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Robert E. Lee Birthday Celebration 
  The 27th Annual Robert E. Lee Birthday Celebration was held on 

January 16th 2016 in the historic House of Representatives Chamber 

at the North Carolina State Capitol with the Stars & Bars flying over 

the Capitol on a memorable day in Raleigh, North Carolina. 
 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Introduction of Keynote Speaker - Commander Ronald Lee Perdue 

Speaker – Teresa Roane, Archivist, UDC General Headquarters 

 
Confederate Monument at the State Capitol in Raleigh, North Carolina 
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The Garnett-Pettigrew Chapter 67 invites you to join us for a 

special weekend with two events starting with our meeting 

on Saturday, May 2
nd

 at 10 am at our Monticello 

Headquarters.  
 

Our guest speaker will be Lynn Salsi with a program entitled 

“Confederate Women as Leaders in North Carolina”. This 

presentation is made possible by a grant from the North 

Caro-lina Humanities Council – http://nchumanities.org/  
 

The next day on Sunday, May 3
rd

 at 3:00 pm, we invite you 

to join our chapter’s members including the members 

serving in the Confederate Memorial Cannon Crew support 

the Confederate Memorial Day Service at Oakwood 

Cemetery, located at 312 Montlieu Avenue in High Point.  
 

We look forward to this special weekend and encourage you 

to join us with your family and friends as we learn history on 

Saturday and pay tribute to our ancestors on Sunday at the 

service hosted by the SCV Camp 668 of High Point.   

 Military Order of Stars & Bars 
 

The War Between the States produced some of the most outstanding 

civil and military leaders in the history of mankind. To perpetuate the 

idealism that animated the Confederate Cause and to honor the 

courage, devotion and endurance of those who dedicated their lives and 

services during four years of devastating war, and who, throughout the 

dreadful decade of reconstruction, labored heroically for the restoration 

of self-government as the most precious heritage of the American 

Revolution, male descendants of the officers who honorably served in 

the Army, Navy and other commands of the Confederate States of 

America and male descendants of the elected and appointed officials of 

the Confederate Executive and Legislative branches of the government 

unite to establish The Military Order of Stars and Bars, a patriotic 

Society of proud descendants of Confederate Veterans. 
 

If eligible, we invite you to join this prestigious organization. Visit 

www.militaryorderofthestarsandbars.org, or contact Chapter Adjutant 

Ronnie Roach at 919 602 2449, email ronnie_s_roach@hotmail.com or 

by mailing him at 303 Shambley Road, Mebane, NC 27302. 

 

 Garnett-Pettigrew Chapter 67 
 

The Garnett-Pettigrew Chapter 67 of the North Carolina Confederate 

Officers Society of the Military Order of Stars & Bars was established 

on November 6th 1984 when it was chartered in Danville, Virginia. 
 

Our Chapter was honored to be recognized in 1998 with the National 

“Dr. James M. Edwards Distinguished Chapter Award”. In 1996, 2006 

and 2011 our chapter’s newsletter The Grey Line was recognized with 

the “Captain John Morton Newsletter Award” and 2nd place in 2013. In 

2006, 2007, 2010 and 2011 our chapter’s scrapbook was recognized as 

the best in the Confederation with the “Turner J. Fakes Award”. 
 
 

The Garnett-Pettigrew Chapter 67 adopted five Confederate Infantry 

Brigade markers including A.P. Hill Headquarters; Carter’s Battery, 

11th Mississippi Regiment and the State monuments of Tennessee, 

Mississippi and Georgia at Gettysburg National Military Park. 
 

Our meetings are held quarterly on the 1st Saturday of the months of 

February, May, August and November at the Monticello Community 

Center located at 7069 McLeansville Road in Brown Summit, NC. 

    

  

The Grey Line 
 
 

The Grey Line is published quarterly and is the official newsletter of 

the Garnett-Pettigrew Chapter 67, North Carolina Confederate 

Officers Society of the Military Order of Stars & Bars. All material 

not identified from other sources is copyrighted by our chapter and 

may not be reproduced without written permission. We reserve the 

right to not accept any advertisement or article we feel is detrimental 

to the principles of our Historical Honor Society or offensive in our 

mission of honoring and preserving our Southern Heritage. 
 

Address all correspondence including comments, change of address or 

questions by contacting our Commander Ron Perdue, 336 880 8243, 

email – gpmosb@gmail.com or PO Box 5641, High Point, NC 27262. 
 

Visit our chapter website at http://www.mosbnc.org/greensboro.htm   
 

“Like” our chapter’s Facebook page by visiting the following link:  
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Garnett-Pettigrew-Chapter-67-MOSB/516792171711160 

 

Chapter Events Calendar 
 

The members of the Garnett-Pettigrew Chapter 67 invite you to join 

us at one of our future quarterly meetings held on the 1st Saturday in 

the months of February, May, August and November. 
 
 

These meetings start around 6:30 pm unless otherwise posted at the 

chapter’s headquarters in the Monticello Community Center located at 

7069 McLeansville Road in Brown Summit, North Carolina.  
 
 

Our 1st Quarter meeting will be on Saturday, February 13th 2016 and 

chapter member J. Keith Jones will be presenting his history program 

entitled April 1861 in North Carolina Newspapers from his extensive 

research of the War Between the States. This presentation will be a 

unique glimpse of how much difference a month can make as reported 

from local newspapers during that period in our history. 
 
 

We encourage you to join us for an evening of history and supper. All 

are welcome as we enjoy great food, fellowship and history with our 

popular custom of members bringing a covered dish. 
 
 

The 2nd Quarter meeting is scheduled on the second Saturday in May 

for everyone enjoy Mother’s Day during the first weekend. Mark your 

calendars for May 13th 2016 as we welcome Historian Rex Hovey.  

  

Was your Ancestor an Officer in the Confederacy? 
 

We invite you as a proud descendant of a Confederate Officer to join us 

to honor their courage, dedication, gallantry, sacrifice, service and valor 

as a proud new member of the Military Order of Stars & Bars. 

 

Our Pledge in the Order 
 

We, the posterity of the Officer Corps and civil officials of  
 

the  Confederacy, do pledge ourselves to commemorate and  
 

honor the service of leadership these men rendered in the  
 

cause of the  fundamental  American  principles of self- 
 

determination and  states’ rights and to perpetuate the true  
 

history of their deeds for the edification of ourselves, our  
 

society, and for generations yet unborn. 

 

Salutes to our Flags 
 

 I salute the Confederate Flag with affection, reverence  
    and undying devotion to the cause for which it stands… 
 
 

 I salute the North Carolina Flag and pledge to  
                  the Old North State love, loyalty and faith… 
 
 

 I salute the Flag of Virginia, with reverence and patriotic      
       devotion to the “Mother of States and Statesmen”  
               which it represents – the “Old Dominion”,  
                       where liberty and independence was born. 
 
 

 

 
 

A Soldier’s Prayer 
 

I asked God for strength, that I might achieve. 
 

I was made weak that I might learn humbly to obey. 
 

I asked for health, that I might do greater things. 
 

I was given infirmity, that I might do greater things. 
 

I asked for riches, that I might be happy. 
 

I was given poverty, that I might be wise. 
 

I asked for power, that I might have the praise of men. 
 

I was given weakness, that I might feel the need of God. 
 

I asked for all things, that I might enjoy life. 
 

I was given life, that I might enjoy all things. 
 

I got nothing that I asked for, but everything I hoped for. 
 

Almost despite myself, my prayers were answered. 
 

I am among all people, most richly blessed. 
 

Unknown Confederate Soldier 
 

 

http://nchumanities.org/
http://www.militaryorderofthestarsandbars.org/
mailto:ronnie_s_roach@hotmail.com
mailto:gpmosb@gmail.com
http://www.mosbnc.org/greensboro.htm
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Garnett-Pettigrew-Chapter-67-MOSB/516792171711160


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LUCIUS BELLINGER NORTHROP 
 

Lucius Bellinger Northrop, the famous Commissary General of the Confederate Army, died at 
age 83 on February 9, 1894, near Baltimore, Maryland. 
 

He was born in Charleston, South Carolina, on the 8th of September 1811. He came of an old and 

distinguished family, including the Pinckneys, Bellingers, Bulls, and other prominent South 
Carolina names. His paternal ancestor, Joseph Northrop, came from England in 1639, and settled at 

Milford, Connecticut. Dr. Joel Northrop, grandfather of General Northrop, served through the 
American Revolution as physician and surgeon. He sent his two sons to the south, where one of 

them, Amos Bird Northrop, married Claudia Bellinger of Charleston. Their son, Lucius Bellinger 

Northrop, entered West Point in 1828 and graduated three years later. It was at the Military 
Academy that he first met Jefferson Davis who was three years his senior, but a strong friendship 

developed between the two Cadets, which continued during their service in the Indian Territory, 

grew stronger during the War, and ended with the death of Davis. 
 

Lt. Northrop graduate in 1831, high in his class and was assigned to the Seventh Infantry, and 
trans-ferred to the First Dragoons in August 1833. After serving in the Indian Territory eight years, 

he be-came disabled by a bullet wound in the right knee, and returned home in Charleston in 1848, 

where he remained until Jefferson Davis wrote to him from Montgomery, Alabama, in January, 
1861, asking him to accept the position of Commissary-General of the Confederate Army. He was 

fifty years old when he was called to duty but Confederate President Jefferson Davis had a high 

opinion of his ability for this important position for he said: “To direct the production, 
preservation, collection and transportation of food for the army, required a man of rare capacity at 

the head of the Subsistence Department. It was our good fortune to find such a one in Lucius B. 

Northrop, who was appointed Commissary-General at the organization of bureaus of the executive 
departments of the Confederate Government. He performed his difficult duty with success.” 
 
 

http://penelope.uchicag.edu/Thayer/E/Gazetteer/Places/America/United_States/Army/USMA/AOG.Reun

ions/25/Lucius_B_Northrop*/html - Reproduced from the report of the Twenty-Fifth Annual Reunion of 

the Association of the Graduates of the United States Military Academy, June 12
th

, 1894. 
 

John Northrop Williams 
 

  

James West Pegram, Jr., was born on 14 February 1839 
in Petersburg, Virginia. He was a brave soldier promoted to 

the rank of Major and served as General Ewell’s Adjutant 
General. He died on 31 March 1881 in Atlanta and was 

buried in Hollywood Cemetery in Richmond, Virginia.  
John Cargill Pegram, son of Captain Robert Baker Pegram was born 
on 03 October 1838. He was promoted to the rank of Captain serving as 

Adjutant General on the staff of General Ransom. He was killed 16 June 

1864 near Petersburg, and was buried in Blanford Church Cemetery. 

John Pegram, was born in Petersburg on 24 January 1835 
to one of Richmond’s most prestigious families. He grad-

uated from West Point and served as cavalry instructor at 
West Point as he pursued a military career. On May 10, 

1861, he resigned his lieutenant’s commission in the federal 

army and became a Lt. Colonel in the Confederate Army. 
He was promoted to Colonel in April 1862 serving as chief engineer for 

General’s P.G.T Beauregard and Braxton Bragg. In November 1862 he 
was appointed Brigadier General and led a Cavalry Brigade in Lexington, 

KY and Stones River, TN. He also led a Cavalry Division in 1863 for 

General NB Forrest and fought at the Battle of Chickamauga. He trans-
ferred to Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia in early 1864 and was shot in 

the leg at the Battle of the Wilderness. When he returned to duty he 

served under General Jubal A. Early campaign in the Shenandoah Valley. 
 

On January 19, 1865, the social event of the year in Richmond was his 
marriage to Hetty Cary. After a brief honeymoon, he was assigned to 

Petersburg. He died in the Battle of Hatcher’s Run just 13 days later on 

February 6th. People who celebrated his marriage at St. Paul’s Church 
were back in the same church three weeks later for his funeral. He was 

buried in the Pegram section of Hollywood Cemetery in Richmond. 
 

Richard Pegram, Jr. was born 14 Feb 1829 in Petersburg, Virginia and 
died on 08 Nov 1896 in Richmond. He was elected as the Common-

wealth’s Attorney of Petersburg in 1858, and served until he volunteered 
as a Private in Co. E, 12th Virginia Regiment in June 1861. In June 1862 

he was appointed 1st Lieutenant in the Artillery Company raised by Col. 

James Branch. Upon the promotion of Branch, Pegram was promoted to 
Captain with the assignment as the commander of the company. This 

company occupied the redoubt on the Griffin farm near Petersburg, which 

was blown up by Union Forces on July 30, 1864 known as “The Crater”. 
Captain Pegram was known thereafter as “Crater” and was in Appomat-

tox at the end of the war with General Lee. After the war he resumed his 

practice of Law in Petersburg and moved to Richmond in 1881. 

 

Robert Baker Pegram was born on 10 Dec 1811 in 
Dinwiddie County, Virginia. The sword of honor be-

stowed upon him by a grateful State of Virginia was in 
the Confederate Museum in Richmond when it existed. 

He resigned from the United States Navy on April 17, 

1861 and was made a Captain in the Confederate Navy. 

He was placed in command of the Norfolk Navy Yard. 

Rev. Thomas Pegram was commissioned as Captain on 27 Feb 1862 in 
Guilford County and served as Chaplain with the 68th Regiment of the 

17th Brigade in the North Carolina Militia. He served as a minister after 

the war in Rockingham County, North Carolina until his death in 1906. 

 

William Ransom Johnson “Willie” Pegram was born 

in Petersburg, Virginia on 29 June 1841. He was a lawyer, 
educated at the University of Virginia. He entered the 

Confederate Army as a private in Co. F, 21st Virginia in 

April of 1861. He progressed through the ranks as Colonel 
and gained undying fame as an Artillery Officer. He was 

the youngest Captain in Lee’s Army in Gettysburg. 

Colonel Pegram was mortally wounded at the Battle of Five Forks near 

Petersburg on 1 April 1865, and died the following day. This was almost 
two months after his brother, General John Pegram, was killed at the 

Battle of Hatcher’s Run. He was also buried in Hollywood Cemetery. 
 

Source: Samuel W. Simmons – The Pegrams of Virginia and their Descendants 
 

Ronald Lee Perdue 

MY PEGRAM ANCESTORS 

 

JAMES MADISON McFALL 
 

James Madison McFall, was born July 27, 1843 in Anderson, South Carolina, James Madison 

McFall, was the eighth of nine children of Colonel John McFall, Jr. and his wife, Elizabeth Todd.  
On April 14, 1861, James M. McFall enlisted in the Palmetto Riflemen, in Anderson, South 

Carolina. The Palmetto Riflemen became Company B, 4th South Carolina Infantry. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

He was captured at the Stone Bridge on July 21, 1861, six days before 

his 18th birthday and was unfortunately one of only 13 Confederate 

soldiers taken prisoner at the Battle of First Manassas.  He was released 

on September 1, 1862, following confinement in Washington’s Old 

Capitol Prison and he rejoined his unit seven days later.  After the 
army’s reorganization the preceding April, the Palmetto Riflemen 

became Company C, South Carolina Palmetto Sharpshooters. 
 

McFall was promoted to first sergeant on February 25, 1864, he served 
as acting regimental adjutant until promoted to that permanent position 

on June 16, 1864 with the Regimental Field and Staff attaining the rank 

of captain. He was wounded on May 10, 1864 at Spotsylvania and again 
on October 7 of the same year on the Darbytown Road. He surrendered 

at the 

 

 

 

at Appomattox Court House with the Army of Northern Virginia in April 1865 and returned home 

to become a merchant in Pickens, South Carolina.  He died on March 20, 1875 from the lingering 

effects of tuberculosis contracted while a Federal prisoner of war. 
 

F. Lawrence McFall, Jr. 
 

 CAPTAIN URIAH PRESNELL 
 

Uriah Presnell, March 5, 1837 – April 7, 1911, honorably served with the rank of Captain in the 

63rd Regiment, North Carolina Militia, Army of Northern Virginia, Confederate States of America.  
 

P. Dwain Roberts 
 

 

 

 

 

Tribute to your confederate ancestor 
 

The Garnett-Pettigrew Chapter 67 was pleased to announce this new tribute page in our news-

letter starting with the First Quarter Edition 2015. In a recent meeting it was suggested a good 
means to honor our Confederate ancestors while supporting the costs of The Grey Line for 

members receiving the printed version was to establish a page(s) dedicated to our ancestors. 
 
 

This new feature gives our members the opportunity to honor their ancestors while supporting 

our chapter. Our members are encouraged to make a donation and provide the information on 
their Ancestral Confederate Officers to our Commander for the next edition of The Grey Line. 
 
 

The donation amount is at your discretion and there is no expectations on the amount of you 

wish to contribute to have your tribute to your Confederate ancestors in The Grey Line. 
  
 

Request your consideration of contributing an annual donation to support this program. The 

Adjutant or Commander can be contacted for more information or any questions. 

In Memory of our Ancestral Confederate Officers 
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Sirs, 
You have no reason to be ashamed of your 
Confederate dead;  see to it they have no 
reason to be ashamed of you. 
 

Robert Lewis Dadney, Chaplain for Stonewall Jackson 

 

http://penelope.uchicag.edu/Thayer/E/Gazetteer/Places/America/United_States/Army/USMA/AOG.Reunions/25/Lucius_B_Northrop*/html
http://penelope.uchicag.edu/Thayer/E/Gazetteer/Places/America/United_States/Army/USMA/AOG.Reunions/25/Lucius_B_Northrop*/html
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.petersburgsiege.org/hatch2.htm&ei=pbZBVa2LOIS_ggTkn4CwCA&bvm=bv.92189499,d.b2w&psig=AFQjCNHaQ0l6mymYkoJFDDFvm1XF-ldteg&ust=1430456261957163
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The Commander’s reporT 
 

  We are pleased to report our guests, members and visitors enjoyed great food, 

fellowship and history on November 7th 2015 during our 4th Quarter Meeting at 

Monticello Headquarters. Chapter Member Damon Webb shared history for the 

evening from the diary of Sheriff Richard Pascal of Chatham County which was 

an insight into life back home during the war. The Sheriff served his community 

by keeping law and order during difficult times for the State of North Carolina. 

There were interesting stories from this diary which had detailed accounts of his 

daily activities with a glimpse of the battles, support to the cause, impacts of the 

Federal invasion to citizens and the sacrifices of those back home during the war. 
 

  Our chapter is fortunate to have several members who provide history programs 

to heritage and historical organizations which serves as a bonus for our members 

when we do not have a guest speaker scheduled to hear some interesting history. 

We appreciate these gentlemen for the history that they didn’t teach us in school.  
 

  In our first meeting of the New Year we are looking forward to another Chapter 

Member Keith Jones sharing history from his years of research as an author. He 

will be giving us a unique glimpse of how much difference a month can make in 

life with his program entitled April 1861 in North Carolina Newspapers as it 

was reported in the local newspapers during this period in our history.  
 

 
 
 

Compatriot Damon Webb Sharing History  

  The Garnett-Pettigrew Chapter 67 was well represented at the 27th Annual Robert E. Lee Birthday Celebration in support 

to our brethren from the Captain Iredell Waddell Chapter 32 in Raleigh. Keith Jones, Ronnie Roach, Damon Webb and I 

enjoyed this tribute to an American hero in the standing room only historic Chamber of the past House of Representatives. 

 
 

Enjoying time with friends in the historic House of Representatives Chambers 
 
 

 
 

 

Tribute to Robert E. Lee at the North Carolina State Capitol in Raleigh 

   I would like to sincerely thank the Master of Ceremonies 

Mr. Byron Brady for asking me to introduce my dear friend 

Miss Teresa Roane as the Keynote Speaker at this event. It 

was an honor to have the privilege to introduce her to the 

packed room of fellow proud descendants of Confederate 

Veterans representing the Military Order of Stars & Bars, 

Order of Confederate Rose, Sons of Confederate Veterans 

and the United Daughters of the Confederacy. 
 

  Miss Teresa presented a heartfelt inspirational tribute to 

Robert E. Lee who gave each of us an example of courage, 

character, faith, humility, principles and wisdom to follow 

in our lives while honoring the traditions of our ancestors. 
 

  We are grateful that she has provided this presentation for 

those who could not be present in this newsletter. On the 

behalf of our chapter we would like to thank her for this 

presentation and especially for her loyal commitment to 

sharing her knowledge by teaching the truth in our history. 
 

  She had the blessing of touching historical documents that 

many of us have never seen during her time as the Archivist 

at the Museum of the Confederacy when it existed. We will 

definitely not ever see them now since they were stored in 

boxes hidden to never to see the light of day because they 

contradict the “Fairy Tales” of the reasons of the war that 

has been taught in our schools for over 150 years.  
 

  On March 5th 2016 there will be another special day at the 

State Capitol starting at 2:00 pm that you do not want to 

miss. We encourage you to plan on joining us at the annual 

Confederate Flag Day and bring your family and friends. 
 

  We trust you enjoyed a Merry Christmas and we wish you 

and your families a New Year full of Blessings… 
 
 

Ronald Lee Perdue, Commander 
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Robert E. Lee – An Engineer 
Good afternoon daughters, sons and guests.   
 

  I am so honored to be with you today.  I was so thrilled to receive the invitation to pay tribute to General Robert E. Lee.  

I want you know that the feeling lasted for five minutes which was replaced by panic.  What could I possibly say about 

the great general?  He was and always will be one of the greatest military leaders in history.  Many of you know Sgt. 

Major Haymes who is the Chief White House guide at the White House of the Confederacy in Richmond, Virginia.  In 

his presentation a few years ago, he told the audience that he was assigned to study at a French military school while he 

was in the army.  He said that they study the Greeks, Romans, Napoleon Bonaparte and General Robert E. Lee-the 

Commander of the Army of Northern Virginia.  I later received a great suggestion from a former colleague.  He said, 

“Why don’t you speak about Lee’s early career as an engineer!”  That will be part of my topic, but I also want to talk 

about additional qualities of this fine gentleman. 
 

  Robert E. Lee graduated from the United States Military Academy at West Point in 1829, second in his class with no 

demerits with the rank of Second Lt.  He chose the most difficult path:  the Corps of Engineers.  To be an engineer meant 

you were a premiere mathematician.  Only the top cadets received commissions in the Corps of Engineers.  His career 

began November 1829 on Cosckspur Island, Georgia.  This fort was built to protect Savannah the most important port in 

Georgia.  He will spend 17 months overseeing the repairs to Fort Pulaski which consisted of 25 million bricks.  Part of the 

fort needed to be rebuilt because the embankment had been destroyed.  Lee spent many days on this marshy island in 

water and mud up to his arm pits: this work took time, patience and perseverance which instilled much needed skills for 

the duties that will make him a great battlefield commander.  Although he worked hard, Lee had time to make friends and 

to court.  When he had the time, he would visit the MacKay family in Savannah.  However, a woman he has known for a 

long time will capture his heart.  He had set his eyes on Mary Anna Randolph Custis of Arlington House in Virginia.  

When there was a lull in his duties, he would go visit her.   
 

  Being an engineer also meant having the ability to be a cartographer.  Second Lt. Robert E. Lee created detailed sketches 

of the fort.  Even though Lee’s work at Fort Pulaski was successful; the arrival of a new superintendent will end his 

assignment in Georgia.  In a departing letter to the Mackay sisters he wrote and I quote: “There has been but one 

redeeming circumstance in the occurrences of this day Miss Eliza& that has been the arrival of your letter.  Indeed I have 

been dreadfully harassed by these two men, who call themselves Engineers.  For you must know that Capt. Delafield has 

arrived & is in high consultation about Foundations, Grillage, Piles & what not.  And I have made them more little 

troublesome plans & worse calculations about weight, cost, etc. of Masonry, lime, sand & such stuff than I intend to do 

tomorrow, and that’s the certain of it.  Will you believe that they are still at it, & have just touched upon cranes, With 

“Lee give a sketch of that?” but I happened to have my watch in my hand & seeing that it was ten minutes to 11 P.M. say: 

“Yes Capt. Tomorrow” And then I take up this table & placed it by the fire, with pen, ink & paper. End quote. 
 

  In 1831, his new project will bring him back to his native state:  the Commonwealth of Virginia: Fortress Monroe 

located in the Hampton Roads area.  The fortress was made from rock quarried in Virginia and Maryland and began its 

existence in 1819. Although Lee began by supervising the final construction of the fort, he also managed the daily 

operations.  This fort surrounded by a moat covered 63 acres of land and had walls that stretched 1.3 miles around.  

However this time he took a slightly longer respite during this assignment:  Lee married Mary Custis. He will continue 

work in the Hampton Roads area which will include the man made island across from Monroe known as Fort Wool until 

1834.  His sketches of Fort Monroe still exist. 
 

  For a short period of time he was an administrative assistant in the Chief of Engineers in Washington, DC.  However in 

1837, he received a task of great importance.  The Western side of the St. Louis harbor needed to become navigable.  

How was he going to make this work?  He constructed a series of dykes that will throw the weight of the Mississippi 

River against the shoals to release the blocked navigational hold. He literally changed the navigation of the Mississippi 

River!  However the completion of this project depended on funding.  Congress decided not to give additional funds and 

the project closed.  Lee went on to supervise repairs of other forts and received promotions.  However, war was soon 

looming on the horizon.  Lee’s engineering skills, and indeed even his very life will soon be put to the test. 
 

  Captain Robert E. Lee was anxious to be part of the action during the Mexican War.  He finally received word to report 

to Brig. General John E. Wool.  He was there for a short period and then he joined General Winfield Scott’s staff.  Lee 

along with engineers Joseph E. Johnston, Pierre Gustave Toutant Beauregard and George B. McClellen erected many 

naval batteries during this struggle. His responsibilities will eventually lead him into fighting as a soldier.  One well 

documented story shows the character of Robert E. Lee; he came upon a Mexican drummer boy who had a broken arm.  

A dying soldier was on top of the boy and the child could not move. A little girl who was crying was with the boy. Lee 

had the soldier’s body removed and the boy was carried to a field hospital for which   little girl thanked him.  Lee wrote 

his wife and I quote:  I endeavored to give thanks to our Heavenly Father for all his mercies to me, for his preservation of 

me through all the dangers I have passed, and for all the blessings he has bestowed upon me, for I know I fell far short of 

. 
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ton Parke Custis’ will, he requested that the slaves be freed at his three plantations: Arlington, Romancoke and White 

House. On December 29, 1862 in Spotsylvania County – after the Battle of Fredericksburg – the General signed the 

manumission document that free all the slaves. This document stated that it would go into effect on January 2nd 1863. 

The Emancipation Proclamation, a document that was a war measure that freed no one went into effect one day earlier. 

The document signed by Lee was more important than the proclamation because it had force of law.   
 

  The other feat of General Lee was the task he accomplished after the battle of Gettysburg. Kent Masterson Brown’s 

Retreat from Gettysburg explained the logistics of getting the army back across the Potomac.  What was amazing is how 

Lee brought back an army that had suffered approximately 1/3 casualties – some units more than 90 percent – and 

restored the status quo ante with General Meade. Imagine the difficulty of moving your integrated army out of enemy 

territory that included the wounded and sick, artillery, wagons and other supplies. They literally had to fight the enemy 

over mountainous terrain with horrendous weather back to Virginia. The soldiers were marching in ankle or knee deep in 

mud. The rain was so blinding that it was hard to see. According to Brown, in the process, Lee managed to get out of 

Pennsylvania and Maryland more than 45 miles of Quarter Master and subsistence trains filled with impressed stores.  

Ten to twelve miles of his trains consisted of ambulances and ordnance wagons. The trains all together included nearly 

six thousand vehicles and anywhere from 30,000 to 40,000 horses and mules that pulled them. In all, Lee probably de-

livered more than twenty thousand horses and mules seized in Pennsylvania and Maryland.  He had to leave about twelve 

thousand head of cattle and eight thousand head of sheep along the muddy roads between Gettysburg and the Potomac 

River.  Some were lost crossing the river.  Yet Lee was able to save nearly thirty thousand head of cattle, almost 25,000 

head of sheep, and thousands of hogs. For the first time during the war, Lee’s army had fresh meat available for the 

foreseeable future.  Incredible! This is one reason why his men respected and followed him all the way to Appomattox. 
 

  After the war, Lee thought he would retire to a small farm to live out the rest of his life. That was not to happen for him 

because he will accept another major challenge.  The board of Directors of a small college in Lexington, Virginia will ask 

him to accept the position of President of Washington College. The school had suffered damage from the war and had a 

small enrollment.  The great General set his sight on raising funds and increasing enrollment.  He introduced an honor 

code, discipline and was determined that the students will be good gentlemen. Religion was important to the curriculum. 

He mentioned to a minister and I quote, “I shall fail in the leading object that brought me here, unless these young men 

become real Christians”.  End quote. A new chapel was constructed under his leadership. Lee realized that the old 

classical education system needed an overhaul and a law school was founded during his tenure. At the time of his death 

in 1870, he had increased the endowment by 213 percent.  
 

  In January of 1993, the Congressional Record published this document:  Senate—Quote: Robert E. Lee—The Noblest 

American:  Mr. Helms.  Mr. President, Tuesday, January 19, marked the 186th anniversary of the birth of Robert E. Lee, 

the man whom Winston Churchill correctly, in my view, called “the noblest American who ever lived and one of the 

greatest captains known to the annals of war.”  
 

  In an age when revisionist academics spend their careers tearing the lives of those who do not fit their politically tainted 

agendas, Robert E. Lee still stands as one of the most inspiring and beloved men in the history of this country.  But 

beyond the mythical general who struck with a thunderbolt on the battlefield and led the Army of Northern Virginia into 

legend, there was a gentle man of simplicity and perseverance who met each crisis and task with unquestioned faith in his 

Creator and unfailing devotion to his duty. For our times, Robert E. Lee the man is more the measure than the marble 

symbols of Lee the warrior which adorn so many shrines. 

 

 

 
 

Lieutenant, U.S. Army of Engineers, 1838 
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my obligations.” End quote.  Robert E. Lee excelled during the Mexican war.  He 

exploited a weakness within the Mexican defensive position.  Because of his 

ability to lead U.S. forces into three battles of attack it made Lee a hero and earn 

him three brevets.  When he received these commendations he wrote his father-in-

law, quote: “I know how these things are awarded in Washington, and how the 

President will be besieged by clamorous claimants.  I do not wish to be numbered 

among them.” End quote. By 1848 he was a Colonel although his pay was still that 

of a Captain.  His last assignment as an engineer was in Baltimore at Fort Carroll.  

The work began in the spring and continued through the summer.  Lee became sick 

and had to leave the project briefly.  When he finally returned to his duties, there 

were difficulties with pests and Congressional funding.  Priorities changed and Lee 

moved on to his next appointment which was serving as the Superintendent of the 

United States Military Academy at West Point.  
 

  Many historians have focused on General Robert E. Lee’s military leadership 

during the War Between the States. I could do the same, but two incidents 

occurred during those four years that shows the fortitude of this great Virginian.  

Lee was the executor of his father-in-law’s estate. According to George Washing- 

…………... 

 

http://www.stratfordhall.org/


 

  

Garnett-Pettigrew Chapter 67, North Carolina Society, Military Order of Stars & Bars               “The Grey Line” – 2016 First Quarter Edition                 Page 7 

 

  Despite being born to greatness, Robert E. Lee was a man of simple humility.  His sense of self-denial and basic 

decency prepared him for the terror war and its equally devastating aftermath.  He could have easily rode to victory at the 

head of Lincoln’s armies, but he denied himself a chance at glory. 
 

  Rather than surrender, he could have led his men into a guerrilla war which would have probably ended any chance for 

restoration of the Union. Instead of continuing the battle he chose to fight for tranquility. After Appomattox he dedicated 

his life to restoring peace to his country by imbuing southern youth with a sense of obligation and self-sacrifice, not 

vengeance and acrimony.  He refused to get rich by letting others use his name. There were no speaking tours or self-

serving memoirs blaming other men for the South’s defeat. 
 

  He was satisfied to fill out his live with the presidency of a small Virginia college. Again he denied himself in order to 

be an example to us. In one of his last public acts, he took a young child from his mother’s arms and in lifting him up said 

softly, “Teach him he must deny himself.”  There is no greater testament to the man. 
 

  Mr. President, as we honor Robert E. Lee this week, I close with a passage from a distinguished southern essayist, 

Benjamin Harvey Hill: “He was a foe with hate, a friend without treachery, a soldier without cruelty, and victim without 

murmuring.  He was a public officer without vices, a private citizen without wrong, a neighbor without reproach, a 

Christian without hypocrisy, and a man without guile.  He was a Caesar without his ambition, a Frederick without his 

tyranny, a Napoleon without his selfishness, and a Washington without his reward”. End quote. 
 

  In conclusion, we are now living in difficult times.  There are organizations that want to eradicate Confederate history 

and heritage.  However, no matter how they may try, one cannot eliminate the memory of Robert E. Lee.  
 

  His presence is everywhere especially if one visits Fort Monroe in Virginia, Fort Pulaski in Georgia or view the mighty 

Mississippi River. His brilliant military leadership is still part of the curriculum in schools around the world.  Washington 

College now known as Washington and Lee University was saved by Lee’s leadership.  Most of all he lives on in the 

hearts of the Southern people. I want to conclude with a prayer of Lee’s:  “Help me to be, to think, to act what is right 

because it is right; make me truthful, honest and honorable in all things; make me intellectually honest for sake of right 

and honor and without thought of reward to me”.   
 

  Thank you… 
 

Teresa Roane, Archivist, General Headquarters, United Daughters of the Confederacy, Richmond, Virginia 
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  All of us, I suppose, have done some reading about Robert E. Lee, and in my case, 

looking at his life, I am reminded that at each turn, from his refusal to take 

command of the Union Army 1861 to his heart wrenching decision to ask Grant for 

surrender terms in 1865.  Robert E. Lee asked himself the same question over and 

over, “What is my duty as a Christian and a gentleman?” As his foremost 

biographer, Dr. Douglas Southall Freeman, noted, “He answered by the sure 

criterion of right and wrong and, having answered, acted.”  
 

  Robert E. Lee’s religious convictions were clearly expressed in his sense of honor 

and duty. He revealed this in a note he wrote to himself:  “there is a true glory and a 

true honor:  the glory of duty done—the honor of the integrity of principle.” As Dr. 

Freeman records, Lee’s creed was no more sorely tested than in those dark hours 

when he faced the decision of whether to surrender his ragged but still defiant army.  

Robert E. Lee told his subordinates, “If it is right, then I will take the 

responsibility.” Lee subjected his decision to the belief that his God’s desire would 

work out for the benefit of all, including himself. Because of this he endured, 

despite facing insurmountable odds and even when he knew that the cause for 

which he fought was doomed. 
 

 

 
 

 The members of the Garnett-Pettigrew Chapter 67, North Carolina Confederate Officers Society, Military Order of Stars & Bars 

would like to express our sincere appreciation to Miss Teresa Roane for providing her speech for this edition of ñThe Grey Lineò 

presented on January 16
th

 2016 in the historic Chamber of the House of Representatives at the State Capitol Building in Raleigh, 

North Carolina during the 27
th

 Annual Robert E. Lee Birthday Celebration sponsored by the 47
th

 Regiment NC Troops Camp 166, 

Sons of Confederate Veterans of Wake Forest, the Captain Samuel A. Ashe Chapter 2572, United Daughters of the Confederacy and 

Captain James Iredell Waddell Chapter 32, Military Order of Stars & Bars of Raleigh, North Carolina. 
 

 Chapter Commander Ronald Lee Perdue was honored to be asked to introduce Miss Teresa Roane as the Keynote Speaker on this 

memorable day when the Stars & Bars were flying over the State Capitol. A part of the introduction: ñOn February 14
th

 1863, 

General Robert E. Lee said ñHe who gave freedom to our fathers will bless the efforts of their children to preserve ité.ò Today I am 

proud to present to you, one of those children, it is my honor to introduce to you, our keynote speaker, Miss Teresa Roane. 
 

 Our chapter in addition to the Commander was also represented by Ronnie Smith Roach, J. Keith Jones and Damon Webb as we 

supported our brethren from the Captain James Iredell Waddell Chapter 32 on a special day dedicated General Robert E. Lee.  
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