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The Grey Line ï The Official Newsletter of the Garnett-

Pettigrew Chapter 67, Confederate Officers of North Carolina 

Society, Military Order of Stars & Bars is published quarterly. 

All material not identified from other sources is copyrighted 

by the Garnett-Pettigrew Chapter 67 and may not be repro-

duced without written permission. We reserve the right to not 

accept any advertisement or article we feel is detrimental to 

the principles of our Historical Honor Society or offensive in 

our mission of Honoring of our Southern Heritage. 
 

Address all correspondence, comments, change of address or 

questions to Commander Ron Perdue, 336 880 8243, email - 

gpmosb@gmail.com  or PO Box 5641, High Point, NC 27262. 
 

Visit our website at http://www.mosbnc.org/greensboro.htm  
 

NOW ON FACEBOOK - https://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Garnett-

Pettigrew-Chapter-67-MOSB/516792171711160 

 

Military Order of Stars & Bars  
 

The War Between the States produced some of the most 

outstanding civil and military leaders in the history of 

mankind. To perpetuate the idealism that animated the 

Confederate Cause and to honor the courage, devotion and 

endurance of those who dedicated their lives and services 

during four years of devastating war, and who, throughout the 

dreadful decade of reconstruction, labored heroically for the 

restoration of self-government as the most precious heritage of 

the American Revolution, male descendants of the officers 

who honorably served in the Army, Navy and other 

commands of the Confederate States of America and male 

descendants of the elected and appointed officials of the 

Confederate Executive and Legislative branches of 

government unite to establish The Military Order of the Stars 

and Bars, a patriotic Society.  
 

If eligible, we invite you to join this prestigious organization. 

More information available on the MOSB official website or 

contact our Chapterôs Adjutant Ronnie Roach, 919 602 2449, 

ronnie_s_roach@hotmail.com  or mail at 303 Shambley Road, 

Mebane, NC 27302 for assistance with your application. 

 

 

 

Garnett -Pettigrew Chapter 67  
 

The Garnett-Pettigrew Chapter 67 of the Confederate Officers 

of North Carolina Society ï Military Order of Stars & Bars 

was established in 1984 in Danville, Virginia. 
 

The Chapter was named in honor of General Richard Garnett 

of Virginia and General James J. Pettigrew of North Carolina. 
 

The Chapter was honored with the ñDr. James M. Edwards 

Distinguished Chapter Awardò in 1998 for Best Chapter in the 

Confederation. In 1996, 2006 and 2011 our newsletter was re-

cognized with the ñCaptain John Morton Newsletter Awardò 

and 2
nd

 Place in 2013. The Chapter was recognized with the 

ñTurner J. Fakes Awardò for best Chapter scrapbook in the 

Confederation in 2006, 2007, 2010 and 2011. 
 

The Garnett-Pettigrew Chapter 67 has adopted and maintains 

five Confederate Infantry Brigade markers including A.P. Hill 

Headquarters, Carterôs Battery, 11
th
 Mississippi Regiment and 

the state monuments of Tennessee, Mississippi and Georgia at 

the Gettysburg National Military Park. 
 

Our meetings are held at the Monticello Community Center 

located at 7069 McLeansville Road, in Monticello, NC.  
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Our Pledge  
 

 

We, the posterity of the Officer Corps and civil 
officials of the Confederacy, do pledge ourselves 
to  commemorate and honor the service of 
leadership these men rendered in the cause of the 
fundamental American principles of self -
determination and states' rights and to 
perpetuate the true history of their deeds for the 
edification of ourselves, our society , and for 
generations yet unborn.  

 

Salutes to our Flags  
I salute th e Confederate Flag with affection, reverence, 
and undying devotion to cause for which it stands...  
 
 
 
 

I salute the North Carolina Flag and pledge to the Old 
North State love, loyalty, and faithé 
 
 
 
 

I salute the Flag of Virginia, with reverence and 
patrio tic devotion to the òMother of States and 
Statesmenó which it represents ð the òOld Dominion,ó 
where liberty and independence was born.  

 

Chapter Events Calendar 
 

The Garnett-Pettigrew Chapter 67 invites you to join us in 

our first meeting of the Sesquicentennial Year 2015 for great 

food, fellowship and history at our Monticello Headquarters. 
 

On Saturday, February 7
th

, our chapter will have a Tribute 

to our Confederate Heritage with members encouraged to 

share stories about their ancestors, artifacts, collectibles, 

events, memories or anything related to the Confederacy. 
 

Our supper will be in the tradition of ñHomecomingò which 

has been popular with everyone bringing a covered dish. 
 

Meeting starts at 6:30 pm at Monticello Community Center, 

7069 McLeansville Road, in Monticello, North Carolina. 
 
 
 

27th  ANNUAL CONFEDERATE FLAG DAY   
 

We encourage you attend on Saturday, March 7
th

 at 2:00 pm 

at the North Carolina State Capitol in the Historic House of 

Representatives Chamber in Raleigh, North Carolina. 
 
 

 
 

mailto:gpmosb@gmail.com
http://www.mosbnc.org/greensboro.htm
https://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Garnett-Pettigrew-Chapter-67-MOSB/516792171711160
https://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Garnett-Pettigrew-Chapter-67-MOSB/516792171711160
mailto:ronnie_s_roach@hotmail.com
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In Memory of our Ancestral Confederate Officers  
 
 

Your Ancestor an Officer in the Confederacy? 
 

We invite you as a proud descendant to join us to honor their courage, 

dedication, duty, sacrifice, service and valor by remembering them as 

a member of the Military Order of Stars & Bars. 

 

Lucius Bellinger Northrop  
 

Lucius Bellinger Northrop  the famous Commissary General of the Confe-
derate Army, died at age 83 on February 9, 1894, near Baltimore, Maryland.  
 

He was born in Charleston, South Carolina, on the 8th of September, 1811. He 

came of an old and distinguished family, including the Pinckneys, Bellingers, 
Bulls, and other prominent South Carolina names. His paternal ancestor, Joseph 

Northrop, came from England in 1639, and settled at Milford, Connecticut. 

Dr. Joel Northrop, grandfather of General Northrop, served through the 
American Revolution as physician and surgeon. He sent his two sons to the 

south, where one of them, Amos Bird Northrop, married Claudia Bellinger, of 

Charleston. Their son, Lucius Bellinger Northrop, entered West Point in 1828 
and graduated three years later. It was at the Military Academy that he first met 

Jefferson Davis who was three years his senior, but a strong friendship developed 

between the two Cadets, which continued during their service in the Indian 
Territory, grew stronger during the War, and ended only with the death of Davis.  
 

Lt. Northrop graduated in 1831, high in his class and was assigned to the Seventh 

Infantry, and transferred to the First Dragoons in August, 1833. After serving in 

the Indian Territory eight years, he became disabled by a bullet wound in the 
right knee, and returned to his former home in Charleston in 1848, where he 

remained until Jefferson Davis wrote to him from Montgomery, Alabama, in 

January, 1861, asking him to accept the position of Commissary-General of the 
Confederate Army. He was fifty years old when he was called to this duty but 

Confederate President Jefferson Davis had a high opinion of the ability for this 
important position for he said: "To direct the production, preservation, collection 

and transportation of food for the army, required a man of rare capacity at the 

head of the Subsistence Department. It was our good fortune to find such a one in 
Lucius B. Northrop, who was appointed Commissary-General at the organization 

of bureaus of the executive departments of the Confederate Government. He 

performed his difficult duty with success."  
 

http://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Gazetteer/Places/America/United_States/Army/USMA/AO

G_Reunions/25/Lucius_B_Northrop*.html  - Reproduced from (the report of the) Twenty-Fifth Annual 

Reunion of the Association of the Graduates of the United States Military Academy, June 12th, 1894. 
 

John Northrop Williams 
 

 
 Captain uriah  Presnell  
 

Uriah Presnell, Captain, March 5, 1837 ï April 7, 1911, honorably served in the 
63rd Regiment, North Carolina Militia, Army of Northern Virginia, CSA. 

 

P. Dwain Roberts 

 

 

 

 

PEGRAM ANCESTORS  

James West Pegram, Jr., was born on 14 Feb1839 in 
Petersburg, Virginia.   He was a brave soldier promoted to 

the rank of Major and served as General Ewellôs Adjutant 
General. He died on 31 March 1881 in Atlanta and was 

buried in Hollywood Cemetery in Richmond, Virginia. 

 John Cargill Pegram, son of Captain Robert Baker Pegram was born on 
03 Oct 1838. He was promoted to the rank of Captain serving as Adjutant 
General on the staff of General Ransom. He was killed 16 June 1864 near 

Petersburg, and was buried at Blanford Church.  

 

 

John Pegram was born in Petersburg, Virginia on 24 
January 1832 to one of Richmondôs most prestigious 

families.   He graduated from West Point in 1854 and served 
as cavalry instructor at West Point as he pursued a military 

career. On May 10, 1861, he resigned his lieutenantôs 

commission   in   the   federal   army and   was appointed Lt. 
xxx 

 
Colonel in the Confederate Army.   He was promoted to Colonel in April 

1862 serving as chief engineer for Generalôs P.G.T. Beauregard and Braxton 
Bragg.  In November 1862 he was appointed Brigadier General and led a 

Cavalry Brigade in Lexington, KY and Stones River, TN.  He also led a 

Cavalry Division in 1863 for General Nathan Bedford Forrest and fought at 
the Battle of Chickamauga. He transferred to Leeôs Army of Northern 

Virginia in early 1864 and was shot in the leg at the Battle of the Wilderness 

in May.  When he returned to active duty in July 1864, he served under 
General Jubal A. Early campaign in the Shenandoah Valley.   
 

On January 19, 1865, the social event of the year in Richmond was his 
marriage to Hetty Cary. After a brief honeymoon, he was assigned to 

Petersburg. He died in the Battle of Hatcherôs Run just 13 days later on 

February 6th. People who had celebrated his marriage at St. Paulôs Church 
were back in the same church three weeks later for his funeral. He was buried 

in the Pegram section of Hollywood Cemetery in Richmond. 

 
 
Richard Pegram, Jr. was born 14 Feb 1829 in Petersburg, Virginia and 

died 08 Nov 1896 in Richmond, VA. He was elected as the Commonwealthôs 

Attorney of Petersburg in 1858, and served until he volunteered as a Private 
in Co. E, 12th Virginia Regiment in June 1861. In 1862 he was appointed 1st 

Lieutenant in the Artillery Company raised by Colonel James Branch. Upon 

promotion of the latter, Pegram made Captain and commander of the 
company. This company occupied the redoubt on the Griffin farm near 

Petersburg, which was blown up by Union Forces on 30 July 1864 known as 

ñThe Craterò. Captain Pegram was known thereafter as ñCraterò and was in 
Appomattox at the surrender with General Robert E. Lee. After the war he 

resumed his practice of Law in Petersburg and moved to Richmond in 1881. 

 

 

Robert Baker Pegram, was born 10 Dec 1811 in 
Dinwiddie County, Virginia.  The sword of honor,   

bestowed   upon   him   by   a grateful State of Virginia, 
was in the Confederate Museum in Richmond when it 

existed.    He resigned from the United States Navy on 17 

April 1861, and was made a Captain in the Confederate 
Navy. He was placed in command of the Norfolk Navy 

Yard. He disabled the steamer Harriet Lane at Pigs Point. 

 
Yard. He disabled the steamer Harriet Lane at Pigs Point. He commanded the 
steamer Nashville, and captured the Harvey Burch in the English Channel. He 

superintended the armament of the iron-clad Richmond. Funds were raised to 
purchase what was termed the volunteer navy of the State. He went to England 

for that purpose and had a vessel ready when the war ended. He remained in 

Norfolk until his death on 24 October 1894. He was buried there in an old part 
of Elmwood Cemetery, known as Cedar Grove.  

 
 
Rev. Thomas Pegram was commissioned as a Captain on 27 Feb 1862 in 
Guilford County. He served as Chaplain with the 68th Regiment, 17th Brigade, 

North Carolina Militia. He was a minister after the war until his death in 1906. 

 

 

 

William Ransom Johnson ñWillieò Pegram was born 
in Petersburg, Virginia, on 29 June 1841.  He was a lawyer,   

educated at the University of Virginia.  He entered the 
Confederate Army as a private, Company F, 21st Virginia, in 

April 1861. He progressed through the ranks to full Colonel, 

gaining undying fame as an Artillery Officer. He was the 
youngest Captain in Lee's Army at Gettysburg.  

 Colonel Pegram was mortally wounded at the battle of Five Forks near 
Petersburg on 1 April 1865, and died the following day. This was just short of 

two months after his brother; General John Pegram was killed at Hatcher's Run. 
He was buried in Hollywood Cemetery in Richmond.  

Source: Samuel W. Simmons: The Pegrams Of Virginia And Their Descendants. 
 
 

Ronald Lee Perdue 

 

 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT  
 

The Garnett-Pettigrew Chapter 67 is pleased to announce this 

new tribute page in our newsletter starting with this edition. 

In a recent meeting it was suggested a good means to honor 

our Confederate ancestors and raise funds to assist in the cost 

of The Grey Line for members that receive the printed copy 

was to establish a page(s) dedicated to our ancestors.   
 

 

This new project gives our members the opportunity to honor 

their ancestors while supporting our chapter. Members are 

encouraged to make a donation and provide information on 

their Ancestral Confederate Officers for the next edition.  
 
 

The amount of donation is at the discretion of the member, no 

required contribution was adopted giving members the choice 

of the donation for each of their ancestors to be remembered. 
 

 

Request your consideration of an annual donation to support 

the goals of this program. The Adjutant or Commander can 

be contacted more info or any questions on this project.  

 

http://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Gazetteer/Places/America/United_States/Army/USMA/AOG_Reunions/25/Lucius_B_Northrop*.html
http://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Gazetteer/Places/America/United_States/Army/USMA/AOG_Reunions/25/Lucius_B_Northrop*.html
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Commanderðs Report 
 

  We are proud to report that our guests and members had 

an exceptional evening during our special observance of 

the 30
th
 Anniversary of our charter in November 2014. 

 
 

  We would like to express our sincere appreciation to 

Charter Member Mr. F. Lawrence McFall, Jr. for sharing 

many interesting stories about the early years including 

how our chapter was organized. He also shared stories in 

tribute to charter members who have passed and their 

dedication to our heritage during their lifetime.  
 

  It was inspiring to hear many of the accomplishments of 

our chapter during those early years. There were many 

facts about our chapter many of us newer members did 

not know. It was exciting to witness his enthusiasm as he 

reminisced and how much he enjoyed the opportunity. 

 
 

 
 

 

Charter Member F. Lawrence McFall Jr. reminiscing about each of our chapterôs charter 

members with Commander Perdue and current members of the Garnett-Pettigrew Chapter 

during his presentation on the early years of our chapter at our 30th Anniversary observance. 

 

  

 
 

 
 

Charter Member Lawrence McFall ï ñThe History of our Chapterò 

   It was my privilege in our November meeting to report that our chapter will be welcoming a few new members in the near future and 

we are looking forward to presenting these gentlemen membership certificates in our February meeting.  
 

  The members involved in the Mattie Clyburn Rice Memorial Dedication on October 18, 2014 in Monroe enjoyed discussing their 

experience with fellow descendants of Confederate Veterans representing various organizations coming together to pay tribute to a Real 

Daughter of the Confederacy on this very special day that none of us will ever forget. Our chapterôs cannon crew was honored to 

support this special tribute by making some noise during this service which Miss Mattie would have loved. 

  John Martin and Calvin Jones were recognized for their support 

in the 2014 Confederate Memorial Day Service in High Point, 

North Carolina. As Commander of the Lt. F.C. Frazier Camp 668 

in High Point, it was an honor to present the remaining members 

of our GPMOSB Confederate Memorial Cannon Crew who parti-

cipated in the service with a Certificate of Appreciation on the 

behalf of the Sons of Confederate Veterans in High Point.  
 

  The members of the Garnett-Pettigrew Chapter 67 are proud of 

our Confederate Memorial Cannon Crew for their support to 

several memorial events and services. There is nothing like the 

firing of the cannon, making some noise and shaking the ground, 

in tribute to our Confederate soldiers during these events. 
Certifi cate of Appreciation ï Presented to John Martin and Calvin Jones 

    In respect to the distance many of our members have to travel to attend our 

meetings it was decided we would meet quarterly rather than bi-monthly in 

the future. We are blessed to have loyal members willing to travel several 

miles from Virginia and all around North Carolina to support our chapter.  
 
 

  Our hopes that this change will not only benefit members that live several 

miles away from headquarters but will also work with the schedules of many 

other members for more attendance at our meetings.  
 
 

  As we start the final year in 2015 of the Sesquicentennial of the War lets 

challenge ourselves to accept our responsibility to preserve our history and 

the principles of our forefathers for future generations. If not us, who?  
 
 

  Karl Marx said on his philosophy of establishing a society of Socialism,  
 

             ñPeople separated from their history are easily persuaded.ò 

  Now more than ever we need to be aware of the agenda to destroy the foundation of our nationôs Constitution, freedom, independence, 

liberty, principles, and rights for which our forefathers fought and died, and the attacks on the true history of our Confederate heritage, 

monuments, and symbols which we fight today. Why these attacks? May I share the following from the ñTruth about the Confederate 
Battle Flag,ò by Pastor John Weaver. ñIf we are allowed to keep our symbols, we might one day begin to inquire into the origin and 

meaning of those symbols. And in so doing, begin to question the myths and the propaganda of the political correctness thatôs in our 

country today and as we see the truth, we might actually stand for the principles for which our forefathers stood.ò 
 
 

  As always, I remain in dedicated service with you, to the Guardianship of their Memoryé 
 
 

 

Ronald Lee Perdue, Commander 

Garnett-Pettigrew Chapter 67, Military Order of Stars & Bars 
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The Early  Years of our Chapter  
 
 
 

  The Greensboro Airport seems an unlikely place to hold an inaugural 

meeting of any organization but on September 7, 1984, nine future 

members of the yet unnamed Garnett-Pettigrew Chapter gathered there. 
 

  Confederate Officers of North Carolina Society Commander Thomas 

Fuller Davis III suggested the location for its convenience when 

approached by Arthur W. Miller, Jr., who held dual SCV membership 

in Greensboroôs John Sloan Camp and Danvilleôs Cabell-Graves 

Camp.  Davis, a Real Son, made the 3 hour drive from Balsam Grove, 

North Carolina to conduct the meeting. 
 

  At that first gathering, applications were completed and officers 

elected with Art Miller, from Burlington, becoming commander.   

Lester Snyder of Danville became the lieutenant commander and 

Danville native, Lawrence McFall was chosen as the chapter adjutant. 
 

  Society Commander Davis suggested the group campaign to increase 

the membership from the Sloan and Cabell-Graves SCV camps.  He 

agreed to hold the charter open for two months with goal of recruiting a 

total of 15 members to establish the charter.  On November 6, 1984, 

success was achieved with 22 men qualified as charter members. 
 

 

 
  The charter members represented the States of Virginia and North 

Carolina, therefore, it was agreed to name the new chapter in honor of two 

Confederate generals of equal rank, both brigadiers, Richard Brooke 

Garnett, a Virginian and James Johnston Pettigrew, a North Carolinian. 
 

  The charter members were:  James E. ñZekeò Anderson, Edwin B. 

Braswell, Jr., C. Michael Briggs, John Jones Brown, Jr., John Thomas 

Ellis, Thomas Bennett Fowler, Edward Thorne Clark Graves, Jr., Gary Lee 

Hall, Fred Lawrence McFall, Jr., Hubert F. ñMacò McLendon, Darrell 

Eugene Malcolm, Arthur W. Miller, Jr., James Alfred Miller, Jr., Marvin 

Lent Osborne, William James Kenneth Rockwell, Timothy Fletcher 

Sanders III, Henry C. Siegner, Locke W. Smith, Jr., Richard Lester Snyder, 

Jeffery Horace Stepp, and Joe Louis Wade.   
 

  The great-great grandson of President Jefferson Davis, Bertram Hayes-

Davis was accorded honorary membership. 

 

 
 

 

Confederate Officers of NC Society Thomas F. Davis unveiling the charter 

to our first Commander Arthur W. Miller, Jr.   Since our special guest was 

the great-great grandson of Confederate President Jefferson Davis, there 

were more than 125 people in attendance at the charter meeting. 
 

 

 

 
 

The first Commander, Arthur Miller , displays the new charter. 
 

  Commander Art Miller hit the ground running with his leadership 

and promptly invited Bertram Hayes-Davis, a Texan, to Danville for 

the presentation of a Third National Confederate Flag to the Danville 

Museum of Fine Arts and History.  More than 125 people attended a 

spectacular Southern banquet held in Bertram Hayes-Davisôs honor 

the evening before the flag ceremony.   
 

 

   Almost 500 spectators gathered on the museum lawn the following 

day with the 11
th
 North Carolina Band enhancing the affair with its 

music from period instruments.  President Davisôs descendant, Bert-

ham Hayes-Davis awed the crowd with his eloquence and then posed 

for pictures sitting at the table where, in April 1865, his ancestor 

signed the Last Confederate Proclamation. 
 

   Our new chapter held its first few meetings at a steak house just off 

I-85 in Burlington before moving to what would become its permanent 

home for events and meetings during the next decade, Woodside Inn, 

located a few miles east of Milton, North Carolina. 
 

 
 

Bertram Hayes-Davis, great-great grandson of Jefferson Davis, addressing a 

crowd of almost 500 people on the lawn of the Danville Museum. 

  Woodside, a Greek revival-style home built in 1838 by Caleb H. Richmond, welcomed in July 1862, itôs most famous guest.  As a 

kinsman of the Richmond family, Stephen Dodson Ramseur, would recuperate at Woodside following a severe right-arm-wound at 

Malvern Hill.  Promoted to brigadier general, Ramseur returned to Woodside following a wound received at Chancellorsville.  After 

Gettysburg, Ramseur again returned to marry his cousin, Ellen ñNellieò Richmond.  Sadly, he would never see his daughter, Mary, 

born at Woodside just prior to his October 1864 death at Cedar Creek. 
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  Early in the 1980s, Ramseurôs biographer, Gary W. Gallagher, 

visited Woodside when it appeared doomed to decay.  A few years 

later, when he returned at Commander Millerôs invitation he was 

amazed  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

amazed at its rehabilitation by 

Tom and Libby McPherson.  

Gallagher was elated to be one 

of the innôs first guests to spend 

a night in the same room 

occupied by Ramseur during his 

recovery from wounds.   
 
 

  The Garnett-Pettigrew Chapter 

with the support of the Anne 

Eliza Johns Chapter, United 

Daughters of the Confederacy, 

Garnett-Pettigrew Chapter 

memorialized Major General 

Stephen Dodson Ramseur in 

1992 with the erection of an 

historical marker on North 

Carolina State Route 57, in 

front of Woodside Inn.  The 

owners deeded a 10 x 10 plot of 

ground to the Garnett-Pettigrew 

Chapter for the markerôs 

erection. 

 

 

memorialized Major General Stephen Dodson Ramseur in 1992 with 

the erection of an historical marker on North Carolina State Route 

57, in front of Woodside Inn.   
 

57, in front of Woodside Inn.  The owners deeded a 10 x 10 plot of ground to our Chapter for the markerôs erection. 

    Field trips abounded in the early years.  More than a dozen members spent a Saturday travelling to Tyrrell County to place a wreath 

on Brigadier General James Johnston Pettigrewôs grave at the site of his boyhood plantation home, ñBonarva.ò 
 

   In the summer of 1986, twenty members of the chapter travelled to Prince William County, Virginia for the 125
th
 anniversary of the 

Battle of First Manassas.  Darrell Malcolm secured press passes for several of the group who were allowed to go beyond ñthe ropesò to 

witness and record the action.  One of those individuals with binoculars, intent on seeing a Union cavalry detachment emerge from the 

woods to his right, unwittingly got too near a pyrotechnic charge and fell backward from its exploding concussion.  Covered with dirt, 

grass, and smoke, he insisted that for a brief instant he felt as though he was in the real fight.  The reenactment provided a true bonding 

experience for the members of our chapter.  

 

 
 

Our delegation at the NC Society Convention in Greensboro in 1986.  Left to right, 1st row:   Mike Briggs, 

Commander Art Miller, Adjuant Lawrence McFall, Jeff Stepp, and Society Commander Tom Davis. 2nd Row: 

Dr. Hubert F. McLendon, Dr. Roy Clemmons, Lt. Cmdr . Lester Snyder, Locke Smith, and John J. Brown, Jr. 

 

  The meetings at Woodside Inn provided 

the perfect setting for semi-formal dinners 

with the gentlemen attired in suit and tie 

and the ladies in silk finery and their cus-

tomary voluminous hats.  The ladies of the 

United Daughters of the Confederacy and 

the wives of our members were present at 

all of these meetings.   
 

  There was nothing ñstuffyò about the 

dinners it was just that ñdressing-upò gave 

them a special air.  An example one 

evening was in the midst of this formality 

at one table, when confidentially ques-

tioned about the quality of a 38 caliber 

Taurus revolver, future commander and 

former Virginia State Trooper, Tim 

Sanders, known for his commanding 

voice, pulled one of the weapons from his 

coat pocket, thrust it upon the linen 

tablecloth and bellowed, ñI have another in 

the car if you want to take a look at it.ò  

All t he ladies present that evening were 

aghast but soon recovered. 

 
   Joe Wade attended most of the dinners equipped with a relatively new device, a small hand-held video camera.  Dr. Hubert ñMacò 

McLendon often asked the blessing on the splendid Woodside meals.  His short appeal to heaven was surely received with a warm 

smile, since ñGod save the Southò was an ever-present request.  Unfortunately, there is no video record of Macôs prayers since he 

would not allow Joe to tape them, ñSacrilegious,ò Mac always said. 
 

   Lt. Commander Lester Snyder often attended the gatherings wearing his Confederate majorôs uniform.  A school teacher with the 

avocation of portraying a surgeon, he was sometimes necessarily cautioned over dinner by his mother, a UDC member, should he 

venture forth with an unsavory, gory explanation of his battlefield amputations as a re-enactor. 
 

   At six feet, three inches, John Brown loomed above the group with his charm and mild demeanor straight from a Southern movie set.  

Since he and his wife, Carolyn, drove to Milton from Siler City each month, they would stay overnight in ñThe Ramseur Room.ò at 

Woodside.  John confessed he often stayed awake long after Carolyn fell asleep just hoping he could ñconverseò with the general. 

 



 

  

   It was my honor to be welcomed to reminisce on the founding 

and the early days of the Garnett-Pettigrew Chapter 67 at the 

celebration of the 30
th
 Anniversary of our charter. I thoroughly 

enjoyed the fellowship and look forward to future meetings.  
 
 

   Today, the enthusiasm and devotion to our cause among the 

membership that so defined the chapter in those early years, is 

evident in its current meetings.  After all, Garnett-Pettigrew, with 

the good attendance and an eagerness to protect our heritage is 

simply a renewal of Macôs seemingly long-ago heavenly plea, 

ñGod save the South.ò 
 
 

F. Lawrence McFall, Jr. 
Charter Member 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

In Memory of Brigadier General Richard Brooke Garnett 

   A self-taught handwriting analyst, John would share his 

expertise with those who asked him to do so.  As his adjutant, 

Lawrence McFall often sent business notes and memos to John 

who saved each one. By the time Lawrence requested an analysis 

of his penmanship, Johnôs had an ample supply of samples. 
 

   The result of Johnôs skill utterly astounded Lawrence.  The very 

essence of his being appeared on the form supplied to him by 

John.  Long held inner-secrets, so accurate, Lawrence was 

reluctant to share the analytical report with his wife.  It would 

prove beneficial however, when John analyzed the handwriting of 

Captain James M. McFall, Lawrenceôs great-grandfather. Full 

trust was put in Johnôs ability to accurately describe this man.  

When Lawrence received the report he felt that the character of 

his Confederate ancestor, even though they were separated by two 

generations, was so akin to his own it was uncanny. 
 

   After 4 years under Commander Millerôs excellent leadership, 

Lieutenant Commander Lester Snyder stepped up to the com-

manderôs position.   The enthusiasm instilled in the chapter never 

waned during his tenure and after two years, John Brown took the 

reins of the successful chapter.  Displaying his leadership skills 

developed as a young Army lieutenant in the Pacific in World 

War Two, John led by example and was ever at the forefront of 

all chapter activities as evidenced by his drive to erect the 

Ramseur historical marker. 
 

   Sadly, John lost his wife, Carolyn, in 1993, near the end of the 

second year of his term.  Tim Sanders assumed the position of 

commander.  Over the years, an increasing number of North 

Carolina members swelled the ranks of the chapter soon 

outnumbering those from the Danville area.  The long drives for 

many resulted in declining attendance.  So, in 1995, it was 

determined that the transition to a Greensboro location would 

make a more suitable home for the chapter. 
 

    One of my special memories from the early years was in July 

1991 in Richmond, Virginia. Several organizations cooperated 

with placing in Hollywood Cemetery, a granite marker to honor 

Brigadier General Richard Brooke Garnett.  The general died at 

Gettysburg and his body was never recovered.  The Garnett-

Pettigrew Chapter contributed a sizable donation in the memory 

of one of our chapterôs namesakes. I had the privilege of joining a 

delegation to lay a wreath during the dedication ceremony. 
 
 
 

 
 

GPMOSB Adjutant Lawrence McFall laying a wreath during the dedication 

ceremony of the marker honoring Brigadier General Richard Brooke Garnett on 

July 3rd, 1991 at the section dedicated to the soldiers who fought in the Battle of 

Gettysburg in historic Hollywood Cemetery in Richmond, Virginia. 
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Susan Hathaway 

Our sincere appreciation to our 

friend Susan Hathaway, President 

of the Virginia Flaggers, for the 

cover photo and the photos above.  
 
 

During our 30th Anniversary Mr. 

McFall talked about our chapterôs 

involvement in the granite marker 

for General Garnett at Hollywood 

Cemetery in Richmond. 
 
 

Knowing Ms. Susan visits these 

hallowed grounds frequently to 

pay tribute to our Confederate 

soldiers, we shared the story and 

she provided these photos for this 

special column by Mr. McFall.  
 
 

- Commander Perdue 


