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Like our ancestors before us, we live in a unique time.  We now live in the era of Political Correctness and Revisionism. At the 
same time, we anticipate the historical commemoration of the Sesquicentennial.  This is a series of events that we cannot allow to 
pass unacknowledged.  As our ancestors did 150 years ago, each member of the Order will have to make the decision to commit 
to involvement with the Sesquicentennial. We have less than fi ve years from planning to production of commemorative events.  
Can we rise as nobly to the task as did our ancestors? We too will be fi ghting a war, but with concepts rather than weapons. I 
am optimistic that the Order will acquit itself with honor when the time comes.

We are fortunate to have several notable Honorary Chairmen for the Sesquicentennial Committee.  Past Chief Historian of the 
National Park Service Edwin C. Bearss has accepted the appointment of Honorary Chairman for the ANV, Chairman Emeritus of 
the Civil War Preservation Trust Paul Bryant, Jr. is the Honorary Chairman for the AOT, and Past Commander in Chief Charles 
H. Smith is the Honorary Chairman for the ATM.  COL (Ret) Barton Campbell is successfully organizing the Sesquicentennial 
Committee and is the Chairman.  I encourage all to offer their services to this Committee. We are a heritage organization and every 
member in our march for the truth and celebration of past glory has the ability to make a vital contribution for the sake of history.

Take the time to read this issue thoroughly.  The Confederate War Journal embodies the concept of recognizing the critical 
aspects of our past and applying them within our current organization in order to prepare for the future. Inside this issue, you 
will fi nd an interesting article regarding the history of our Annual Convention Medals, information on registering for our An-
nual Convention to be held July 14-16, 2011 in Jacksonville, Florida, statistics on our membership and fi nancial status, as well 
as other articles of interest.

Your 2011 dues are being collected now by your local Chapter or State Society.  Please ensure that you have paid your dues, 
as this Order cannot perform its mission or even exist without its members.  In addition to paying your dues, can we count on 
you to recruit at least one member this year?  Doubling our membership will provide us the ability to forward the colors into 
our immediate future.  

And let us hear from you.  Give us the opportunity to serve you better by: SPEAKING to your General Staff,  CALLING 1-877-
790-6672, VISITING www.mosbihq.org

         Max L. Waldrop, Jr., DCS
         Commander General

Commander’s Message 
The Order’s Past and Future 

It is with pride that I welcome the Compatriots of the Military Order of the Stars and 
Bars to the second issue of the Confederate War Journal and Offi cer’s Call!  It has been 
over two years since our fi rst issue was released.  Going forward, it is my expectation 
that we will publish the Confederate War Journal every year.  

My sincere appreciation is extended to Editor and Past Commander in Chief Charles 
H. Smith for his willingness to continue the leadership role in the production of this 
magazine.  Additionally, a special note of thanks and “task well done” is extended to 
each staff member of the Confederate War Journal.



2         Confederate War Journal November 2010

Cover  - “ROSE HILL RAID” -  Painting by John Paul Strain, guest 
artist for the November 2010 issue of the Confederate War Journal.  
Mr. Strain was a featured speaker at the 2010 MOS&B General 
Convention in Oklahoma City.
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The Editor’s Desk...

Gentleman of the Order:

It is good to return with our second issue of the Confederate 
War Journal.  Such an undertaking takes much in time and 
money and we strive to make it a good investment in our as-
sociation’s  future.

I wish to extend my personal thanks to some hardworking 
individuals who have provided much toward our publishing 
effort:  CG Max L. Waldrop, Jr., LCG Richard Rhone, CG 
John W. Brinsfi eld, Ben Willingham, AG Todd Smith, PCG 
Jeffery Massey, feature writers Stephen Renouf and Chief of 
Staff David Whitaker as well as other members of the Gen-
eral Staff.  It is because of their dedication to our Order that 
the “War Journal” is possible.  They’ve given freely of their 
time and talents to ensure that our publication is one that we 
can all share pride in. 

It is also our desire that the War Journal will provide a valu-
able tool to assist every chapter and society in recruiting new 
members to our cause.

We have a proud heritage and we sincerely desire that the 
Confederate War Journal will advance our goals.

    
   Charles H. Smith, DCS, PCG
  

P.O. Box 850602  Yukon, OK 73085-0602

Deputy Communications General                     Publication Manager                      Scheduling Manager                  Advertising Manager
       

The Confederate War Journal  is published annually by the Military Order of the Stars & Bars  and copyrighted by the Military Order of the Stars & Bars International Headquarters, PO Box 
1700, White House, TN 37188-1700.  Products and services advertised do not carry MOS&B endorsement.  The National Society reserved the right to reject content of any copy. Unsolicited 
items will not be returned.  Send all news matter to  Gary Loudermilk, Communications General,. 2801  14th St., Brownwood, TX 76801-7911.  Send all address changes, election of offi cers, 
new members and member deaths  to  International Headquarters.

& Offi cer’s Call

5       John Paul Strain by Lt. CG Richard Rhone 
LCG Rhone interviews John Paul Strain, ranked among 
America’s top-ranking historical artists not only in popular-
ity but in quality of his art.  A true native of the South being 
born in Tennessee and now living in Texas, Strain’s love of 
American History and the War Between the States is vividly 
revealed in his historical masterpieces 

7      George Washington Gift - Stephen Renouf  
On 22 March 1862, George Gift was commissioned as a 
lieutenant in the Confederate Navy.  He served on the CS 
Floating Battery New Orleans and the CSS McRae at New 
Orleans Station.  In April 1862, he served on the ironclad CSS 
Louisiana.

18    Metal Memories: Brief History of 
MOS&B Medals - Part 1  by Jeffery W. Massey
The Romans  would introduce the concept of a stamped piece 
of metal to adorn a soldiers uniform.  The practice of a military 
medal being made of metal survives even unto today. This his-
tory covers the early days starting with the UCV until their last 
reunion in 1951.

   Charles H. Smith, DCS     Ben H. Willingham, DCS            Byron Brady       Larry T. Yeatman

Features
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Adjutant General’s Report

The Military Order of the Stars and Bars, like all heritage organizations of its type, continues to face declining membership rolls as 
our members’ age and are not replaced with younger members. With a current median member age of 64, the average age of MOS&B 
membership continues to increase by approximately one year each calendar year. If these trends are allowed to continue, in just ten 
years the median age of our members will be almost 75 meaning that the long-term viability of our order will be in jeopardy. 

Since it’s founding, the MOS&B has always prided itself on being an elite and highly selective organization and its policies permitting 
membership only to those direct and collateral descendants of the Confederate Offi cer Corps or any elected or appointed member of 
the Executive Branch of the Confederate Government help ensure that it will remain so. Because we have a limited pool of potential 
qualifi ed applicants, seeking out and effectively recruiting new members into our Order becomes even more important as we face 
dwindling ranks.

While it is important that we study and understand these demographic realities, we cannot let them foretell the demise of our Order. To 
the contrary, we must use them as a catalyst to help develop an action plan to address and overcome them so that the MOS&B remains 
just as strong and relevant to our current members as it was to those who founded our Order in 1938. 

Membership recruitment and retention is one of the top priorities for Commander General Max Waldrop and he has instructed each of 
his offi cers to make it a priority as well. As your Adjutant General, we are constantly working to improve our ability to communicate 
with our existing members in the ways they wish to be communicated. Capturing email addresses and keeping them current allows 
us to communicate regularly with our members and to alert them about special events and news. It also provides us with the ability to 
provide a copy of our “Offi cer’s Call” publication each and every month to those who can receive electronic communications. Having 
proper email addresses assists us in communicating with those members who have let their dues to expire and allows us to answer our 
member’s questions and concerns promptly. Since the April 3, 2010 National Convention, we have been able to increase the number of 
email addresses in our LISTSERVE system from 785 to 862 and it is your Adjutant General’s goal to have over 1,000 email addresses 
in our system in time for our 2011 Jacksonville Convention.

Our efforts in membership recruitment and retention also appear to be working as well. In April, 2010 our membership rolls had fallen 
to 1,525 from 1,657 in June of 2009. As of September, 2010 our total membership numbers have increased to 1,610. While we still 
have 47 fewer members than we did in June 2009, we have reversed the trend and added 85 members since our last convention in 
Oklahoma City. We have also added 49 new Life Members since June 2009 and eleven since the convention. Equally important, we 
have added four new “active” chapters (fi ve or more members) and added one additional “active” society (fi fteen or more active mem-
bers) since the convention. Importantly, since the convention, the MOS&B has experienced membership growth in each of the three 
armies, as well as at-large members. The Army of the Trans-Mississippi has even exceeded its 2009 numbers. 

We now have MOS&B members in 43 states (two more since June 2009) and in fi ve countries. There are now fi ve states with more 
than one hundred members, with Texas having passed the 200 member mark. Each of these “large” states has experienced growth 
since the April Convention. Sadly, this growth has been tempered by the untimely passing of 53 of our members since 2009 which is a 
stark reminder of why we must continue to recruit younger members who will one day replace each of us.  

While we undoubtedly face challenges, our Order remains strong and diverse with members as young as 13 and as old as 102. Each is 
an important part of the Military Order of the Stars and Bars and in their own unique way is helping fulfi ll the important charge given 
to us by President Jefferson Davis who said “It is a duty we owe to posterity to see that our children shall know the virtues, and rise 
worthy of their sires.”

It is an honor to serve as your Adjutant General and I stand ready to assist each and every member of our great Order in building and 
strengthening the MOS&B. As we approach the Sesquicentennial of the War Between the States and honor the brave memories of 
our ancestors it is my profound hope that each of us will renew our own personal commitment to preserving our Southern heritage by 
keeping the Military Order of the Stars and Bars the fi nest organization of its kind.

          Todd M. Smith
                 Adjutant General
                 Military Order of the Stars and Bars
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The Chaplain’s Corner 

“A Thanksgiving Message”
The Rev. Dr. Atticus G. Haygood , former chaplain of the 15th Georgia Infantry, Benning’s Brigade, 
was born in Watkinsville, Georgia in 1839. He attended Emory College and was admitted to the Geor-
gia Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South in 1859. In 1861 he served with his regiment 
in the Army of Northern Virginia and later in 1863 as a missionary chaplain to Longstreet’s Corps at 
Chickamauga. After the war was over, Dr. Haygood was elected the eighth president of Emory College 
at Oxford, Georgia.  He preached a Thanksgiving sermon to the students and faculty on 25 November 
1880 entitled “The New South: Gratitude, Amendment, Hope.” An excerpt from his remarks follows: 

“Nearly all nations, in both ancient and modern times, have incorporated into their religious and social 
customs annual thanksgivings for the blessings that crown each year.  I cannot conceive of anything 
more becoming than that a Christian nation should celebrate a day of universal thanksgiving to the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father, also, of all men, and the giver of all good.  To me it is 
most inspiring to think that at this hour there are millions of our brethren and fellow-citizens in this 
heaven-favored land engaged, like ourselves, in songs of praise and in the worship of our ever-merciful 
God.  From unnumbered hearts and voices goes up the song:  ‘O praise the Lord, all ye nations: praise 
him, all ye people.  For his merciful kindness is great toward us: and the truth of the Lord endureth 
forever.  Praise ye the Lord.”

The duty of thanksgiving to God needs no argument.  It is summed up in the language of St. James: 
“Every good and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with 
whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.”  Our entire dependence is stated by St. Paul in 
his discourse to the Athenians: “In Him we live, and move, and have our being.”  A very large part 
of the Scriptures is made up of different statements of this truth.  In every age inspiration has been 
at infi nite pains to teach men the truth and reality of their entire dependence upon God for all things.  
Thousands of texts might be brought forward in confi rmation of this statement and in illustration of 

(Continued on page 26)

Chaplain Haygood  Jackson and his Chaplain
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John Paul Strain is ranked among America’s top-ranking histori-
cal artists not only in popularity but in quality of his art. A true 
native of the South being born in Tennessee and now living in 
Texas, Strain’s love of American History and the War Between 
the States is vividly revealed in his historical masterpieces that 
grace the homes of thousands. Today, John Paul Strain is recog-
nized as one of the top historical artists alive. His work is widely 
sought by both art collectors and lovers of history who cherish 
his dramatic portraits of beloved Southern leaders such as Robert 
E. Lee, Stonewall Jackson, and Nathan Bedford Forrest as well 
numerous other military leaders and historical scenes. His depic-
tion of America’s greatest internal confl ict reveals the dramatic 
pageantry of the War Between the States. Strain demonstrates a 
devotion to historic authenticity that is cherished by his thou-
sands of admirers. His art is widely displayed and is particularly 
loved by collectors of fi ne art limited-edition historical prints. 

Strain is a favorite of the Military Order of the Stars and Bars. 
He was awarded the 2010 Henry Timrod Southern Culture Award 
for his outstanding contributions toward the understanding, ap-
preciation and explanation of Southern Arts and Letters.  Within 
the past year, John Paul Strain was commissioned by the Uni-
versity of Alabama to paint a historical work of the Confederate 
Corp of Cadets assembling to fi ght the Union invaders in April 
of 1865. The fi nished work was unveiled at the annual Gen. John 
C, Calhoun Sanders Lecture Series on the University campus in 
front of a large crowd. 

Recently, Strain graciously agreed to answer a few questions 
from Lieutenant Commander General Richard Rhone regarding 
the artist’s life and his work.

John Paul Strain Interview
Richard Rhone: Admirers of your art are always amazed by 
the passion as an artist that you bring to your fi nished product. 
Is that passion directed more by your love of art itself or by the 
subjects you paint?

John Paul Strain: The subjects I choose to paint are the driving 
force behind the work. 
 
Rhone: When did you fi rst realize that you wished to be an art-
ist?

Strain: I took an art class my senior year of high school.  Some 
of my baseball team members said the class was an easy “A”.  
My art teacher liked the painting I did that semester so much, 
that he bought the piece for $150.  That was a lot of money for a 

2010 Henry Timrod Southern Culture Award Recipient 
 John Paul Strain

kid mowing lawns for $5 each. 

Rhone: What led you to specialize in historical art? Is there a 
particularly part of your younger life when growing up that infl u-
enced you in that direction?

Strain: As a youngster my parents took the family to many his-
torical sites and battlefi elds.  So I grew up with a love of Ameri-
can history.  It was my best subject in school.

Rhone: When you entered the arena of Civil War art were you 
immediately accepted and welcomed?  How did you get your 
start?

Strain: I found out quickly how competitive the fi eld of Civil 
War art was.  I actually had a competing artist personally phone 
important galleries criticizing my work. Another artist used his 
power and infl uence in the market place to keep other galleries 
from representing my art.  But the collectors of Civil War art 
loved my work, so that was great.

Rhone: Historical accuracy seems so important in your work. 
How do you go about insuring that accuracy? Has that desire for 
(Continued on page 24)

Henry Timrod Award presented to artist John Paul Strain by
 Richard Rhone at the 2010 Oklahoma City Convention.
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By Waite Rawls III and Sam Craghead

The Museum was founded in 1890 and opened 
its doors in the home occupied by Jefferson Davis 
and his family during the War Between the States.  
Now known as the White House of the Confed-
eracy, in April, 1865, the house became head-
quarters for the occupying Union Army.   During 
Reconstruction, the house was headquarters for 
the Military District of Virginia. 

At the end of Reconstruction it became a school and remained as Central School for 20 years.  In 1890, the ladies of the Con-
federate Memorial Literary Society assumed possession and began the process of collecting the artifacts, photographs, and 
documents, which would be displayed in the museum.

The Museum continued to be located in the house until 1976 when the artifacts were transferred to the new museum build-
ing and the house was then closed for restoration work, which would allow visitors see it as it looked when the Davis family 
lived there.  The house opened to the public in 1988.

The collection is well known by scholars, authors, and other historians of the War Between the States as an important re-
source for research and study of the Confederacy.  The Museum possesses more than 20,000 artifacts and more than 100,000 
documents and photographs.  Its collection of wartime Confederate fl ags, in excess of 550, is the largest single collection of 
its kind.

The Museum building has three fl oors of exhibits and is self-guided.  Audio wands are available for the main fl oor exhibit.  
The current exhibit on the 2nd fl oor is titled: “Between the Battles” and focuses on the life of the common soldier when  not 
engaged in battle.  An exhibit on the lower fl oor displays art of the Confederate soldiers both during and after the war.  Anoth-
er exhibit on the same level is about the Confederacy in Virginia history.  Guided tours of the White House last approximately 
forty-fi ve minutes.

On September 23, 2010, the Museum held the groundbreaking ceremony for the fi rst of the Museums in the new Museum of 
the Confederacy System.  The Museum of the Confederacy-Appomattox will sit on 8 acres of ground, have an 11,700 square 
foot Museum building housing 2 exhibit halls with 5,000 square feet of exhibit space, a 1,000 square foot multipurpose room 
for adult and student classes, events, and programs. The Museum of the Confederacy-Appomattox will be available for use 
by outside organizations after museum hours.

For decades the Museum and the Military Order of the Stars and Bars have had a benefi cial and fruitful association. The 
Virginia Society has had numerous receptions and ceremonies in the Museum building.  

These events usually included tours of the Museum and the White House of the Confederacy.  The George Pickett Chapter is 
frequently in the Museum to hold meetings, award ceremonies, and receptions, also accompanied by tours.  Members of the 
Museum staff are frequent speakers for Society and Chapter meetings.

The membership of the MOS&B has been generous in its support of the Museum of the Confederacy with a large number 
who have Museum membership. 

The Museum and 
White House of the 

Confederacy 
and the  

Military Order of the 
Stars & Bars
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George Washington Gift was born on 1 March 1833 north of 
Nashville in Sumner County, Tennessee, and was the son of 
Colonel William Wirt Gift (1796-1881) of Marlboro District, 
South Carolina and Elizabeth Dodson of North Carolina.  Wil-
liam W. Gift was a friend of President Andrew Jackson, and 
named a son born in 1823 William Andrew Jackson Gift.  In 
the spring of 1849, William Gift left Tennessee, and took the 
ship Falcon to California via Panama, arriving in San Francisco 
in August 1849.  William served as Sergeant of Arms for the 
Second Session of the California Assembly (6 January 1851 to 
1 May 1851), which met in San Jose, California.  On 1 March 
1852, California Governor John Bigler appointed William Gift 
as a Port Warden for San Francisco.  On 24 March 1853, Wil-
liam Gift was nominated Register of the Land Offi ce at Benicia, 
California, by President Franklin Pierce.  The job of register 
came with an annual salary of $3,000.

On 4 March 1845, George Gift, a citizen of Tennessee, received 
a presidential appointment to the US Naval Academy from 
President James K. Polk.  He took a steamboat to Cincinnati, 
and another steamboat to Wheeling, Virginia. He then crossed 
the mountains in a stagecoach to Cumberland, Maryland, and 
then took a train to Annapolis.  On 30 November 1847, George 
Gift was assigned to the Pacifi c Squadron as a midshipman 
during the Mexican-American War.  He sailed from Norfolk, 
Virginia, to California on the war sloop St. Mary as an acting 
midshipman.  He was then assigned to the ship-of-the-line Ohio, 
and then the frigate Savannah for his naval training.  In Janu-
ary 1851, after completing his training, but before commencing 
his academic courses at Annapolis, George Gift resigned as a 
midshipman in the US Navy.  He became a citizen of California, 
and got a job as a clerk in the US Land Offi ce in San Francisco 
and Benicia, under the tutelage of his father.  In 1854, George 
Gift wrote a book about the land laws in California called The 
Settler’s Guide, Containing the Preemption Laws, and Laws 
of Congress in Relation to Locating School Land Warrants; 
Also the Swamp Land Act, published in Benicia.  In 1855, 
George Gift and his father William Gift established a banking 
house, William W. Gift & Co. Bankers, at the corner of J and 
31st Streets in Sacramento.  The bank only operated for a few 
months.  On 1 December 1855, George Gift borrowed $10,000 
from J. and P. Donahue, payable in six months.    He was un-
able to pay back the loan, so his father William Gift was able 
to negotiate an extension for one year, in exchange for William 
guaranteeing the loan and agreeing to turn over his four quar-
terly salary checks to J. and P. Donahue, and surrender any pro-
ceeds from the sale of livestock from his rancho near Martinez, 
California.  

George Gift married his fi rst wife Frances around 1856, and 
they had one child - Joseph K. Gift (born 1857).  George moved 
his family to Los Angeles by 1860, when he was a civil engi-

neer with $25,000 in real estate and $200 in personal property.  
In 1860, tragedy struck - his son Joseph died, followed shortly 
thereafter by his wife Frances.

Between 20 December 1860 and 1 February 1861, the States of 
South Carolina, Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, Georgia, Louisi-
ana and Texas seceded from the United States, and on 8 February 
1861 formed the Confederate States of America.  As the situation 
spiraled towards war, there was a call to form militia groups in 
California to maintain order in California.  Prominent citizens in 
Los Angeles petitioned Judge William G. Dryden to approve the 
creation of a militia unit in Los Angeles.  Judge Dryden autho-
rized the enrollment of men for the militia on 25 February 1861.  
George Gift announced the Judge’s decision, and after 80 people 
had  enrolled, a meeting was held to organize the militia.  George 
Gift was the chairman of the meeting, and they selected the name 
Los Angeles Mounted Rifl es for the new militia unit, and elected 
offi cers.  Gift enrolled as a private in the unit.  The members of 
the Los Angeles Mounted Rifl es were pro-Southern, and watched 
developments in the East with concern.  On 24 April 1861, news 
reached California of the fi ring on Fort Sumter, and the Los An-
geles Mounted Rifl es decided to go east to serve the Confederacy.  
Captain Ridley arranged to have the Los Angeles Mounted Rifl es 
escort Albert Sidney Johnston to the Confederacy - Gift wanted 
to take the sea route, but Ridley decided to take the land route de-
spite the hazards of crossing the Arizona desert in the heat of the 
summer.  When the Los Angeles Mounted Rifl es left California, 
Private Gift accompanied them.  After crossing the Arizona desert 
to El Paso, Texas, the Los Angeles Mounted Rifl es were disband-
ed, and Gift traveled to Memphis, Tennessee, and stayed with his 
sister Maria Louisa Sims.  George Gift was not employed, and 
he had to be supported by family and friends.  While living in 
Memphis, on 10 October 1861, George Gift wrote to Confederate 
General Albert Sidney Johnston in Columbus, Kentucky, telling 
him that he was seeking a job as a clerk in the Quartermaster’s 
Offi ce in Memphis, and requesting a letter of introduction to CSA 
Quartermaster Major Anderson.  He said he regretted having to 
impose on General Johnston, but he needed work to raise enough 
money to pay for his passage home to California.  Evidently, his 
former compatriot from the trek across the Arizona desert pulled 
some strings to help him.  On 27 December 1861, Gift was made 
an Acting Master in the Confederate Navy.

In 1862, George Gift moved to Florida and became a citizen of 
that State.  On 22 March 1862, George Gift was commissioned 
as a lieutenant in the Confederate Navy.  He served on the CS 
Floating Battery New Orleans and the CSS McRae at New 
Orleans Station.  In April 1862, he served on the ironclad CSS 
Louisiana in the Battle of Fort Jackson and Fort St. Philip.  Due 
to the exigencies of war, the CSS Louisiana had to be launched 
before it was fully completed, and with construction crews still 
on board. The engines were not strong enough to fi ght the river 

George Washington Gift
Edited by Stephen Renouf, DCS

(Continued on page 8)
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current, and she had to be towed to a position on the left bank of 
the Mississippi River near Fort St. Philip; she was, in essence, 
nothing more than a fl oating battery.  Because of her anchorage, 
the Louisiana could only fi re her fore and starboard guns.  The 
Louisiana was challenged by the USS Brooklyn, and she fi red 
three shots through the US vessel, while the return fi re bounced 
harmlessly off the iron plated sides of the Louisiana.  Only 
three men were killed on the Louisiana, and all three (including 
Commander Charles F. McIntosh) were in exposed positions 
when they were hit.  US Flag Offi cer David G. Farragut was able 
to smash through the Confederate fl eet, and get past the forts to 
New Orleans, and the defenseless city had to surrender.  Farragut 
then returned to fi nish off the forts.  The men at Fort Jackson 
mutinied, which put the soldiers at Fort St. Philip in an untenable 
situation.  The soldiers at Fort St. Philip were forced to call for 
a truce so they could negotiate terms of surrender.  CS Naval 
Commander John K. Mitchell was not involved in the surrender 
negotiations, so he no qualms about ordering the CSS Louisiana 
destroyed rather than allow it to fall into enemy hands.  The CSS 
Louisiana was set on fi re, and her powder magazine blew up 
as she passed Fort St. Philip, killing a soldier in the fort.  With 
the forts and the Confederate fl eet neutralized, Farragut then 
took Baton Rouge and Natchez, but was forced to lay siege to 
Vicksburg.

Lt. George Gift was then assigned to the ironclad CSS Arkansas, 
under Lt. Isaac Newton Brown.   In July 1862, General Earl Van 
Dorn ordered the Arkansas to steam up the Yazoo River to the 
defense of besieged Vicksburg.  As the Arkansas approached 
Vicksburg, she was challenged by the ironclad USS Carondelet, 
the wooden gunboat Tyler, and the ram Queen of the West.  
Lieutenants Grimball (on the starboard gun) and Gift (on the 
port gun) fi red the 8-inch columbiad guns.  Gift fi red the fi rst 
shot, hitting the Tyler in the engine room, killing the pilot.  The 
Queen of the West was hit next, and fl ed from the battle.  Gift hit 
the Carondelet four times, the stern guns hit her twice, and then 
she was hit with a starboard broadside.  The white fl ags were 
fl own, and the Carondelet escaped, although heavily damaged.  
The CSS Arkansas chased the Tyler and Queen of the West, 
which quickly retreated to the safety of their fl eet.  As the CSS 
Arkansas approached Vicksburg, she encountered Farragut’s 20-
ship blockade.  Lt. Brown ordered the ship to valiantly fi ght their 
way through the blockade.  As they approached the blockade, 
US gunboat No. 6 fi red on the Arkansas.   Gift returned fi re and 
hit the gunboat, and a port broadside disabled the gunboat.  The 
blockading fl eet fi red on the Arkansas from every direction, and 
Gift fi red on the Lancaster, striking the mid-drum, fl ooding the 
engine room with hot water and steam, and killing many sailors 
and sharpshooters.  Shells struck the Arkansas on both sides 
of her armor plating - Lt. Brown was knocked down twice and 
wounded in the head, but defi antly remained at his post.  When 
the Confederate fl ag had been shot away, Midshipman Scales 
risked his life by climbing the ladder and replacing the fl ag.  An 
11-inch shell struck the Arkansas resulting in iron and wood 
shrapnel that hit every man at Gift’s broadside gun.  Gift’s arm 
was struck by the shrapnel, creating scars that lasted for the 

rest of his life.  After puncturing the blockade, the Arkansas 
was not followed on the remainder of the journey to Vicksburg.  
After a valiant battle, the Arkansas arrived at Vicksburg with 
heavy damage, twelve killed and eighteen wounded, including 
Lt. Brown and Lt. Gift.  For his actions, Brown was promoted 
to captain, and given the Confederate Medal of Honor.  The 
Vicksburg shore batteries attempted to hold the US fl eet at bay, 
while repairs were made to the Arkansas - her smokestack was 
torn to shreds, and a section of iron hull plating had fallen off 
- and they offl oaded the wounded and the dead.  The US fl eet 
shelled the Arkansas and Vicksburg, while the Arkansas and 
the shore batteries responded.  A cannon shot hit the Arkansas, 
damaged the engines, and killed pilot Gillmore.  When the 
USS Essex arrived on 22 July 1862, the Union sent the Essex 
and the Queen of the West against the Arkansas, which was 
down to only 17 crewmen.  Lieutenants Grimball and Gift fi red 
the guns and valiantly repelled the attack.  When they could 
not destroy the Arkansas, Farragut removed the blockade of 
Vicksburg.  He could not indefi nitely expend fuel keeping his 
fl eet under steam to stay on the defense from the Arkansas.  The 
injured Captain Brown turned over command of the Arkansas to 
Lieutenant Henry K. Stevens, and went to Grenada, Mississippi, 
to recuperate, and he was delayed returning due to illness.  
Lieutenant Stevens was ordered to take the CSS Arkansas to 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, to assist Confederate land forces in the 
attack on Union occupied city.  Captain Brown sent orders for 
Stevens to remain at Vicksburg until he could return.  The CSS 
Arkansas was not yet ready for action, but General Van Dorn 
was persistent, and Lieutenant Stevens asked the senior naval 
offi cer at Jackson, Mississippi for guidance.  The senior Naval 
offi cer, who either was unaware of the Arkansas’ condition, or 
simply did not care, ordered Stevens to follow Van Dorn’s orders 
and disregard Captain Brown’s orders; so Stevens set out for 
Baton Rouge.  Captain Brown missed the sailing of the ship by 
four hours.  On 6 August 1862, Stevens was pushing the CSS 
Arkansas hard to reach Baton Rouge by the appointed time, 
which caused the starboard engine to break down, throwing 
the ship toward the shore.  The ironclad USS Essex was seen 
approaching under full steam, so Stevens gave the order to 
abandon ship.  Stevens stayed behind to scuttle the ship, which 
exploded and sank.  Confederate Secretary of the Navy Stephen 
Mallory reported, “Naval history records few deeds of greater 
heroism or higher professional ability than this achievement of 
the Arkansas.”

After the loss of the CSS Arkansas, Lt. Gift was assigned to the 
CSS Chattahoochee.  On 9 May 1863, Lt. Gift developed a plan 
to take the USS Port Royal off the coast of Apalachicola.  On 
27 May 1863, Lt. Gift was ashore when the CSS Chattahoochee 
suffered a boiler explosion that killed 17 men, and sank the 
ship.  Lt. Gift helped with the wounded, and gave the names 
of the dead and wounded to the local newspapers.  Lt. Gift 
was then reassigned to Mobile, Alabama, and on 8 June 1863 
reported for service on the steamers CSS Baltic and CSS Gaines 
in the Mobile Squadron.  In late August 1863, Lt. Gift inspected 
the construction of the ironclads CSS Tennessee and the CSS 

Gift (Continued from page  7)
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Nashville near Mobile.  On 18 September 1863, the Secretary of 
the Navy detached Lt. Gift from duty in Mobile under Admiral 
F. Buchanan, and ordered him to report to Wilmington, North 
Carolina.  

In fall 1863, Lt. Gift was sent with 21 others on a secret mission 
to Canada to rescue 2,000 Confederate prisoners of war being 
held on Johnson’s Island in Sandusky Bay, Ohio.  The rescue 
expedition reached St. Catherine, Ontario, but the plan collapsed 
when a trusted Canadian betrayed the plan to the Canadian 
Governor-General, and they had to return to the Confederate 
States.  

In January 1864, Lt. Gift took command of the blockade runner 
Ranger for passage from Bermuda to run the blockade of 
Wilmington, North Carolina.  The Ranger left Bermuda on 6 
January 1864, and reached the coast of North Carolina on 10 
January 1864, and landed passengers and baggage near Murrell’s 
Inlet.  On 11 January 1864, the Ranger was intercepted by the 
USS Minnesota, Daylight, Governor Buckingham and Aries 
of the Wilmington Blockade.  While Gift was monitoring the 
movements of the USS Minnesota, the ships pilot suddenly 
steered the ship towards the shore and grounded the ship on 
the breakers about ten miles south Fort Caswell.  Lt. Gift later 
reported, “a couple of turns of the wheel in the hands of a timid 
man lost a fi ne ship and a valuable cargo.”  After failing to get the 
ship off the breakers, with the US fl eet approaching, Gift ordered 
the ship to be evacuated and burned.  As the US forces attempted 
to extinguish the fl ames, Confederate sharpshooters fi red on the 
Ranger from the sand dunes.  Although they were not able to 
extinguish the fl ames, they did capture the log book of the ship. 
 
When Gift fi nally arrived in Wilmington, he took part in the 
plan to capture a Union gunboat.  On 1 February 1864, ten boats 
set out on the Neuse River, each one with two offi cers and ten 
men, under the command of John Taylor Wood (grandson of US 
President Zachary Taylor, and nephew of CS President Jefferson 
Davis).  In the evening, they landed on a small island to have 
dinner, and receive the fi nal orders prior to the attack that night.  
They set out again with their boats in single fi le so they could 
pass through the narrows of the river without being detected by 
Union troops on the shore.  They fi nally arrived in the bay off 
New Bern, North Carolina, but they could not locate a Union 
gunboat to attack.  They landed upon the shore, and hid their 
boats in the tall grass, and awaited another opportunity in the 
evening.  In the morning of 2 February 1864, they were startled 
by gunfi re, but it turned out to be a futile attack by General 
George Pickett on Union lines at New Bern.  At sunset, a Union 
gunboat arrived in the bay, and anchored near New Bern.  In 
a great surprise, a boat commanded by Lt. Gift arrived - he 
had not left with the ten boats, and he boldly rowed down the 
Neuse River in daylight so he would not miss the action.  His 
boat had 15 men and a howitzer.  At nine o’clock, they all set 
out to make the crossing to the gunboat in silence and the dark 
of night.  As they neared the gunboat, they were spotted and 
hailed.  Commander Wood decided they were already past the 

point of no return, and ordered an immediate attack.  The gunboat 
responded by fi ring on the Confederate boats with small arms.  
The Confederate marines returned fi re, and they prepared to 
board the ship.  The coxswain of the leading boat was shot dead, 
so the next boat in line had the honor of boarding the gunboat 
fi rst.  After fi ve minutes of deadly combat, Commander Wood 
ordered a ceasefi re, as only his forces were still standing - the 
USS Underwriter had been successfully taken.  Commander 
Wood ordered the men to get the ship underway immediately, 
as they were under the guns of Union Fort Stephenson.  The 
marines corralled and guarded the prisoners, as the seamen set 
to work to get the boilers going, and lift the anchor.  Lt. Gift, the 
other lieutenants and the midshipmen manned the six 11-inch 
guns.  They intended to sail under the captured US fl ag and try 
to destroy as many of the Union gunboats as they could fi nd.  
Unfortunately, they found the boiler fi res were out, the ship was 
chained to a buoy, and they estimated it would take hours to get 
underway.  At that moment, the guns of Fort Stephenson began 
raining down shot on the ship.  Some men who had escaped from 
the ship had alerted the fort about the capture of the ship.  By this 
time it had become clear they had fallen into a trap.  Commander 
Wood ordered the dead and wounded to be loaded into the boats.  
Then Wood ordered four offi cers to set fi re to the fore and aft of 
the ship, and not to leave until the ship was afl ame.  The boats 
then fl ed the scene, but no longer under fi re from the fort.  The 
fl ames had blinded the sharpshooters, and they had to take cover 
as the explosion from the powder magazine of the ship would 
damage the fort.  Among the prisoners were men who had served 
with some of the Confederate offi cers in Federal service before 
the war, so they were reassured that they would be treated well.  
At sunrise, they buried their dead on an island.  Over the next few 
nights, they slowly made their way up the Neuse River to arrive 
safely at Kinston, North Carolina.

On 15 February 1864, Lt. Gift was ordered to leave Naval Station 
Charleston, South Carolina, and proceed to Columbus, Georgia, 
and assume command of a new ironclad being built there.  On 20 
February 1864, Lt. Gift reported for duty at Columbus, Georgia.  
The new ironclad was not yet completed, and on 5 March 1864, 
Lt. Gift and his crew were transferred from the new ironclad to 
the CSS Chattahoochee, which had been resurrected from its 
watery grave and restored to duty at Columbus.  

CSS Arkansas

(Continued on page 10)
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The coast near Apalachicola Bay was being blockaded by the 
USS Somerset and USS Adela.  Lt. Gift formulated a plan to 
capture the USS Adela, and then use the Adela to attack the 
Somerset.  Prior to embarking on his mission, Lt. Gift traveled to 
Saffold, Georgia, on 6 April 1864, and married his second wife, 
Ellen Augusta Shackelford.  They had four children: George 
Washington Gift, Jr. (31 May 1865 in Georgia), Harriett Gift 
(January 1868 in Tennessee), Jeanne Eugenia Gift (8 February 
1873 in Tennessee), and another daughter.  (George Jr. accidental-
ly shot and killed himself on 12 July 1882 in Calistoga, Califor-
nia).  Lt. Gift described Ellen’s “straight little nose, her crown of 
brown curls, her big blue eyes, her elegance, her intelligence, her 
beautiful English, lovely intonation, her restraint.”  The newly-
weds went to Columbus on 10 April 1864, and attended parties 
celebrating the wedding.  George and Ellen then headed south on 
the steamboat Marianna.  The ship stopped at Saffold, Georgia, 
and Ellen debarked for her plantation, The Pines.  The repaired 
CSS Chattahoochee was launched on 20 April 1864, and headed 
south for Eufaula with supplies for the mission to take the Adela.  
The ill-fated ship ran aground 6 miles south of Columbus.  Rains 
swelled the river and freed the ship, but it ran aground again four 
days later.  It took two weeks to fi nally reach Eufaula, only 85 
miles from Columbus.  On 3 May 1864, Lt. Gift and 59 men left 
the CSS Chattahoochee on seven boats to attempt to capture the 
USS Adela.  They planned to wait for bad weather (so their wake 
would not be detected), and then quietly paddle up to the Adela 
under cover of darkness.  The waited for a week, and were run-
ning low on supplies, so they sent scouts into town for supplies.  
When the scouts returned, they learned that Union spies had 
uncovered their plan, and the Adela was on alert, so Lt. Gift was 
forced to call off the mission.  In retreating across the bay, their 
long awaited storm fi nally materialized, and a boat with soldiers 
capsized; Lt. Gift rescued the soldiers with his boat.  In the 
choppy water, Gift became seriously ill, and he had to turn over 
command to Midshipman John Thomas Scharf (later author of 
History of the Confederate States Navy).  Scharf ordered the men 
to throw their supplies overboard so the rescued soldiers clinging 
to the side of the boat could be brought on board.  The overloaded 
boat successfully landed on the deserted St. George Island.  With 
no supplies, they ate palmetto cabbage, alligators and oysters un-
til they were rescued two days later by three men from Apalachic-
ola.  They were ferried off the island, sank their boat in a bayou, 
and set out on foot.  During the rescue, they encountered soldiers 
from the USS Chambers.  All but 7 men managed to escape the 
US forces - the three rescuers and four soldiers were captured.  
Following the raid, Lt. Gift retreated down the Chattahoochee 
River to Eufaula, where he arrived on 21 May 1864.

On 25 May 1864, Lt. Gift reported from Eufaula, Alabama to the 
Navy Department that the CSS Chattahoochee needed repairs.  
On 10 June 1864, Lt. Gift was ordered to turn over command 
of the CSS Chattahoochee to Lt. McLaughlin so the ship could 
be repaired.  On 4 July 1864, Lt. Gift, seven offi cers, and 77 
men were ordered to take the train from Columbus to Savannah.  
Gift and his crew were ordered to engage in the placement of 

torpedoes in the Savannah River from the wooden gunboat CSS 
Isondiga.  Lt. Gift became ill in August, and had to be temporar-
ily relieved of duty.  In Wilmington, North Carolina, in Septem-
ber 1864, Lt. Gift was appointed executive offi cer of the CSS 
Tallahassee, under the command of Lt. William H. Ward.  Prior 
to leaving port, the armed cruiser Tallahassee was renamed the 
CSS Olustee (named after the Confederate victory in the Battle of 
Olustee, Florida).  On 29 October 1864, they sailed from Wilm-
ington, destroyed six vessels fl ying the American Flag along the 
coast - the bark Empress Theresa, schooners A.J. Bird, E.F. Lewis, 
and Napor, the brig L.D. Wagner, and the ship Arcole.  The CSS 
Olustee was chased by the US Navy back to Wilmington around 
7 November 1864.  

As the Confederacy was collapsing, Confederate Major General 
Samuel Jones, Commander of the Department of Florida and 
South Georgia, surrendered all Confederate forces in the district 
at Tallahassee on 10 May 1865.  Following the surrender, Lt. 
George Gift was paroled at Albany, Georgia on 22 May 1865, 
and he returned to Florida (he had become a citizen of Florida in 
1862).  Because he had left a non-Confederate State (California) 
and joined the Confederate Navy, George Gift was not automati-
cally eligible for the general amnesty proclamation of President 
Andrew Johnson, so he was deprived of his Constitutional rights.   
While living in Quincy, Florida, on 14 October 1865, George Gift 
submitted a petition to President Andrew Johnson asking for a 
pardon for his participation in “the late rebellion of the Southern 
States,” and asking to have his rights restored.  He also included 
a loyalty oath by which he swore to “hereafter faithfully support 
and defend the Constitution of the United States, and the Union 
of the States thereunder.”

In 1866, George Gift returned home to Tennessee to help resur-
rect agriculture in the South that had been destroyed during the 
war and its aftermath.  With the sudden end of slavery in 1865, 
Southern leaders focused their energies on restoring agriculture 
under a wage system of labor.  George Gift settled in Memphis, 
Tennessee, where he purchased land to build a cotton gin with his 
sister Maria Louisa Sims.  

George Gift turned his attention to writing articles on agricultural 
topics to propagate new methods of farming.  On 15 September 
1866, he wrote an article in The American Farmer about Califor-
nia grape growing, which he observed when he lived in Los An-
geles.  He said he had never found a better grape for wine making 
than the grapes of California.  The American Farmer magazine of 
1 March 1867 recommended readers try the Confederate Bean, a 
variety named by George Gift.  The American Farmer magazine 
of 1 May 1867 quoted George Gift as criticizing the Sulky Plow 
- “It is an agricultural humbug.  It is a retrograde in the science 
of agriculture; it is an inducement to slovenliness and over-
cropping, and as such should be cast out as an evil spirit.  We do 
not want any such tools for the South.”  In 1867, George Gift was 
an assistant editor of the Memphis monthly periodical Southern 
Farmer, writing articles about gardening.

Gift (Continued from page 9)
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In 1867, George Gift was Secretary of Agriculture of the State of 
Tennessee.  In his annual report for 1867, he presented a sys-
tem calling for the rotation of crops to improve yields.  In 1868, 
George Gift wrote an article entitled “Cotton Under High Cul-
ture” included in the Report of the Commissioner of Agriculture 
for the Year 1867, which was printed in 1868 for the use of the 
US Congress.  His article begins, “If the production of cotton is 
to be continued, it must be under some system which will secure 
an adequate return for the capital invested in the enterprise, as 
well as food, clothes, and wages for the laborers, which is not 
possible under the present routine.”  He demonstrated that cotton 
produced under slavery was profi table, but since the end of slav-
ery, most large plantations were unprofi table in 1866 and 1867 
under a wage-based system of labor. Without some change in the 
system, cotton could no longer be grown in the United States.  He 
suggested some changes that could make cotton profi table - set 
aside some land for food crops, rotation of crops, raising animals 
for manure for use as fertilizer, and a more skillful tilling of the 
soil.  He concluded his report, “According to this system we 
are sure of a living and some money.  As we are going now we 
are pushed to get the former and have none of the latter.  Before 
closing, I may say that this system is based upon the theory of 
reliable and intelligent labor, and ample protection for crops and 
stock.”

In addition to merely writing about solutions to the problem of 
postbellum agriculture, George Gift put his words into action.  On 
15 February 1869, the General Assembly of Tennessee incorpo-
rated the Memphis Fertilizer Manufacturing Company for George 
Gift and fourteen of his associates to manufacture and sell every 
kind of land fertilizer.  In an effort to deal with high labor costs 
for unskilled laborers, George Gift formulated a venture to bring 
in Chinese laborers from California or China to work on Southern 
plantations in an effort to make them profi table again.  In July 
1869, George Gift went to California in an attempt to secure Chi-
nese laborers there.  In California, he found the Chinese were in 
high demand, and the prevailing wage of $30 in gold per month 
was too expensive for plantation laborers.  Therefore, on 4 Sep-
tember 1869, George Gift sailed for China on the steamer Japan, 
and arrived in Hong Kong on 7 October 1869.  He encountered 
diffi culties in recruitment, as stories circulated about slavery 
being revived in the southern United States, and people feared 
they would be treated as badly as the Spaniards or Peruvians had 
treated Chinese.  Gift consulted with the British authorities in 
Hong Kong, and hired a Chinese merchant to recruit laborers.  
The merchant would accompany the laborers to the United States, 
act as their translator, and look after their welfare.  Gift was able 
to secure 189 Chinese laborers from the interior of China, to 
work for a period of three years, for the Arkansas River Valley 
Immigration Company.  Gift arranged for the French barque Ville 
de St. Lo to transport the laborers to New Orleans for -13 sterling 
per person on 9 February 1870.  Gift wrote his wife, “I have done 
here what I was told could not be done and I feel correspondingly 
proud of my achievement . . . I hope my ships will spread their 
broad wings and speed away round the Cape of Good Hope with 
the China boys who are to help our poor country I sincerely trust 

Gift 
out of her diffi culties.”  The ship arrived in New Orleans on 1 
June 1870, and twenty Chinese had died en route.  The survivors 
were taken to Arkansas and Mississippi to work in the cotton 
fi elds.”

Upon returning from Hong Kong, Gift continued his agricultural 
articles.  In December 1870, The Rural Carolinian, published in 
Charleston, South Carolina,  reported that the monthly periodical, 
The Practical Planter of Memphis, Tennessee, was recently pur-
chased by Thomas Darden & Co., and was edited by “that well 
known, progressive agriculturalist, and somewhat caustic writer, 
George W. Gift, Esq.”  George Gift was quoted in The Rural Car-
olinian, “Reform must come.  The working of immense planta-
tions by single individuals, possessing limited means, and depen-
dent upon a demoralized class for laborers is being abandoned.  
Smaller areas, better cultivation and more work on the part of the 
white population is beginning.  As a result, prosperity will and is 
already setting in.  With prosperity will come increased inquiry 
for a better system of tillage and farm management.  Then will 
come steel plows, barns and fi ne stock, manure heaps and plenty.  
Stick to your broad impoverished acres, and stand still if you like, 
but please allow the current of progress to go on.”

In January 1872, the Southern Farm and Home magazine called 
attention to an article that “our friend Captain George Gift” wrote 
about red clover.  They noted, “Like everything he says or writes, 
it has force, directness of purpose, and practical wisdom.  We 
entertain the hope that in future Capt. Gift will contribute fre-
quently to our columns.”  In 1872, George Gift was on the Board 
of Directors for the Memphis Industrial Exposition of the Arts, 
Manufactures, Inventions and Products, held from 15 October 
to 15 November 1872.  In 1873, George Gift was the Secretary 
of the Memphis Gaslight Company.  In 1874, George Gift wrote 
a 32-page pamphlet California: Being a Short Account of the 
Climate, Health, Wealth Etc., which was published in Memphis, 
Tennessee.

After almost a decade of working to rebuild agriculture in the 
South, George Gift moved to California, and left agriculture 
to pursue his literary pursuits.  After moving to California, he 
became the editor/owner of the San Rafael Herald.  He later sold 
the San Rafael Herald and purchased the Democrat newspaper 
Napa County Reporter in 1875, which he owned until his death.  
He used his newspaper to support the building of a passenger rail-
road to Napa so people could enjoy the mineral baths and waters.  
On 7 July 1875, George Gift wrote a letter that was published 
in the Daily Alta about the economy, agriculture, banking and 
population of California.  He stated, “Last year we added to our 
population fi fty thousand immigrants, and yet wages had not been 
decreased.  This is my statement of California “ I say that Cali-
fornia is the most prosperous country on the globe, and I back it 
up with the fi gures above.”  In 1876, George Gift was a director 
of the Associated Country Press of the Pacifi c Coast.  In 1876, 
the State of California established the Napa State Asylum for the 
Insane.  At the fi rst meeting of the Board of Trustees on 11 March 
1876, George Gift was elected Treasurer, a position he held until 
(Continued on page 31)
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          GRANTS AND ENDOWMENTS COMMITTEE

One of our major challenges as an organization is to plan for our long-term fi nancial health. Grants and endowments are an 
integral part of the balance sheet for any non-profi t 501 [c] (3) corporation such as ours. Our responsibility as a committee 
is to examine our current activity in these areas and make specifi c recommendations to assure our funding in the future.

We have assembled an excellent team on the committee with a wealth of fi nancial experience. Our members include: Dr. 
Anthony Hodges, Bob May, Col. Jeb Stuart IV, David Whitaker, and Chairman Howard Jones. Our mission statement is:

Identify sources of grants and endowments for the purpose of securing long term funding for both the Military Order of 
Stars and Bars and for projects that are endorsed by the Order.

In recent years, a few notable projects have been funded by grants and charitable donations. The Lee Chapel restoration 
fund is an excellent example. Through the generosity of our members over $20,000 was raised to assist Washington and 
Lee University with the cost of necessary renovations. We have also benefi ted from two grants from the Historical Heri-
tage Corporation. Every year this organization holds the Southern Heritage Ball in Houston for the benefi t of charity.

In the past few years our efforts to obtain grants have been sporadic at best. We need to re-double our efforts to obtain 
grants from a variety of sources. These sources include Southern heritage organizations, foundations, individual philan-
thropists, and various levels of government. Of course, our greatest source of funding is from our own membership.

The best means of guaranteeing future revenue streams is through endowments. An endowment is a donation that remains 
intact forever. The donation is invested and only the income generated by it is consumed. Thus, it becomes a means of per-
petual funding. Most endowments are created by 501 [c] (3) corporations. In such case, the entire amount of the donation 
is tax deductible. Endowments also have regulations that stipulate exactly what the income can be spent for.

The Military Order of Stars and Bars is fortunate to already have an endowment fund that meets our needs precisely. The 
Confederate Legacy Endowment Fund was created in 2000-2002 during the administration of Past-Commander General 
Albert D. Jones, DCS  It calls for a pledge of $1000. The pledge amount can be paid immediately or in the amount of $250 
per year over a four year period. Once the entire amount has been paid, the donor will receive the prestigious Confederate 
Legacy Legion of Merit drop to compliment his attire. The donor will also receive a beautiful certifi cate with a statement 
of gratitude.

A copy of the Confederate Legacy Endowment Fund pledge form is included in this publication. It cites all of the regu-
lations concerning the income that the fund generates and what it can be used for. Please consider that your donation is 
100% tax deductible because of our 501 [c] (3) corporate status. Also keep in mind that many employers will match the 
charitable donations made by its employees. We would like to see this fund achieve a minimum balance of $100,000 in the 
short-term. A long-term balance of $1,000,000 is still a worthy goal.

Every time our heritage has been questioned our members have responded. We have seized every opportunity to preserve 
the memory of our ancestors and the cause that they fought for. We have given generously to worthy projects such as the 
Lee Chapel fund and the Beauvoir restoration fund. We now have the opportunity to support an endowment fund that will 
support our ideals for future generations. Please consider the Confederate Legacy Endowment Fund for a portion of your 
future donations. We are grateful for your support.
         Howard Jones
         Grants & Endowments Committee 



Galveston Island had been recaptured by the Confederates on 
Jan. 1, 1863, and thereafter the Federals hoped for revenge by 
capturing Sabine Pass, Beaumont, and Orange. They hoped to 
capture all the cotton, steamboats and schooners in port, as well 
as to burn railroad bridges and ferries on the rivers. Then they 
planned to attack Houston along the railroad to the west of Beau-
mont, and then starve Galveston Island into submission.

The principal Confederate defense force at Sabine Pass during 
the early months of the war had been Spaight’s Texas Battalion. 
Another unit, Capt. F. H. Odlums’ Co. F, of the 1st Texas Heavy 
Artillery, was sent to Sabine Pass in Dec., 1862.  And the two 
units manned artillery aboard two old cottonclad gunboats, the 
Uncle Ben and Josiah Belle, which Confederates used to break 
the blockade on Jan. 21, 1863, by chasing two Union sail ships, 
the Morning Light and Velocity, for 30 miles at sea and capturing 
them during a battle.  After that embarrassment to the Federal 
forces, Union Gen. Benjamin Butler of New Orleans was de-
termined to capture Sabine Pass by sea, but he had to await the 
capture of Vicksburg before enough shallow draft gunboats were 
available. About Aug. 1, 1863, Gen. Butler began massing four 
gunboats and 19 troop transports at New Orleans in preparation 
for the battle.

Between March and August, 1863, Confederate engineers built 
the new Fort Griffi n on this site.  Co. B, the artillery company of 
Spaight’s Battalion, was still assigned as gunners on the cot-
tonclad Uncle Ben, whereas Capt. Odlum, Lt. Dick Dowling and 
their Davis Guards were transferred to the new Fort Griffi n to 
man the four 32-pound, 6” guns and two 24-pound, 5” guns in 
the fort. Co. F was made up almost entirely of Irish immigrant 
longshoremen, of Houston and Galveston.  Confederate engineers 
drove marker posts in the oyster reefs 1,200 yards distant from 
the fort to mark the guns’ maximum range, and during the month 
of August, Lt. Dowling used a sunken schooner as a target as he 
honed his artillerymen’s gunnery prowess to the peak of perfec-
tion.

Beginning in May, 1863, Gen. “Prince John” Magruder of Hous-
ton began a systematic reduction of Confederate forces at Sabine 
Pass, and at a time that he knew an attack at Sabine Pass was 
perhaps imminent.  Several companies of Spaight’s Battalion. 
were transferred to Opelousas, La., where Gens. Nathaniel Banks 
and W. B. Franklin led an invasion up the Bayou Teche. Then 
Magruder sent Col. Griffi n and his battalion from Galveston to 
Sabine Pass. When Comanche Indians began attacking the homes 
of Griffi n’s soldiers west of Fort Worth, the battalion threatened 
to desert or mutiny unless they were sent back to Tarrant County 
to subdue the Indians.  Magruder foolishly sent 5 companies of 
Griffi n’s Battalion back to Fort Worth, and only Lt. Chasteen’s 
Co. F was still in Beaumont awaiting a train.  And when the 
sound of cannon fi re at daylight on Sept. 8 was heard from the 

THE BATTLE OF SABINE PASS 
by David Whitaker, DCS

direction of Sabine Pass, Lt. Chasteen put his company aboard 
the steamer Roebuck and started for Sabine Pass.

By Sept. 7, Gen. Ben Butler’s armada had arrived offshore from 
Sabine, and the steering lights of the vessels could be seen that 
night by the Confederates ashore.  Lt. Frederick Crocker, who 
had successfully captured Sabine Pass a year earlier, commanded 
the gunboats Clifton, Sachem, Arizona, and Granite City, and 
altogether there were about 5,000 men aboard the 4 gunboats and 
the 19 troop transports that accompanied them.  On the morning 
of Sept. 8, Confederate Capt. Odlum has gone aboard the gunboat 
Uncle Ben, after telling Lt. Dowling that he could spike the guns 
and retreat if he so chose.  Lt. Dowling remained the only offi cer 
in the fort, so he asked Confederate Surgeon George H. Bailey 
and Confederate engineer Lt. Nicholas H. Smith each to take 
charge of a battery of two guns at the fort, although neither man 
had had any artillery experience.

At daylight on Sept. 8, the 4 Union gunboats entered the Pass and 
fi red about 20 shells at the fort without receiving any return fi re.  
Many of the rifl ed cannons on the Union gunboats had 9-inch 
bores and fi red 135-pound shells to a distance of 3 miles. Because 
no return fi re was forthcoming, Lt. Crocker became halfway as-
sured that the fort was deserted.  About mid-morning, the Uncle 
Ben steamed down past the fort.  Crocker fi red three more shells, 
all of which passed overhead of the Uncle Ben. The Uncle Ben 
then retreated into Sabine Lake, since its tiny popguns were only 
4”, 12-pound guns. 

During most of the day, Lt. Dowling kept all of his men out of 
sight in the “bomb proofs” under the fort, although each gun had 
been primed and loaded, and a good supply of powder, sewed 
up in fl annel pockets, and cannon balls lay stashed beside each 
battery.  During that time, only Dowling remained above ground 
with his spy glass, or small telescope, and about 2:30 PM, he saw 
black smoke pour out of the invaders’ smokestacks as the Union 
gunboats steamed forward toward the fort.  Dowling then ordered 
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Lt. Richard 
Dowling

(Continued on page 14)



his men above ground, and the aim of each of the six Confeder-
ate guns was pinpointed on the 1,200-yard markers in the oyster 
reefs.

For some reason, the Sachem led the advance up the Louisiana 
channel on the east side of the oyster reefs, and the Clinton was a 
little behind in the Texas channel.  The lead gunboats continued 
to fi re at the fort, but Dowling allowed no return fi re as long as 
the boats were out of range.  As soon as the Sachem passed the 
1,200-yard marker, the fi re of all six guns were concentrated on 
the Louisiana channel until a cannon ball pierced the Sachem’s 
steam drum.  Immediately the Sachem was shrouded in a cloud of 
steam as many crewmen and soldiers, some of them burned to the 
bone, jumped overboard, and the Sachem, a hopeless wreck, soon 
ran aground on the Louisiana shore.

After that, all Confederate guns were aimed at the Clifton in the 
Texas channel, which very soon suffered a similar experience and 
went aground on the Texas shore, its steam drum also billow-
ing clouds of steam under pressure.  Again many crewmen and 
soldiers were cooked to the bone.  One Rebel cannon ball went 
bouncing down the Clifton’s deck and cut off the head of the 
Clifton’s starboard gunner.  The gunner’s head was later found 
fl oating in the Pass.  As soon as the two gunboats blew up and 
went aground, the rest of the Union fl eet suddenly became very 
homesick for New Orleans.  In their haste to turn around and 
gallop home, the gunboats Arizona and Granite City ran aground 
and had to be pulled off the mud fl at. The transports Suffolk 
and Continental collided while fl eeing, but sustained very little 
damage. To lighten their loads, the feet of 200 horses and mules 
were tied together before they were thrown overboard. Alto-
gether, 200,000 rations, 50 wagons, artillery pieces, many kegs 
of gunpowder, and barrels of corn meal and fl our were thrown 
overboard during the fl eet’s mad scramble for New Orleans.

As soon as Lt. Crocker raised a white fl ag on the Clifton, Lt. 
Dowling had another terrible dilemma.  He had only 47 Confed-
erates in the fort, who luckily had not sustained a single scratch, 
but were worn out from the reloading and fi ring of 135 cannon 
balls during the 40 minute battle, always without the minimal 
precaution of scrubbing out the cannon barrels.  Two Confeder-
ate guns were hit and knocked out during the battle. Dowling 
had to run down to the Clifton and accept Lt. Crocker’s sword 
and surrender.  But he dared not expose the fact that there were 
only 47 men to accept the surrender of 350 prisoners, who might 
easily have overpowered their captors. Luckily, though, the Uncle 
Ben soon steamed back into the Pass and towed the disabled 
Sachem back to the Texas shore.  In command on the Uncle Ben 
was Lt. Niles H. Smith, thus meaning that two different men 
named Lt. N. H. Smith played a part in the victory. About 4 PM, 
the steamboat Roebuck arrived from Beaumont, carrying Lt. Joe 
Chasteen and the Confederates of Co. F, Griffi n’s Battalion, and 
the additional Confederates on hand made it possible to secure 
the capture of so many prisoners.

The next day, about 50 or more dead soldiers and sailors, which 

included 22 liberated slaves, whose names are unknown, were 
buried at Mesquite Point on Sabine Lake.  During the battle, the 
Confederate “heroines of Sabine Pass,” Kate Dorman and Sarah 
Vosburg, drove a buggy down to the fort and delivered cof-
fee, doughnuts and a gallon of whiskey to the weary and grimy 
soldiers.

The Confederates at Sabine Pass hardly had time to savor and 
appreciate their victory, but others quickly did, as the story of 
the “Alamo in reverse” battle was carried back to Houston and 
Galveston, and eventually back to the Confederate Congress in 
Richmond, Va., who quickly ordered that a special Davis Guard 
medal be cast for each of the men in the fort.  The battle had 
saved Upper Texas from Union occupation until the end of the 
war and allowed East Texas to continue shipping cotton through 
the blockade and to act as the bread basket for all the Confeder-
ates fi ghting in Louisiana. 

Within a short time, Lt. Dick Dowling was promoted to major 
in command of all Houston recruitment. But despite his great 
victory at Sabine Pass, the outcome of the Great War had to be 
decided on the fi elds of Virginia. Each of the Davis Guards could 
only watch in horror and disgust as General Lee surrendered all 
Confederate forces at Appomattox Court House. But there was 
still another disaster which soon faced the Davis Guard soldiers. 
During the great yellow fever epidemic of 1867, which killed 
3,000 people in Harris and Galveston counties, the beloved Dick 
Dowling and about half of his Sabine Pass veterans fell victim to 
the “yellowjack,” after having survived the agonies of gunpowder 
and exploding shells at the battle at Sabine Pass.
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Monument to Lt. Richard Dowling
Hermann Park - Houston, TX

Battle of Sabine Pass 
(Continued from page 13)
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The MOS&B Sesquicentennial Convention
14-16 July 2011

An introduction to Jacksonville, FL

Jacksonville is one of Florida’s best kept secrets. Known as the “River City” and located on “Florida’s First Coast,” Jacksonville has a lot 
going for it. Geographically, Jacksonville is the world’s largest city. Admittedly a lot of it is water but it still occupies an enormous area. In 
addition to the principle river, the St. Johns, there are many other rivers along with the Intercoastal Waterway and if that is not enough water 
for you, we also have the Atlantic Ocean in our front yard with miles of beautiful beaches.

The City was built on commerce rather than tourism and has become a center for health care, insurance and electronic processing and all 
matter of computer related activities. The city is a large regional medical center with many teaching hospitals. The Mayo Clinic decided to 
build its fi rst satellite facility in Jacksonville and today has a full facility including a hospital. The Port is one of the largest container and 
automobile facilities on the East Coast and is also home to the military prepositioning ships that operate from Blount Island in the St. Johns 
River. There are two Naval Air Stations along with the Naval Operating Base at Mayport and the master submarine base just north of Jack-
sonville in King’s Bay. Professional Golf is also located here with the TPC Tournament in the spring of the year. Jacksonville also boasts the 
largest number of golf courses of any city so if you are a golfer, you will love it here. The World Golf Village is just south of Jacksonville. 
And yes, Jacksonville does have a NFL team, the Jaguars.

Jacksonville was named for Andrew Jackson, the fi rst military governor of the Florida Territory, and has a rich history of its own. The initial 
European explorers were preceded by thousands of years of indigenous cultures. Some of the oldest remnants of pottery in the United States 
dating back to 2500 BC were found here in the area once known as Ossachite which was occupied 6000 years ago in the Archaic period. 
When European explorers arrived in 1562 the area was populated by the Timucua peoples. French Huguenot, Jean Ribault, charted the St. 
Johns River and established the fi rst European settlement at Fort Caroline. The French were run off by the Spanish who settled St. Augustine 
and while St. Augustine claims to be the fi rst settlement, it all started here. We are happy St. Augustine siphoned off the tourists so we can 
live a normal life. 

The fi rst permanent settlement after the French left was called Cowford and was located at a narrow point in the river where cattle once 
crossed. Today it’s hard to imagine cows could ford the river. This area was a very large cattle producing region as is testifi ed to by Florida 
having sent 155,000 head of cattle to the Confederate commissaries during the War Between the States. The St. Johns River was the source 
of many contests between the Federal forces and the Confederates with many Federal gun boats having been sunk as they went up stream 
into the interior of the state. The St. Johns River is one of only two major rivers in the world to fl ow north. When you come, you will be 
surprised to learn of Florida’s role in the war. It is diffi cult to believe that there were 182 engagements fought on Florida soil. It will surprise 
you even more to learn that with the exception of the initial battle at Fort Pickens (Pensacola) in October 1861, the small Confederate forces 
prevailed in all of the others. There is much more to learn and we hope you will leave here after the convention with a much better under-
standing of Florida’s unusual role in defending the Southland.

For more details on Florida in the war let us suggest you visit the website of the Museum of Southern History at www.museumsouthernhis-
tory.com where many interesting Florida facts are presented. 

Any questions regarding the 2011 MOS&B Convention should be sent to Convention@mosbfl .org More details will be published as we 
move along. We are trying to fi nalize plans as soon as possible so you can start to make your plans to attend. This will be the MOS&B 
Convention of the Century! Don’t miss it.

The dates of the Sesquicentennial Convention are Thursday, 14 July through Saturday, 16 July 2011. Make your plans now to attend. 

To make your hotel reservations, go to: http://www.wyndham.com/groupevents2010/jaxht_mosbfl /main.wnt
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Event Schedule for the Sesquicentennial Convention
Thursday, 14 July 2011 3 to 5 pm  Registration
   1 to 6 pm  Pre-Convention GEC Meeting
   6:30 to 10 pm Dinner on the River
   The dinner cruise will take us past the port of Jacksonville and the former Confederate forts at St. Johns’ Bluff and   
  Yellow Bluff with an explanation of the River War by a noted local historian.

Friday, 15 July 2011 7 to 8:45 am  Forrest Calvary (FCC) Breakfast
   7 to 9 am  Registration
   9 to 9:30 am Opening Session
   9:40 to 11:30 am Business Session I
   11:30 to 12 noon Department Meetings
   12:15 to 1:30 pm MOS&B Luncheon (Talk on the War in Jacksonville)
   2 to 5 pm  Historical Lectures and visit to the Museum of Southern History
   6:30 to 10 pm Commander General’s Reception at the Florida Yacht Club

Saturday, 16 July 2011 8 to 9:15 am MOS&B Prayer Breakfast
   9:30 to 11 am Final Business Session
   11:30 am to 1 pm MOS&B Luncheon and Awards
   1:15 to 4:45 pm Tour of Olustee Battlefi eld
   5 to 6 pm  Return to hotel/Free time
   6 to 11 pm Formal Banquet and Ball

Garnett-Pettigrew Chapter 
Dedicates Marker
STOKESDALE, NC- The Garnett-Pettigrew Chapter No. 67, 
Greensboro, joined with the Lt. F. C. Frazier SCV Camp in High 
Point, to dedicate a marker commemorating the life of their 
former member Jack Perdue.  The ceremony took place July 10, 
2010, at the old Perdue family cemetery in Stokesdale.  Jack died 
of a heart attack in 1999.

The marker was a project of both the Confederate Offi cers Soci-
ety of North Carolina MOS&B and the Lt. Frazier SCV Camp. 

Participating in the ceremony were Jack’s widow Anna Laura, his 
children, grandchildren, and numerous other family members and 
friends. 

Participating with the two organizations were the Rockingham 
Light Artillery that fi red several salutes to Jack during the cere-
mony.  This unit is made up of members of the Garnett-Pettigrew 
Chapter.        Byron Brady

Offi cer POW’s
During the war, as unexchanged prisoners accumulated, both 
sides crowded more men into existing prisons while building 
new ones.  The Union opened camps at Rock Island, Illinois and 
Point Lookout in Maryland, the latter using tents exclusively.   
In July 1864 they began to move prisoners into a fenced camp 
in Elmira, New York which quickly became one of the most 
overcrowded and deadly Union prisons.  The Confederates had 
the largest and most notorious prison at Andersonville, Georgia.  
By the end of 1864 the incidence of deaths at Salisbury, North 
Carolina began to rival Andersonville. In defense of the Confed-
erates, they were unable to provide enough food for their guards 
let alone the prisoners.

The prisoners of both sides’ prisons, new and old, experienced 
for a prolonged period conditions that previously had been 
mostly temporary.  

A prisoner’s treatment was strongly affected by whether or not 
he was a commissioned offi cer.  Both sides tried to house offi cers 
separately from enlisted men and usually in different prisons.  
One reason was the military tradition that offi cers had every 
interest in upholding,  they were to be treated as gentlemen.  
Moreover, segregation of imprisoned offi cers from enlisted men 
had the practical effect of disrupting enemy military organization 
and discipline, facilitating control of the prisoners.  The relative-
ly few instances in which offi cers and men were temporarily held 
close to one another resulted in their increased plotting to escape, 
which convinced authorities of the importance of separation ac-
cording to rank.

Because there were fewer offi cers than enlisted, their prisons 
were always smaller, which made for better sanitation.  More-
over, because offi cers usually came from above average econom-
ic backgrounds and were better paid, they could buy additional 

food and comforts, and during most of the war both sides permit-
ted them to do so.  

Although mortality was high among offi cers on the battlefi elds, 
it was relatively low in the prisons.  Nonetheless, highly literate 
offi cers, resentful of their captivity, often wrote complaints about 
their treatment, which added to the notoriety of the Confederates’ 
Libby Prison and the Union’s Johnson Island.  



The MOS&B Sesquicentennial Convention
Registration Form

Name: __________________________________________________ Member Number:_____________
Adddress: ___________________________________________________________________________
E-mail Address: _____________________________  Telephone: (______) _______________________
Spouse’s name:___________________________ Others:______________________________________

Member registration:.....................................................
Thursday:  Dinner on the St. Johns excursion.........

Friday:   Forrest Cavalry Breakfast (FCC)......................
MOS&B Luncheon..........................................................
Historical presentation and museum.................................
Commander General’s Reception and Dinner....................

Saturday:  Prayer Breakfast............................................
Awards Luncheon...........................................................
Gala Ball.........................................................................
Olustee Battlefi eld tour (bus)...........................................
Florida Historical presentation (conference room)........... 
Additional Sesquicentennial Convention Medals.............. 
Additional copies of Florida History...............................

Total for all events and extras:

Make your checks payable to MOS&B Florida Society and mail with reservation to:
Adjutant Raleigh Worsham

6768 Hartsworth Drive
Lakeland, FL 33813-0809

You may make reservations with the hotel at:
http://www.wyndham.com/groupevents2010/jaxht_mosbfl /main.wnt

Please address your questions to Convention@mosbfl .org or Adjutant@mosbfl .org
Note: The Registration Fee of $ 75 includes one Sesquicentennial Convention Medal and one copy of 
“Florida History.”

Required Convention Attire:
For Business Sessions, Luncheons, Reception: Jacket/Coat, Collared Shirt, Tie
For Banquet and Ball: Jacketed Formal, Tuxedo, US Military or Period attire
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Number______ @ $75 Total $_______

Number______ @ $25 Total $_______
Number______ @ $25 Total $_______
Number______ @ $25 Total $_______
Number______ @ $40

Number______ @ $25 Total $_______
Number______ @ $35 Total $_______
Number______ @ $55 Total $_______
Number______ @ $30 Total $_______
Number______ @ $15 Total $_______
Number______ @ $30 Total $_______
Number______ @ $15 Total $_______ 
   
   TOTAL  $__________
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Metal Memories:  A Brief History of the 
MOS&B Convention Medals 1938-2010
[Part 1]    by Jeffery Wayne Massey, DCS

Davis
Guard
Medal

The need to remember events and people has ancient origins.  The Greeks celebrated 
the Olympics and Alexander awarded his soldiers minted coins with his face upon the 
stamped metal.  It would be Romans however who would introduce the concept of a 
stamped piece of metal to adorn a soldiers uniform.  The practice of a military medal 
being made of metal survives even unto today. 

In the aftermath of the American Revolution, General George Washington created chevrons 
of military service to be worn on a soldiers sleeve.  He also created the ‘fi rst medal’ of the 
New Republic: the Badge of Military Merit.  In 1932, Gen. Douglas MacArthur resurrected 
the Badge of Military Service for members of the United States Army.  Today we know 
it at as the Purple Heart.  But the idea of medals and awards was not well received after 
Washington death.  Many in the military believed that any award or decoration was too 
reminiscent of the European aristocracies.  Thus medals and awards were not forms of 
recognition to the soldiers and sailors of the young republic.  However by 1847 the Ameri-
can military found itself deeply committed in the Mexican-American War.  Outstanding 
feats of heroism, bravery and self-sacrifi ce abounded during this confl ict.  Congress and 
military offi cials authorized a “certifi cate of merit.”   However the certifi cate was only 
that, and no lasting uniform adornment or medal accompanied the recognition.

With the coming of the War Between the States, the US Navy (ever jockeying with the Army) was 
approved an award to “promote effi ciency in the Navy,” a Medal of Honor.  Actually approved in 
1861, the new Medal of Honor would be an award for the sailors and petty offi cers.  In the summer 
of 1862, President Lincoln signed legislation creating a similar award for the United States Army.  
During the war, more than 2,000 Medals of Honor were awarded to United States Army soldiers.  
Recipients ranked from private to general, and some were awarded for conduct later deemed not so 
‘honorable.’  Later, in 1917, some 900 of these awards were rescinded after additional military review. 

The Confederacy awarded only one actual metal medal during the Civil War and it is a hybrid.  The Davis 
Guard Medal was awarded to the Davis Guards, a militia company originating in Houston, Texas.  The medal 
recognized their participation in the Battle of Sabine Pass on September 8, 1863.  However the Confederate 
Congress only sanctioned the award and did not actually produce the medal.  That fell upon the residents 
of Sabine City, who also minted and presented the medal.  One of the medals was forwarded to President 
Davis in Richmond, and he was carrying it when he was captured by federal cavalry after Lee’s surrender.

pickelhaub (spiked helmet) and the khaki-clad English colonial armies projected not only strength, but a distinctive air of martial author-
ity.  The United States military slowly embraced these international trappings.

The American military associations likewise kept pace with such changes.  Northern veterans had organized the Grand Army of the 
Republic in 1866.  Initially slow-growing, it rapidly expanded as a political force for Republican candidates.  Six United States Presi-
dents would be direct recipients of the GAR’s political clout.

The late Victorian Age had produced a great martial 
pride in the Great Powers of Europe.  America was 
in the midst of its industrial steel revolution, and 
the inclusive military upgrades.  With power came 
prestige, and with prestige came the vestiges of 
power.  Those vestiges  became incorporated not 
only in new European style uniforms for the Army 
and Navy, but also in an expanded role of stylish 
medals and
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However the South was slow to organize its veterans.  Several real and perceived theories converge to explain the long Southern delay 
in formally organizing the Southern Veterans.  The historical consensus emphasizes delay in organizing upon real or feared Northern 
intimidation (especially in the press corps), political grandstanding (waving the ‘bloody shirt’), and the passing of many war personali-
ties.  Additionally, the infl ux of new immigrants and a new generation less hostile to Southern perspectives provided a calming effect 
upon ideas of a formal association.

 

When in 1889 the fi rst reunion of the United Confederate Veterans was being planned, the concept of 
medals and awards had changed remarkably in the perceptions of both military authorities and the civilian 
populace.  The early reunion badges refl ected the diversity of the times.  New inventions and patents created 
a panoply of reunion souvenirs.  Pinbacks, celluloids, ladder badge and souvenir medals all vied for attend-
ing delegates’ pocketbook.  The annual reunion medals became a heated contest of medal manufacturers 
around the nation.  The Whitehead and Hoag Company of Newark, Swaab Stamp and Seal of Milwaukee 
and later the Greenduck Company of Chicago.  The former two were the convention heavyweights for the 
early UCV reunions.  Both companies were famous for the many souvenir badges for the Masonic orders, 
unions, political conventions, state fairs, religious associations, fraternal and military organizations.  Both 
companies brought a highly detailed metal badges which refl ected upon the venue and fl avor. 

Often they would negotiate with the local sponsoring Camp or Division to be the “Offi cial” reunion badge 
of the convention, to the preclusion of the other company.  Although the reunions had the ‘offi cial badge’ 
it did not stop the numerous competitors from selling pinbacks, celluloids, souvenir medals, pennants and 
innumerable souvenirs for the friends and families of the visiting veterans.’

Texas longhorns on the
1895 Houston Reunion- 

Swaab S&S

Examples of the Souvenir Convention Badges available at the 1911 Little Rock Reunion.  One of the highest attended UCV 
reunions, it set the standard for subsquent reunions.

When the Order of the Stars and Bars 
was formed in 1938, the offi cial  medal 
of the Columbia Reunion was cre-
ated by the Greenduck Company in 
Chicago.  The medal is lettered the art 
deco styling of the Great Depression 
Era.  The Columbia Capital is promi-
nent with the visage of General Robert 
E. Lee engraved at the bottom of the 
square-shape drop.  The organizational 
history of the Order is specifi c as to 
the actions of the delegates and the 
assembled guests.  
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The 1939 convention in Trinidad, Colorado was the fi rst time that the 
new Order of Stars and Bars would manufacture their individual reunion 
badge.  While the members of the Order were also UCV members, it 
became a challenge as what the new badge would look like.  Again 
tradition interceded.  The Confederate Southern Memorial Association 
had already been receiving reunion medals.  The CSMA medals were 
duplicates of the UCV medals, except a silver slurry was used in the 
medal press.

The 1939 UCV and OSB medals incorporated a 3-piece design with the 
two medal badges linked and backed by a silk ribbon.  The top bar used 

the same rectangular ovoid with ‘Fishers Peak’ printed atop a mountain motif with oak 
leaves cloistered at the top corners.  The date August 22-25, 1939 and Trinidad, Colo-
rado notations being imprinted upon a curled scrollwork at the bottom of the top-piece.  
The OSB top-piece is exactly the same as the UCV medal, except it is in a silver fi nish.  
The UCV used a bronze fi nished patina for the Trinidad medal.  The UCV bottom piece 
(aka, the ‘drop’) is a salute to Lee and Jackson sequestered in a shield drop design with 
the Memorial Square of Trinidad ensconced in the center.  A color-fi lled Confederate 
battlefl ag provides the only color on the drop. 

Since the bylaws of the UCV prohibited non-UCV members from wearing the offi cial 
Confederate reunion badges, the OSB produced a unique medal design for their fi rst 
year venture into medal-making.  Incorporating the 4-primary fl ags of the Confeder-
ate Government, the drop displays the 4 fl ags atop the 4 points of a concealed square.  
The year 1939 and the notation of the “2nd Annual Convention” are imprinted.  It is 
noteworthy that the OSB (and later MOSB) have always designated the annual meet-
ings as “conventions” instead of “reunions.” 

Consequently, while the Order went with a completely unique design on the drop 
piece, the costs were never recovered.  The separate design taxed the depression-
resources of the fl edgling organization.  With the diminishing number of reunion 
attendees and the inherent ‘per unit cost’ of producing the medals, metal costs were 
becoming increasingly problematic

In 1940 the UCV saw a return to the modern Union Capital in mid-October.  Not 
since 1917 had the Confederate Veterans held their reunion in the District of Co-
lumbia.  As usual the veterans were feted to great celebration and festivities.  The 
Southern Congressional delegations came and posed with great aplomb with the 
silvered veterans of the Late Unpleasantness.  

As for the reunion medals, skyrocketing costs and low attendance proved to an in-
creasingly higher bar of economy.  A large number of offi cer medals were no lon-
ger made.  Forgotten is the Chief of Engineers, Paymaster General, Staff Surgeon, 
and Chief of Ordnance.  Gone were the support units requiring special medals: the 
Confederate Navy, the Confederate Marines, Hampton’s Legion and the Forrest 
Cavalry Corps.  For one of  the last times, the UCV ordered a

selected few 3 piece medals.  The Top Piece was cast in bronze and 
depicts the Capital Building.  The building is fl anked by the 48-star 
United States fl ag and the 3-star District of Columbia banner.  The UCV 
and SCV adopted similar drops, using the same engravings of Lee and 
Jackson that had adorned the 1939 Trinidad reunion medal.  The center-
piece of the drop was Lee Mansion at Arlington.  Likewise the Order of 
the Stars and Bars opted for same design as at Trinidad, but with dates 
and location for the Washington convention.
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The attending veterans did not seem to mind which medal or combination they wore.  All 
knew that the Thin Grey Line was about to Pass Into History.  The General Executive Coun-
cils of both the UCV, SCV and OSB met to foster plans for the future.  Due to increasingly 
uncertain attendance by the original veterans, future conventions were uncertain.  Several 
voices opted for the dignifi ed passing of the UCV by simplying not meeting again.  The 
prevalent view was that so long as the OSB and SCV met, the UCV would offi cially meet 
also.  This was further fueled by the notation that that the Grand Army of the Republic still 
met in convention, and the Southerners were not going to quit the fi eld fi rst.  The UCV 
convention elected Dr. Julius Franklin Howell as Commander in Chief.  Most presumed 
that Howell might be the last UCV commander.  But such was not the case.

1941 proved to be a particularly diffi cult year as an even greater number of CSA veterans 
passed into Eternity.  The new  year dawned with UCV Commander Julius Howell in a spat 
with the UCV Executive Council over when/where/if the national UCV would be convened.  
The late date of the 1940 convention had created scheduling diffi culties.  Consequently,

 the UCV national reunion did not meet during 1941.  It is noteworthy that neither the OSB nor the SCV held convention that year.  While 
eyes of the nation were upon the war clouds of Europe, it would be the sneak attack upon Pearl Harbor that suppress thoughts of veterans 
reunions and fraternal frolics.  With America at war, discussions of the once divided nation became passe.

In late 1941-early 1942, the Roosevelt Administration created the War Production Board which con-
verted peacetime industries and encouraged recycling, Victory Gardens and less travel.  Accordingly, 
there was no meeting of the OSB during World War II.  The Board of Directors (Executive Council) 
did meet once during 1942 at Lookout Mountain, near Chattanooga, TN.  A medal was struck for the 
attendees, but it was designated for the UCV and attendants.  Due to the increasing costs of reunions 
and the declining attendance of veterans and families, medals were discontinued.  Reunion ribbons 
were created for the 1946-1950 reunions, but festivities were muted.  The Grand Army of the Republic 
fi nally conceded to a Final Encampment at Indianapolis from August 29 to September 1, 1949.  The 
United States Postal Service issued a postage stamp commemorating the last GAR meeting.  

The fi nal UCV reunion in Norfolk, VA in 1951 only produced a simple pinback to honor 
the last reunion.  Neither the SCV or OSB created any medals or souvenirs beyond the 
simple Confederate battlefl ag atop a stainless white background.  The postal service issued 
a Commerative stamp to honor the veterans.   The simple design of the empty hourglass, 
the ghostly youthful image and the greying hair spoke volumes for the last reunion of the 
Boys in Grey 
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The Gift of Service
Since our departure from Elm Springs and operating as a standalone heritage society, we have experimented with various 
methods of handling, and more importantly paying for, the day to day operations of our Order. After originally setting up an 
offi ce in Daphne, Alabama, the General Executive Council recently decided that the entire administration would be undertak-
en on a voluntary basis. As we have progressed down this road, we have survived and preserved precious funds, to allow us to 
undertake our various commitments and maintain our awards system successfully.

We have no National Headquarters premises but many members have stepped forward and the Order now runs from the 
homes of volunteers. 

What a magnifi cent concept is embodied in that simple word “volunteer”! From the early days of our Country’s history, dur-
ing our fi rst War of Independence the volunteers were the inspiration upon which America was formed. Not only did the set-
tlers join the Continental Army but we were also joined by French, Austrian, German, Polish-Lithuanian and other European 
professional soldiers who offered their skills and battle experience. We remember the names of the Marquis de Lafayette, 
Admiral de Grasse, Count Rochambeau, General von Steuben and Thaddeus Kosciusko amongst the more prominent.

In this air of volunteerism was the infectious concept of independence, not only of a Nation but of individuals and thereby 
States. By the time the War Between the States erupted, states rights had become fi rmly entrenched in popular thinking, more 
soundly than ever in the Southern States. It can be confi dently expressed that States Rights, not slavery, was the main issue of 
this second War of Independence. Slavery itself is an entirely separate issue and bearing in mind the profi table participation of 
Northern States in the trade, the subject had best be eliminated from this particular thesis. It is proposed to demonstrate that 
volunteerism is a staple of the Southern outlook and has survived to this day with no apparent signs of abatement.

To the Confederate Army came, freely of their own will, and at their own expense, thousands of participants from the old, 
established armies and navies of Europe. They were quite conceivably obeying an inner call to support a cause of freedom 
and individuality, with no thought of gaining the spoils of war. In today’s troubled world, most soldiers who fi ght for another 
country are mercenaries who will generally fi ght for whoever pays the best money. There is rarely any thought of loyalty to a 
cause; more probably the only loyalty due would be that to each other as friends. 

The “foreign” soldiers who joined the Confederacy were by no stretch of the imagination able to be categorized as mercenar-
ies. To so many, their reward was a grave and their memory thorough the years. Many returned home in comparative poverty 
rather than face the ignominy visited upon the South following surrender and the abomination of Reconstruction. We, the 
Confederacy, are an enigma that cherishes a “Lost Cause” and simultaneously nurses hopes for re-emergence as a dominant 
culture. Our hope is the force that drives us forward, and our spur is the debt of honor to our ancestors and the memory of 
those who traveled so far, for so little pecuniary reward and at so much risk purely to aid us in our struggle.

Let us look at our allies from across the seas, let us examine their legacy in terms of our operations today. Some say that if 
they were not mercenaries, perhaps they merely loved fi ghting. If so, why choose the Confederacy, it is not that there was 
any scarcity of local wars in which to fi ght should that have been their primary motive? Is it not preferable to credit these 
soldiers with a more noble sense of destiny and no small hope for a new and spirited life in a pleasant country free from the 
thousands of years of petty squabbles, religious and political oppression? In other words a country where opportunity to better 
oneself freely existed. It is hard for the people today to truly conceive the difference between the Old and New Worlds. And 
so, perhaps this is the factor that induced them to leave home and risk their lives in what was both the last chivalric and fi rst 
modern War. Their skills, gained in old armies with rigid discipline, and centuries of tradition, uniformity of weaponry and 
most probably the experience with artillery and cavalry were their gifts to a free-thinking multi-faceted army such as that of 
the Confederacy.

And yet our Army possessed cultured products of military academies that rivaled the European facilities. It seems likely that 
the newcomers found kindred spirits in our graduates, and much lively discussion must have occurred. But here was a chance 
to try new tactics, often far bolder than standard European practices. We only have to look at the horrors of World War One to 
note that foreign observers of our WBTS, (some visitors merely observed) had not learned deeply enough.

(Continued on page 25)
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The Sesquicentennial of the War Between the States
MOS & B 150th Anniversary Committee
I do not know how the demographics of our Society membership breaks out.  At the time of the Centennial of the War Between 
the States,   I was entering my junior year at Princeton University, so I had little opportunity to participate in commemorative 
events.  Besides, I was “behind enemy lines” for much of the time.  For the balance of the anniversary,  I was primarily on 
active duty with the Army,  again a rather strong distraction, but I do recall being able to work in a visit to the Museum of the 
Confederacy (still in the White House) and visit the Petersburg battlefi eld.   Tucked away somewhere are one or two memora-
bilia of the time. 

Those of us now living the Sesquicentennial have a unique “yes truly” opportunity.  There will be only one such anniversary in 
anyone’s lifetime.  Recognizing this, Commander  General Max Waldrop envisioned forming a committee that could focus the 
MOS&B efforts during the next four-plus years.  That committee is “up and running”.  

The purpose of the committee was formulated in a statement presented to the GEC in the spring of 2010, and reads as follows:  
“Promote the mission of the MOS&B through the timeline and events of the sesquicentennial in educating the public to the 
true history and important heritage of our Confederate ancestors in the War Between the States”.   Members of the committee 
are drawn from almost every one of our state societies.  Acting within their respective societies, and collectively as a team, the 
committee will undertake a number of tasks.  These include, but are not limited to,

 Motivating and facilitating projects within their respective societies to promote the recognition of events and personages 
identifi ed with their state.  Each society is encouraged to plan 2-3 signifi cant events during the time frame of the War’s 
anniversary.  Members are urged to consider things that have lasting value that will extend beyond the “celebration years” 
themselves. 

 Establish a web site page highlighting these efforts.  Linkage is then provided to the National Society’s web site. 

 Contribute pertinent articles that correspond to the like date of 150 years ago; we are endeavoring to ensure that all societ-
ies can play a role in this. 

 “Cross-pollinate”  ideas between societies by their involvement on the committee

Working with the GEC,  develop a national project that will both serve as a lasting reminder of the anniversary, but also 
function as a fundraiser to further the mission of the MOS&B. 

It is also worth noting that the committee enjoys the  participation of several Honorary Chairmen:  Mr. Paul Bryant, Jr. (AOT),  
Mr. Charles Smith (ATM), and Mr. Ed Bearss (ANV).  These gentlemen not only bring prestige to our effort,  but also wisdom 
and insight.  We appreciate their participation. 

As the events of 150 years ago unwind,  we anticipate posting occasional “Factoids”  about the War;  we are starting to do these 
with the committee initially, and intend to create a repository for them on the web so that you can access both for interest and 
education of others!

I would encourage all members to look at the national web site, and click on the topic “Sesquicentennial”.  This will show you 
a listing of each State Society,  with the name of that society’s committee representative, and  a direct link to him.  These men 
will appreciate your input on ideas, and further,  will certainly appreciate any assistance that you would like to volunteer to 
them.  The more synergism that we can generate, the better. 

The coming commemoration of the War will be giving us unprecedented opportunities to present the “real story”  of our Con-
federate ancestors.  It is my hope that all of you will take advantage of this, and actively participate.  And certainly,  if you have 
a  suggestion that would enhance our overall efforts,  don’t hesitate to contact me!  I would appreciate hearing from you.   Deo 
Vindice!
          J. A. Barton Campbell
          National Chairman
          colbart@earthlink.net 
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accuracy ever caused a problem when it perhaps went against a 
common perception?

Strain: Historical accuracy is paramount in my work.  This in-
cludes many hours of personal research, meeting with historians, 
visiting museums, battlefi elds and historical locations.  I have 
also found however that some historical facts may differ between 
historians.  And there seems to be new information discovered 
about the war all the time.  So it can be a challenge.

Rhone: How do you fi nd the inspiration for your art?

Strain: I enjoy reading biographies of the soldiers who fought in 
the war, and often fi nd ideas that would make good subjects for 
a painting.  Historian friends as well pass along ideas as they do 
their work.  I have even received good ideas for paintings from 
collectors that I meet at art shows.

Rhone: Tell us about your reenacting. Does it play a part in your 
art?

Strain:  I have been reenacting for many years. Currently, I am 
Captain of the 7th Texas Cavalry.  My unit has about 20 mounted 
cavalry men, and we participate in Civil War reenactments 
throughout the south west. Working with men, horses and equip-
ment gives me insight into what life was like back in the 1860s.  I 
know from experience how horse equipment should look when in 
use, or how a seasoned horseman carries himself in the saddle.  I 
feel it really helps my art.

Rhone: How is the process different when creating a commis-
sioned piece, like the one you recently did for the University of 
Alabama, as opposed to creating an art piece strictly on your 
own?

Strain: When I begin a painting there are certain elements and 
goals I wish to accomplish in the painting.  When doing a com-
missioned work of art one has to add the elements and goals of 
those commissioning the work.  The more people involved in the 
process the more diffi cult it can sometimes be.

Rhone: Have you ever felt that the current vogue of “political 
correctness” has adversely affected your career?

Strain: I think this is something that many people who are 
involved in documenting America’s history deal with.  But I 
believe history should not be changed, even though society may 
be changing.

Rhone: Where do you see yourself going in the future regarding 
the subjects of your art? Is the Western art or World War II art as 
appealing to you as your Civil War art?

Strain: I have been painting Civil War art for over 19 years now, 
and I am still excited about new Civil war themes and subjects 
I want to paint.  I am sure however, there will be the occasional 
commissions of other historical subjects.
 
Rhone: Is there any particular painting that you have done that 
you consider your personal favorite?  Why or why not?

Strain: Some of my personal favorites are those featuring Gen-
eral Nathan Bedford Forrest.  As a cavalryman myself some of 
those pieces have a special meaning for me.

Rhone: Any special projects planed for the Sesquicentennial? 
Can you tell us what we can look forward to seeing come from 
John Paul Strain in the future?

Strain: Yes I have some big plans for the Sesquicentennial, but 
competitively speaking, they have to be top secret!

Rhone:  We all look forward to the Strain Sesquicentennial 
surprises and know that they will create the excitement that your 
work does! We thank you again for all you’ve done for Southern 
heritage. We appreciate you speaking with us at our last National 
Convention and also thank you for taking time to answer our 
questions. 

Strain (Continued from page 5)

Recipient of 
Gen. Gorgas Chapter 
R. E. Lee Saber and 
MOS&B members 
Paul Bryant, Jr., 

Col. Dan Clark and 
Dr. Richard Rhone ad-

mire new Strain UA Corp 
of Cadets painting.
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Yet despite the differences, these people volunteered, from privates to generals, just as we are doing this very day.

While soldiers came to the Confederacy from France, Ireland, Germany, Belgium, Sweden, Spain, Mexico, Poland, Switzerland and 
even Australia (Some Australians joined the crew of CSS Shenandoah whist she was under repair in Melbourne), it will provide a rep-
resentative cross-section of all “foreign” (but remembered as honored Confederates) soldiers if we consider thumbnail “biographies” 
of a few well known participants:

Heros von Borcke (b.1835, d.1895) A soldier, previously serving in the exceedingly effective and disciplined Prussian Army. Firstly 
commissioned Captain and attached to J E B Stuart’s Cavalry. Later promoted to Major, then Chief of Staff to Stuart, von Borcke 
was wounded badly at Middleburg, promoted again to Lieutenant Colonel, and then sent to England on government business. After 
fi ghting in the Franco Prussian War, he visited the South in 1885 to renew acquaintances then returned to Poland.  He died in Berlin 
of an infection of his old wound and was buried in Giesenbrgge. His grave marker, ruined by Soviet troops in WW2 was restored and 
rededicated in September 2008 by Berlin members of the von Borcke and Stuart families, representatives of the SCV and the UDC, as 
well as two members of the CHAB, Heinrich Wirz (representing the MOS&B) and our good friend Hubert Leroy of Belgium.

Patrick Cleburne (b.1828, d. 1864) Born in Ireland, Cleburne served with the British Army before traveling to Arkansas where he 
became a naturalized citizen. He commenced his service for the Confederacy as a private in a local militia but was soon promoted to 
captain then rapidly through the ranks to Major General. He fought predominantly in Tennessee, sadly being killed in the Battle of 
Franklin in late November, 1864.  He had been a controversial advocate of arming and training black troops on the classical premise 
that “slaves will fi ght,.”  they would gain freedom by doing so. A lthough his ideas were not accepted offi cially at the time, black 
soldiers did indeed fi ght bravely for the Confederacy in considerable numbers. His tactical geographical brilliance in battle earned him 
the nickname “The Stonewall of the West.” He stands as an ideal of volunteerism, encouraged by the promise of a new world com-
pared with the oppression of old Ireland.

Heinrich Wirz (b. 1823, d. 1865) Born in Zurich, Switzerland, Wirz emigrated to Louisiana in 1855, where he practiced as a respected 
doctor. After losing the use of his right arm following being wounded at the battle of Seven Pines, Wirz served as a prison guard in 
various capacities until, under General Winder, he was appointed Commandant of Camp Sumter (Christened Andersonville by Union 
prisoners). Conditions at this camp were bad, but Wirz was hampered by lack of resources, indeed, prisoners received the same rations 
and medical treatment as the guards and local Confederate troops. It is a matter of historical note that a greater number of Confeder-
ate prisoners died in prisoner of war camps in the North. Following the War, Henry Wirz was chosen as a scapegoat by the victors and 
martyred. For it must be remembered that the Federal refusal to exchange prisoners effectively sentenced all soldiers to camps.

These descriptions of vastly different men provide the spirit in which thousands volunteered. They served as examples to all who came 
later over the years since the WBTS. Examples which should inspire all of us to “do our bit” with no thought of reward save the ap-
proval of our fellows.

Since the war, our ladies have been proud volunteers in the UDC, Confederate Memorial Associations and other heritage organizations 
that have helped preserve our unique culture and the memories of our ancestors through the devotion to the establishment and mainte-
nance of Confederate cemeteries. Today they are the bond that holds us all together and as is our way, they are all volunteers.

We too are in a situation where volunteers are essential for our continuing growth and establishment of our good names through heri-
tage activities. In an increasingly complex world, we need experts in so many fi elds and urge all to fi nd their own area of expertise and 
offer assistance to the Order. 

Come, who will answer the call to the Flag? All we have to offer is our thanks and the promise that all contributions will be honored 
by memories through the years to come. We owe it to our ancestors to prevail; if we fi ght hard, we will win our place in the sun. One 
day will see us move into our own Headquarters.  As years go by our numbers will increase through your recruiting efforts. The cata-
lyst, gentlemen, is you!

       Deo Vindice
       Roger P. Thornton. 
       Membership & Development Committee, International Dispatches

The Gift of Service (Continued from page 22)
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this truth.  Have we life, health, peace, food, raiment, homes, friends, civilization, grace, religion” any blessing of any kind for our 
bodies or our souls, for this world or the next?  Then it is God’s free and gracious gift.  It is the expression of his fatherly love for 
us, his children.  If our industry has been blessed, it is God’s blessing; if our friends have done us good, they are God’s providential 
ministers to us.  The Old Testament writers recognize the divine hand in every blessing; the Psalms of David, and of every other good 
man of every nation, are full of it.  Our Lord Jesus teaches it in discourse and parable above all, in his mighty works and mightier life.  
He calls upon the lilies of the valley, and the sparrows of the house-tops and the fi elds, to make plain and sure to us the doctrine of the 
infi nitely gracious, all-wise, and all-embracing providence of God.

Let us look forward.  Let us cease from politics as a trust and a trade.  Our duty of citizenship we must perform, but we should look no 
longer to political struggles as the means of deliverance from all our diffi culties.  If we succeed we would be disappointed.  Political 
success may enrich a few place-hunters, who ride into offi ce upon the tide of popular enthusiasm; but it will bring little reward to the 
masses of the people.  There is no help for it; if we prosper, we must work for it.  Our deliverance will come through millions of hard 
licks, and millions of acts of self-denial, through industry, economy, civil order, and the blessing of God upon obedience.

We should not forget what General Lee said to our General Gordon when it was all over: “We must go home and cultivate our vir-
tues.”  Lee did that.  He forthwith set himself to doing good.  It is a good example.  We are to do the work of today, looking forward 
and not backward.

Let us press forward, following the pillar of cloud and of fi re always.  With health and peace, with friends and homes, with civil liberty 
and social order, with national prosperity and domestic comfort, with bountiful harvests with all these blessings, and good hope of 
heaven through Jesus Christ our Lord, let us all lift up our voices in the glad psalm of praise and thanksgiving:  “Oh praise the Lord, 
all ye nations: praise him, all ye people.  For his merciful kindness is great toward us: and the truth of the Lord endureth forever.  
Praise ye the Lord.”
         And Happy Thanksgiving!  
         John W. Brinsfi eld, Chaplain General, MOS&B 

Chaplain General (Continued from page 4 )

White House of the Confederacy

The Confederate White House dining room Visitors viewing General Lee’s uniform
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Time and Place Committee Report
The Time and Place Committee is sending out a call for 
chapters or societies that are interested in future MOSB 
conventions. We are booked for 2011 and 2012 but need a 
bid for the 2013 convention. There has been some inter-
est past 2013 but no selection will be made until the 2013 
convention slot is fi lled. If interested in submitting a bid 
for 2013, forward a proposal of date, convention site and 
hotel cost plus area activities to Time and Place Committee, 
PO Box 536, Harrison, AR 72602. All submissions will be 
reviewed by the Time and Place Committee at the MOSB 
GEC at Franklin, TN on December 3 and 4. A recom-
mendation will be made to the MOS&B convention at the 
MOS&B Annual Convention in Jacksonville, Florida in 
July 2011. 

Annual MOS&B Convention
Jacksonville, Florida in 2011

Time to think of Florida! The MOS&B Convention will be 
in Jacksonville so start thinking about joining your friends 
and compatriots in July 2011 in the River City. We are de-
termined to make the 2011 Convention the one that will set 
a standard for the MOS&B for years to come. You can help 
us by telling us what you would enjoy most. We have it all 
but trying to schedule within the time limit available is dif-
fi cult so tell us what you want, battlefi elds, historic lectures, 
good restaurants, time to visit with old friends, golf courses, 
museums, river cruise, formal evening, historic sites, beach-
es and much more. Now is the time for you to tell us before 
we start to fi nalize the program. Just send your comments to 
headquarters@mosbihq.org or call us at (877) 790-6672.

San Antonio, Texas
June 8, 2012

Chairman David Whitaker continues to shake the money 
tree to get the seed money that is necessary to put on a fi rst 
class Convention in San Antonio, June 8th, 2012. The 75th 
Annual Convention of the MOS&B will not have any bus 
tours because the Historic Menger Hotel is “Across the 
Alley From the Alamo” and within walking distance of 
many great sources of entertainment.  So, no bus rides - but 
the trolley stops in front of the Hotel and is a fun ride to 
everywhere in downtown San Antonio. Bring your walking 
shoes.  Incidentally, the hotel food is as good as you will 
ever get.  Also, plan on eating some of the best Tex-Mex in 
the world.  We plan to include lots of free time so get ready 
for a boat ride on the famous San Antonio River or just 
setting in the shade drinking margaritas and listening to the 
mariachis.

We look forward to receiving your submissions for future 
MOSB convention sites. Should you have any questions, 
please call me at 870-365-9273 or email: mosbcg@cox.net
   Deo Vindice,
   J. Troy Massey, Chairman,
   Time and Place Committee 

Let’s build the Order!
Recruit a new member today.
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The MOS&B lost a great friend and supporter when Curtis Hopper passed 
away on September 17th, 2010. Curtis had dedicated himself to the MOS&B 
since he joined in 1996 and had served on many of the National Offi ces as 
well as Command positions in his Chapter and Missouri Society. Curtis was 
honored at the convention in Oklahoma City on May 1, 2010 when he was 
bestowed with the title of Honorary Commander General. Curtis was quite 
surprised and humbled by that.

Curtis was a life member of the National MOS&B, as well as the Missouri 
Society and his Chapter.

Curtis entered Capital Region Hospital on September 13th to undergo Bypass 
Surgery and Valve Replacement. He seemed to being doing well the week be-
fore entering the hospital and was excited about receiving his Missouri Society 
Newsletter, which contained an article about him and his service to the Order. 
But then something went wrong, and the doctors were unable to stabilize his 
heart rhythm, and we lost Curtis on September 17th.

Austin Curtis Hopper
August 4, 1936 - September 17, 2010

MOS&B and Missouri Society Mourn 
Loss of a Leader

Curtis leaves behind his wife Dianne and three daughters, Vicky, JC, and Debbie, as well as his MOS&B and SCV family.

Curtis was a big part on his Chapter, The MG  John Sappington Marmaduke Chapter #150. He was a Past Commander and 
Adjutant, and currently served as Chief of Staff for the Chapter. He was also the Past Commander and Adjutant of the Missouri 
Society.

On the national level, Curtis served in the following positions: TM Commander from 2000-2002, Chief of Staff under Com-
mander General Jeff Massey, 2002-2004, Adjutant General under Commander General Daniel Jones, Jr., 2005-2006

He was presented a plaque and given the title of Honorary Commander General on May 1, 2010 at the Convention in Okla-
homa City, OK.

Curtis embodied the spirit of voluntarism. His years of service and commitment have made us a better organization and we’ll 
miss his guidance and friendship. He was a true Southern Gentleman in every sense.

Curtis was also very active in the SCV and helped to found his Camp, Col. John R. Woodside Camp #203, of which he was the 
current Adjutant, and Past Commander and Lt. Commander of the Camp..

Many thanks go to Curtis’s good friends and Compatriots Darrell Maples and Rod Kluttz, for their good work in keeping an 
eye out on Curtis in the hospital, keeping us informed and for notifying us on the funeral details.

In closing, Curtis will be sorely missed, we’re all better off for having known him, and it was great that we were able to be 
there for him in the end and conduct his funeral service. Curtis was a giant in the Missouri Society, he was our lronman and 
glue that kept the Society together in tough times.

         Larry Yeatman
         Missouri Society Adjutant.
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Shortly after the war for Southern Independence was over, the patriotic women of the South banded together to care for their 
honored dead by moving them from the battlefi elds to cemeteries, seeing that their graves were properly marked and building 
monuments to their memory on town squares and courthouse lawns throughout the South.  We now face a different culture 
that would like to destroy this last vestige of tribute to our courageous ancestors.

Unfortunately, this attitude has even become pervasive in the South. Paying homage to our Confederate dead by erecting 
cemetery markers and monuments is not “politically correct” either.   More and more  the cemetery markers and monuments 
to our Confederate Soldiers are defaced and destroyed by acts of vandalism.

That is why the Confederate Legacy Endowment Fund needs your help and support.  Through the Confederate Legacy 
Endowment Fund, the Military Order of the Stars and Bars is undertaking to restore and rebuild Southern memorials and 
monuments and providing scholarships to our young men and women.  We are emphasizing to our Southern Youth that the 
Confederacy is not accurately portrayed by the media or by many educational institutions.

The MOS&B has formed the Confederate Legacy Endowment Fund to fi ght the battle against “political correctness” and 
apathy.   Our long-term goal is to raise One Million ($1,000,000.00) to promote our Confederate Heritage.

We need your help.

Specifi cally, the Confederate Legacy Endowment will:
 1) Obtain land acquisitions and right-of-ways in/around Confederate memorials/monuments.
 2) Establish a perpetual Confederate monument and memorial maintenance fund.
 3) Fund Academic Scholarships.
 4) Construct statuary for our Confederate heroes.
 5) Publish Pro-Confederate books and treatises.

Compatriot, we are asking that you pledge $1,000 to the Confederate Legacy Endowment. Your pledge can be ascribed over 
a period of four years ($250/year).  The Order is a registered 501 (c) (3) tax exempt organization and your fi nancial gift is 
tax deductible.

Confederate Legacy Endowment Fund Pledge

Name _________________________________________ Tele.#________________

Address ____________________________________________  Zip____________

______YES, I want to help. Enclosed is my gift of: $250 ___ $500 ___ $1,000 ___ 

other $______

Make Gifts Payable to:
MOSB CONFEDERATE LEGACY FUND

Print, fi ll out and mail to:
Adjutant General MOSB

C/o Military Order of Stars and Bars International Headquarters
PO Box 1700

White House, Tennessee 37188-1700
(877) 790-6672

Completed Members will receive the prestigious Confederate Legacy Legion of Merit 
drop to wear as well as a beautiful certifi cate for display.

Military Order of the Stars and Bars
Confederate Legacy Endowment Fund



General Offi cers of the Confederacy
The records exhibit that 425 individuals received apppoint ment 
by the President to one of the four grades of general, of whom 299 
were in grade at the end of the war. 

The attrition is accounted for as follows:

       Killed in action or died of wounds
 Resigned                                                                              
 Died by accident or from natural causes
           Appointments cancelled 
 Declined appointment 
 Killed in “personal encounters”     
 Assassinated 
 Committed suicide 
 Dropped 
 Retired by reason of wounds 
 Reverted to rank of colonel 

           Total        126
The recognized necessity (perhaps partaking to some extent of the 
Napoleonic tradition) of making the faint-hearted stand up to their 
work by personal example is refl ected in the seventy-seven general 
offi cers who were killed outright or mortally wounded. This num-
ber is approximately one-fi fth of the generals “for duty,” and an 
enormously larger fraction of the fi eld commanders. Unfortunately, 
more than a few excellent offi cers were lost to the Confederacy 
by a compulsive rashness, which was attributable to this need for 
personal valor. Instances were so numerous as to make specifi c 
mention invidious. 
   Ezra J. Warner, “Generals in Gray” 
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General Executive Council Offi cers 
(2010-2012)

Commander General  Max L. Waldrop, Jr.
Lt. Commander General   Richard W. Rhone

Adjutant General  Todd M. Smith
Chief of Staff  David G. Whitaker

Judge Advocate General  Jeffery W. Massey
Treasurer General  James C. Templin 

Department Offi cers (2010-2012)
ANV Commander Larry T. Brown 

ANV Executive Councilor Henry H. Knauf 
 ANV Executive Councilor Steven L. Wolfe

AOT Commander  O. David Denard 
AOT Executive Councilor David L. Floyd 

AOT Executive Councilor Walter E. Dockery
 A TM Commander  Donald E. Lee

A TM Executive Councilor W. Howard Jones
A TM Executive Councilor  K. Patrick Sorhwide

Past Commander Generals
Dr. C. Anthony Hodges 2008-2010 

Phillip H. Law 2006-2008
David W. Jones  2004-2006

Jeffery W. Massey 2002-2004 
Albert D. Jones, Jr.  2000-2002 

Joe B. Gay 1998-2000 
James Troy Massey 1996-1998

Perry J. Outlaw  1994-1996
Charles H. Smith  1992-1994

Robert L. Hawkins, III  1990-1992
Edward O. Cailleteau 1988-1990

John L. Echols, Sr.  1986-1988
Mark L. “Beau” Cantrell   1984-1986

Ronald T. Clemons 1982-1984

Submittal Entries to Monthly Offi cer’s Call

MOS&B Offi cer’s Call Newsletter welcomes submittals via 
e-mail to Editor@mosbfl .org on or before the 1st day of the 
preceeding month. Pictures are welcome. Please submit articles 
in Microsoft Word format or as plain text in your e-mail.  It 
will be most appreciated that a copy of  the MOS&B chapter 
newsletters; as well as, the MOS&B State Society newsletters 
also be sent to the e-mail above. 

Address all general business or advertising correspondence to 
MOS&B IHQ, PO Box 1700, White House, TN 37188-1700.
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CONFEDERATE 
LEGACY ENDOWMENT FUND

The Grants & Endowments Committee has set a realistic 
objective for this fund. The present value of the fund is ap-
proximately $24,000.00. We would like to see this fund grow 
by a minimum of $10,000.00 on or before the date of our 2011 
Convention. Remember, contributions to this fund are 100% 
tax deductible. And, the principal will always remain intact. 
Only the interest on the fund will be used for scholarships as 
well as other projects that will preserve our heritage. 

Those individuals who donate $1,000.00 or more will receive 
the prestigious Confederate Legacy Legion of Merit ribbon 
and drop. Donations to the fund may be made as a one-time 
basis or at the rate of $250.00 per year over a 4 year period. 
This is a gift that never stops giving. For further information 
please contact the Grants & Endowment Committee Chairman 
or the Adjutant General. We are most grateful for your support. 
  Howard Jones, Chairman
  Grants & Endowments Committee
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death with profound respect for his integrity, with admiration for 
his brilliant intellect, and with love for his goodness.  The State 
has lost an able, upright, and conscientious public servant.”
 
In 1880, the widowed Ellen Gift was living on Oak Street in 
Napa, California, and she was the proprietress of the Napa Val-
ley Reporter.  In 1900, Ellen Gift was living with her daughter 
Harriett Castlen in Napa, California.  In 1910, Ellen Gift was 
living with her daughter Jeannie G. Stratton at 123 Monte Av-
enue, Piedmont, California.  In March 1912, Ellen died, and the 
funeral was held at her daughter’s home at 123 Monte Avenue.  
Ellen had been a member of the Society of Colonial Dames.

Commander Lou Olker obtained a Veterans Administration 
grave marker for Lt. Gift’s grave.  The General George B. Cosby 
Camp #1627 (Sacramento, California), Sons of Confederate 
Veterans held a big grave marking ceremony on 29 April 2000, 
with many UDC ladies in colorful dresses, a few rifl emen fi ring 
a volley, Charles Christian representing the SUVCW, and several 
uniformed “offi cers.”  

Sources: 
Confederate Navy Research Center, Mobile, Alabama, www.
csnavy.org 
Manuscripts Department, Library of the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill, SOUTHERN HISTORICAL COLLEC-
TION #1152, GEORGE WASHINGTON GIFT PAPERS, Inven-
tory
Kane, Sharyn & Richard Keeton.  Fort Benning: The Land and 
the People.  Chapter 16.
Brown, Captain Isaac N.  The Confederate Gun-Boat “Arkan-
sas.”
Evans, Clement Anselm.  Confederate military history: a library 
of Confederate States history, Volume 8.
Offi cial Records of the Union and Confederate Navies in the War 
of the Rebellion
Confederate Gun-Boat “Arkansas”.
Evans, Clement Anselm.  Confederate military history: a library of 
Confederate States history, Volume 8.
Offi cial Records of the Union and Confederate Navies in the War of the 
Rebellion.Front row (l-r) :Larry Smith, Rod Kluttz, Larry Yeatman

Middle row (l-r) Joe Cargill, Jay Cross, Lainie Cross, Darrell 
Maples, Keith Daleen.

Back row (l-r) James Albin, Don Kluttz, Ron Casteel, Dianne 
Casteel

Hopper Memorial Service

Gift  (Continued from page 11)
his death. 
 
George W. Gift died on 11 February 1879, and was buried in the 
Tulocay Cemetery, 411 Coombsville Road, Napa, California.  
The Trustees of the Napa State Asylum for the Insane wrote, 
“Captain Gift was no ordinary man, and we here record his 

Military Order of the Stars and Bars
Balance Sheet

September 30, 2010

ASSETS
     Current Assets
          Checking/Savings
               Military Order of the Stars & B  32,417.97

          Total Checking/Savings   32,417.97

          Other Current Assets
 Investments Committee Account  182,367.02
 Medals/Certifi cates Inventory    10,502.50
 Merchandise Inventory     22,086.00

     Total Other Current  Assets   214,955.52
 
Total Current  Assets    247,373.49

TOTAL  ASSETS    247,373.49

LIABILITIES & EQUITY
     Equity
          Opening Balance Equity   249,252.94
          Net Income       -1,879.45

     Total Equity     247,373.49

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY   247,373.49
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CHRISTMAS BARGAINS
20% OFF THE PRICE OF ITEMS ON THIS PAGE!

With Shipping charges cut in half as an added savings!
Now through December 31, 2010

See Details under each item

 “Gym Bag” with MOS&B Emblem
Durable, well-made bag, 

It measures 21 inches long and 12 inches wide, 
With end pockets and other handy features 

Usual price, $30.00 plus $12.00 shipping
Sale Price $24.00 plus only $6.00 shipping

Item Number MM004

Large MOS&B Lapel Pin
This beautiful pin measures one inch across and 
identifi es the wearer as a proud member of our 

Fraternal Organization
Usual Price, $10.00 plus $1.00 Shipping

Sale Price $8.00 plus $ .50 Shipping
Item Number MM010

Commemorative Coins
These Coins make Great and Unusual Christmas 

Tree Ornaments as well as keepsakes and dis-
plays. The Coins feature Stephen Dill Lee, (item # 
MCB003), Patrick Cleburne (item # MCB002) and 

Nathan Bedford Forrest (item # MCB001).
Usual Price $15.00 each plus $1.50 shipping each.

Sale Price $12.00 Each plus $ .50 Shipping.

MOS&B Tie
Good-looking necktie in MOS&B Colors.

Long a staple of the Store, these hand-sewn silk ties 
are always in style and identify you to other mem-

bers of our Order. 
Usual Price $45.00 plus $2.00 Shipping
Sale Price $36.00 plus $1.00 Shipping

Item Number MC002

NOTE: Tennesse residents add 9.75% for state and local taxes.



 

Item MM005
Leather and metal key chain 

With Emblem
Reduced to $2.50 
($0.50 Shipping)

Item CD0005
Voices Hushed and Still CD

      Reduced to $12.00 ($3.00 Shipping)

Item DVD002
Warriors of Honor DVD

Reduced to $18.00 
($3.00 Shipping)

Order by phone toll free 877-790-6672    By e-mail: headquarters@mosbihq.org
By USPS: P. O. Box 1700, White House TN 37188-1700

Item MC006
MOS&B cap

  Reduced to $13.00 ($3.00 Shipping)

Item MM015
*MOS&B* Rosette

Reduced to $7.50 
($0.50 Shipping) 

HOLIDAY PRICES ON THESE ITEMS!
FREE Shipping for orders of $50.00 or more!

Prices and free shipping through December 31, 2010

Item MM006
MOS&B LicensePlate

Rduced to $4.00 
($2.00 Shipping)

Item MCG002
Glass mug with Color Emblem

Reduce to $8.00 ($5/00 Shipping)

Item MM008
Leather band Wrist Watch with 

Emblem
Reduced to $15 ($3.00 Shipping)

Item MM016,
Belt buckle with emblem.

Reduced to $13.00 
($2.00 Shipping)

NOTE: Tennesse residents add 9.75% for state and local taxes
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