCRIPTION IS FREE 

www.thestainlessbanner.com 

Remembering Robert E. Lee Program 

October 10, 2011 

Lee Chapel Auditorium 

Washington and Lee University 

 

 Dr. James I. Robertson, Jr., Alumni Distinguished Professor of 

History Emeritus at Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University 

will be the speaker at this year’s program commemorating the 141st 

anniversary of Lee’s death.  His topic for the lecture is ―Lee and the 

Mobilization of Virginia Forces, 1861‖.  The program will begin at 

12:15 pm in Lee Chapel Auditorium. 

 

 Dr. Robertson will also be in the Lee Chapel Museum Shop earlier that morning from 10:30-11:30 

a.m. for a booksigning.  In addition to his out-of-print works, the beautiful coffee table book, ―For Us the 

Living‖ which was done in collaboration with noted Civil War illustrator Mort Kunstler will be available 

for sale.  Pre-orders for autographed copies of Robertson’s book that will be released later in October will 

also be taken.  This book, entitled ―The Untold Civil War; Exploring The Human Side of War‖ also fea-

tures numerous period photographs.  Mail orders will also be accepted.   

To order, please contact:  

Lee Chapel Museum Shop at 540-458-8095 or msamdahl@wlu.edu  

Request for E-Mail and Mailing Changes 

We need your correct E-mail address and mailing address. We are sending out the ―Officer’s Call‖ electronically; as 

well as, printed. We find many members have not reported their address and others have not advised us of address 

changes. Please make sure we have your current E-mail and physical address. Contact us at headquar-

ters@mosbihq.org or by phone (877) 790-6672 so we may stay in touch. 

mailto:msamdahl@wlu.edu
https://mymail1.myregisteredsite.com/src/compose.php?send_to=headquarters@mosbihq.org
https://mymail1.myregisteredsite.com/src/compose.php?send_to=headquarters@mosbihq.org
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Missouri Secession Day Dinner & Symposium 
Hosted by the Missouri Society, MOS&B 

October 29th, 2011, 5:30 PM 
 

Featuring the expert on Missouri’s  

Secession, David Reif 

"Worldviews at War; the Implications of Missouri Secession"  

This is Missouri’s only event to honor and 

commemorate Missouri’s Secession from the 

Union on October 31, 1861 

You won’t want to miss this opportunity to 

learn the truth about Missouri’s Secession and 

how it all came about.   

Tickets are $30 per person 

Inn at Grand Glaize 

5141 Highway 54 

Osage Beach, MO. 65065 

1-800-348-4731 

For tickets contact Larry Yeatman at 

larryyeatman@msn.com by Oct. 17 

A special  room rate of $69 has been arranged, say you are with 

the Secession Day Dinner.  

Presenting Our 

Southern Heritage Debutantes 
 

Descendents of Confederate Soldiers 

Celebrating the 203rd Birthday of Robert E. Lee 

 

“The Grandest Ball of All” 
 

Be Part of History 

Southern Heritage Debutantes 

P.O. Box 22187 Houston, TX 77227-2187 
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The Case for a Lower Case "u" 
By Stephen Clay McGehee, Deputy Webmaster General 

 

 

 Ask just about anyone to write out the name of this country, and they will 

almost certainly write "United States of America". They will most likely also refer 

to it as "'The United States of America". There are two problems with this, and both 

of them are at the very core of the War for Southern Independence. 

 Take a look at the title of the original Declaration of Independence: 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/07/Us_declaration_independence.jpg 

 You will see that the Founding Fathers used a lower case "u" in united - and even made the letters much 

smaller than "States". This is because we were declaring our independence as 13 individual sovereign states, not as a 

monolithic new country. We were commonly referred to as "these united States" until Lincoln made his case that we 

were not a union of sovereign states, but a single sovereign nation ("United"). That was the backbone of Lincoln's 

argument that secession was illegal, and it was at the very core of the Southern Cause. It wasn't until about the 

1860's that "The United States" ("The" instead of "these", and "U" instead of "u") became the accepted way to refer 

to this country. 

 Here is another example of the correct usage: This is from the University of Indiana School of Law (note 

that even though they are using modern typesetting, they also recognize that the lower case "u" is the proper usage): 

http://www.law.indiana.edu/uslawdocs/declaration.html 

 Those who claim that our ancestors were "rebels" and criminals and traitors, try to make the case that using a 

lower case "u" is being disrespectful. In fact, by using the original form, we show respect to the country that the 

Founding Fathers gave us. Abraham Lincoln's version of the way things are has been wrongly accepted because that 

is how the history books now show it (remember the words of Winston Churchill - "History is written by the vic-

tors"). It is our duty to point to things like this to demonstrate that truth is easily covered up and is waiting for us to 

uncover it. Seemingly insignificant things like the typographic case of a single letter can help educate people about 

why The South was right and why honoring the nation of the Founding Fathers is more respectful than fraudulently 

changing the name to agree with Lincoln's arguments for making war on our ancestors. 

74th Annual MOS&B Convention Held in Jacksonville, Florida   

As you can see from the pictures below, many of our officers and State Society and Chapter commanders informed 

the people in attendance of what was going on throughout the Country.  Awards were also presented and names 

called out of the individuals that the MOS&B recognized for their contributions to the Order.   

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/07/Us_declaration_independence.jpg
http://www.law.indiana.edu/uslawdocs/declaration.html
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Yeatman Insurance  
Insurance and Financial Services  

Larry Yeatman, Agent 

    Serving Missouri and Kansas 

5606 NE Antioch Rd 

Gladstone, Missouri 64119 

1-800-467-1514  

lyeatman@farmersagent.com 

Offering: 

Auto, Home, Life, 
Mutual Funds*, Variable Universal Life*,  
Variable Annuities*, IRAs*,  & 40l(k)s* 

 

*Securities offered through Farmers Financial Solutions, LLC 

 Member FINRA & SIPC 

BE SURE AND CHECK OUT  
THE MOS&B STORE WEB SITE 
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NEW ITEMS HAVE BEEN ADDED  
IN ADDITION TO THE GREAT BUYS  

ON EXISTING ITEMS. 
 

http://
www.militaryorderofthestarsandbars.net/
store/ 
 


